
CAIRO/KUWAIT: The council of Arab min-
isters of social affairs called for helping the
Palestinian authorities combat the novel coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic and control its
fallout on economic and social situations. Act-
ing on request from Jordan - the current
presidency of the 39th session of the council,
the ministers adopted a statement at the end
of their emergency videoconference on Sun-
day, calling for joining forces with Palestinians
in the face of the pandemic. The ministers
urged regional government and nongovern-
ment organizations to step in immediately and
help the countries that have been already
overwhelmed by internal conflicts, or vulner-
able communities such as internally displaced
people and refugees. They highlighted the
need of sharing information and programs of
social integration in a bid to mitigate the im-
pacts of the pandemic on day laborers, low-
income families and the jobless persons, as
well as people with special needs, women,
children and the elderly.

The ministers appreciated the national ini-
tiatives for digitalizing the social services for
vulnerable people including the online report-
ing of cases that require social or medical help
amidst the current lockdowns, according to
the statement. They reiterated the call for im-
plementing the Arab strategic framework for
poverty eradication, adopted in the fourth
Arab development summit in Beirut last year.
Highlighting the need to implement the Arab
strategy for the elderly, adopted in the 30th
Arab summit in Tunis in March 2019, the min-
isters called for updating the Arab family
strategy in order to make it adapt to the im-
pacts of coronavirus. They suggested working
out a roadmap for helping people with special
needs in the face of the pandemic in collabo-
ration with regional and international partners. 

Human rights
Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Minister of Social Af-

fairs and Minister of State for Economic Af-
fairs Mariam Al-Aqeel said the measures and

initiatives taken by Kuwait to combat the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, and

mitigates its economic and social fallout were
in keeping with international human rights
standards. “The measures implemented by
Kuwait have won praise of the World Health
Organization (WHO),” she said in a speech
during the videoconference.

“In its response to the pandemic, the State
of Kuwait took stock of the right to decent
living and ensured accessibility to health
services for everybody as per the instructions
of His Highness the Amir,” Aqeel pointed out.
The government spared no effort in providing
social protection and assistance to vulnerable
people, particularly the expatriates, and
helped non-government organizations raise
funds to these people, she added. — KUNA
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News in brief

School ordered to return fees

KUWAIT: The Education Ministry’s Private Education
Department ordered a bilingual school to refund within 30
days fees that were taken from parents unlawfully, Al-
Anbaa reported quoting Department Director Sanad Al-
Mutairi. Mutairi explained that the school collected KD 25
from each student in exchange for their certificates, point-
ing out that this is considered a violation especially since
students’ parents have paid the tuition fees in full.

Rumors denied 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways denied social media reports
claiming that they have terminated the contracts of a num-
ber of Pakistani pilots after discovering that their licenses
were fake. The airline said in a statement that their pilot
crew does not include Pakistani nationals, noting that the
company only employs 13 Pakistani engineers who hold
certified degrees accredited by international safety and
maintenance organizations, “and they are currently work-
ing with their colleagues efficiently and professionally.”

4,295 passengers

KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil Aviation an-
nounced that 26 flights were set to depart from Kuwait
International Airport yesterday, carrying a total of 4,295
passengers. They included 14 flights to India, six flights to
Egypt, one flight to Qatar, one flight to Thailand, one flight
to Sudan, one flight to Nepal, one flight to Ethiopia, and
one flight to Kyrgyzstan.

Barcode system

KUWAIT: President of the Union of Consumer Co-op-
erative Societies Fahd Al-Kashti asked the Ministry of
Commerce to end the barcode system to receive cus-
tomers at co-ops via appointments, as the country moves
into the second phase of easing the coronavirus restric-
tions today. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Social Affairs and Minister of State for Economic Affairs Mariam Al-
Aqeel and other ministry officials attend the videoconference. — KUNA
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