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NORTH CAROLINA: No changes are planned to
the Olympic golf qualifying system, the International
Golf Federation (IGF) which runs the event said after
the sport shut down due to the coronavirus.

This could deal a hammer blow to the chances of
Tiger Woods qualifying for Tokyo 2020, and for Park
In-bee’s hopes of being eli-
gible to defend her title from
Rio 2016. Based on the cur-
rent rankings, Woods
(United States) and Park
(South Korea) would not
qualify for their respective
teams.

However, scrambling the
equation is that even if the
Olympics go ahead, many
golfers could opt out, much
as they did from Rio 2016
due to concerns over the zika virus.

Eligibility for the Tokyo 2020 men’s and women’s
events will be determined by world ranking points
compiled over almost two years from July 1, 2018 until
June 22 (men) and June 29 (women) this year.

The list essentially mirrors the world rankings in
determining the 60-player fields, with a maximum of
two players from any single country (four if inside the
top 15).

But the halting of the professional tour schedules
for an undetermined time frame will have winners and
losers, because there will be little week-to-week flux
in the rankings.

Those on the outside looking in will for the most
part continue looking in, and vice-versa. “This has
proven to be a fair and equitable system,” the IGF said
of the qualifying system in an email to Reuters.

“The IGF is monitoring the challenges faced by our
athletes to participate in events, which continues to
change daily, and we currently believe that the system
still remains fair to all athletes who are vying for quali-
fication to the Tokyo2020 Olympic Games.”

In other words, bad luck if you’re outside the quali-
fying cut line and hoping
to play your way in.
Though Park is 11th on the
overall women’s world list,
she is only the fifth-ranked
Korean behind Ko Jin-
young, Park Sung-hyun,
Kim Sei-young and Lee
Jeong-eun.

The LPGA Tour has
cancelled three tourna-
ments in Asia, and post-
poned three US tourna-

ments that were scheduled over the next month. Even
if rescheduled, it is unlikely these American tourna-
ments will be played before the Olympic cut-off.

LAST OLYMPIC CHANCE
An even bigger question from a global marketing

aspect is what the PGA Tour shutdown, at least
through next month’s Masters, means to Woods’s
hopes.

He is sixth on the American list, behind Brooks
Koepka, Justin Thomas, Patrick Cantlay, Webb
Simpson and Patrick Reed. Dustin Johnson has ruled
himself out, citing a busy schedule, though he could be
joined by others wanting to keep their travel to a mini-
mum unless the coronavirus abates quickly.

Woods, 44, has often stated his desire to play in
what would likely be his only chance of being an

Olympian, though he has more important matters on
his mind given that he was unable to enter last week’s
Players Championship due to a stiff back.

He has played only twice this year. The 15-times
major champion plays such a limited schedule at the
best of times that even if, under a best-case scenario,

the PGA Tour cranks back up again in mid-April, there
are only a handful of events he will contest before the
Olympic deadline.

The Olympic golf tournaments are scheduled to
take place from July 30-Aug. 2 (men) and Aug. 6-9
(women) at the Kasumigaseki course. — Reuters
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AUGUSTA: File photo shows Tiger Woods of the USA tees off at the 15th on the final
day of the US Masters at Augusta, Georgia. — AFP

Chinese football 
teams rush home 
to avoid virus 
SHANGHAI: Most Chinese Super League (CSL)
clubs fled abroad when the deadly coronavirus hit
the country but they are now rushing back again
as it takes hold elsewhere. The national side is still
training in Dubai — where many CSL teams also
went in recent weeks — but they too are now
making hasty arrangements to get home as soon
as possible.

Wuhan Zall, from the city at the epicentre of
the outbreak, had been training in Spain since late
January but left at the weekend because of the
worsening situation in Europe, now the focal point
of the pandemic. Wuhan will reportedly continue
their chaotic pre-season preparations in
Shenzhen. Wuhan itself is still in lockdown,
despite virus numbers in China reducing. The CSL
season was supposed to begin on February 22 but
was indefinitely postponed. It could start behind
closed doors in May, according to reports.

Leo Baptistao, Wuhan’s Brazilian attacker, told
Chinese media before departing Spain that the
situation “has flipped”. “We are more in danger
(here). It now appears... better to leave,” he said.
Fabio Cannavaro’s CSL champions Guangzhou
Evergrande, who were in Dubai, and runners-up
Beijing Guoan are among the clubs that have
recently returned to China.

Guangzhou R&F, coached by former Arsenal
and Barcelona star Giovanni van Bronckhorst, on
Monday became the latest club to say they were
cutting short their Dubai training camp. However,
getting back to China is not straightforward
because of flight disruptions and strict quarantine
rules when coming home.Wuhan Zall were
stranded in Frankfurt, Germany on Sunday,
according to Chinese media, and their current
location was not immediately available. The
Beijing News reported that Li Tie’s national team
were curtailing their stint in Dubai and had
planned to fly back to the Chinese capital from
Dubai.

However, their return is also becoming compli-
cated, as Beijing authorities are now sending all
international arrivals in the capital to quarantine
facilities. After declaring it had “basically” curbed
the spread of the disease within the country,
China is now worried about an influx of infections
from other countries. There have been more than
6,400 confirmed deaths globally from the coron-
avirus, which emerged in Wuhan in December.
Many prominent sports competitions across the
globe have been halted. — AFP

Man Utd’s Fernandes
named league’s 
player of the month 
LONDON: Manchester United’s January recruit Bruno
Fernandes beat the likes of Marcos Alonso and Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang to be named the Premier
League’s player of the month for February after an
exceptional first month with Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s
side. Portuguese midfielder Fernandes joined United for
an initial fee of 55 million euros ($61.44 million) and he
has thrived as a playmaker in the middle of the park,
winning over the fans to also be named the club’s player
of the month.

The 25-year-old has been pulling strings in United’s
attack to bag two goals — against Watford and Everton

— and three assists in the league since his debut last
month, helping the club beat top four opponents
Chelsea and Manchester City.

“Since I was a kid it was a dream to play for Man
United, and to be there at Old Trafford is the biggest
dream of my career,” Fernandes said https://www.pre-
mierleague.com/news/1644143.

“When you come to a new club you always want to
score, and the first goal is special. It doesn’t matter how
the goal is scored, but important is the goal’s worth. I’m
happy with my start but from now I need to give more
to be better.”

His instant impact has allowed United to go unbeaten
since his debut and they have given their Champions
League qualification hopes a shot in the arm by moving
up to fifth in the standings, three points behind fourth-
placed Chelsea. However, the Premier League has been
suspended until April 4 due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic which has been responsible for an unprecedented
shutdown of world sport. — Reuters

Coach Mancini 
ready to play 
Euros in 2021
MILAN: Italy coach Roberto
Mancini said Sunday he was ready for
the European Championship to be
postponed until 2021 amid the coron-
avirus pandemic. “We would have
won the European Championship this
summer, we can also win it in 2021,”
Mancini told Italian television station
Rai Sport. 

“Let’s wait to see what UEFA
decides, but I adapt to everything,
right now the priority is to save lives.”
European football’s governing body
meet on Tuesday to discuss all
domestic and European competitions,
as well as Euro 2020, which is due to
take place from June 12 to July 12.

Italy are set to host the opening
match in Rome on J12, in a tournament
which will be played in 12 countries
across the continent. All sport in Italy

has been suspended until April 3 with
the nation’s 60 million inhabitants in
lockdown to avoid the spread of the
virus which has killed 1,809 and
infected over 24,000.

“The fact is that the problems we
are having now other nations will have
shortly,” continued the former
Manchester City and Inter Milan
coach.  “First of all we need to protect
people’s health, we have to wait for
the peak, then when this situation
begins to ease off we could start talk-
ing and decide everything later.

“When we return to our normal
life, to football, we will be happier,
we’ll find freedom, be able to go back
to matches at the stadium, have fun,”
added the 55-year-old. “These dra-
matic situations can make you
become better. I hope so.”

Italy won al l  10 of their Euro
2020 qualifying matches as they
roared back under Mancini’s guid-
ance having failed to qualify for the
2018 World Cup. They approach
Euro 2020 searching for just their
second European title after winning
in 1968. — Reuters

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Manchester City v Real Madrid CF 23:00
beIN Sports

Juventus FC v Olympique Lyonnais 23:00
beIN Sports

Australia v Uzbekistan 17:00
beIN SPORTS

United Arab Emirates v Kyrgyzstan 19:00
beIN SPORTS Roberto Mancini

Serie A campaign 
could be spread 
over two seasons
ROME: The President of the Italian football federa-
tion (FIGC), Gabriele Gravina, said that the 2019/20
Serie A campaign could be spread over two seasons
in order to bring the league to a conclusion.

All sports events in Italy have been put on hold
until April 3 due to the coronavirus outbreak, put-
ting the completion of the Italian football season in
doubt.

At a FIGC meeting on March 10, the body con-
firmed that the option of holding playoffs to decide
the champion and relegated teams was being con-
sidered, as well as declaring the current standings
as final or not declaring a champion at all. But with
Italy in complete lockdown to fight the spread of
the virus, it is looking ever-more likely that the sus-
pension of football matches will be extended.

There are currently 12 rounds of league action
left to be completed, although eight Serie A teams
have 13 fixtures remaining. “If it isn’t possible to
bring the leagues to a conclusion, we will opt for
other decisions,” Gravina told Radio 1 Rai.

“It isn’t ruled out that the current season could
be spread out over two different seasons. “I under-
stand that there is a lot of curiosity, but today
nobody is in a position to say what our future
holds.”

Gravina also revealed that he will back calls for
Euro 2020 to be postponed when representatives of
national federations, European leagues and clubs
hold an emergency video-conference call today.

European club football has ground to a halt as
countries across the continent look to stop the
spread of the virus. Euro 2020, which is set to start
on June 12 and take place for a month across 12 dif-
ferent nations, could be pushed back by a year to
give the national leagues a chance to finish.

“The postponement of the European
Championships is the idea to follow,” said Gravina.
“Tomorrow we will ask for an act of responsibility
from UEFA and all the Federations, to follow a path
that seeks to protect the health of the athletes and
fans across the world.” — Reuters

LAHORE: The final leg of Bangladesh’s tour of
Pakistan, which involved a test match and a one-day
international next month, has been postponed due to
the coronavirus pandemic, the cricket boards said yes-
terday. Bangladesh were due to reach Karachi on
March 29 to play the one-dayer on April 1 and the sec-
ond test match which was to begin four days later at
the port city.

“The two boards will now work together to identify
a future opportunity to complete the ICC World Test
Championship commitment,” the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) said in a statement.

Bangladesh toured Pakistan in January to play three
Twenty20 Internationals before returning last month
to play the first test in Rawalpindi which the hosts won
by an innings and 44 runs. The PCB has also indefinite-
ly postponed the domestic Pakistan Cup one-day tour-
nament which was to start from March 25.

Earlier yesterday, New Zealand Cricket (NZC) can-
celled the last two rounds of the Plunket Shield due to
the pandemic and awarded the title to league leaders
Wellington Firebirds. Chief executive David White said
NZC took the “difficult decision” after receiving
expert medical advice and following the government’s
move to tighten border controls.

“We’re informed the risk is very real; the pace of

change is great - and we have a duty of care to not
only our staff and players but our communities as
well,” White said in a statement. The Wellington
Firebirds clinched the 2019-20 title thanks to their 26-
point lead over Central Stags.

NZC has also cancelled its March 30 annual award
ceremony scheduled in Auckland. “Hopefully, this is
something we can stage at a later and more appropri-
ate date - but at the moment it would be far too much
of a risk to hold the event in a fortnight, as scheduled,”
White added. New Zealand’s schedule upheaval fol-
lows Cricket Australia’s decision to cancel the final
round of the Sheffield Shield season in an effort to
reduce travel. CA was yet to decide if the March 27
final will take place as scheduled.

Australia and New Zealand’s limited overs tours
have been postponed in the wake of new travel restric-
tions announced by the New Zealand government.
Australian limited-overs specialist Chris Lynn will head
home after guiding Lahore Qalandars to their maiden
semi-finals in the Pakistan Super League on Sunday.
“Unfortunately in these circumstances I’ve chosen to
head home. I’ve always said there is more to life than
cricket and this is certainly one of these cases,” Lynn
wrote on Instagram after smashing a 52-ball century in
an empty Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore. — Reuters
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