
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: National assembly speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem said Tuesday the house will hold two regular
sessions on Tuesday and Wednesday next week to
debate issues on its agenda, based on a decision by the
assembly office.

Ghanem said that although next Monday will be  a
public holiday for the Eid Al-Adha, the assembly will
coordinate with the ministry of health to test MPs and
staff who are likely to take part in the sessions. High on
the agenda are two grillings against the ministers of
finance and interior over alleged violations in the two
key ministries.

In the meantime, two lawmakers yesterday demanded
a probe into why a government investigation into the
Malaysian fund corruption case was shelved by authori-
ties two years ago. The public prosecution appears to be
headed to press charges against high profile personali-
ties accused of being involved in money laundering and
transfer of millions of dollars in connection with the
Malaysian fund through Kuwaiti firms and personalities.

MP Abdullah Al-Roumi said that he has submitted a
motion calling for an assembly debate into the reasons
for shelving the government investigation into the issue
two years ago. He said that the reason given that time for
suspending the probe was that there was no crime and

now the public prosecution is investigating into the case.
Roumi said the national assembly should not remain

silent on the authorities’ reluctance to confront corrup-
tion cases and that the government must explain to the
assembly the reasons for the suspension in a bid to clean
Kuwait’s image abroad.

MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari called on the government
to investigate why there had been a delay in referring the
Malaysian fund case to the public prosecution, adding
that it may have been the result of ignorance or participa-
tion and in either case an investigation must be carried
out. The two lawmakers praised the government authori-
ties for referring a number of corruption cases to the
public prosecution. 
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News in brief

Kuwait seeks safe vaccines

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health announced
that Kuwait would only procure COVID-19
vaccines after they are approved by global
health organizations and cleared to be safe for
human use. Kuwait is currently coordinating
with international organizations and research
institutes, including the Global Alliance for
Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI), as a pre-
emptive step to help secure the vaccine as
soon as its test results return effective and safe,
the ministry explained in a statement.

Employee tests positive

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Civil
Information (PACI) announced that one of
its employees tested positive for the novel
coronavirus. The PACI building was closed
yesterday, but  c iv i l  ID distr ibut ions
remained available. PACI will resume work
as usual on the first day after the Eid Al-
Adha holiday, it added. 

National Guard to release prisoners

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Guard
Undersecretary, Lieutenant General Hashim Al-
Rifai on Tuesday ordered the release of impris-
oned guards who have been held for discipli-
nary offenses, on the occasion of the upcoming
Eid Al-Adha. Kuwait National Guard said in a
statement the order came in line with instruc-
tions by Kuwait National Guard Chief His
Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, and
the KNG Deputy Chief Sheikh Meshaal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

4,870 passengers 

KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation announced that 26 flights were set to
depart Kuwait International Airport yesterday,
carrying a total of 4,870 passengers. They
included 17 flights to Egypt, three flights to the
UAE, two flight to Lebanon, one flight to Qatar,
one flight to Pakistan, one flight to Bangladesh,
and one flight to Yemen.

MPs demand probe on Malaysian fund case

Kuwait National Assembly
to hold sessions next week

KUWAIT: Minister of Finance Barrak Al-
Sheetan on Tuesday issued a ministerial
resolution to form a panel to examine the
amendment of Law 106/2013 on money
laundering and terrorism financing, mainly
with regards to the tasks undertaken by
the financial inspection unit. Minister
Sheetan explained in a statement to the
press that his decision was intended to
affirm his keenness and continuous support
for activating the inspection unit since he
took office in February. The unit’s person-
nel have taken measures referring money
laundering suspects to the public prosecu-
tion, the minister said, affirming its key role
at this level. The committee which he has
ordered to be formed will examine short-
comings in existing legislations and pro-
pose adequate modifications to enhance
efficiency of the financial inspection team’s
personnel, back up their independence,
and boost their jurisdictions and tools for
attaining the aspired objective, Sheetan

added. This approach, he continued, is
aimed at preserving Kuwait’s image with
respect of combating money laundering
and terrorism funding. — KUNA

Finance Minister Barrak Al-Sheetan

Corruption scandals
dominate local 
headlines
KUWAIT: Reports on investigations in corruption
cases that have recently surfaced in Kuwait dominat-
ed front pages of Arabic dailies that published yester-
day. Al-Qabas reported that customs inspectors were
given strict instructions to thoroughly inspect all
vehicles and shipping trucks at border checkpoints
out of concern that at least 10 social media influ-
encers whose names were mentioned in investigations
in corruption cases could try to escape out of the
country. Meanwhile, the same report quotes a source
familiar with the investigations who said that travel
bans were issued against 14 former senior officials
involved in at least four major corruption scandals
that are currently under investigation. The source
warned that an estimated 300 convicted citizens have
managed to escape after being convicted by court in
the past few years.

Al-Jarida reported meanwhile that the public pros-
ecution plans to question nine more social media
influencers on suspicions over their ‘inflated bank
accounts’, in addition to 10 others and an ‘online bou-
tique’ which are currently under investigations in a
money laundering case. This comes while the Ministry

of Commerce and Industry closed 54 social media
accounts that host online auctions for valuable items
on suspicions that they were used to facilitate money
laundering operations, the same daily reported.

The judge had denied requests made by attorneys
of five suspects questioned in one of the money laun-
dering cases under investigations to release their
clients, and remanded them in custody until August 12
when they will stand again before the judge for ques-
tioning. The five suspects (two Kuwaitis, one Iranian,
one Egyptian and one Belgian nationals) had denied
charges of money laundering, bribe and trafficking of
alcoholic drinks, Al-Anbaa daily reported.

In the meantime, Al-Rai claimed possession of offi-
cial letters between the State Audit Bureau and the
general secretariat of the council of ministers, which
the daily says reveal that the Interior Ministry used
some of the money donated to support Kuwait’s fight
against the spread of COVID-19 to fund arm deals.
Nearly KD 54 million were collected during the pub-
lic donation drive in March, which was launched by
dozens of local charities to support the government’s
efforts in its fight against the spread of the deadly
disease. However, the State Audit Bureau reportedly
approved the Interior Ministry’s request to sign mul-
tiple deals worth KD 1.6 million to purchase ammuni-
tion and bullet proof vests, funded from the dona-
tions. Al-Rai’s report quotes a statement from the
State Audit Bureau which explains that the approvals
were made “in light of the current unusual circum-
stances due to the spread of COVID-19, and in order
to achieve public security.” 
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money laundering law


