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Prosecution seeks to probe 2 
MPs over corruption scandal

Kuwait moves into second phase of easing of virus restrictions

KUWAIT: The Amiri Diwan on 
Sunday termed as “totally untrue 
and fabrications” remarks made for-
mer MP Mubarak Al-Duwailah that 
he briefed HH the Amir about details 
of his meeting with former Libyan 
leader Muammar Gaddafi. Minister 
of Amiri Diwan Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-
Sabah, in a statement, also denied 
that HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah asked 
Duwailah to convey the contents of 
the meeting with Gaddafi to Saudi 

King Salman bin Abdulaziz.  
Duwailah made the claims during 

a TV show with Mohammad Talal 
Al-Saeed, aired on June 23, 2020, 
as well as in a tweet on June 25, 
2020. His remarks are “totally 
untrue and fabrications”, asserted 
Sheikh Ali. He said no one can 
attribute anything to HH the Amir 
without “official approval by the 
Amiri Diwan”. Sheikh Ali warned 
against such actions, which would 
entail legal action. – KUNA 

Amiri Diwan denies  
remarks by Duwailah 

By B Izzak 
 

KUWAIT: The public prosecution yester-
day asked the National Assembly to lift the 
immunity of two lawmakers suspected of 
links to a major corruption scam led by a 
Bangladeshi MP who is under interroga-
tion in the country. Both the MPs have 
denied any links to the scandal, saying 
their names were dragged into the case for 
political reasons. 

The requests were submitted to the 
speaker through the ministry of justice. 
The Assembly must vote on the request 
within 30 days of receiving the applica-
tion, otherwise the immunity ceases auto-
matically. Under Kuwaiti law, MPs enjoy 
powerful immunity under which they can-
not be arrested, detained or questioned by 
the prosecution or courts unless their 

immunity is lifted or they voluntarily agree 
to the interrogation. The immunity ceases 
during parliamentary recess periods. 

The Bangladeshi MP has been under 
detention for several weeks on suspicion 
of corruption, bribery and trafficking in 
persons. He has reportedly revealed a 
large number of names of his links, who 
include senior government officials, MPs 
and businessmen. 

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani vowed that he 
will highlight the case of the Bangladeshi 
MP and suspected money laundering and 
inflated accounts of some MPs in a grilling 
he intends to file against the finance minis-
ter. Adasani already grilled the finance 
minister earlier this month on charges of 
failure to perform his duty, intention to 
raise charges on public services and 
impose taxes. The grilling ended without 

filing a no-confidence motion. 
The lawmaker said that supervisory 

departments, especially the finance min-
istry’s financial intelligence unit and the 
Central Bank should have carried out their 
duty promptly and reported such issues 
without delay, adding he will prove this in 
the grilling. 

MPs Mohammad Al-Dallal and Osama 
Al-Sheen yesterday proposed that the 
Cabinet should ask the Anti-Corruption 
Authority to prepare a report every four 
months to highlight the main corruption 
cases raised locally. They also proposed 
that the report should include alleged 
corruption cases received by the authori-
ty from the government or from individu-
als, and measures taken towards such 
allegations. 
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KARACHI: Policemen secure an area around a body outside the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange building yesterday. —  AFP 

SATHANKULAM, India: In this picture taken on June 26, 2020, residents gather as 
they carry the coffin of Jayaraj and his son Bennicks in Thoothukudi district of 
Tamil Nadu. — AFP 

TEHRAN: This combination of pictures created on June 24, 2020 shows Iranian bakers in the capital (from left) Mohammad Abdi posing with lavash bread; Mohammad 
Mirzakhani posing with taftoon bread; Ali posing with sangak bread; Esmail Asghari posing with barbari bread; and Hasan posing with fantezi bread.  —  AFP 

KARACHI: Baloch separatists opened fire 
and hurled a grenade at the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange in Karachi yesterday, authorities 
said, killing six people including a police-
man. Four security guards, a police officer 
and a bystander were killed in the melee, 
while local police chief Ghulam Nabi 
Memon said all four assailants were also 
dead.  “Police have recovered modern 
automatic weapons and explosive materi-
als from the terrorists,” Karachi police said 
in a statement. 

The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) 
later claimed responsibility in a message 

sent to AFP, saying an elite unit of fighters 
had carried out the assault. The separatists 
have carried out a string of high-profile 
attacks across the country in recent years 
– including in the southern port city. The 
BLA is one of several insurgent groups 
fighting primarily in Pakistan’s southwest-
ern Balochistan province, which has been 
rocked by separatist, Islamist and sectari-
an violence for years. 

The group has targeted infrastructure 
projects and Chinese workers in Pakistan 
multiple times in recent years, including 
during a brazen daylight attack on Bejing’s 
consulate in Karachi which killed four peo-
ple in 2018. In May last year, the BLA 
attacked a luxury hotel near the Afghan 
border at Gwadar, where a port develop-
ment is the flagship project of a multi-bil-
lion dollar national infrastructure project 
funded by China. 

Last year, the US State Department 

designated the BLA as a global terrorist 
group, making it a crime for anyone in the 
United States to assist the militants and 
freezing any US assets they may 
have.  Following yesterday’s attack 
Pakistani authorities vowed to strike back 
against at any group found responsible for 
the onslaught, promising to dismantle their 
networks and destroy their bases.  

“An investigation has been launched and 
very soon we will reach their masterminds,” 
interior minister Ijaz Ahmad Shah said in a 
video message posted after the attack. 
Business continued as usual at the Karachi 
stock exchange after the attack. “Trading is 
smooth and continuing. PSX benchmark 
index one of the Best Performer in Asia 
today so far,” tweeted Mohammed Sohail, a 
broker at the exchange.  

For a while after the attack the bodies 
of at least two gunmen could be seen in a  
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Six killed in  
attack on Pak  
stock exchange 

NEW DELHI: The deaths of a father and 
son from alleged torture at the hands of 
police have sparked outrage across India, 
with many drawing parallels with the 
killing of George Floyd in the United 
States. Their case has thrown a new spot-
light on police brutality just weeks after 
the killing of Floyd, an African-American 

man, by a white police officer in the US led 
to worldwide protests. 

J Jayaraj, 58, and Bennicks Immanuel, 
31, were arrested on June 19 and accused 
of keeping their store open past permitted 
hours in the southern state of Tamil Nadu, 
which has reimposed a lockdown to curb 
the spread of coronavirus. They died in 
hospital a few days later, officials said, 
with their family alleging in written com-
plaints that they were severely abused by 
police and had suffered rectal bleeding. 

Two policemen involved in the alleged 
torture were suspended, the state’s Chief 
Minister Edappadi Palaniswami said. He 
added Sunday that the case would be 

transferred to federal  agency the Central 
Bureau of Investigation, pending the 
approval of the Madras High Court. The 
deaths in the small town of Sathankulam 
triggered a protest last week and shop-
keepers across Tamil Nadu staged a strike 
on Wednesday. 

“Reeling from what I’m hearing. 
Absolutely stunned, sad and angry... the 
guilty must not be allowed to go unpun-
ished,” tweeted Bollywood star Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas on Saturday. “Let’s demand 
for the same justice we did for George 
Floyd,” said actress Krystle D’Souza. State 
politician, social activist and lawyer  
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Outrage mounts  
over India police  
custody deaths 

TEHRAN: They bake what Iranians call “the barakat 
(blessing) of the table”, and it is eaten for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner – traditional breads are a staple of the 
Iranian diet. Bakeries are easy to locate in urban centers 
of Iran where all one has to do is spot a queue spilling 
onto sidewalks or simply detect the irresistible scent of 
freshly baked flatbreads. 

Exclusively the job of men in the Islamic republic, 
bakers get up well before the crack of dawn while 
everyone else is still asleep. Dressed in all-white cloth-
ing that can include caps, they hail from across the 
country and are usually made up of ethnic Azeris, Kurds 
and Lurs. The walls around them are a patchwork of 
flatbreads in four different shapes and sizes – barbari, 
lavash, sangak and taftoon. —AFP (See Page 15) 

Baking up  
a ‘blessing’  
in Tehran


