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DUBAI: The beachside boulevard of Jumeirah Beach Residence is seen empty amid coronavirus fears in the Gulf emirate of Dubai. — AFP

MADRID: France and Spain joined Italy in imposing
lockdowns on tens of millions of people, Australia or-
dered self-isolation of arriving foreigners, and Ar-
gentina and El Salvadore extended entry bans as the
world sought to contain the spreading coronavirus.
Panic buying in Australia, the United States and Britain
saw leaders appeal for calm over the virus that has in-
fected over 138,000 people globally and killed more
than 5,000.

Several countries imposed bans on mass gathering,
shuttered sporting, cultural and religious events, while
medical experts urged people to practice “social distanc-
ing” to curb the spread. All of
Pope Francis’ Easter services
next month will be held with-
out the faithful attending, the
Vatican said yesterday, in a
step believed to be unprece-
dented in modern times.

The services, four days of
major events from Holy
Thursday to Easter Sunday,
usually draw tens of thou-
sands of people to sites in
Rome and in the Vatican.

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison said from
yesterday international travelers arriving in the country
would need to isolate themselves for 14 days, and foreign
cruise ships would be banned for 30 days, given a rise in
imported cases.

“What we’ve seen in recent weeks, is more countries

having issues with the virus and that means the source of
some of those transmissions are coming from more and
more countries,” Morrison told a news conference. Aus-
tralia’s latest restrictions mirror those announced by neigh-
boring New Zealand on Saturday. Australia has recorded
more than 250 coronavirus cases and three deaths.

Travel bans, airline cutbacks
US President Donald Trump declared a national

emergency on Friday. The United States has recorded
more than 2,000 cases and 50 deaths, but has been crit-
icized for slow testing. Travel bans and a plunge in global

air travel saw further airline
cut backs, with American
Airlines Inc planning to cut
75% of international flights
through May 6 and ground
nearly all its widebody fleet.
The dramatic announcement
by the largest US airline
came hours after the White
House said the United States
would widen new travel re-
strictions on Europeans to

include travelers in the United Kingdom and Ireland,
starting today night. 

Washington has already imposed flight restrictions on
China. China tightened checks on international travelers
arriving at Beijing airport after the number of imported
new coronavirus infections surpassed locally transmitted
cases for a second day in a row. Anyone arriving to Bei-

jing from abroad will be transferred directly to a central
quarantine facility for 14 days for observation starting
March 16, a city government official said. 

China, where the epidemic began in December, ap-
pears to now face a greater threat of new infections from
outside its borders as it continues to slow the spread of
the virus domestically. China has reported 80,984 cases
and 3,203 deaths, according to a Reuters tally, of which
66,911 have recovered in mainland China, which has im-
posed draconian containment policies, locking down sev-
eral major cities.

Lockdowns, stay home
Spain put its 47 million inhabitants under partial lock-

down on Saturday as part of a 15-day state of emergency
to combat the epidemic in Europe’s second worst-af-
fected country after Italy. Spain had 193 coronavirus
deaths and 6,250 cases, public broadcaster TVE said on
Saturday, up from 120 deaths reported on Friday.

France  shut shops, restaurants and entertainment fa-
cilities from yesterday with its 67 million people were
told to stay home after confirmed infections doubled in
72 hours. French Prime Minister Edouard Philippe said
the government had no other option after the public
health authority said 91 people had died in France and
almost 4,500 were now infected.

“We must absolutely limit our movements,” he said.
Britain is preparing to ban mass gatherings, while isolat-
ing people aged over 70 for up to four months is part of
its action plan to tackle coronavirus which will be imple-
mented in the coming weeks, Health Secretary Matt Han-

cock said yesterday. Argentina banned entry to non-res-
idents who have travelled to a country highly affected by
coronavirus in the last 14 days, the government officially
announced late on Saturday.

The ban will last 30 days. Argentina has 45 cases of
coronavirus, the health ministry said, up from 21 on
March 12. Panama said flights arriving from Europe and
Asia would be temporarily suspended, with the exception
of flights that transport doctors, medical equipment or
other humanitarian aid. Colombia will expel four Euro-
peans for violating compulsory quarantine protocols, just
hours after it closed its border with Venezuela, the gov-
ernment said on Saturday.

Anti-terrorism tracking 
Israel will use anti-terrorism tracking technology and

partially shutdown its economy to minimize transmission
risks, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Sat-
urday. Cyber tech monitoring would be deployed to lo-
cate people who have been in contact with those
carrying the virus, subject to cabinet approval, Ne-
tanyahu told a news conference in Jerusalem.

Starting yesterday, South Korea began to subject vis-
itors from France, Germany, Britain, Spain and the
Netherlands to stricter border checks, after imposing
similar rules for China, Italy and Iran which have major
outbreaks. Visitors from those countries now need to
download an app which will report whether they have
symptoms. South Korea has been testing hundreds of
thousands of people and tracking potential carriers using
cell phone and satellite technology.— Reuters
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Coronavirus to deliver 
fresh hit to staggering 
media sector
WASHINGTON: The ailing US news industry is brac-
ing for more turmoil with the coronavirus pandemic ex-
pected to deliver an economic shock to the sector - just
when people need credible information the most. The
impact is expected to be especially difficult for the
newspaper sector, which has endured a decade where
2,000 publications have disappeared and newsroom
jobs have fallen by half.

News organizations are expected to take a hit from
drops in advertising in an economic downturn, and
could see declines in subscription revenue as readers
pare expenses. Conferences and events that some or-
ganizations have used to supplement their incomes is
also likely to disappear as long as the health emergency
persists. “If you’re ad supported and now heading into
a period of short-term economic contraction that’s

very bad for your business,” said Gabriel Kahn, a jour-
nalism professor at the University of Southern Califor-
nia who follows industry economic trends.

“For smaller local players that’s a direct hit they
can’t easily recover from.” The free Seattle weekly The
Stranger this week warned of an impending crisis and
asked readers for donations, noting that “90 percent
of our revenue - advertising, ticketing fees, and our
own events - is directly tied to people getting together
in groups. The coronavirus situation has virtually elim-
inated this income all at once.”

Crisis highlights value 
At the same time, the epidemic offers “an oppor-

tunity to turn the tide of the past few years” and re-
build trust with readers, University of Oregon
journalism professor Damian Radcliffe said. “At a time
of a national and international public health crisis,
communities need reliable, informed journalism more
than ever.” Radcliffe said several news organizations
have dropped paywalls as an effort to show “journal-
ism as an act of public good.” Kahn agreed that for
many newsrooms, “this is the moment they can de-
velop a connection with their audience and establish
their value.”

Joseph Lichterman, head of editorial and digital
strategy at Lenfest Institute, which owns the Philadel-
phia Inquirer, said news organizations will face huge
challenges in covering the crisis as well as an oppor-
tunity. “People tend to trust local media more than na-
tional media, so you want to have strong local news
organizations,” he said. But he added that news or-
ganizations are being pressed to expand coverage as
the health crisis worsens, creating additional prob-
lems. “They have to deal with the logistics of keeping
the business afloat and making sure their staff is safe,”
he said.

Some research has pointed to the importance of
local media in dealing with an epidemic, among other
public interest matters. A 2018 study by University of
North Carolina researchers noted that trackers at the
Centers for Disease Control rely on local news reports
to monitor the spread of many diseases. “The CDC re-
lies on the news stories in local papers to provide them
with an early warning system, which is critical in con-
taining the spread,” the report said. —AFP

Unlike 2008, world 
economic doctors 
feud over cure
LONDON: “I think the patient is stabilized,” then US
president Barack Obama declared after G20 powers pre-
scribed unprecedented remedies to steady the crisis-
wracked world economy just over a decade ago. Today,
as the world fights to immunize global growth from the
coronavirus pandemic and Obama’s successor Donald
Trump rips up the rulebook of cooperation, there has
been no such collective response, and globalization itself
is ailing.

“Trump thinks all problems are external,” Charlie
Robertson, global chief economist with Renaissance Cap-
ital in London said. “He’s always been of the view that if
you can just maintain external security, you’ll feel better
about yourself, whether it’s to do with trade or the virus,”
he said. “It does add to the anti-globalization story.”

The outbreak risks exacerbating isolationist and pop-
ulist trends already in evidence, after COVID-19 emerged
in China late last year to infect much of the rest of the
world. Trump, after pursuing a trade war with China, is

waging a blame game and blindsided Europeans by ban-
ning travel from the continent to ward off the “foreign”
disease. Some countries in Europe are also shutting their
borders. “Our experience is that primarily foreigners
brought in the disease, and that it is spreading among for-
eigners,” Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor Orban said.

Globalization in sick ward 
There is no scientific basis for such claims. But in con-

crete terms, the pandemic has exposed the reliance of
many companies, from Apple to fashion chain Zara, on
China as the world’s foremost production hub.  Trump’s
populist rhetoric and tariffs war were already forcing
some companies, Apple included, to look at “reshoring”
jobs back home or diversifying supplies. 

The trend could deepen as the coronavirus strains or
breaks supply chains centered on China, according to
Vicky Redwood, senior economic adviser at Capital Eco-
nomics. “Globalization has undermined the power of na-
tional governments and been blamed for rising inequality,
multinational tax avoidance and unwanted migration,” she
said.  “But business fundamentals are important too - for
example, regardless of politics, companies have been
waking up to the problems that long and complicated
supply chains bring.”

In the years since the financial crisis took hold in 2008,
globalization as measured by trade flows and foreign di-
rect investment has flatlined as a proportion of GDP, ac-
cording to analysis by Capital Economics. Over the past
decade, it has also started to make more business sense
to have production closer to home as China becomes
more expensive, thanks to rising wages and a shrinking
workforce. “China’s wealth level is 10 times higher per
person and labor costs are vastly higher than they were
20 years ago,” Robertson commented. “So you don’t get
the same cost benefit.”

The 2008 banking crisis gave birth to G20 summits of
nations including China to determine collective measures.
“You’ve got a sick patient; I think we applied the right
medicine,” Obama said after a summit in London in April
2009 adopted far-reaching financial and trade responses.
Fast-forward to earlier this month, when the more select
group of G7 economies vowed to use “all appropriate
policy tools” to protect world growth against the epi-
demic. Despite a lack of specifics, financial markets hoped
that meant concerted action was coming.—AFP

NEW YORK: A view of Manhattan Eye, Ear and Throat Hos-
pital on 64th Street as the coronavirus continues to spread
across the United States in New York City. — AFP 

DUBLIN: A newspaper seller poses for a picture with a daily
newspaper in the Grafton shopping area of Dublin. Ireland
has announced the closure of all schools and colleges, and
recommended the cancellation of mass gatherings as part
of measures to combat the spread of the coronavirus. — AFP 


