
L o c a l Wednesday, March 18, 2020

4
Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Asian men, wearing protective masks, walk past a billboard for Kuwait Airways in Kuwait City on March 14, 2020. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Evacuating Kuwaitis from abroad
pending Cabinet instructions: Minister

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Minister of State for
Services Affairs and Minister of
State for Assembly Affairs
Mubarak Al-Harees yesterday
presided over the meeting of the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion’s (DGCA) special supreme
committee for limiting the spread
of the coronavirus. Speaking to
the press after the meeting, Ha-
rees said the meeting discussed
the measures followed at Kuwait
International Airport, as the main
gateway into the country and the
first line of defense and preven-
tion to prevent the spread of the
coronavirus. 

Harees added that since the

breakout of the virus in China and
in coordination with the health
and interior ministries, the com-
mittee has been meeting daily to
discuss the latest developments
and the preventive measures fol-
lowed at the airport, including
equipment and clinics to examine
passengers. Harees said flight
suspensions are still in effect at
the airport, except for cargo
flights and flights carrying citi-
zens back home. 

“Evacuating citizens from
abroad will start soon upon in-
structions from the Cabinet,” he
underlined, pointing out that co-
ordination is in progress with the
foreign ministry to allow the evac-
uation of residents wishing to re-

turn to their home countries,
which already started with a MEA
flight carrying Lebanese residents
back to Lebanon. 

Minister Mubarak Al-Harees

WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s Embassy in Washington
affirmed Monday that there is no coronavirus in-
fection among Kuwaiti citizens in the United States
of America. In a statement to the press, the em-
bassy called on Kuwaitis in the US not to leave

their houses except for necessary purposes, urging
them to follow the US Center for Disease Control
and Prevention website www.cdc.gov to be aware
of the instructions of local authorities. The embassy
also called on nationals in the US to contact it or
the consulates general in Los Angeles and New
York City, on the following numbers: Kuwait Em-
bassy in Washington: 2022620758. The Consulate
General in New York: 9172426688. The Consulate
General in Los Angeles: 3102793644. The Cultural
Office in Washington: 2023642104. Washington
Health Office: 2023202415. Washington Military
Office: 2023903416. Los Angeles Cultural Office:
424666 4214. — KUNA

Kuwait embassy
affirms safety of
all citizens in US

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti crude oil shed $3.30,
settling at $32.16 pb Monday against $35.46 pb on Fri-
day, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said yester-
day. In global markets, prices took another nosedive
as the already growing fear of the coronavirus
(COVID-19) continues to amplify. Brent crude went
down by $3.36, settling at $30.50 pb, while the West
Texas Intermediate lost $2.08 to land at $29.65 pb. The
OPEC daily basket price went down $3.51 a barrel
Monday to settle at $30.63 pb, compared with $34.14

pb last Friday, the organization said yesterday. The an-
nual average of the OPEC basket price hit $52.43 pb
last year, it said in its daily bulletin. The OPEC Refer-
ence Basket of Crudes (ORB) is made up of Saharan
Blend (Algeria), Girassol (Angola), Djeno (Congo), Ori-
ente (Ecuador), Zafiro (Equatorial Guinea), Rabi Light
(Gabon), Iran Heavy (Islamic Republic of Iran), Basra
Light (Iraq), Kuwait Export (Kuwait), Es Sider (Libya),
Bonny Light (Nigeria), Arab Light (Saudi Arabia), Mur-
ban (UAE) and Merey (Venezuela). — KUNA

Kuwait oil price down to $32.16 pb 


