
Colombian with 
COVID-19 gives 
birth in coma
CALI: Diana Angola was fighting for her
own life when she gave birth to son Jef-
ferson. The 36-year-old had been put into
a coma having contracted the novel coro-
navirus, which left her lungs barely able
cope. Doctors performed a caesarian
section due to the state of her lungs and
Jefferson was born at least 14 weeks pre-
maturely. The case generated “a lot of
shock,” Paula Velasquez, a doctor spe-
cializing in internal medicine at the Ver-
salles clinic in the southeastern city of
Cali, told AFP. “We knew that there were
few reported cases of survival in a con-
text as severe as our patient,” said Ve-
lasquez. Angola, who also has a daughter,
was taken to hospital on May 15 with a
terrible fever. Three days later she was
put into an induced coma and kept that
way until surgery.

Because of her pregnancy, she was kept
sitting up at a 45 degree angle, when those
suffering from pneumonia are normally laid
down flat to help their breathing. Jefferson,
though premature, was born without the
coronavirus - but doctors said he struggled
to breathe, and that they had to revive him.
“We had to go through the whole proce-
dure of a critical patient,” pediatrician
Edwin Olivo, who was one of the specialists
involved in the birth, said. But, he added,
though the baby remains in an incubator he
quickly started putting on weight and
breathing more easily. “A human being can
survive from 24 weeks with a good weight,
but with a lot of technology and an effect

on neurological development and the
lungs,” said Velasquez.

Painful memories
Now recovered from the virus, Angola is

desperate to be discharged with her son.
“It’s really emotional knowing that we
fought, that the doctors helped us survive,”
she said, her voice faint. She says she does-
n’t know how she contracted the virus and
her family insists she complied rigidly with
the lockdown, first imposed on March 25
but which has been easing recently. In the
hospital corridors, her sister Angela
breathes a sigh of relief. Hospitals bring
back painful memories: two years ago her
mother and another sister died in intensive
care, where Diana was for several weeks.
Angela remembers her sister screaming:

“Don’t let them put me on artificial ventila-
tion, get me out of here, I don’t want to die,”
after doctors told her what treatment they
were proposing.

With Latin America now the epicenter of
the coronavirus pandemic, Angela wants
her sister and nephew’s case to act as a les-
son for others. “There are many people who
go around without face masks, who go to
parties, because they don’t know anyone
(with the virus) they don’t realize” how
dangerous it is. With more than 2,600
deaths and 80,000 cases, Colombia is the
sixth most affected country in Latin Amer-
ica in terms of fatalities and fifth worst for
infections. However, the virus is spreading
quickly in the country of 50 million, with a
quarter of those deaths and cases reported
just last week. — AFP

PARIS: More than half a million people have died in
the coronavirus pandemic, an AFP tally showed Sun-
day, as bars in Los Angeles were ordered to close
again due to surging cases in the United States. The
worldwide number of recorded infections is now just
over 10 million from the virus that first emerged in
China late last year, with fears growing of a full-blown
second wave. The rate of contagion has doubled since
May 21. One million new infections were recorded in
just six days, according to the AFP count based on
official sources, even as some countries loosen pun-
ishing lockdowns that have devastated their
economies and thrown millions out of work.

The United States, the hardest-hit country, has
more than 2.5 million cases alone, and efforts to re-
open the world’s biggest economy have been set
back by a jump in new infections in big states such
as Florida and California. President Donald Trump
was under growing pressure to set an example by
wearing a face mask as his health secretary warned
the “window is closing” for the country to gain con-
trol of the situation. The disease is also rampaging
through Latin America, where Brazil alone has over
1.3 million cases. Infections are up too in some other
parts of the world that have reopened, with Europe
registering a caseload of over 2.6 million, although
daily rates have stabilized.

‘Severe and complicated’ 
The US state of California was the latest authority

to reimpose restrictions, ordering bars in Los Ange-
les and six other counties - an area with 13.5 million
residents - to close because of the rising number of
cases. The hardest-hit parts of the US are in the
south and west, where many state leaders had
pushed for early economic reopenings. But Los An-

geles, the second-largest US city, only re-opened its
bars on June 19. California had already ordered some
areas to reinstate stay-at-home orders, while San
Francisco announced a “pause” in its reopening.

In Florida, Governor Ron DeSantis conceded
there had been an “explosion” in new cases as the

state notched a record 9,585 cases in 24 hours.
Young people frustrated by months of confinement
have poured back to the state’s beaches, boardwalks
and bars, often without masks and seemingly uncon-
cerned about social distancing. Miami announced
beaches would close over the July 4 holiday weekend
and bars are also shutting their doors. New coron-
avirus cases have been surging in more than half of
US states, reaching record highs.

Several other countries have also imposed new
restrictions to counter fresh outbreaks. China im-
posed a strict lockdown on nearly half a million peo-
ple in a province surrounding Beijing to contain a
fresh cluster. Beijing official Xu Hejian described the
situation as “severe and complicated”. And while the
British government warned it might have to shut
down the city of Leicester because of a spike in
cases, it still plans a July 4 reopening of pubs, restau-
rants and hairdressers across England. In Paris, po-
lice used tear gas to disperse crowds of young
people who had gathered for an impromptu party on
Saturday evening.

‘Very serious situation’ 
The tension between reopening battered

economies - efforts pushed in the US by Trump -
and public health concerns is a source of debate in

nearly every country. US deaths now exceed
125,000, about a quarter of the world total. “This is
a very, very serious situation and the window is
closing for us to take action and get this under con-
trol,” Health and Human Services Secretary Alex
Azar said on CNN. 

The EU has pushed back a decision on a list of
“safe countries” from which travellers can visit Eu-
rope - a list which could exclude the US. With Trump
struggling to get his re-election bid off the ground
ahead of the November vote, the campaign con-
firmed that planned events featuring Vice President
Mike Pence in Arizona and Florida next week had
been postponed “out of an abundance of caution”.

Infections are also running higher in India, with
densely populated cities particularly hard hit. Al-
though a nationwide lockdown is gradually being
eased, the country set a daily record Saturday with
18,500 new cases and 385 deaths. Total infections
are at 509,000, with more than 15,600 deaths. Iran,
which has struggled to curb its outbreak even as it
gradually lifted restrictions from April, said it would
make mask-wearing mandatory in certain areas
from next week. Many global events have had to be
curtailed because of the pandemic, with the 50th
anniversary of the first Gay Pride march marked
mostly online. — AFP 
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ANTIGUO CUSCATLAN: Workers at the Municipal Pantheon carry the coffin during the burial of an alleged COVID-19 coronavirus victim, in the municipality of Antiguo Cuscatlan, El Salvador. — AFP 

Virus death toll hits 500,000 
LA shuts bars again as US struggles

More than 10 
million infected 

worldwide 

CALI: Diana Paola Angola who recovered of the novel coronavirus, COVID-19, caress her
son Jefferson at the neonatal room in the Versalles Clinic, in Cali, Colombia. — AFP 

Virus-hit Iran 
to make masks 
compulsory 
TEHRAN: Iran said Sunday it will make
mask-wearing mandatory in certain areas
and has allowed virus-hit provinces to
reimpose restrictions, as novel coron-
avirus deaths mounted in the Middle
East’s worst-hit country. The new steps
were announced as Iran counted 144 new
fatalities from the COVID-19 disease, its
highest death toll for a single day in al-
most three months. The Islamic republic
has refrained from enforcing full lock-
downs to stop the pandemic’s spread, and
the use of masks and protective equip-
ment has been optional in most areas.

President Hassan Rouhani said Iran
would have to live with the virus for the
“long haul”, as he announced the latest
measures to combat it. Mask-wearing
would be “obligatory in covered spaces
where there are gatherings”, he said dur-
ing a televised meeting of the country’s
anti-virus taskforce. According to him,
the measure would come into force as of
next week, continue until July 22 and
would be extended if necessary. Rouhani
said the health ministry had devised “a
clear list” of the types of spaces and
gatherings deemed high-risk, but he did
not elaborate.

He also did not say what the penalty
would be for those who fail to observe
the measure. According to deputy health
minister Iraj Harirchi, services would not
be provided to those without masks in
areas such as government organizations
and shopping malls. But implementing the
measure may be difficult, as according to

Tehran’s mayor, many do not wear masks
in places like the capital’s public transport
network, where it is already mandatory.
“Fifty percent of metro passengers wear
masks... and even fewer in buses,” Mayor
Pirouz Hanachi was quoted as saying by
the semi-official ISNA news agency. “We
can’t forcefully confront people without
masks,” he added.

‘Red’ counties
Iran reported its first COVID-19 cases

on February 19 and it has since struggled
to contain the outbreak. The health min-
istry on Sunday announced 144 virus
deaths in the past 24 hours, its highest for
a single day since April 5, raising the total
to 10,508. Spokeswoman Sima Sadat
Lari also raised total confirmed infections
to 222,669, with 2,489 new cases during
the same period. Official figures have
shown an upward trajectory in new con-
firmed cases since early May, when Iran
hit a near two-month low in daily
recorded infections. “Considering the ris-
ing numbers, I plead with you to defi-
nitely use masks outside and in covered
places,” Lari said. Iran closed schools,
cancelled public events and banned
movement between its 31 provinces in
March, but the government progressively
lifted restrictions from April to try to re-
open its sanctions-hit economy.

The economy is starting to suffer
under the pressures of the health crisis.
The country’s currency, the rial, has hit
new lows against the US dollar in re-
cent days, mostly over border closures
and a halt in non-oil exports, according
to analysts. The increasing virus case-
load has seen some previously un-
scathed provinces classified as “red” -
the highest level on Iran’s colour-coded
risk scale - with authorities allowing
them to reimpose restrictive measures
if required. — AFP 


