
ISSUE NO: 18083

20 Pages  
150 Fils

 
www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

RAJAB 22, 1441 AH 
TUESDAY,  
MARCH 17, 2020

Max 29º 
Min 13º 

In Delhi, riots deepen  
Hindu-Muslim divide8Cutting employees’ salaries due 

to store closures illegal: Lawyer4 Tunisia herbalists cash  
in on coronavirus fear15 Doubts grow in Japan  

over Tokyo Olympics20

Interior minister warns of  
curfew, expat deportation

11 new coronavirus cases in Kuwait • Ministries’ budget increased by KD 500m

KUWAIT: Expatriates returning from Egypt, Syria and Lebanon wait to be tested at the health ministry contain-
ment and screening zone for coronavirus at the Mishref fairgrounds yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh yester-
day issued a stern warning that curfew could be 
imposed and some expats will be deported immedi-
ately in case people do not comply with measures 
to contain the coronavirus. The minister told Kuwait 
TV that he was unhappy about people venturing 
out unnecessarily, violating measures announced by 
the government to halt the spread of the coron-
avirus in the country, as new cases of the deadly 
disease were announced yesterday. 

“The government will not accept under any cir-
cumstance to see the collapse of the health regime 
in the country just for failure to comply with official 
guidelines and instructions,” the minister said. He 
stressed that obeying government instructions is a 
must and the government will resort to other deci-
sions if citizens and expatriates disobey orders and 
endanger the health regime. Saleh noted that many 
expatriates showed honorable abidance, but regret-
tably, the behavior of some others has to be faced 
with legal measures. 

“Let me be very clear - the government will not 
hesitate to impose curfew or the immediate depor-
tation of violating expatriates if there is no compli-
ance with instructions,” the minister said. Saleh said 
the government has repeatedly appealed to people 

not to venture out of homes except for necessity, 
insisting that food reserves in the country are plenty 
and sufficient. The minister’s warning comes a day 
after the government floated the idea that imposing 
curfew in the country was one of the options and 
appealed to the public to stay at home.  

The Council of Ministers meanwhile approved 
toughening penalties against violators of a 1969 law 
that governs measures of safeguarding the country 
against an epidemic. The Cabinet also discussed 
ways to repatriate some 9,000 Kuwaitis from 
abroad, which is linked to preparing quarantines for 
them. The Cabinet also increased the budgets of 
ministries and governmental departments by KD 
500 million for the fiscal year 2020/2021 to face the 
coronavirus. It also established a temporary fund 
for receiving financial contributions to support the 
government’s efforts to fight the virus.  

The ministry of health meanwhile reported 11 new 
coronavirus cases - 10 Kuwaitis and one Egyptian 
woman who returned from Egypt, raising the num-
ber of infections to 123. Of the 10 Kuwaiti cases, one 
had returned from Iran, one from the US, four from 
the UK, one from Qatar and three who came in con-
tact with those who returned from the UK. 

The health ministry said three new cases have 
recovered, bringing the number to 12 who have 
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News in brief

Renewal without car inspection  
 

KUWAIT: The interior ministry said Sunday 
car owners can now renew insurance docu-
ments of their vehicles without the need for 
technical inspection, amidst the current excep-
tional circumstances. The ministry’s general traf-
fic department said car owners should keep the 
insurance documents inside their cars in case of 
accidents. — KUNA 

Man kills wife, dumps body 
 
KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti man killed his wife and 
dumped her body in Salmi desert a week ago. 
The citizen had lured his wife to Ardiya follow-
ing a dispute, then hit her on the head, killing 
her in the process. He then took her body to the 
Salmi desert, wrapped it in a sleeping bag and 
dumped it. The man was arrested after his 
mother-in-law had suspicions about her daugh-
ter’s absence. The suspect confessed and led 
authorities to the body. — Hanan Al-Saadoun

Biden commits to female VP mate  
 

WASHINGTON: White House hopeful Joe 
Biden yesterday committed to picking a woman 
as his vice presidential candidate should he win 
the Democratic nomination. “If I’m elected 
president, my cabinet, my administration, will 
look like the country, and I commit that I will in 
fact appoint a woman to be vice president,” 
Biden, himself a former vice president, said dur-
ing a debate against his leftist rival Bernie 
Sanders. — AFP (See Page 6) 

2 dead in Jordan prison riot  
 

AMMAN: Two inmates have been killed in a 
prison riot in Jordan, the state news agency said 
Sunday, after family visits were banned for two 
weeks to tackle coronavirus. The two died in a 
riot at a facility in Irbid province, the Petra 
news agency said. Health minister Saad Jaber 
announced six new cases of COVID-19 on 
Sunday, taking the total number of infections to 
seven. Four French tourists were among the new 
cases, he said. — AFP 

RIYADH: A man walks outside a closed restaurant in the Saudi capital yesterday. — AFP 

DUBAI: A picture taken on Sunday shows a general 
view of Dubai. — AFP 

DUBAI: Bahrain reported the Arab 
Gulf’s first death from the coronavirus 
yesterday and Saudi Arabia urged its 
citizens to stay at home as the region 
broadened measures to shield popula-
tions and economies from the out-
break. Nearly 1,000 people have now 
tested positive for the virus in the six-
nation Gulf Cooperation Council, and 
member states have restricted entry 
and movement. 

Saudi Arabia, which along with 
Kuwait suspended all international 
flights and closed most public spaces, 
said it was considering suspending 

work for the private sector after doing 
so for the government sector, except 
health and security. “We hope citizens 
will stay at home and not go out unless 
needed,” Saudi Health Minister Tawfiq 
Al-Rabiah told a news conference yes-
terday. The kingdom ordered the pri-
vate sector to give two-week mandato-
ry sick leave for pregnant women and 
employees with conditions that leave 
them vulnerable, state media reported. 

The 65-year-old Bahraini woman 
who died from the coronavirus had 
underlying health conditions, Bahrain’s 
health ministry said on Twitter. Bahrain 
has reported 221 cases, including 
dozens among citizens evacuated from 
Iran last week. Bahrain state media on 
Sunday showed footage of a quarantine 
center set up on a barren island con-
nected to the mainland by a causeway. 
Dozens of beds ready for patients 
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Gulf’s first 
virus death  
in Bahrain

TEHRAN/CAIRO: Iran said yesterday that the 
novel coronavirus had killed 129 more people, a new 
record high for a single day in one of the world’s 
worst-hit countries. “Our plea is that everyone take 
this virus seriously and in no way attempt to travel 
to any province,” health ministry spokesman 
Kianoush Jahanpour said in a televised news con-
ference. The latest deaths bring the overall toll to 
853 fatalities since Feb 19, when the government 
announced Iran’s first two deaths from the COVID-
19 disease. 

Jahanpour also reported 1,053 confirmed new 
cases of infection in the past 24 hours, raising the 
total to 14,991. Tehran province had the highest 
number of new infections with 200 cases, about 50 
fewer than the day before. The central province of 
Isfahan followed with 118 cases, with Mazandaran in 
the north of Iran coming next with 96. Khorasan 
Razavi province, home to the holy Shiite city of 
Mashhad, was not among the reported provinces 
with fresh cases. It had recorded 143 the day before. 
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129 new deaths 
in Iran; Egypt  
to stop flights 

DUBAI: Gulf central banks cut interest rates yes-
terday, a day after the US Federal Reserve slashed 
its rates to near zero in an effort to ease the impact 
of the coronavirus outbreak. Kuwait’s Central Bank 
cut its deposit rate by 100 bps to 1.5 percent, its 
lowest level in history. It also cut its overnight, one-
week and one-month repo rates by 100 bps to 1 
percent, 1.25 percent, and 1.75 percent respectively. 
The bank lowered the rate as part of a series of pre-
cautionary measures “for the consequences of the 
outbreak of the coronavirus and its implications for 
the national economy and the local market”, it said 
on Twitter.  

Stock markets in the energy-rich Gulf states tum-
bled yesterday as oil prices extended losses amid 
unprecedented measures against the coronavirus. 
Oil prices, the main source of Gulf revenues, skidded 
to their worst level since early 2016 amid a price war 
between Russia and Saudi Arabia, the second and 
third world producers. Boursa Kuwait continued to 
bleed with the Premier Index sliding 5.0 percent and 
the All-Shares Index dropping 3.9 percent. 
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