
Wang Yi delivers 
a speech on the 
Middle East
KUWAIT: On June 24, 2020 local time, State
Councilor and Foreign Minister delivered a writ-
ten speech entitled Upholding International Fair-
ness and Justice and Advancing the Middle East
Peace Process at the Security Council Open
VTC on the Middle East, Including the Palestin-
ian Question. Wang Yi noted, the Palestinian
question remains at the heart of the Middle East
situation. Its just, equitable settlement is a pre-
requisite for lasting peace and security in the re-
gion. Recently, the persistent tension between
Palestine and Israel and this development is
deeply unsettling. Wang Yi expressed, such a sit-
uation has further highlighted the significance of
the four-point proposal on the Palestinian ques-
tion put forth by President Xi Jinping in 2017.
Building on this proposal, the Chinese side
wishes to emphasize the following four points:

First, international consensus must not be
contravened. The two-state solution is a bottom
line of international justice, on which there
should be no backtracking. China supports the
establishment of an independent state of Pales-
tine that enjoys full sovereignty on the basis of
the 1967 borders and with east Jerusalem as its
capital. This is an inalienable right of the Pales-
tinian people, one that cannot be bargained
away. At the same time, Israel’s right to survival
and legitimate security concerns should be fully
respected. Relevant UN resolutions, the “land
for peace” principle and the two-state solution
set out the overall direction of the final settle-
ment. As such, they should be duly observed and
reaffirmed.

Second, peace talks must not be abandoned.
Palestine and Israel need to resume dialogues on
an equal footing as soon as possible in order to
rebuild trust, deescalate disputes and work out
a way to live in peace as neighbors. The question
of occupied territories in the West Bank should
be resolved as early as possible based on rele-
vant UN resolutions, and the final Palestine-Is-
rael border delineated through peace talks.

Third, international support must not slacken.
The Palestinian question should remain front and
center of the international agenda. The global
community should stick to an impartial and just
position, and push forward the Middle East
peace process with sincere efforts. Solution that
departs from the track of peace will never bring
enduring peace to the Middle East.

Fourth, humanitarian issues must not be ig-
nored. It is imperative to end the blockade on the
Gaza Strip as soon as possible and earnestly ful-
fill the obligations under the Paris Protocol and
other international treaties. The international
community should support Palestine in growing
its economy, facilitate the work of the UN Relief
and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in
the Near East and help improve the humanitarian
situation in Palestine.

Wang Yi said, China is a sincere friend of the
Palestinian people. We have all along followed
the Middle East peace process with concern,
and remained a staunch force for international
justice and fairness and for all efforts conducive
to de-escalation. Shouldering the primary re-
sponsibility for the maintenance of international
peace and security, the Security Council should
play its due role in bringing about a compre-
hensive, just and enduring solution to the Pales-
tinian question.
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BRUSSELS: At the start of the year, US-China tensions
were easing after their Phase I trade deal, while Wash-
ington, Brussels and Tokyo agreed on new global trading
rules to curb subsidies. A relative calm had set in. Then
the new coronavirus struck. Countries across the world
imposed 222 exports curbs on medical supplies and
medicines and in some cases food, according to Global
Trade Alert, a Swiss monitoring group. For medical
products, it was more than 20 times the usual level.
Those curbs are now being lifted, but the pandemic has
reinforced protectionist arguments by highlighting how
global supply chains can deprive people of essential
medical protection and disrupt food supplies, as well as
threaten jobs. US President Donald Trump has said he
wants to cut ties with China, the European Union is
planning barriers to state-backed investment from China
and elsewhere and China is demanding declarations that
food imports are virus-free.

Former EU trade chief Cecilia Malmstrom said there
was a “worrying” tendency towards protectionism in
the world and the re-emergence of trade conflicts
briefly paused by the health crisis. “Trade-wise we
should be concerned,” she told a seminar on Wednes-
day. The World Trade Organization said on Tuesday
that global trade in goods was set for a record fall this
year and that wider restrictions could see a 2021 re-
bound falling short. In the past fortnight, the United
States has withdrawn from negotiations with European
countries over a tax on digital firms and pledged a
“broad reset” of its set of tariffs agreed with World
Trade Organization partners. It has also threatened
tariffs on a new range of European products, including
fresh olives, bakery items and gin, to maintain pressure
in a 16-year dispute over aircraft subsidies.

Rhetoric vs reality
To some extent, political rhetoric is running ahead

of reality: US China trade rose in April after COVID-
19-related falls and US officials have said China is com-
mitted to buying more US goods in line with the Phase
1 deal. Chinese leaders and EU chiefs met virtually last
Monday, although Brussels told China to make good on
its promise to allow greater access for European com-
panies and criticised its actions on the coronavirus and

Hong Kong. China offered deeper cooperation on
COVID-19 and urged the EU to relax export controls.
On Wednesday, Beijing said it was opening up seven
more sectors to foreign investors. Beijing and Brussels
are keeping up contacts with Washington and some
progress has been made in limited EU-U.S. talks on
food standards and technology cooperation. Senior EU
and US trade officers are holding talks every three
weeks, officials say. China’s most senior diplomat Yang
Jiechi also met with US Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo in Hawaii on Wednesday, although Trump renewed
his threat to cut ties with Beijing the next day.

Joe Biden
Trade is a bellwhether for the cooperation and trust

needed to help economies recover, particularly those of
smaller countries, said Rohinton Medhora, president of
Canada-based think tank the Centre for International
Governance Innovation. Both China and Europe are
bracing for rocky relations in the leadup to the US pres-
idential election, but see some hope if Trump’s Democrat

challenger Joe Biden wins. “Biden as president is the only
chance for China-US relations to regain rationality,” said
Zhu Feng, dean of the Institute of International Studies
at Shanghai’s Fudan University. But he did not expect re-
lations to change dramatically in the short term. There is
broad bipartisan support in the US Congress for being
tough on China, and European optimism over more co-
operation with Washington is also tempered. — Reuters

Palestinians struggle 
to mobilize against 
Israel annexation
RAMALLAH: With loudspeakers mounted, Palestin-
ian flags unfurled and civil servants allowed off work,
everything appeared set for a large protest in Ramal-
lah against Israel’s annexation plans in the occupied
West Bank. But only 200 people turned up for the
June 8 demonstration, in a sign of the struggles the
Palestinian Authority (PA) has faced generating out-
rage on the street against the prospective Israeli
moves.

International condemnation of possible Israeli an-
nexations has mounted ahead of July 1, when the Jew-
ish state could take its first steps toward implementing
part of a US-proposed Middle East peace plan. Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s proposals, rejected outright by
the Palestinians, pave the way for annexing key parts
of the West Bank, including settlements long consid-
ered illegal by the majority of the international com-
munity. But on Palestinian streets, mobilisation against
looming Israeli actions has been muted. “There is fa-
tigue,” Palestinian analyst Nour Odeh said. “Fatigue
from the usual - to stand in Ramallah and wait for the
cameras to show how angry we are,” she added. 

“You’re talking to yourself, and then what?” There
was a substantially larger rally in the West Bank city
of Jericho on Monday, where crowds sang in unison
and hoisted banners declaring “Palestine is not for
sale,” in condemnation of the Trump plan. The crowd
of several thousand was brought to the protest site on

buses chartered by the event organizers - the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization and Fatah party - but
many left even before the speeches began. Odeh said
the malaise was driven in part by frustration with
Palestinian leaders who “promised to deliver peace
through negotiation, (but) they failed.” 

‘No power’
Israel has occupied the West Bank since the 1967

Six Day War. The 1993 Oslo peace accords were de-
signed to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and es-
tablish the scope of Palestinian autonomy in the West
Bank. But nearly three decades on, doubts have grown

among some Palestinians about their leaders’ ability
to secure a deal with Israel that would be accepted on
the Palestinian streets. “The PA is so weak! It has no
power,” said a farmer who requested anonymity in the
Jordan Valley, a strategically crucial West Bank area
targeted for annexation in the Trump plan. For Ghas-
san Khatib, an academic and former PA official, signs
of apathy about the prospect of annexation reveal a
widening “gap” between the Palestinian people and
their leaders. Khatib blames this gap in part on “the
absence of elections,” last held in 2006 and on a dis-
connect between an ageing Palestinian leadership and
a young population. — AFP 

BEIJING: A woman and a child wearing face masks walk past a row of fountains in a business district in
Beijing. China reported another 17 cases of the coronavirus, of which 14 were local cases in Beijing. — AFP 

US election a 
pivotal moment 
for global trade

WEST BANK: Photo shows a view of ongoing construction work at the Israeli settlement of Givat Zeev,
near Ramallah in the occupied West Bank. — AFP 

Coronavirus rekindles 
global trade disputes

Mistrust grew, notably between US and China

SYDNEY: Australia’s second
most populous state said yester-
day it is considering reimposing
social distancing restrictions after
the country reported its biggest
one-day rise in new coronavirus
infections in more than two
months. Propelled by Victoria
state reporting 75 cases, Australia
recorded 85 new COVID-19 in-
fections in the past 24 hours, its
biggest daily outbreak since April
11. Australia has fared better than
many countries in the coronavirus
pandemic, with around 7,800
cases and 104 deaths, but the re-
cent surge has stoked fears of a
second wave after several weeks
of fewer than 20 new cases a day.

The resurgence in Australia
comes as total infections hit 10
million cases worldwide and the
global death toll from the virus
tops half a million people. As new
coronavirus cases have mounted,
Victoria has embarked on a mas-
sive testing regime and the state’s
chief health officer said the state
may need to re-introduce social
distancing restrictions. “Changing
the law is something we have to
consider because we have to do
whatever is required to turn this
around,” Brett Sutton told re-
porters in Melbourne, referring to
questions about enforcing local-
ized lockdowns.

Victorian state officials last
week deployed ambulances and
mobile test centers in a bid to test

most residents in 10 hotspot sub-
urbs. However, some locals de-
clined the voluntary throat and
nasal swab tests. Victoria is hoping
a new saliva test, which is less in-
trusive, will encourage more peo-
ple to get tested - even though it
is slightly less accurate. “We think
it will play a role in bolstering test-
ing reach across the state,” said
Professor Sharon Lewin, Director
of the Doherty Institute, which de-
veloped the test. “Vulnerable pop-
ulations or in people who have
trouble with the throat swab, such
as children or other individuals
who find it more acceptable.”

More stimulus needed
In May, Victoria - home to more

than 6 million people - began lift-
ing restrictions imposed a month
earlier to slow the spread of the
virus. It has pledged to remove the
bulk of restrictions by the end of
July. The restrictions, including
forcing restaurants and cafes to
offer only takeaway services, shut-
ting schools and halting sports
proved successful in slowing the
spread of COVID-19. But it was a
hammer blow to Australia’s econ-
omy, which is heading into its first
recession in three decades as the
unemployment rate hits a 19-year
high of 7.1%. Prime Minister Scott
Morrison has called on states to
continue easing restrictions, insist-
ing the country’s economy must be
revived. — Reuters

Australia sees biggest daily rise
in COVID cases in two months

MELBOURNE: A member of the Australian Defence Force (right) takes
a swab for a COVID-19 coronavirus test on a member of the public as
people queue outside in their cars at a drive through testing facility in
Melbourne yesterday. — AFP 

Fighting in Taiwan 
parliament as oppn 
occupies chamber
TAIPEI: Fighting erupted in Taiwan’s parliament yes-
terday as lawmakers from the ruling Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (DPP) broke through barricades
erected by the main opposition Kuomintang (KMT)
who had occupied it to protest against government
“tyranny”. Taiwan is a rambunctious democracy and
fights and protests inside the parliament building are
not uncommon.

More than 20 KMT lawmakers occupied the leg-
islature overnight on Monday, blocking entry to the
main chamber with chains and chairs, saying the gov-
ernment was trying to force through legislation and
demanding the president withdraw the nomination of
a close aide to a high-level watchdog. Late morning
yesterday, DPP lawmakers pulled down the barri-
cades and forced their way in, surrounding the main
podium where their KMT opposite numbers had
holed up. There were scuffles and shouting as the
KMT, including its youthful new chairman Johnny
Chiang, struggled to hold their position.

The KMT lawmakers eventually withdrew, but de-
nounced their DPP counterparts for using violence
against them. “This is a very dangerous thing. You can’t
treat lawmaker colleagues like that,” KMT lawmaker
Wayne Chiang, the great-grandson of late autocratic
leader Chiang Kai-shek, told reporters. Wayne Chiang
is not related to the party chairman. The KMT, trounced
in January’s parliamentary and presidential elections,
began their protest in parliament on Sunday afternoon.
The party traditionally favours close ties with China,
which claims Taiwan as its own territory. The KMT said
it was protesting the DPP and President Tsai Ing-wen’s
forcing though bills and Tsai’s nomination of her senior
aide Chen Chu to head the Control Yuan, an independ-
ent government watchdog, calling Tsai’s government
“more tyrannical than before”. — Reuters


