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Football freestyler, Kotaro Tokuda from Japan, performs at Kuwait Towers in Kuwait. —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

LOS ANGELES: The Chicago Marathon became the lat-
est major marathon to fall victim to the coronavirus on
Monday as organizers confirmed cancellation of the race
for only the second time in its history. The decision had
been largely expected, with several other major
marathons around the world already suffering the same
fate because of the pandemic. The 43rd edition of the
race was due to take place on October 11, with an esti-
mated field of around 45,000 runners and wheelchair
athletes. “The Chicago Marathon is our city’s beloved
annual celebration of more than 45,000 runners, as well
as tens of thousands of volunteers, spectators and city
residents,” Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot said.

“Like all Chicagoans, I’m personally disappointed
that this year’s event won’t take place as originally
planned; however, we look forward to welcoming all run-
ners and their cheering squads once again when the
Chicago Marathon returns to our city in full force for an-
other very exciting race.” Race director Carey
Pinkowski said the decision had been taken with the
safety of participants and volunteers in mind. “We un-
derstand the disappointment, but when we return to the
streets of Chicago, it will be a celebratory moment and
an uncompromising statement about the collective spirit
of who we are as a running community: We are powerful,
we are persistent, and we will reach the finish line again,”
Pinkowski said.

Chicago is one of the world’s six Major marathons
along with races in Tokyo, Boston, London, Berlin and
New York. The Chicago race was last cancelled in
1987 after a loss of sponsorship. Tokyo went ahead in
March with only elite and wheelchair athletes taking
part, while Boston was due to take place in April but
was then rescheduled for September before eventu-
ally being cancelled altogether. Both Berlin and New
York were also cancelled, leaving London - which was
moved from April 26 to October 4 - as the last
marathon race standing.— AFP 
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LONDON: Irish rugby players earning more than
25,000 euros (£22,500, $28,000) per year have
agreed to a 10 per cent salary reduction for the sec-
ond half of 2020 as well as a further 10 per cent de-
ferral of their wages until 2021 due to the economic
impact of coronavirus. The Irish Rugby Football
Union (IRFU) and Rugby Players Ireland (RPI) have
been in talks for several weeks and announced a deal
had been agreed on Monday.

The period will run from July 1 to December 31 this
year. Half of the 10 percent deferral could also be
subject to a retrospective salary reduction if the fi-
nancial impact of the pandemic proves to be even
worse than accounted for so far. IRFU chief executive
Philip Browne said: “Irish Rugby, like all sports or-
ganizations, businesses and society in general, has
been severely impacted by the ongoing COVID-19
crisis with major uncertainty continuing around our
future financial income streams. “The IRFU, the

Provinces and Clubs remain in a highly precarious fi-
nancial situation, making it critically important that an
agreement was reached on this matter.”

Unlike in England where a bitter row over pay has
erupted between the players
union and Premiership clubs,
the RPI highlighted a “good
working relationship with the
IRFU” as key to the agreement.
“Aware of the significant chal-
lenges facing not just rugby but
the country as a whole as a re-
sult of the Covid-19 pandemic,
we believe the agreement
reached is reflective of our
shared ambition to see rugby at all levels continue to
thrive,” said RPI chief executive Simon Keogh. Irish
provinces Leinster, Munster, Ulster and Connacht are
set to return to action in the Pro 14 next month.

Back into the bubble
Meanwhile, Australia’s National Rugby League

(NRL) has ordered teams to adopt tighter biosecurity
protocols yesterday following a surge of COVID-19

infections in the country’s
southeast. The announcement
came as Victoria state reported
270 new cases and neighbor-
ing New South Wales ramped
up social distancing restric-
tions amid a cluster of infec-
tions linked to a pub in western
Sydney. The 12 teams based in
NSW and the Australian Cap-
ital Territory would revert back

to the strict “bubble” conditions the league enforced
when it resumed on May 28, the NRL said.

That will mean players and staff will no longer be
allowed to visit cafes, restaurants, pubs, beaches and

golf courses, while restrictions on home visitors also
return. “We won’t take any risks with our players and
the community,” league boss Peter V’landys said in a
statement. “All our decisions are based on the data
and we’ve said from the start, if the data changes then
we will be proactive and take the necessary action
required.”

Four teams based in northeastern Queensland
state, including Melbourne Storm who relocated
north from Victoria, will remain under current restric-
tions. Queensland reported one new case of COVID-
19 from a returned traveler at a quarantine hotel on
Monday. The NRL had plans to base all of the
league’s 16 teams in Queensland if required, Aus-
tralian media reported on Tuesday. A surge of infec-
tions in Victoria in recent weeks prompted the top
flight soccer and Australian Rules leagues to move
teams out of the state to allow their seasons to con-
tinue. — Agencies 
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WASHINGTON:  The Washington Redskins
confirmed Monday the team is changing its
name following pressure from sponsors over
a word widely criticized as a racist slur
against Native Americans. Washington an-
nounced on July 3 that the Redskins name
had been placed under review after a wave
of rallies against racial injustice swept
across the United States following George
Floyd’s death on May 25. “Today, we are an-
nouncing we will be retiring the Redskins
name and logo upon completion of this re-
view,” the NFL team said in a statement.

A replacement name was still being
worked upon, the statement added. Wash-
ington owner Dan Snyder had long resisted
calls to change the team’s name but faced
mounting demands to rethink that position
as protests erupted against systemic racism
after the death of Floyd, an unarmed
African-American man, during his arrest by
police in Minneapolis. Native American
leaders had written to the NFL commis-
sioner Roger Goodell last week demanding
an immediate change of the team’s name,
logo and mascot. Washington’s announce-
ment was applauded by Ray Halbritter, an
Oneida Nation representative and head of
the “Change the Mascot” campaign.

“The NFL and Dan Snyder have finally
made the right call and Change the Mascot
commends them for it,” Halbritter said in a
statement. “This is a good decision for the
country ... it closes a painful chapter of den-
igration and disrespect toward Native
Americans and other people of color.” US
lawmaker Deb Haaland, one of the few mem-
bers of Congress who identifies as Native
American, also saluted the move.  “About
time,” Haaland wrote. “It shouldn’t take a
huge social movement & pressure from cor-

porate sponsors to do the right thing, but
I’m glad this is happening.”

Intense pressure from the team’s most
powerful corporate partners are widely be-
lieved to have forced the Washington move.
FedEx, which purchased the naming rights
to the team’s stadium through 2025 for $205
million, confirmed earlier this month it had
requested the change. “We believe it is time
for a change,” PepsiCo had also said, while
Nike removed the team’s merchandise and
gear from its website. Bank of America said
as a sponsor, it had “encouraged the team to
change the name.” Goodell had also lobbied
the team behind the scenes to consider a
name change, according to reports.

Never say never?   
The team was established in 1932 as the

Boston Braves and took on its current name
in 1933 before moving to the US capital four
years later. Until now, Snyder had emphati-
cally rejected requests to drop the Redskins
tag. “We’ll never change the name,” he told
USA Today in 2013. “It’s that simple.
NEVER-you can use caps.” President Don-

ald Trump meanwhile had criticized Wash-
ington’s announcement that the team name
was under review. “They name teams out of
STRENGTH, not weakness, but now the
Washington Redskins & Cleveland Indians,
two fabled sports franchises, look like they
are going to be changing their names in
order to be politically correct,” Trump
tweeted last week.

Washington’s statement on Monday said
Snyder and head coach Ron Rivera were
“working closely to develop a new name and
design approach that will enhance the
standing of our proud, tradition rich fran-
chise and inspire our sponsors, fans and
community for the next 100 years”. The
Washington Post reported that the team had
a preferred choice for a replacement name,
but were working through trademark issues
surrounding the tag. Rivera, one of only a
handful of minority head coaches in the NFL
and also the son of an army officer, said ear-
lier this month that he believed the new
name should show respect to Native Amer-
ican culture while giving a nod to the US
military.—AFP 

Washington
Redskins confirm
name change

MIAMI: The NBA said Monday two
players have tested positive for coron-
avirus since teams began arriving in Or-
lando, Florida for the resumption of the
league later this month. An NBA state-
ment said out of 322 players tested at
the NBA Campus at Disney World since
July 7, two returned positive tests. How-
ever the league said neither player had
cleared quarantine, which would have
allowed them to fully enter the NBA’s
protective “bubble.”

Both players have since left the Dis-
ney World Campus to isolate at home or
at isolation-housing. The league said
since July 1, a total of 19 NBA players
had tested positive for the coronavirus
during in-market testing. Those players
were staying in their home markets and
recovering until they are cleared to
leave home isolation and join the NBA
Campus in Orlando. The NBA has been
in shutdown since March since the pan-
demic erupted across North America.
The league is relaunching its season
with teams based in Orlando for the re-
mainder of the regular season and the
playoffs.

Westbrook tests positive 
Meanwhile, NBA star Russell West-

brook revealed Monday he has tested
positive for COVID-19 as the league
gears up for its return in Florida later
this month. Houston Rockets star West-
brook, the 2017 Most Valuable Player
and one of the biggest names in the
NBA, said in a statement he was feeling
well and was in isolation. “I tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 prior to my team’s
departure to Orlando,” Westbrook said
on Twitter.  “I’m currently feeling well,
quarantined and looking forward to re-
joining my teammates when I am

cleared. Thank you all for the well
wishes and continued support,” the 31-
year-old added. “Please take this virus
seriously. Be safe. Mask up!”

Westbrook was one of several Rock-
ets players who did not travel to Or-
lando, where the NBA will resume its
season on July 30 after a four-month
shutdown due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. As well as Westbrook, fellow su-
perstar James Harden and Cameroon
international Luc Mbah a Moute also
did not travel, although the team has not
given a reason for their absence.

Rockets coach Mike D’Antoni on
Sunday said Westbrook, Harden and
Mbah a Moute were “working in their
own home base.” “We’re still expecting
them in a few days,” D’Antoni said. “You
never know, but we think we’ll get them
back in here by the middle of the week.
D’Antoni would not comment on why the
players had not travelled with the team.
“These are things that people are dealing
with,” he said. “We’re not going to get
into why not. They’re on their way.”
Westbrook is one of several NBA players
to have tested positive for COVID-19,
joining a list which includes Brooklyn’s
Kevin Durant, Boston’s Marcus Smart
and Utah Jazz duo Rudy Gobert and
Donovan Mitchell.— Agencies 
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ARLINGTON: In this file photo Washington Redskins players huddle during a game at AT&T Stadium
in Arlington, Texas. — AFP 


