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Those selected to take part in the hajj were sub-

ject to temperature checks and placed in quarantine 
as they began trickling into Makkah at the weekend. 
State media showed health workers sanitising their 
luggage, and some pilgrims reported being given 
electronic wristbands to allow authorities to moni-
tor their whereabouts. Workers, clutching brooms 
and disinfectant, were seen cleaning the area 
around the Kaaba. Using his bare hands, one work-
er was shown daubing its outer wall with perfume. 

Hajj authorities have cordoned off the Kaaba this 
year, saying pilgrims will not be allowed to touch it, 
to limit the chances of infection. They also reported 
setting up multiple health facilities, mobile clinics 
and ambulances to cater to the pilgrims. “There are 
no security-related concerns in this pilgrimage, but 
(downsizing) is to protect pilgrims from the danger 
of the pandemic,” said Saudi Arabia’s director of 
public security, Khalid bin Qarar Al-Harbi. The for-
eign press are barred from this year’s hajj, usually a 
huge global media event, as the government tight-
ens access to Mecca. 

Saudi authorities initially said only around 1,000 

pilgrims residing in the kingdom would be permit-
ted for the hajj, but local media reports say as many 
as 10,000 will be allowed to take part. Some 70 
percent of the pilgrims are foreigners residing in the 
kingdom, while the rest are Saudi citizens, authori-
ties said. All worshippers were required to be tested 
for coronavirus before arriving in Makkah and will 
also have to quarantine after the pilgrimage as the 
number of cases in the kingdom nears 270,000 - 
one of the largest outbreaks in the Middle East. 

They were given elaborate amenity kits that 
include sterilized pebbles for a stoning ritual, disinfec-
tants, masks, a prayer rug and the ihram, a seamless 
white garment worn by pilgrims, according to a hajj 
ministry document. “I did not expect, among millions 
of Muslims, to be blessed with approval,” Emirati pil-
grim Abdullah Al-Kathiri said in a video released by 
the Saudi media ministry. “It is an indescribable feel-
ing... especially since it is my first pilgrimage.” 

The hajj ministry said foreign residents of the 
kingdom from around 160 countries competed in 
the online selection process but it did not say how 
many people applied. Some disappointed applicants 
have complained that the government-run lottery 
was not clearly outlined and that no reason was giv-
en for their rejection. The hajj ministry has fielded a 
deluge of anguished queries on Twitter from reject-
ed applicants. But Hajj Minister Mohammad Benten 
insisted the process was transparent, telling the 
Saudi-owned Al-Arabiya television that “health 
determinants” formed the basis of selection. —AFP 

Pilgrims begin  
downsized hajj...
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Tensions have escalated between Iran and the 

United States since US President Donald Trump uni-

laterally withdrew from a landmark nuclear deal in 
2018. The arch foes have come to the brink of war 
twice since June 2019, when the Guards shot down a 
US drone in the Gulf. Their animosity deepened after 
Iran’s most prominent general, Qasem Soleimani, was 
killed in a US drone strike near Baghdad airport in 
January. One of the most recent confrontations was 
in mid-April, when the United States accused the 
Guards of using speedboats to harass its warships in 
the Gulf. — AFP 

Iran targets mock 
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Press Agency (SPA) reported early yesterday. The 

plan calls for the Yemeni prime minister to form a 
new government within 30 days, as well as the 
appointment of a new governor and security director 
for second city Aden where the government had set 
up base. 

“Once this is implemented, the government should 
commence its work in Aden, and oversee the comple-
tion of the implementation of the Riyadh Agreement 
in accordance with all its clauses and tracks,” SPA 
said, citing an unnamed Saudi official. Yemen’s inter-
nationally recognized government welcomed the 

announcement, with spokesman Rajeh Badi express-
ing hope that this would be a “serious and true start” 
to implementing the Riyadh Agreement. Yemeni 
President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, exiled in Riyadh, 
separately announced the appointment of a new 
police commander and governor for Aden. 

Saudi Arabia’s efforts “have succeeded in bringing 
together the Yemeni government and the Southern 
Transitional Council in accepting the mechanism pro-
posed by the kingdom to implement the Riyadh 
Agreement,” deputy defence minister Prince Khalid 
bin Salman said on Twitter. If it holds, the break-
through should allow the Saudi-led coalition and its 
allies to refocus their energies on the war against their 
common foe - the Houthi rebels. 

“This largely means the Saudis want to de-escalate 
in Yemen and push the warring parties towards 
peace,” Fatima Abo Alasrar, a scholar at the Middle 
East Institute, told AFP.  — AFP 

Yemen separatists  
abandon self-rule...

Crown Prince assures 
MPs on Amir’s health

Sheikh Nawaf urges lawmakers to cooperate for achievement

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir 
and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received 
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem, and members of the National 
Assembly office at Seif Palace yesterday. 
During the meeting, His Highness Sheikh 
Nawaf assured the lawmakers on the 
health of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and 
expressed gratitude to citizens and resi-
dents for their sincere sentiments towards 
His Highness the Amir. 

His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince also praised the parliament’s 
work, highlighting the cooperation 
between Speaker Ghanem and His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and 

applauded the ‘legislative achievements’ 
made at the National Assembly. He urged 
lawmakers to continue putting effort and 
cooperation in order to complete issues 
pending on the assembly’s schedule. 

His Highness Sheikh Nawaf took the 
opportunity as well to greet the lawmakers 
on Eid Al-Adha. Speaker Ghanem and 
members of the assembly’s office 
expressed contentment on being reas-
sured about His Highness the Amir’s health, 
and appreciation for the guidance they 
received from His Highness the Deputy 
Amir and Crown Prince, vowing to contin-
ue bearing their responsibility towards 
Kuwait and its people. 

Also yesterday, His Highness the 
Deputy Amir and Crown Prince received 
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 

Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, 
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Interior 
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Anas Al-Saleh, Minister of Health Dr Basel 
Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Sabah. 

In other news, His Highness the Deputy 
Amir and Crown Prince received on 
Tuesday cables from Afghanistan’s 
President Ashraf Ghani and Senegal’s 
President Macky Sall, who inquired about 
the health of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, wish-
ing him good health and wellbeing. His 
Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown 
Prince expressed deep gratitude for their 
sincere gestures, wishing them good 
health.  —  KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and members of the National Assembly office. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.
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KUWAIT: The most powerful weapon against the 
coronavirus is the facemask. According to WHO-
backed research, wearing a facemask can reduce the 
spread of COVID-19 by 85 percent. The research 
claimed that the chance of infection or transmission is 
three percent with a mask compared to 17 percent 
without a mask. Holger Schunemann, a professor at 
McMaster University, said in the statement quoted in a 
medical journal: “Our findings are the first to synthe-

size all direct information on COVID-19, SARS and 
MERS, and provide the currently best available evi-
dence on the optimum use of these common and sim-
ple interventions to help ‘flatten the curve’.” 

Wearing a facemask has become mandatory in 
many countries around the world. In Kuwait, those not 
wearing a facemask face punishment of a maximum of 
three months in jail or a KD 5,000 fine. When the rule 
was implemented in March, people started wearing 
masks in public places, streets, government facilities, 
private companies, malls and offices. Many establish-
ments have implemented strict measures obliging all 
employees and individuals to wear a mask or they will 
not be allowed to enter their premises. 

To check whether everyone is strictly adhering to 
Ministry of Health (MOH) guidelines, Kuwait Times 
went to three separate locations to observe the flow of 
people and how they are following these guidelines. 
We found out that a majority of people are wearing 

and adhering to the facemask policy.  Out of 300 peo-
ple surveyed, none of them was without a facemask. 
The question however is whether they are wearing it 
properly or not.  

Kuwait Times went to Rai near Lulu Hypermarket 
and counted 100 people with or without a facemask. 
We repeated the same in both Kuwait City in Maliya 
near Souq Muttahida and in Salmiya in the old souq 
near the MRG Building, and here are the results:  

Al-Rai (100:3) (at 11:30 am) 
Out of 100 people, three are not wearing the facemask 

properly. They all have a mask - one is carrying it in his 
hand, while the other two have lowered it on their chin.   

Kuwait City (100:9) (at 1 pm) 
Out of 100 people, nine are not wearing the face-

mask properly. But at 1 pm, not many people are 
around.  

Salmiya (100:16) (at 5 pm) 
Out of 100 people, 16 are not wearing the facemask 

properly. Salmiya is a crowded area with a mix of 
nationalities. Five in the afternoon is considered rush 
hour and many are either rushing to buy something in 
the supermarkets or rushing home. When asked why 
he wasn’t wearing the facemask properly, Bassam, a 
Syrian man, said he has health issues. “I am experienc-
ing shortness of breath. But I am wearing it - I just 
wanted to breathe fresh air,” he said. 

Meliza, a Filipina nurse, said she regularly wears a 
facemask but removes when there are no people 
around her. “Doctors are telling us to breathe fresh air 
as well - they are telling us that it is also harmful to 
our health if we wear a mask all the time. But we need 
to wear it in public so we can be spared from this 
killer virus,” she said.  Sujin, an Indian national, 
removed his facemask because he said he is not in a 
crowded area. “I always have it when I am out of the 
house. I don’t want to pay the KD 5,000 fine or be 
imprisoned,” he said.  

Facemask: Who 
wears it and 
who doesn’t?
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