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CHRISTCHURCH: Aliya Danzeisen rises before dawn
every day to hear the news so she can prepare her
school-age daughters for any harassment they may
face for being Muslim. “We don’t feel any safer,” the
Muslim community leader says, reflecting on the 12
months since the Christchurch mosque attacks, in
which a self-declared white supremacist killed 51 Mus-
lims at Friday prayers.

The abuse experienced prior to the attacks on
March 15 last year died down immediately after the
killings, Danzeisen said, adding: “It felt the entire New
Zealand population was rallying behind us.” But she
says it is now on the rise
again, a year on from the
killings that rattled the
normally peaceful South
Pacific nation, with un-
ease among the Muslim
community amid ongo-
ing vitriol and threats.

Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern-who re-
ceived widespread
praise for her handling
of the aftermath of the massacre-admitted Friday
there was “much more” her country could do to tackle
white supremacists. Anjum Rahman, co-founder of the
Islamic Women’s Council of New Zealand said there
was an “undercurrent or rhetoric of hate... it isn’t just
our community, we see it a lot in online hate (towards)
the transgender community. “I wouldn’t say it’s specif-
ically just us, but we’re feeling it.”

Muslim women who wear headscarves were tar-
geted “because they think we’re vulnerable and can’t
fight back”, she said. Following the massacre at two
mosques in the South Island city, New Zealand’s gov-

ernment moved swiftly. Gun laws were tightened,
Ardern launched a global campaign to have terrorist
and extremist content removed online, and a judicial
inquiry was established to investigate what could have
been done to prevent the attacks. 

Danzeisen, a former corporate lawyer in the United
States who moved to New Zealand 14 years ago, said
she believes the support shown to Muslims in the im-
mediate aftermath of the shooting “surprised those in
the fringe supremacist movements”. “As a result it’s
made them more defensive and more vitriolic, they’ve
become louder,” she said.

Poison threat 
In a recent threat to the Is-

lamic Women’s Council “they
told us that they knew what we
were doing, who we were, who
we were meeting with and they
were watching us and there was
a mention of poisoning”.
Danzeisen said she felt it was
important to brief her high
school-age daughters about

global incidents so they could handle any intimidation.
“I did that for years, so they could go to school and be
prepared, to be able to explain to peers or teachers
when there is an international issue to explain why in
their response. I am aware of children being harassed
both by peers but also educators.”

The impact spreads beyond New Zealand. At the
Al Noor mosque Jabara Akhter Juti said her family in
Bangladesh remain “very concerned about me” since
she moved to Christchurch last year with her hus-
band. The imam at Al Noor, Gamal Fouda, wanted the
broader impact of extremism addressed and not just

confined to Muslims. “That was a war against New
Zealand, not only against Muslims, because today it
is against one group tomorrow against another
group, people of other ethnic backgrounds are tar-
geted,” he said.

Mosque spokesman Tony Green said a recent in-
cident in Auckland where a Chinese doctor was
abused in public because of coronavirus highlighted

the problem. “I don’t know if she was born in New
Zealand but she’s been here for a very long time and
she had people shouting at her ‘go back to China’.
“This is part of a much wider issue and I think people
need to come to terms with it.” “It’s global issue, it af-
fects communities all across the world.” The inquiry
into the mosque shootings is due to report back at the
end of April.— AFP 

Muslims still feel unsafe a year 
after massacre in New Zealand 

Muslim women who wear headscarves on target

CHRISTCHURCH: Members of the Muslim community Jood Almutairi (right), Alaa Fouda (center) and
Nada Fouda leave after attending congregational prayers, two days ahead of the first anniversary of
the Christchurch mosque shootings, at Horncastle Arena in Christchurch. — AFP 

Coronavirus is 
‘a punishment’  
for US, Europe 
HARARE: Zimbabwe’s defense minister has
called the coronavirus pandemic a “punish-
ment” of the US and Europe for imposing
sanctions against members of the ruling
regime over human rights abuses. Coron-
avirus has infected more than 150,000 peo-
ple worldwide and killed almost 6,000 since
it was first detected in China last December. 

“Coronavirus is the work of god punish-
ing countries who imposed sanctions on
us,” said Zimbabwe’s defense minister
Oppah Muchinguri on Saturday, speaking
at a rally in the northern town of Chinhoyi.
“They are now staying indoors. Their
economies are screaming just like they did
to our economy.”

The United States and the European
Union first imposed sanctions on Zimbabwe
during the despotic rule of the country’s late
ex-president Robert Mugabe, ousted by the
military in November 2017. The measures
were aimed at high-ranking officials and
government institutions, including travel
bans on Mugabe and his inner circle. Pres-
ident Emmerson Mnangagwa has been bat-
tling to re-engage with the West since he
took office in 2017.

But the US extended sanctions this
month to two security officials accused of
orchestrating a violent crackdown on
protests over a delay in election results in
2018, killing six. Muchinguri said the novel
virus would teach US President Donald

Trump that “he is not God”. “They must feel
the effects of coronavirus and understand
our pain,” she said. Trump declared a na-
tional state of emergency on Saturday. At
least 2,700 people have tested positive in
the US and more than 50 have died.

Sub-Saharan Africa has so far escaped
the worst of the pandemic, with fewer than
100 cases confirmed in more than 20 coun-
tries. Zimbabwe has not yet detected any
cases. Neighboring South Africa announced
13 new cases on Sunday, bringing the coun-
try’s tally up to 51. On Twitter, many Zim-
babweans said they were appalled by

Muchinguri’s words. “To say I’m gobs-
macked is an understatement,” tweeted law
professor Alex Magaisa. “How does a senior
minister utter such rubbish?”

Others criticized the government for not
taking the pandemic seriously enough.
“Namibian President... has cancelled Inde-
pendence Celebrations,” tweeted journalist
Hopewell Chin’ono.  “Yet in Zimbabwe the
regime is pushing ahead with Independence
celebrations... whilst hospitals are dilapi-
dated!” To date only government officials
and staff have been banned from foreign
travel in Zimbabwe. — AFP 

HARARE: A medical staff member wears protective equipment at the Wilkins Infectious
Diseases Hospital in Harare as they demonstrate their state of preparedness to treat
the COVID-19 coronavirus in the event the epidemic reaches Zimbabwe where five
suspected cases have tested negative. — AFP 

COVID-19
myth or reality?
PARIS: Can a single COVID-19 patient
infect dozens of others? Although trans-
mission rates in the current outbreak
appear to be far lower, a variety of fac-
tors can lead to an individual infecting
many. The concept of so-called “super-
spreaders” - patients who typically in-
fect far more people than the standard
transmission rates - emerged in previ-
ous outbreaks of diseases such as Sars
and Mers. Amesh Adalja, an expert in
emerging infectious diseases at John
Hopkins University, said the term was
not scientific and there was no set quan-
tity of transmissions that would define a
super-spreader.  

“But, in general, it is usually a
markedly higher figure when compared
to that of other individuals,” he said.  A
range of variables govern how many
people an individual infects, from how
fast they shed the virus to how many
people they come in to close contact
with. The novel coronavirus has a typical
transmission rate of 2-3 - that is, every
confirmed case appears to infect be-
tween 2 and 3 other people on average.
But the pandemic has thrown up at least
two patients who appear to have been
super-spreaders.

Suspected super-spreaders 
One suspected super-spreader, a

British national, appears to have infected
a dozen others when he returned from
Singapore and then went skiing in the
Alps. He recovered, but may have in-
fected another five people after return-
ing home. In South Korea, which has the
second highest number of COVID-19
cases outside of Italy, a woman known
as Patient 31 appears to have infected
dozens of others.

But in an ever better-connected
world, it can be challenging to defini-
tively link transmissions to an individual
patient. “It’s possible that what we call
super-spreaders exist, those patients

who don’t only infect 2-3 others but
could infect dozens,” said Eric Caumes,
head of infectious and tropical diseases
at Paris’ Pitie-Salpetriere Hospital. “The
problem is we aren’t spotting them.”

According to Olivier Bouchaud, head
of infectious diseases at that Avicenne
hospital in Paris’ suburbs, variable trans-
mission rates could be down to how fast
a patient sheds the virus once infected.
“That’s just a hypothesis at this point,”
he said. “Obviously we don’t have a clear
explanation, and there’s nothing specific
to COVID-19.” Another unknown is the
role played by young children, who are
less severely affected by the virus but
are capable of transmitting it - part of
the reason many countries have moved
to close schools in recent days.

‘Highly variable’ 
Cristl Donnelly, professor of Applied

Statistics at the University of Oxford,
said all disease transmission was by na-
ture “highly variable”. “But we are not all
the same, we vary in our immune sys-
tems, in our behavior, and in where we
happen to be,” she said. “All of these
things can affect how many people we
would transmit to.” Bharat Pankhania, an
infectious diseases expert at Britain’s
Exeter University, even disputed
whether super-spreaders existed.

He said that the biggest factors de-
termining transmission were environ-
mental, made worse in
dense-populated cities. “These circum-
stances often are: crowding; a confined
space with poor ventilation; poor in-
fection control, meaning lots of non-
porous, hard surfaces which can keep
a virus viable for a longer time; a favor-
able ambient humidity; and the infected
person usually being in the early phase
of their illness, when virus secretions
are at their peak,” he said. 

It’s due to these contributing fac-
tors that many experts are reluctant to
talk in terms of super-spreaders.
Added to this, as France’s health min-
ister has pointed out, the term might
be used to stigmatize individuals,
when it is likely they transmitted
COVID19 without realizing. — AFP 
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Hindu group touts 
cow urine elixir 
for coronavirus
NEW DELHI: Dozens of Hindu activists
held a cow urine party in the Indian capital
Saturday to protect themselves from the
new coronavirus, as countries around the
world struggle to control the deadly pan-
demic. Members and supporters of All India
Hindu Mahasabha staged fire rituals and
drank from earthen cups to fight COVID-19
at the gathering in New Delhi dubbed a
“gaumutra (cow urine) party”.

Many in the Hindu-majority nation of 1.3
billion consider cows sacred and in recent
years have made several assertions about
the liquid being an elixir, claims that critics
have rejected as quackery. “Whoever drinks
cow urine will be cured and protected,” Hari
Shankar Kumar, one of the volunteers at the
event, told AFP as he served the “remedy”
in brown clay cups. 

Governments and scientists have said no
medicine or vaccine is available to protect
or cure people of the infection that has
killed more than 5,400 people and infected
nearly 150,000 across six continents. Two
people have died in India while more than
80 have fallen ill, and the government has
ordered the closure of some land routes into
the country and cancelled all visas to stop
the spread of the virus in the world’s second

most populous country. 
Members draped in saffron clothes

chanted Hindu hymns at the fire ritual as
devotees sang paeans for the sacred animal.
“We have gathered here and prayed for
world peace and we will make an offering to
the corona (virus) to calm it,” Chakrapani
Maharaj, the group’s leader, told reporters
before gulping down a cup of urine. He then
offered a glass to a devil-shaped caricature
of the virus to “pacify” it.

He urged people to adopt the “tried and
tested” practice of drinking cow urine to

ward off diseases, and desist from killing an-
imals and eating meat. “The coronavirus is
also a bacteria (virus) and cow urine is ef-
fective against all forms of bacteria that
harm us,” claimed Om Prakash, a participant
from the neighboring state of Uttar Pradesh.
Some members of Hindu nationalist Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s party have also
claimed cow urine has medicinal qualities
and can even cure cancer. One legislator
from the party last week suggested use of
the urine as well as cow dung can cure the
coronavirus. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Hindu organization Akhil Bharat Hindu Mahasabha president Chakrapani Maharaj
(second right) poses along with members and supporters holding cups as they attend a ‘gau-
mutra (cow urine) party’ to fight against the spread of the coronavirus on Saturday. — AFP 

Israel tries to
untangle 
political knot
JERUSALEM: Israel’s Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu yesterday pro-
posed a six-month “emergency gov-
ernment” to confront the coronavirus
crisis and end a political deadlock after
the country’s third inconclusive elec-
tion in less than a year. With Ne-
tanyahu facing criminal charges in
three corruption cases - his trial was
supposed to start on Tuesday - politi-
cal rivals quickly cast dispersions on
his motives.

The right-wing Likud party leader
made the offer to his main political
challenger, former armed forces chief
Benny Gantz of the centrist Blue and
White party, as Israel’s president was
poised to choose a candidate this week

to try to put together a governing
coalition. Neither Likud nor Blue and
White won enough seats in parliament
in the March 2 election to secure a rul-
ing majority on their own, or with the
support of potential coalition partners.

Netanyahu said on Twitter that a
“national emergency government ... led
by me” would - unlike Israel’s current
caretaker administration - be able to
pass a budget and make “difficult deci-
sions” in the face of an “international
and a national crisis”. Israel’s longest-
serving leader also proposed that as an
alternative to a six-month government,
he and Gantz could join forces in a
four-year “unity” administration. Under
that blueprint, Netanyahu would be
prime minister for the first two years,
and Gantz would then take over. Gantz
signaled he was open to a unity gov-
ernment but cast doubt on Netanyahu’s
true intentions. Were Netanyahu sin-
cere in his offer he would send a nego-
tiating team to Blue and White rather
than make proposals via social media,
Gantz tweeted. — Reuters


