
PARIS: Researchers in Australia said yesterday they 
had mapped the body’s immune response to the 
novel coronavirus, in a potential breakthrough in the 
fight against the global killer. A team of scientists 
were able to test blood samples from a patient who 
had contracted COVID-19 and was hospitalized with 
moderate symptoms. Authors of the study, published 
in the journal Nature Medicine, said it was the first 
time experts had mapped the body’s general immune 
response to the new disease. 

“We saw a really robust immune response that 
preceded clinical recovery,” Katherine Kedzierska, 
from the University of Melbourne’s Peter Doherty 
Institute for Infection and Immunity, told AFP. “We 
noted an immune response but she was visually still 
unwell, and three days later the patient recovered.” 
Researchers are in a race against time to try to find a 
vaccine for the novel coronavirus, which as of 0900 
GMT yesterday has registered more than 180,000 
confirmed infections and over 7,000 deaths. 
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Op-Ed

COVID-19: We  
will come through  
this together 

By Antonio Guterres 
 
Secretary-General of the 
United Nations

The upheaval caused by the coronavirus - 
COVID-19 - is all around us. And I know 
many are anxious, worried and confused. 

That’s absolutely natural. We are facing a health 
threat unlike any other in our lifetimes. Meanwhile, 
the virus is spreading, the danger is growing, and 
our health systems, economies and day-to-day lives 
are being severely tested.  

The most vulnerable are the most affected - par-
ticularly our elderly and those with pre-existing 
medical conditions, those without access to reliable 
health care, and those in poverty or living on the 
edge. The social and economic fallout from the 
combination of the pandemic and slowing 
economies will affect most of us for some months. 
But the spread of the virus will peak. Our 
economies will recover.   

Until then, we must act together to slow the 
spread of the virus and look after each other. This is 
a time for prudence, not panic. Science, not stigma. 
Facts, not fear. Even though the situation has been 
classified as a pandemic, it is one we can control. 
We can slow down transmissions, prevent infections 
and save lives.  But that will take unprecedented 
personal, national and international action.  

COVID-19 is our common enemy. We must 
declare war on this virus. That means countries 
have a responsibility to gear up, step up and scale 
up. How? By implementing effective containment 
strategies; by activating and enhancing emergency 
response systems; by dramatically increasing test-
ing capacity and care for patients; by readying hos-
pitals, ensuring they have the space, supplies and  
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By B Izzak and Agencies  
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait will manage the coronavirus cri-
sis as long as it takes, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said yester-
day during a meeting with senior commanders at 
the defense ministry headed by Deputy Premier and 
Defense Minister Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah. “The defense ministry has been 
an integral part of the state’s emergency plan since 
day one,” the premier pointed out, stressing that the 
current crisis requires “solidarity and understanding 
from all regarding countermeasures being taken”.  

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled appreciated the contri-

butions and cooperation of the private sector in the 
ongoing efforts to contain the spread of the virus 
and highly commended the thousands of young 
Kuwaitis who flocked to centers to volunteer and 
help the state. 

Kuwait has donated $40 million to the World 
Health Organization (WHO) in contribution to the 
fight against the spread of COVID-19. The donation 
came upon directions from HH the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to help efforts 
of the international organization in its battle to con-
tain the pandemic, said Deputy Foreign Minister 
Khaled Al-Jarallah in a press release. 

The Central Bank of Kuwait announced measures 

have been implemented to contain the impact of 
COVID-19. These include a KD 10 million fund initi-
ated by CBK with Kuwaiti banks to support 
COVID-19 containment efforts, delaying collection 
of due payments from affected customers without 
any penalty for three months; refraining from selling 
assets pledged as collateral, a 1.25% reduction in 
interest rates in March to lower borrowing costs, 
stopping charges on points of sale, ATM and online 
transactions for three months and providing unin-
terrupted access to financial services through online 
banking. ATMs, POS, call centers and selected 
branches.  

Continued on Page 16 

• Seven new cases of coronavirus in Kuwait 
• MPs call for deporting illegal expats 

• People warned to comply or face curfew 
• Returnees from 12 countries face quarantine

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets Deputy Premier and Defense Minister Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
and senior commanders at the defense ministry yesterday. — KUNA 

Immune response  
mapped; masks,  
gloves ineffective

RIYADH/TEHRAN/AMMAN: Saudi 
Arabia will no longer allow Muslims to 
conduct their five daily prayers and the 
weekly Friday prayer inside mosques as 
part of efforts to limit the spread of 
coronavirus, state news agency SPA 
said yesterday. The prayers will continue 
only at the two holy mosques in Makkah 
and Madinah, the holiest places in Islam, 
SPA said, citing a decision from the 
Council of Senior Scholars, the king-
dom’s highest religious body. 

Iran announced yesterday another 
135 deaths from the novel coronavirus, 
bringing the overall toll to 988 in one of 
the world’s worst-hit countries. “Reports 

by more than 56 laboratories indicated 
that we have had 1,178 new confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 infection in the past 
24 hours,” health ministry spokesman 
Kianoush Jahanpour said in a televised 
news conference. “This brings the total 
number of confirmed cases to 16,169 as 
of today noon,” he added. 

Jahanpour also said 5,389 people 
who were infected had been discharged 
from hospitals “with general good 
health”. Tehran province recorded the 
highest number of new infections with 
273 fresh cases. Alborz, to the west of 
Tehran, was next with 116, followed by  
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Saudi shuts mosques; curfew  
in Jordan; 135 deaths in Iran

PETRA, Jordan: A worker sprays disinfectant in this archaeological city south of 
the capital Amman yesterday to prevent the spread of COVID-19. — AFP 

BANGKOK: People wearing facemasks push a shopping cart full of toilet paper 
and kitchen rolls at a supermarket on Monday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: It’s a scene that’s 
become familiar around the world: 
From the US to France to Australia, 
rows of empty supermarket shelves 
where toilet paper used to be, the 
result of coronavirus-induced panic 
buying. What exactly is it about the 
rolls of tissue that has caused mayhem 
across cultures, including at times 
violent clashes that have reverberated 
on social media? 

At its most basic, say experts, the 
answer lies in game theory: If every-
one buys only what they need, there 
will be no shortages. If some people 
start panic buying, the optimal strate-
gy will be for you to follow suit, to 
make certain you have enough 
squares to spare. But this doesn’t 
explain it entirely - toilet paper can’t 
save you from infection, and we 
haven’t yet seen the same level of 
hoarding for more key items like 
canned foods - so something else is 
clearly afoot. 

“I think it probably stuck out in the 
dramatic images in social media 
because it was quite clear, the packets 
are quite distinctive and it’s become  
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Psychology  
behind toilet  
paper panic 


