
Unsponsored elite 
runners to be 
provided with 
carbon-fibre shoes
PARIS: World Athletics announced Tuesday it was
creating a scheme to provide unsponsored elite run-
ners with the same carbon-fibre versions of shoes
that have revolutionized road running, in an accept-
ance that the technological advances are irreversible.
Elite athletes wearing versions of the Nike Vaporfly,
the carbon plates of which lend a propulsive sensa-
tion to every stride, have set a host of personal bests
and Nike runners have practically swept the board in
long-distance events-they took 31 of the 36 podium
places at the six marathon majors last year. 

Eliud Kipchoge wore an advanced version of the
shoes when the Kenyan become the first man to
break the two-hour barrier for the marathon in
October 2019. The shoes, which are now being pro-
duced by other sportswear manufacturers, have led
to accusations that they create unfair competition.
World Athletics has already limited the thickness of
the sole on the shoes to 40 millimeters, a rule it kept
in place Tuesday. 

In a new initiative, track and field’s governing
body said it would provide athletes with the shoes if
they do not already receive them from sponsors,
under a “Athletic Shoe Availability Scheme”. “The
Working Group on Athletic Shoes will develop this
scheme including timelines, elite athlete criteria,
numbers of pairs of shoes required and method of
distribution,” it said in a statement.

The governing body says the rules are designed

“to maintain the current technology status quo” until
the Tokyo Olympics. After that the Working Group
on Athletic Shoes, which includes representatives
from shoe manufacturers and the World Federation
of the Sporting Goods Industry, will work “to set the
parameters for achieving the right balance between
innovation, competitive advantage and universality
and availability.”

World Athletics CEO Jon Ridgeon said the post-

ponement of the Tokyo Olympics as a result of the
coronavirus pandemic had given the governing body
“more time to consult with stakeholders and experts
and develop amended rules that will guide the sport
through until late 2021”. “We have a better under-
standing now of what technology is already in the
market and where we need to draw the line to main-
tain the status quo until after the Tokyo Olympic
Games,” Ridgeon said. —AFP 

DAEJEON: On the final green of the tournament,
Ha Ki-won carefully took his stance and addressed
the ball. A gentle strike, and it rolled forward.

In front of him it circled the hole, making a rat-
tling sound as it dropped, and Ha raised his fist in
triumph, taking victory and a 20 million won
($17,000) winner’s cheque by a single shot.

The ball, though, was not in a hole, but still on the
carpet. This was a professional screen golf tourna-
ment in South Korea, which hosts what organisers
say is the world’s only such tour.

For Ha, 38, screen golf has offered a competitive
lifeline: he first wielded a club at the age of 17, and
reached the second tier of the professional KPGA
tour, but never made a cut in tournament play. 

In screen golf, though, he now has five victories,
and in 2017 he gave up real-life competition alto-
gether, converting fully to simulator action. 

“Now I feel more at ease in front of the giant
screen,” said Ha.  Just like on a real course, players
compete in several groups simultaneously, each tak-
ing shots in turn.

But rather than walking in open countryside to
reach their next lie, they step in front of a screen
measuring 5.8 by 3.0 metres.  Sensors on the floor
and ceiling track the trajectory of the ball after
impact and project its onward path down the vir-
tual course. The country’s biggest screen golf
operator Golfzon — which has more than 1,300
centres across the South — set up the tour in
2012, with seven events a year, culminating in
November’s GTour Championship, worth 150 mil-
lion won to the winner.

There were 130 competitors at this month’s tour-
nament in Daejeon, south of Seoul, eight of them
first-tier KPGA professionals.  The popularity is
driven by accessibility: traditional golf is a hugely
successful spectator sport in South Korea, which is
a global powerhouse in the women’s game, provid-

ing eight of the current world top 20.
But with more than 65 percent of South Korea

made up of mountains and a population of 52 mil-
lion, land for golf courses is at a premium, club
memberships are highly exclusive, and green fees
can cost hundreds of dollars.

GREENS ON SCREENS 
Screen golf has stepped into the breach: Golfzon

says 60 million rounds were played at its centres
last year, and sales were up 10 percent in the first
six months of 2020.

Technological improvements have “narrowed the

gap between real golf and screen golf”, Golfzon
representative Yoo Young-sang told AFP, adding
that interest from first-tier KPGA players has been
“on the rise”.  Screen golf tournaments also attract
fans of their own, he added: as many as 200 fans
will attend tournaments, said Yoo, although this
month’s event was held without spectators as a
coronavirus precaution.

South Korean female professionals are less inter-
ested than their male counterparts, according to
Yoo, as the real women’s game in South Korea is
more lucrative than the men’s, with more tourna-
ments offering larger prizes and greater prospects

for commercial sponsorship.
It’s a reflection of their diverging fortunes on the

global stage, where South Korean men fall far short
of their countrywomen’s dominance.

Theories for the contrast include that the average
physical differences between Asians and
Westerners are smaller among women than men,
and that male South Korean players’ development is
interrupted by compulsory military service.

The Daejeon venue has no fewer than 27 golf
booths, equipped with speakers to provide special
effects to enhance the experience: good shots are

met with rounds of applause and women calling
“congratulations”.

If a ball lands in a bunker, the player has to play
their next stroke from a deep-pile mat to simulate
the effect of blasting out from sand.

But there is still a gap between virtual and real,
said competitor Kim Da-hun, 24, who first picked up
a club aged eight and is currently in the second tier
of the KPGA tour. “Out on the field, even the subtlest
feeling in your hands and wind movements affect
your play,” he said.   “But here, your play is mostly
dependent on a shot angle and speed.” — AFP
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Hole in none: How screen golf 
got serious in South Korea

‘I feel more at ease in front of the giant screen’

DAEJEON: This photo taken on July 24, 2020 shows a South Korean golfer hitting a ball in a simulation
booth during the GTour screen golf tournament in Daejeon, south of Seoul. — AFP

Competitive 
lifeline

CAS reveals Man
City ignored 
UEFA probe
LONDON: Manchester City showed a
“blatant disregard” for UEFA’s investigation
into alleged Financial Fair Play (FFP)
breaches, according to the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS), but European
football’s governing body failed to prove
City had disguised funding from the club’s
owners as sponsorship income. Earlier this
month, CAS overturned a two-year ban
from European competitions imposed on
City by UEFA and reduced a fine of 30 mil-
lion euros (£27 million, $35 million) to 10
million euros.

The full reasoned judgment by CAS
released on Tuesday showed that the fine
was to reflect “a severe breach” in City’s
unwillingness to cooperate with UEFA’s
investigation. But that the charges of
alleged concealment of equity funding
were more significant violations and that
“based on the evidence the panel cannot
reach the conclusion that disguised funding
was paid to City.”

City’s fortunes on the field have been
transformed since a takeover from Shiekh
Mansour, a member of the Abu Dhabi royal
family, in 2008. The club were accused of
deliberately inflating the value of income
from Emirati sponsors Etisalat and Etihad
Airways to meet UEFA’s FFP regulations,
which limits the losses clubs can make to
spend on player transfer fees and wages.

UEFA launched an investigation after
German magazine Der Spiegel published a
series of leaked emails relating to City’s
finances in 2018. CAS indicated that witness
statements from senior City executives as
well as a letter from Sheikh Mansour - all
provided to CAS but not to UEFA during
the first process - could have swung the
original verdict in City’s favor.

“The appealed decision is therefore not
per se wrong but, at least to a certain
extent, is a consequence of MCFC’s deci-
sion to produce the most relevant evidence
at its disposal only in the present appeal
proceedings before CAS,” said the court.
The judgment also found that UEFA’s case
was hamstrung by the necessity to finalize
the appeal before the start of the
2020/2021 Champions League as it relin-
quished a request for more evidence to be
provided from City’s emails.

“UEFA’s approach in this regard is
understood, because it was faced with a
dilemma between trying to obtain additional
evidence and having an award issued
before the start of the 2020/2021 UEFA
club competitions season,” added the CAS
panel. Nine Premier League clubs-Arsenal,
Burnley, Chelsea, Leicester, Liverpool, Man
United, Newcastle, Tottenham and Wolves-
filed an application to UEFA for City not to
be allowed to compete in European compe-
tition if a verdict was not reached before
the start of the 2020/21 season. — AFP 

VIENNA: File photo taken on October 12, 2019, Kenya’s Eliud Kipchoge, wearing the Nike AlphaFly prototype shoes,
celebrates as he crosses the finish line at the end of his attempt to bust the mythical two-hour barrier for the
marathon in Vienna. World Athletics announced on July 28, 2020, it was creating a scheme to lend elite athletes
without sponsorship deals the same carbon-fibre versions of shoes that have revolutionized road running, in an
acceptance that the advances in technology are irreversible. —AFP

Bill Williams 
confirms Sydney 
Roosters return
SYDNEY: Cross-code superstar
Sonny Bill Williams confirmed
Wednesday that he will return to
Australia’s NRL with the Sydney
Roosters after COVID-19 forced his
Toronto Wolfpack to withdraw from
England’s Super League.

Williams, who has won two Rugby
World Cups with the All Blacks and two
NRL premierships in Australia, said he
would arrive in Sydney on Thursday
and undergo two weeks’ mandatory
quarantine.

“It’s just the challenge that I get so
excited about, it lights that fire inside of
you,” Williams told Australia’s Channel
Nine before departing from Britain.

Williams played with the Roosters in
2013 and 2014, winning a premiership
in his first year with the club, and said
he had remained in contact with
Roosters chairman Nick Politis. “Nick
hit me up and asked if I had a couple of
months in me to come back,” he said.

“To be honest, I hadn’t trained for a
bit. I’d been on holiday mode. We actu-
ally booked flights, me and my wife

booked flights for a little family
European holiday.”

Williams, who will turn 35 next
week, was at a loose end after the
Canada-based Wolfpack said COVID-
19 had created “overwhelming financial
challenges” that meant it could not
compete as Super League’s only
transatlantic club.

Williams is still under contract with
the Wolfpack, which would normally
bar him from playing in the NRL, but
the game’s hierarchy bent the rules to
allow him in due to “exceptional cir-
cumstances” created by the virus.

The New Zealand citizen also need-
ed a special exemption from the gov-
ernment officials to fly into Sydney with
his wife and children, as only Australian
citizens are being allowed in at the
moment. Once quarantine is completed,
he could potentially take the field for
the Roosters’ round 15 match against
Wests Tigers on August 22.

Williams played 58 times for the All
Blacks, winning World Cups in 2011 and
2015, as well as numerous Bledisloe
Cups and Rugby Championships. 

Other honours include a Super
Rugby title in 2012 and NRL premier-
ships in 2004 and 2013. He also repre-
sented New Zealand in rugby sevens at
the 2016 Olympics and triumphed in all
seven of his professional heavyweight
boxing bouts, winning the New Zealand
title in 2012. — AFP

Patriots rocked
as players opt out
over virus fear
LOS ANGELES: The New England
Patriots’ pre-season preparations
were in turmoil on Tuesday as six
players abruptly opted out of the
2020 campaign over coronavirus
fears. The wave of opt-outs included
Dont’a Hightower and Patrick Chung,
two three-time Super Bowl champions
who have been pillars of the Patriots
defense for several years. Running
back Brandon Bolden, offensive tackle
Marcus Cannon, fullback Danny Vitale
and reserve offensive lineman Najee
Toran have also opted out.

Hightower, 30, told NFL Network
his decision to opt out of the season
was influenced by the birth of his
first child on July 16. “Me and my
fiancÈe are just more concerned with
the health of our family than football-
especially the new addition to our
family,” Hightower said. Hightower’s
mother also has Type 2 diabetes,
putting her at a higher risk from
COVID-19, NFL Network reported.
Hightower is known affectionately as
“Mr February” by Patriots coach Bill

Belichick for his habit of producing
crucial plays during Super Bowl
campaigns.

The 30-year-old’s sack of Atlanta
Falcons quarterback Matt Ryan in the
Super Bowl in 2017 was pivotal in
helping the Patriots score their come-
back win. Chung, 32, meanwhile, was a
member of the Patriots teams that
won the Super Bowls for the 2014,
2016 and 2018 seasons. Chung is also
expecting a child with his wife. Under
an agreement brokered between the
NFL and NFL Players Association,
players who are deemed to be at high
risk for COVID-19 can opt out of the
season and be paid $350,000 with
contracts rolling over. Players not
deemed to be at risk can opt out and
receive $150,000. 

The opt-outs come as the Patriots
were already facing a major defensive
rebuilding effort following the depar-
ture of free agents Kyle Van Noy,
Jamie Collins and Elandon Roberts.
Quarterback Tom Brady also left the
club for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
earlier this year. Concern over the
potential impact of COVID-19 on the
NFL has dominated the build-up to
the new season, which kicks off on
September 10. Pre-season games due
to start in August have been cancelled
while players have repeatedly voiced
concerns over safety protocols in
place for the season. — AFP 


