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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) has issued two additional circulars per-
tinent to cargo flights and arrivals to Kuwait. Circular
No 30, which handles cargo flights, states that an op-
eration request must be sent to the DGCA, including
the information of the flight, details of the shipment,
and air crews. It also requests air crews to adhere to
the procedures of the health authorities at Kuwait In-
ternational Airport. The request can be sent to the fol-
lowing e-mail: schedules@dgca.gov.kw. In addition,
air crews are allowed to use the Kuwait International
Airport transit hotel if they wish, it said, noting that
health procedures are mandatory and will be applied.

Circular No 31, which targets all arrivals to Kuwait,
states that all arrivals from Egypt, China, Hong Kong,
South Korea, Italy, Iran and Iraq are to be placed
under quarantine for 14 days. All arrivals to Kuwait In-
ternational Airport coming from other countries must
enter 14-day mandatory home self-quarantine, ac-
cording to the circular. Meanwhile, Jazeera Airways,
a Kuwaiti private airline, said its fleet of 14 planes is
ready to carry Kuwaiti citizens, goods and medical
supplies to Kuwait under these circumstances. It
added in a statement that it was equipping an inte-
grated medical facility at Kuwait International Air-
port’s Terminal 5 (T5) to check arrivals to Kuwait for
coronavirus once flights resume. — KUNA
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Kuwait Fights Coronavirus

Fairground screenings of expats
for COVID-19 negative: Ministry

KUWAIT: Kuwait has so far recorded 112
cases infected with the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19). With the exception of four
cases in critical condition, all cases are in
stable condition and are recovering in
quarantined locations designated by the
government for this purpose, while
dozens have been discharged after ex-
hibiting no symptoms during their 14-day
quarantine period, the Ministry of Health
confirmed. Meanwhile, nine people have
recovered completely after previously
been infected with the virus, the ministry
said. Kuwait is taking measures to test
Kuwaitis coming from infected areas for
potential infection, as it has already
tested thousands of people, the over-
whelming majority of them have returned
from Iran. Meanwhile, Kuwait requires all
expatriates who arrived from travel on
February 27 and beyond to visit Kuwait
International Fairground where the Min-
istry of Health has set up a center at Hall

6 to test people for possible infection.

Precautions
Kuwait halted all commercial flights to

and from the Gulf Arab state starting March
13 and until further notice, with the excep-
tion of cargo flights. Authorities also an-
nounced a public holiday in the country
from March 12 to March 26, with work re-
suming on March 29, while entities provid-
ing vitpPeople are banned from going to
restaurants and cafes, including those inside
malls until further notice. The government
decided to close all shopping malls, beauty
salons and barber shops as part of its meas-
ures to prevent the spread of the coron-
avirus. The government also allowed
restaurants to host a maximum of five peo-
ple at a time and in case there are lines, the
distance must be at least one meter between
people.

State departments have been on high
alert to take precautions against the poten-

tial spread of the virus. The Ministry of
Commerce and Industry has taken measures
to make sure that facial masks, hand sanitiz-
ers and other goods remain accessible to
the public. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Edu-
cation has suspended classes for March at
all public and private schools (for both stu-
dents and teaching staffs); first from March
1 to March 12, and later extended it until
March 29. In the meantime, the Civil Service
Commission suspended the biometric fin-
gerprint system for staff attendance until
further notice. 

Visa suspension
Kuwait suspended issuing entry permits

and visas unless those issued through diplo-
matic missions. Previously, authorities have
stopped issuing all kinds of visas (visit, work,
etc) for Egyptian nationals, while allowing
those who already have a visa to enter only
after they take tests in Cairo before coming
to Kuwait. In the meantime, Iraq has sus-

pended flights from Kuwait, whereas Saudi
Arabia stopped issuing umrah visas for all
nationalities as a precautionary measures.
The Civil Service Commission directed all
government agencies to bar employees
placed under any form of quarantine from
resuming work. The ban is applicable on
Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti employees. Salary
payments will continue as usual to all
Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti employees under
all kinds of compulsory quarantine.

Types of quarantine
All arrivals to Kuwait from Egypt,

China, Hong Kong, South Korea, Italy, Iran
and Iraq are to be placed under quaran-
tine for 14 days. Meanwhile, all arrivals to
Kuwait International Airport coming from
other countries must enter 14-day manda-
tory home self-quarantine. 

Hotlines
- The Ministry of Health has set the fol-

lowing hotlines to receive inquiries about
the coronavirus 24/7: 24970967 -
96049698 - 99048619.

- The Education Ministry set the fol-
lowing hotlines to receive inquiries on
school closures related to the anti-coro-
navirus measures:
- 24970967 (24/7 hotline)
- 51575591 (Capital Educational Zone)
- 51576117 (Hawally Educational Zone)
- 51576576 (Farwaniya Educational Zone)
- 51577055 (Jahra Educational Zone)
- 51577655 (Ahmadi Educational Zone)
- 51577951 (Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educa-
tional Zone)
- 51578171 (Religious Studies Depart-
ment)
- 51588599 (Private Education Depart-
ment)
- 51592515 (Services Department)
- 51594544 (Public Relations Department)
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COVID-19 global recovery rates call for hope, optimism: Spokesman

A Kuwaiti health ministry worker gestures before scanning returning ex-
patriate at the screening center in Mishref.—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwaiti health ministry workers look on before scanning returning ex-
patriate at the screening center in Mishref.

KUWAIT: A man carries a toddler as they arrive at a Kuwaiti health ministry
containment and screening zone for COVID-19 coronavirus disease for
expatriates returning from Egypt, Syria, and Lebanon, in Mishref yesterday. 

KUWAIT: Recovering from the coronavirus
(COVID-19) and the announcements made in this
regard are matters of technicality rather than any-
thing else, said Health Ministry spokesman Dr Ab-
dullah Al-Sanad yesterday. Answering the press on
the sideline of the ministry’s coronavirus update
conference, Dr Sanad revealed that coronavirus
screenings for thousands of expatriates, held in
Mishref area’s fairground, all came out negative so
far after four days of extensive tests. The official af-
firmed that the Health Ministry was up-to-date with
the latest data on the coronavirus, especially from
the World Health Organization (WHO), taking the
necessary steps and decisions to announce new
measures to counter the spread of the virus. Any
recovery announcement will be made according to
proper protocols to ensure the safety of the people,
he reiterated. He urged citizens and expatriates
alike to stay at their homes and follow up on the
most recent statements and news connected with
coronavirus. 

Recovery rates
Meanwhile, Dr Sanad said that the global recov-

ery rates from the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
call for hope and optimism, especially with some
72,000 overcoming the disease. In a press confer-
ence, Dr Sanad affirmed that
the coronavirus had become,
according to the World Health
Organization (WHO), a pan-
demic affecting hundreds of
countries across the globe.
Outside of China, there are
some 64,000 cases, while in
China there are about 81,000
cases, he said. In the eastern
Mediterranean, which has 22 states including
Kuwait, 17 countries confirmed coronavirus cases,
indicated Sanad, adding that there were five coun-
tries, which have yet to confirm or announce
COVID-19 cases.

So far, there were 9,081 swipes and samples

taken from those in Al-Khairan, Al-Mangaf, and Al-
Joun quarantine centers in Kuwait, stated the official
who renewed his calls for Kuwaitis and expatriates
to remain at their homes and places of dwelling to
prevent spread of the infection. Dr Sanad revealed

that the number of those clear-
ing the quarantine had
amounted to 324 in total. He
went on to say that it was
paramount for the populous to
follow instructions and proce-
dures to curb the spread of the
coronavirus. More recently, a
190-passenger flight coming
from New York had been sub-

jected to coronavirus countermeasures according to
medical protocols, he affirmed.

Eight new cases 
Eight new cases of the novel coronavirus

(COVID-19) were discovered in Kuwait yesterday,

bringing the total of infections to 112. During the
press conference, Dr Sanad revealed that six of the
newly announced cases were of Kuwaiti citizens re-
turning from the UK and individuals who came in
contact with those infected. One case was of a
Kuwaiti recently returning from France via the UAE
and the other was of a fellow citizen returning from
Iran, he said, adding that the latter’s case was among
those quarantined in Khairan resort. Meanwhile, two
coronavirus patients recovered from the global-
spreading infection, bringing the total of those over-
coming the disease to nine in Kuwait, said Health
Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah yesterday.
Sheikh Basel affirmed that laboratory and x-ray test
results had shown that the two patients were clear
of the virus. The two will be sent to a specialized re-
cuperation ward for COVID-19 patients in prepara-
tion for hospital discharge, he noted. The Health
Minister revealed that four of eight cases in the
coronavirus ICU were released and moved to other
wards. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Health’s (MoH) antici-
pation of magnitude of coronavirus was “accurate,” His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said yesterday, warning that “we
don’t know for how long this pandemic will continue.”

His Highness the Prime Minister, during a visit to the
MoH headquarters to see first-hand preventive and
contingency plans to address spread of coronavirus,
said credibility of the ministry earned it appreciation of
the world. “Kuwait was committed to transparency and
honesty since day one,” he said. His Highness the Prime
Minister said His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah instructed the government
to spare no effort to fight the virus, also known as
COVID-19. He noted that Minister of Health Sheikh Dr
Basel Al-Sabah coordinated efforts with his GCC coun-
terparts in compliance with World Health Organiza-
tion’s regulations. “The responsibility is upon us all. We
are working as one team to contain this pandemic,” un-

derlined His Highness the Prime Minister. “What we see
now is like the tip of an iceberg whose depth is un-
known, and we don’t know how long this pandemic will
continue to exist,” he said.

He noted there were countries around the world
with huge capabilities and trying to contain the virus.
“We need to think of dealing with sustainability of the
pandemic, which required further efforts.” His High-
ness the Prime Minister said some of the MoH’s meas-
ures were tough but in the best interest of the health
situation of people. His Highness the Prime Minister
was then briefed by the MoH executives about the
preventive and contingency plans to limit the spread
of the virus. —KUNA
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By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Early morning yesterday, mall employees
reported to work even though they had heard the
news before midnight of the closure of malls and sa-
lons. Most workers were afraid of a deduction from
their salaries if they failed to show up to work. “I
knew they will no longer allow workers to come in-
side malls, but I still came because my employer told
me to report to work,” said Nash, a shop attendant
at Marina Mall. “My boss called me and said you
should go and check and if they will allow you to
enter the mall,” he said. 

A beauty salon worker in Salmiya said her boss
called her at night and told her and her colleague

not to report to work, but early morning yesterday,
the boss changed her mind. “She told me to take all
the salon equipment because we will be providing
home service; my colleague and I were laughing be-
cause we had planned to clean the house, but it’s
okay. We are all here to work, so I am ready to work
at any time of the day. My only wish is for the two
of us not to encounter a positive coronavirus carrier
- we don’t want to be infected,” the salon worker
named Mina told Kuwait Times.  

A restaurant worker in Qurain told Kuwait Times
they were all asked to work, and failure to show up
means no salary. “From the beginning of the govern-
ment declaration of the holidays, we were asked to
work. But the problem is we do not have customers.
But it’s okay as they said they will give us our
salaries,” said the barista. 

Another worker in a mall complained of non-pay-
ment of salaries during the mall closure period.
“Today we were asked to report to work only to sign
a document in which we needed to agree to non-
payment of salaries until March 29. I signed it be-
cause the HR officer told me if you will not sign, you
can resign and go back to your country,” she said.

“I hope the government of Kuwait forces the em-
ployer to pay the salaries of the workers. We don’t
want this problem that we are all experiencing. I
want to work and get money. The problem is they
said they are not ready to pay us - why pass the
burden to us? At the end of the day, I have to pay
my house rent and other expenses. Why should they
be so heartless with their workers,” she asked. 

Another big company reportedly asked their
workers to take annual leave instead of reporting
to work without customers. “At the start of this
coronavirus issue and when our company felt
maybe the issue will last for long, many of us were
asked to take our annual leave. We agreed because
we don’t have any option. Even if we are at the ac-
commodation and doing nothing, the annual leave
is in effect. We can no longer ask for another leave
this year. They told us to use the annual leave at
home, because even if we want to go out, we can-
not because all countries around the world are
locked down,” a worker said. For workers in the
public sector, the Civil Service Commission has
promised to continue paying salaries for the dura-
tion of the holidays declared by the government.

Workers face
nonpayment, forced
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