
MANCHESTER: Manchester United missed the
chance to move up to third in the Premier League
on Monday after Michael Obafemi’s 96th minute
equalizer earned Southampton a 2-2 draw at Old
Trafford in the latest twist in the race for a place in
next season’s Champions League. Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer’s men were unable to take advantage of
weekend defeats for Chelsea and Leicester to
remain in fifth. 

United had become the first side in Premier
League history to win four consecutive games by a
three-goal margin, but there was no cruise for the
Red Devils this time even after they responded to
Stuart Armstrong’s early opener. Two goals in as
many minutes from Marcus Rashford and Anthony
Martial turned the game around, but United were

caught out by a corner deep into stoppage time
when substitute Obafemi turned home Jan
Bednarek’s flick on.

“It’s the worst time to concede a goal but it hap-
pens in football. You have to be strong and take it,”
said United manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer. “We’ve
won so many games that way ourselves but it’s all
part of the learning for this team.” Manchester
City’s victory over UEFA in the Court of Arbitration
for Sport earlier on Monday upped the pressure on

United to continue their impressive form with only a
place in the top four now good enough for
Champions League qualification.

Solskjaer will still be confident of achieving that
goal as his side have closed an eight-point gap on
Leicester, who they face on the final day of the sea-
son, since the Premier League’s restart. But two
dropped points were a reminder that United are far
from the finished article if they aspire to challenge
Liverpool and Manchester City for the title next sea-
son. “We didn’t deserve three points today,” admit-
ted Solskjaer. “We never got the rhythm in our pass-
ing today, especially after 2-1.” A 17-match unbeaten
run looked in danger early as Southampton-who
have been in impressive form themselves-were
rewarded for a bright start at Old Trafford.

‘Brave’ Saints snatch point 
Ralph Hassenhuttl’s side remain in 12th, but have

lost just once in six games since the restart. “We are
becoming more brave,” said Hassenhuttl. “You can
feel the guys really enjoy what they are doing.” Paul
Pogba’s return from injury has played a big part in
United’s free-scoring run, but the Frenchman was at
fault for the opening goal as he was caught in pos-
session by Danny Ings. Redmond then crossed for
the unmarked Armstrong at the back post and the
Scottish international took a touch before flashing a
shot past David De Gea.

United have now scored 16 goals in their last five

league games to close the gap on Chelsea and
Leicester in the top four race. That firepower was in
evidence as the game was turned on its head within
two minutes as Martial showed great strength and
touch to tee up Rashford to slot home his 21st goal
of the season. Both Rashford and Martial are enjoy-
ing their best ever scoring seasons and moments
later it was the Frenchman’s turn to score his 21st of
the campaign as he powered past Kyle Walker-
Peters before lashing a shot past Alex McCarthy for
his 50th Premier League goal. — AFP 
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Man Utd miss chance to move 
up to third in Premier League

Obafemi’s 96th minute equalizer earns Southampton a 2-2 draw

MANCHESTER: Southampton’s Polish defender Jan Bednarek (center) wins a header in the build-up to
their late equalizer during the English Premier League football match between Manchester United and
Southampton at Old Trafford in Manchester on July 13, 2020. The game finished 2-2.  AFP photos

CAS ruling protects 
Champions League 
dream for Man City’s 
Abu Dhabi owners
LONDON: Manchester City have become the
dominant force in English football over the past
decade but are still waiting for the final piece in the
Abu Dhabi project jigsaw-the Champions League
title. Backed by Sheikh Mansour’s immense wealth,
inspired by Pep Guardiola’s managerial genius and
boasting a cast of superstars, the club have greedily
scooped up 11 major trophies in nine years. Yet the
prize that has eluded them is the Champions
League, which the owners crave above all else.
Monday’s ruling from the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS), lifting a two-season UEFA ban from
European competition, will give Guardiola’s men a
huge lift for this season and next as they chase elu-
sive European glory.

They can now prepare for the second leg of their
last-16 tie at home against Real Madrid, leading 2-1,
safe in the knowledge that they will be back at
Europe’s top table next season. City’s great fear was
if CAS upheld UEFA’s ban, imposed in February,
players would look to elsewhere and Guardiola him-
self could even lose interest. Now they can not only
retain their best players, but look to recruit more
talent in a bid to take back the Premier League title
from Liverpool.

“From a footballing perspective, it is good to
know that Pep Guardiola may now extend his con-

tract as City manager beyond next season, continu-
ing to raise coaching standards in this country,” said
the Times. “It is a joy to know that Kevin De Bruyne,
the finest midfield player in the world on present
form, may stay on, enchanting audiences with his
extraordinary passing style.” City have already lift-
ed the League Cup this season and are well-placed
in the FA Cup. But they know that to be considered
a member of the established European elite, they
must win the Champions League.

Corporate giant 
The club’s transformation from Premier League

also-rans into a European force over the past 12
years has been remarkable. For so many years they
were the perennially underachieving neighbors of
mighty Manchester United. But under Mansour and
chairman Khaldoon Al Mubarak, the struggling club
have become a global footballing behemoth. When
Mansour and his Abu Dhabi United Group pur-
chased City from Thailand’s Thaksin Shinawatra for
£210 million ($265 million) on September 1, 2008,
they arrived to find a club languishing in United’s
shadow after finishing 32 points behind the champi-
ons the previous season.

City’s inferiority complex was well-founded after
decades of failure. When United won an unprece-
dented treble of Champions League, Premier
League and FA Cup in 1998/99, City were languish-
ing in the third tier. It is a different story at the
Etihad now after four Premier League titles in the
past nine seasons as well as a wealth of cup suc-
cess. The squad is brimful of international talent, led
by global stars such as Kevin De Bruyne, Raheem
Sterling and Sergio Aguero, with Guardiola
demanding the highest standards.

“People forget that 10 years ago it was unthink-
able that City would get to this place,” one former

senior City executive told Britain’s Daily Mail news-
paper in 2018 - a decade after the takeover.
“Building the club that Guardiola took over meant
building a world-class team. Players had either never
heard of us or weren’t interested in us.” Mansour’s
first signing for City was Robinho, a Brazilian for-
ward then regarded as one of the world’s most
promising youngsters. That set the tone for the
decade to come as Mansour kept spending until the
silverware finally rolled in, starting with the club’s
first FA Cup for 42 years in 2011. — AFP 

United stay fifth 
after Saints grab 
last-gasp leveler

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Norwegian man-
ager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer reacts on the pitch after
the English Premier League football match between
Manchester United and Southampton.

‘Magic’ UAE takeover
of  second-tier
Beziers falls through
PARIS: A proposed takeover of second-tier
club Beziers by an unknown UAE-based
investor has failed after French rugby’s financial
watchdog (DNACG) refused to validate the
deal on Monday. The Emirati was supported by
former France winger Christophe Dominici.
There had been talk of signing ex-New Zealand
centre Ma’a Nonu, as well as England interna-
tionals Manu Tuilagi and Semesa Rokoduguni
after a reported multi-million euro purchase
was completed. 

Beziers are the 11-time French champions
and dominated French rugby in the 1970s and
early 1980s but were relegated in 2005 and are
currently in the second division. The DNACG
had asked the potential new owner to supply
documents and proof of wealth. Sotaco, the
investment group representing the prospective
owner, issued a press release saying they had
tried to comply. 

“We brought the required elements in a tight
and pressured timeframe, and we legitimately
thought that all the signals were green, but we
suffered a mortal blow when the DNACG was
not prepared to give their immediate agreement
and as a first consequence we would not have
been able to make the necessary player signings
to take Beziers back to their rightful place in
French rugby,” Sotaco said.  — AFP 

BRIGHTON: Manchester City’s Spanish manager Pep
Guardiola (left) and Brighton’s English manager
Graham Potter greet before the English Premier
League football match between Brighton and Hove
Albion and Manchester City in Brighton. — AFP 

HONG KONG: A couple of come-
backs and the continued emergence of
a bright young star feature in AFP
Sport’s golf talking points for this week.

Woods in top company 
When Tiger Woods returns to com-

petitive golf for the first time in five
months at Jack Nicklaus’s Memorial
Tournament tomorrow, he will do so in
exalted company. Woods will tee off
alongside world number one Rory
McIlroy and Brooks Koepka in an eye-
catching threeball for the first two
rounds at Muirfield Village in Ohio.
Woods needs a sixth victory at the
event he last won in 2012 to become
the most successful golfer in PGA Tour
history, having tied Sam Snead’s
record 82 wins at October’s Zozo
Championship in Japan.

The 15-time major winner last
played competitively at the Genesis
Invitational in February, finishing 68th.
Without Woods since the tour’s return
from COVID-19 lockdown, the buzz
has been all about Bryson
DeChambeau and Collin Morikawa,
winners of the last two events, and they
will go out together alongside defend-
ing champion Patrick Cantlay tomor-
row. Big-hitting DeChambeau, the
2018 Memorial champion, is favorite

with the bookmakers at 10-1. Woods is
priced at a tempting-looking 25-1. The
bookies should note that the last time
Woods returned from an enforced lay-
off, at the Zozo after a 10-week break
for arthroscopic knee surgery, he won.

Miguel keeps rolling 
He might be nearer to 60 than 50

but Miguel Angel Jimenez proved he
was still one to watch when the
European Tour made a low-key return
last week. At the Austrian Open, an
event shared with the second-tier
Challenge Tour, the 56-year-old rolled
back the years to shoot his lowest
score since the 2018 Italian Open, a
seven-under-par 65 in the second
round. It put the Spaniard into the lead
and he finished tied eighth to record
his first top 10 since the 2017 Hong
Kong Open.

Jimenez has already set the record
for the oldest winner on the European
Tour three times and he threatened it
again at the Diamond Country Club
near Vienna, an event won by
Scotland’s Marc Warren.  Jimenez won
the 2012 Hong Kong Open at the age
of 48 years, 307 days, before success-
fully defending it a year later when 49
years and 337 days old. Not content
with that, he won the 2014 Open de

Espana for his 21st title at 50 years, 133
days. The European Tour remains in
Austria this week before moving to
Britain for the first of six full-field
events starting with the British Masters
in Newcastle.

Collin’s a cut above 
Collin Morikawa only turned pro 13

months ago, but he won for the first
time on the US PGA Tour at the
Barracuda Championship just eight
weeks later and has been so consistent
that he now has more wins than missed
cuts. His second tournament victory
came at the Workday Charity Open at

Muirfield on Sunday where he won a
nail-biting playoff against Justin
Thomas on the third extra hole. 

His reward is a huge jump in the
world rankings from 29th to 13th, one
place above Tiger Woods, and he is
firmly in the Ryder Cup picture for the
next edition at Whistling Straits, now
shifted to September 2021. Morikawa’s
only missed cut came two weeks earli-
er at the Travelers Championship, and
a fortnight before that he had the
crushing disappointment of seeing a
two-foot putt lip out to lose a playoff
to Daniel Berger at the Charles
Schwab Challenge. — AFP 

Spurs more tactical 
under Mourinho, 
says Davies

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur are more tactical
under manager Jose Mourinho than when Mauricio
Pochettino was in charge, defender Ben Davies has
said. Argentine Pochettino led Spurs to the
Champions League final last season but was
sacked in November after a poor start to the
Premier League campaign and replaced by
Mourinho. “Under ‘Poch’ we very much had our
style of play and it was just the high press, high
intensity,” Davies told talkSPORT. “Now I think
we’re a bit more tactical, we’re a bit more aware of
what we’re coming up against. We have a game
plan for each game.”

Mourinho’s side have come in for criticism of
late due to some disappointing performances but
Davies, 27, said the players were adapting to their
manager’s methods. “In some games it hasn’t been
what we’ve wanted but everyone is buying into the
skill set that Mourinho has and we all know that
he’s a top manager,” Davies added. “He’s won
everything there is to win so us as players have got
to put our trust into him and the results will follow.
“We’ll go away in the summer and I’m sure we’ll do
a lot of work in pre-season, get ready for it and
next year has to be a different story.” Tottenham,
who are eighth in the league, visit Newcastle
United on Wednesday. — Reuters

Golf talking points: Tiger back;
Morikawa power; Miguel for the ages 

DUBLIN: Collin Morikawa has a milkshake following his victory of the Workday
Charity Open at Muirfield Village Golf Club on July 12, 2020 in Dublin, Ohio. — AFP 


