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News in brief

Nile dam saga to ‘drag on’ 

CAIRO: Egypt’s president said Tuesday that talks
over Ethiopia’s Nile dam would “drag on”, but
voiced hope for a negotiated settlement to the
dispute. “We are negotiating and these negotia-
tions will be a long battle,” President Abdel
Fattah El-Sisi said. But, he added, “we will suc-
ceed, God willing.” Sisi’s comments, in a speech
broadcast on state TV, came amid heightened
tensions between Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia over
the vast Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam on the
Blue Nile.  For nearly a decade, talks between the
three countries over the operation and filling of
the mega-dam have faltered. Last week, Ethiopia
announced it had reached its first-year target for
filling the reservoir, a move that sparked anxiety
in downstream Egypt and Sudan, who fear for
their vital water supplies. — AFP

Biden to pick vice president 

WILMINGTON: Joe Biden, the presumptive
Democratic presidential nominee, said Tuesday
that he will pick his running mate next week for
the November election against President Donald
Trump. “I’m going to have a choice in the first
week in August,” Biden told reporters. “And I
promise, I’ll let you know when I do.” Biden, who
has pledged to put a woman on the Democratic
ticket, was asked whether he would be able to
meet face-to-face with his vice presidential pick
because of the coronavirus pandemic. “We’ll
see,” the 77-year-old former vice president said.
Biden joked that he would have to try to “trick”
journalists camping outside his Wilmington home
to allow him to meet discreetly with his choice
before making an announcement. — AFP 

Uganda leader eyes 6th term 

KAMPALA: Veteran Ugandan President Yoweri
Museveni was on Tuesday nominated as his par-
ty’s candidate in the 2021 presidential election in
which he will be seeking a sixth term in office.
Museveni, 75, a former rebel leader who seized
power in 1986 and was first elected a decade lat-
er, changed the constitution in 2005 to abolish a
two-term limit. In 2019 the Supreme Court con-
firmed the scrapping of the age limit for the pres-
idency, paving the way for a further election bid.
“The president was today nominated as the party
flag bearer in the coming general elections,” said
Rogers Mulindwa, spokesman for the ruling
National Resistance Movement (NRM). “There
has been common desire within the party that
the president becomes our sole candidate given
his great contribution to the country and Africa,”
Mulindwa said. Museveni is facing a challenge
from music star-turned-politician Bobi Wine,
whose real name is Robert Kyagulanyi. — AFP 

Migratory river fish populations 

PARIS: Populations of migratory river fish col-
lapsed by 76 percent on average in the last 50
years, according to a report by conservation
groups Tuesday, warning the “catastrophic”
declines could impact people and ecosystems
around the world. Overfishing and loss of habitat
have had a devastating impact on migratory fish,
according to the research by groups including
the International Union for the Conservation of
Nature, WWF, World Fish Migration Foundation
and the Zoological Society of London. Almost
one in three of all freshwater species are threat-
ened with extinction, the report said, with migra-
tory fish “disproportionately threatened”.  The
study looked at 247 species of fish from around
the world and found that their populations had
declined on average 3 percent per year between
1970 and 2016. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: A Houston physician who praised
hydroxychloroquine as a miracle coronavirus cure
in a viral video retweeted by President Donald
Trump blames gynecological problems on sex with
evil spirits and believes the US government is run
by “reptilians.” Stella Immanuel’s viral speech has
drawn attention to a little-known group calling
themselves “America’s Frontline Doctors” who
appear to exist to promote the common antimalarial
drug in the fight against COVID-19.

“Nobody needs to get sick. This virus has a
cure-it is called hydroxychloroquine,” Immanuel
exclaimed Monday as she stood on the steps of the
Supreme Court in Washington at a so-called “White
Coat Summit” of likeminded physicians. Early on in
the pandemic, scientists were eager to find out
whether hydroxychloroquine’s antiviral properties
would make it effective in real-world patients with
SARS-CoV-2. So far though, all the major clinical
trials that have reported their findings on this ques-
tion have found no benefit, and leading national
health authorities have moved to restrict its use
because of potential cardiac harm.

Nonetheless the family doctor said all 350
patients she had treated with the medicine-includ-
ing  those with serious pre-existing conditions-had
survived, and that hydroxychloroquine was so
potent it made mask-wearing and lockdowns
unnecessary. The clip was shared by Trump and
described as a “must watch” by his son Donald
Trump Jr, but has since been deleted by Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube for promoting misinformation.

Asked later by a reporter about his retweet, the
president said: “I thought her voice was an impor-
tant voice, but I know nothing about her.” The
debate over hydroxychloroquine has become
supercharged politically with leaders like Trump

and some fellow US conservatives cheerleading
heavily in its favor. And the curious case of
Immanuel and colleagues-first reported in depth by
The Daily Beast-underscores just how far the drug’s
advocates are willing to go.

Right-wing political group 
The website for “America’s Frontline Doctors”

was registered just 11 days ago, a web domain age
checker revealed-and the site was taken down by
Tuesday afternoon. “Tea Party Patriots,” a right-
wing political group backed by wealthy
Republicans, said on its website it was responsible
for organizing the Washington summit. Further

research on Immanuel’s web page, now accessible
only via an archived website viewer, as well as her
YouTube account, reveal a long list of bizarre and
unscientific beliefs. These include that “tormenting
spirits” routinely have “astral sex” with women,
which in turn causes “gynecological problems, mari-
tal distress, miscarriages” and more. In a 2015 video,

Immanuel, who leads a religious group called Fire
Power Ministries, said: “There are people ruling this
nation that are not even human,” describing them as
“reptilian spirits” who are “half human, half ET.” In
the same video she rails against the use of “alien
DNA” to treat sick people, which she said had result-
ed in human beings mixing with demons. — AFP

‘This virus has a cure-it is called hydroxychloroquine’

Aliens, ‘reptilians’: US viral 
video doctor’s odd beliefs 

Trump ditches new
tone on coronavirus
to tout questionable
theories 
WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump’s much
heralded new tone on the coronavirus pandemic
evaporated Tuesday in a burst of misleading med-
ical speculation, criticism for his own top virus
expert, and praise for an eccentric preacher-doctor
touting conspiracy theories. Just a week ago, Trump
sought to get his shaky reelection campaign back
on track by addressing national criticism of a lead-
ership void in a crisis that has already killed nearly
150,000 Americans and wreaked havoc on the
world’s biggest economy.

The president admitted things were going to “get
worse before they get better.” He indicated he was
embracing the science. He finally urged the wearing
of masks. But at a press conference in the White
House on Tuesday, it was the old Trump in full. He
said it was unfair that the leading US infectious dis-
eases specialist Anthony Fauci was more popular
than him.  “Nobody likes me,” he said. He pushed his
pet theory-counter to advice from his own govern-
ment and most doctors-that the anti-malarial drug
hydroxychloroquine can be used to treat COVID-19

patients. “Many doctors think it’s extremely success-
ful.” And he took pains to praise Stella Immanuel, a
doctor and preacher who believes in witchcraft and
a plot being carried out to vaccinate people against
being religious, calling her “spectacular.”

Social media outcast 
Trump’s testy press conference, which he

abruptly ended while answering a second question
about his praise for Immanuel, followed an overnight
row with social media giants Twitter and Facebook
over some of the same controversies. Twitter took
the rare step of removing clips tweeted by Trump
from a video earlier deleted by Facebook in which

Immanuel and a group of doctors told Americans
that masks are unnecessary and that hydroxy-
chloroquine can defeat the COVID-19 virus. 

Twitter said Tuesday that tweeting the video,
which was seen by millions of people online late
Monday and remained up on different right-wing
websites, was “in violation of our COVID-19 misin-
formation policy.” Twitter also blocked Trump’s son
Don Jr-a major player in the president’s reelection
campaign-from tweeting for 12 hours after he
uploaded a version of the video.

The physician, who calls herself “God’s battle
axe,” claims in the video that “the virus has a cure” in
hydroxychloroquine. This is false-there is currently
no cure for the coronavirus. Also, a majority of med-
ical authorities now have decided, after some initial
debate, that hydroxychloroquine has no proven ben-
efit for coronavirus patients and can be very harmful.
Trump has for months pushed the notion of hydroxy-
chloroquine and says he took the drug for two weeks
as a precaution, without suffering ill consequences.
As he repeated on Tuesday, “I’m here, right? I’m
here.” In his Twitter spree late Monday, the president
also retweeted a growing right-wing conspiracy the-
ory that Fauci helped push coronavirus to hurt
Trump’s reelection in November. The tweet, shared
by Trump to his 84 million followers, claimed that
Immanuel is highlighting “what should be the biggest
scandal in modern American history.” This was “the
suppression of #Hydroxychloroquine by Fauci & the
Democrats to perpetuate Covid deaths to hurt
Trump,” the tweet reads. — AFP

Slow tests and poor 
tracing: Virus disaster 
unfolds in Florida 
MIAMI: Florida has emerged as a major new epi-
center of the US coronavirus battle, but two key
weapons in the state’s fight are misfiring badly: test-
ing and contact tracing. Health officials say that
when a person is tested they need to get the results
in 48 hours or less, so if they are in fact positive
they can self-isolate right away and avoid infecting
others. But in the Sunshine State it is taking up to 10
days for results to return.

Such was the case of Gemma Garcia, a Spanish
journalist who waited 11 days for her test results.
During that span she practiced social distancing but
did not quarantine. Her test came back positive, and
then she did isolate herself. “And I contacted all the
people I had been with,” said Garcia, who is 53.
Luckily, they all came back negative. This lag
between testing and results coming back is one of
the reasons Florida is a red hot spot in the pandem-
ic-along with Texas and California-in the country
hardest hit by the virus sweeping the globe.

Right now one of every 50 people in Florida is

infected with the virus, and as of Tuesday it has
killed more than 6,000 people. New cases are
around 10,000 a day. The latest single daily death
toll was a record 186. “What do I do with a patient
that I test today, and the results come back in three,
four, five, six days-when between the test and the
time of a positive result they have been with a load
of people?” asked Alberto Dominguez-Bali, a doc-
tor at Hialeah Hospital in Miami. “That is poor man-
agement of the situation,” he said.

With things so messy, people are pointing fin-
gers searching for a culprit. Two weeks ago
Republican Governor Ron DeSantis, a firm ally of
President Donald Trump and of reopening the
economy despite the warnings of health experts,
blamed the labs doing the testing. DeSantis
threatened to stop sending work to those labs that
take a long time to return the results. “You have
somebody going through one of the sites, and
then they get a result back 10 days later. That is
not really going to be very helpful,” he said. Since
then two big lab companies, Quest Diagnostics
and LabCorp, said the government has allowed
them to do what are called pool tests to save time.
This means several samples are combined and
examined altogether. If that group tests positive,
then the individual parts that compose it are test-
ed one by one. LabCorp told AFP this is helping
to speed things up. — AFP
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Record 212 
environmental activists
murdered in 2019
PARIS: At least 212 environmental campaigners
worldwide were murdered in 2019, making last year
the deadliest on record for frontline activists bat-
tling  the destruction of Nature, watchdog group
Global Witness reported yesterday. Colombia and
the Philippines combined accounted for just over
half of the confirmed deaths - 64 and 43, respec-
tively-followed by Brazil, Mexico, Honduras and
Guatemala.

The real number is likely higher due to unreport-
ed or misrepresented cases, especially in Africa, the
NGO said in its annual review. About 40 percent of
victims were indigenous people, and over two-
thirds died in Latin America. One in ten were
women. For decades, native communities in the
forests of Central and South America, Asia and
Africa have seen ancestral lands degraded and
destroyed, sometimes with the blessing of corrupt
local or national governments.

Of the 141 murders last year that could be linked
a specific economic sectors, more than a third
involved campaigners protesting mining operations,
some legal most not.  Thirty-four killings related to
agribusiness were overwhelmingly in Asia, especial-
ly the Philippines.  Two Indonesian activists were
stabbed to death in October near a palm oil planta-
tion in northern Sumatra.  In the Philippines, police
and counter-insurgency operations led to the mas-
sacre of 14 sugar plantation farmers on Negros
island in March, only months after nine others had
been killed in similar circumstances. 

“Agribusiness and oil, gas and mining have con-
sistently been the biggest drivers of attacks against
land and environmental defenders,” said Global
Witness campaigner Rachel Cox. “They are also the
industries pushing us further into runaway climate
change through deforestation and increased carbon
emissions.”

Burning forests not only robs the planet of
greenhouse gas absorbing vegetation, it also
releases stored CO2 into the atmosphere. Logging
operations were directly linked to 24 deaths, with
another 14 related to illegal crop substitution, 11 to
land reform, and six to water management or dam
construction. — AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump speaks to
the press in the Brady Briefing Room of the White
House in Washington, DC. — AFP 

FLORIDA: Cars line up for Covid-19 test at a ‘walk-in’ and ‘drive-through’ coronavirus testing site in Miami
Beach, Florida. — AFP 

BRASILIA: Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro shows a box of hydroxychloroquine to supporters outside the
Alvorada Palace in Brasilia. _ AFP 


