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News in brief

Taiwan lawmakers brawl 

TAIPEI: Taiwanese lawmakers scuffled in parlia-
ment yesterday over a nomination for the head of
a top government watchdog, the second time
physical confrontations have erupted over the
issue in as many weeks. Opposition Kuomintang
(KMT) members clashed with legislators from
the ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) as
they tried to block nominee Chen Chu from
entering the main parliamentary chamber. A
KMT lawmaker was sent to hospital after his arm
was cut when glass panels were shattered during
the melee while several other lawmakers from
both sides suffered minor injuries. Taiwan’s par-
liament was once notorious for mass brawls
among lawmakers and has been the location of
frequent protests. Scuffles broke out over reform
policies and pension cuts when President Tsai
Ing-wen first took office four years ago, but such
confrontations had since become rare. — AFP 

Bangalore locks down again 

BANGALORE: India’s IT hub Bangalore will go
back into lockdown yesterday as the number of
coronavirus cases in the country surged towards
a million with about 500 people dying daily.
After imposing one of the world’s strictest lock-
downs in late March, India has been steadily eas-
ing rules to lessen the huge economic impact. But
infections have continued to soar, passing
900,000 on Monday with almost 24,000 deaths,
according to health ministry figures that many
experts say underplay the severity of the situa-
tion. Mumbai and the capital New Delhi have
been the worst hit so far but the southern city of
Bangalore, home to more than 13 million people,
has emerged as a new hotspot. A seven-day lock-
down in the city is set to begin at 8:00 pm, the
government announced earlier.  — AFP

NZ opposition leader quits 

WELLINGTON: New Zealand’s opposition
leader abruptly quit for health reasons yesterday
just weeks after taking the job, leaving his party
in disarray with an election against Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern looming. In a brief early-
morning statement, Todd Muller announced his
immediate resignation as leader of the centre-
right National Party, saying “I am not the best
person” for the position. “It is more important
than ever that the New Zealand National Party
has a leader who is comfortable in the role,” he
said. Muller ousted his predecessor Simon
Bridges in late May but failed to reverse polls
showing strong backing for Ardern ahead of the
September 19 election.  — AFP 

US first federal executions 

WASHINGTON: The Supreme Court of the
United States yesterday allowed the first feder-
al executions in 17 years to proceed, overturn-
ing a lower court order delaying them. Four
federal executions were scheduled but a dis-
trict court judge had suspended them to allow
for legal challenges to the lethal injection that
was to be used. The district court decision had
come just hours before the first execution, of
former white supremacist Daniel Lewis Lee,
who was convicted with another man of mur-
dering a family of three during a robbery
intended to help fund the founding of an “Aryan
Peoples Republic”. The prisoners “have not
made the showing required to justify last-
minute intervention by a Federal Court,” the
Supreme Court said in a ruling released in the
early hours of yesterday. — AFP

HONG KONG: In the last two weeks, Hong Kong
publisher Raymond Yeung has hastily made changes
to a draft paper copy of a book entitled “To
Freedom,” replacing the word “revolution” with
“protests,” tweaking a banned slogan and cutting
passages that advocate independence for the
Chinese-ruled city. The changes were hard to make,
he told Reuters, but impossible to avoid since China
passed a national security law on June 30, making
the broadly defined crimes of secession, subversion,
terrorism and collusion with foreign forces punish-
able by up to life in prison. “This is really painful,”
Yeung said as he flipped through pages of the col-
lection of essays by 50 protesters, lawyers, social
workers and other participants in the pro-democra-
cy demonstrations that shook Hong Kong last year.

“This is history. This is the truth,” he said, holding
up the book with blue sticky flags on many pages to
mark changes made because of the new law. Just as
demand for political books was surging in Hong
Kong after a year of protests, Hong Kong’s once
unbridled and prolific independent publishers are
now censoring themselves in the face of the new
law. Hong Kong authorities say freedom of speech
remains intact, but in the past two weeks public
libraries have taken some books off the shelves,
shops have removed protest-related decorations
and the slogan “Liberate Hong Kong! Revolution of
our times” has been declared illegal.

“To Freedom” is the first political book Yeung
has taken on as a part-time publisher. After Beijing
introduced the security law, the book’s original
printer bailed, and two other printers declined, he
said. Another printer agreed to take it anonymously,
but wants to get a better sense of how the law is

implemented first. The Hong Kong Trade
Development Council, which organizes the annual
Hong Kong Book Fair, told exhibitors not to display
what it called “unlawful books” at this week’s
planned fair, but did not explain further.

The council postponed the fair at the last minute
on Monday due to a recent spike in cases of the
new coronavirus. It did not specify a new date for
the event, which draws about 1 million visitors.
Three non-governmental pro-Beijing groups had
teamed up to urge people to report stalls at the fair
selling material promoting Hong Kong independ-
ence, a subject that is anathema to the Chinese gov-
ernment. “Every citizen has a duty to report crime,”
said Innes Tang, the chairman of PolitiHK Social
Strategic, one group behind the campaign. “We are
not the police. We are not the ones to say where the
red line is.”

Jimmy Pang, a veteran local publisher who has
participated in every fair since it began in 1990,
called 2020 “the most terrifying year” because of
the security law and the economic downturn that
was already hurting publishers. He said the law has
prompted publishing houses and writers to halt
projects while printers, distributors, and bookstores
have turned down sensitive books. For example,
Breakazine, a local Christian publication, said it sus-
pended the distribution of its mid-July issue called
“Dangerous Reading” while seeking legal advice for
navigating the security law. “Everyone is avoiding
risks by suffering in silence,” said Pang, a
spokesman for 50 exhibitors at the fair. 

Last year, a unit of Pang’s Sub-Culture Ltd pub-
lished Chan Yun-chi’s “6430,” a book of interviews
with surviving pro-democracy protesters in the

run-up to the 30th anniversary of the bloody 1989
Tiananmen Square crackdown, a subject heavily
censored on the mainland. “In the future, there will
be no sensitive books related to politics,” he said.
Bao Pu, the son of Bao Tong, the most senior
Chinese Communist Party official jailed for sympa-

thizing with Tiananmen protesters, founded New
Century Press in 2005 in Hong Kong to publish
books based on memoirs and government docu-
ments and other sources that often differ from the
official versions of events in China and could not be
published on the mainland. — Reuters

Government removes books, banned songs and slogans

Editing history: Hong Kong publishers 
self-censor under a new security law

Deadly border clashes 
reignite Azerbaijan
and Armenia conflict 
YEREVAN: Deadly border clashes between arch-
foes Armenia and Azerbaijan entered a second day
on Monday, as the EU, US and regional power bro-
ker Moscow urged restraint. Three Azerbaijanis
were killed on Sunday and one on Monday, oil-rich
Baku’s defense ministry said, adding that both sides
were using artillery, mortars and tanks in the north
part of their border. The Armenian foreign ministry
said the artillery fire from Azerbaijan “receded” lat-
er on Monday, claiming Yerevan was “fully control-
ling” the situation.

The two former Soviet republics have been
locked in a simmering conflict for decades over
Azerbaijan’s separatist region of Nagorny
Karabakh, which was seized by ethnic-Armenian
separatists in a 1990s war that claimed 30,000
lives. The international community still views the
region as part of Azerbaijan. The current fighting-
hundreds of miles from Nagorny Karabakh-erupted
days after Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev raised
the spectre of war and denounced delays in
Karabakh talks. Each side blamed the other for the
current flare-up. “Armenia’s political and military
leadership will bear the entire responsibility for the
provocation,” Aliyev told officials in a meeting.
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan in turn
accused Azerbaijan of “provocations” that would
“not go unanswered” and his defence minister said
Armenian forces would react “including by taking
advantageous positions” in Azerbaijani territory.

Armenian Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanyan
on Monday discussed the crisis by phone with the
head of the Collective Security Treaty Organization
(CSTO), a Moscow-led military bloc. Before the call,
Azerbaijani officials had already said Armenia’s “mil-
itary adventure” was aimed at drawing the CSTO
into the fighting. All-out war between the two coun-
tries could potentially drag in regional powers-
Armenia’s military ally Russia and Azerbaijan’s

patron Turkey-which compete for geopolitical influ-
ence in the strategic region.

Majority-Muslim Turkic-speaking Azerbaijan has
received strong backing from its historic ally Ankara.
Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said
Azerbaijan was just trying to “protect its territorial
integrity”, labeling Armenia’s actions “unacceptable”
and urging the country to “come to its senses”.
Yerevan reacted by condemning Turkey’s “provoca-
tive attitude,” with its foreign ministry accusing
Ankara, in a statement, of undermining the “security
and stability in the region.”

Armenia’s military ally Russia-which wields influ-
ence on both Baku and Yerevan-expressed “serious
concerns” over the crisis, which it said “endangers
the region’s stability”, urging the countries to “show
restraint”. Later on Monday, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov held phone conversations
with his Armenian and Azerbaijani counterparts,
urging de-escalation. The US State Department
urged both sides “to stop using force immediately...
and strictly adhere to the ceasefire.” The European
Union issued a statement calling on both sides “to
undertake immediate measures to prevent further
escalation.” — AFP

Shorter hours, cleaner 
air? Egypt may extend 
COVID evening curfew
CAIRO: As coronavirus restrictions ease, business
is rebounding in Cairo’s cafes, restaurants and
shops. In the evenings, the sounds of street vendors
plying their wares blends with the honking of horns,
as the city gets back to normal. But the evening
revival may not last long. To try to hold onto dra-
matic improvements in air quality during the city’s
lockdown, the government now has proposed to per-
manently ban late-night shopping and dining, in an
effort to keep cars at home and hold down electricity
use. “It is mainly for environmental, economic and
social reasons,” Khaled Qassem, a spokesman for the
Egyptian Ministry of Local Development said.
Besides the environmental benefits, the change would
allow families to spend more time together in the
evenings and potentially reduce crime, backers said.

Qassem said that the ministry, having tried out
the evening shutdown during a partial coronavirus
lockdown, now hoped to shorten working hours for
shops, cafes, restaurants and malls in the post-coro-
navirus period. According to a government study,
hours would vary by the type of business and
where it is located, and “tourist establishments will
have exceptional rules,” Qassem said. But shorten-
ing working hours would “reduce our energy con-
sumption, reduce traffic, lower air pollution rates”
and free streets for evening trash pickups, he said.

A night curfew imposed as part of precautionary
measures to stem the spread of the coronavirus led
to a 36% air quality improvement in Greater Cairo,
with even bigger gains in coastal cities and the Nile
Delta, according to data from the Egyptian Ministry
of Environment. Plans to continue shortened work-
ing hours are now under consideration by the prime
minister’s cabinet. In television statements, cabinet
spokesman Nader Saad has said the government is
“serious about the matter” and that the changes
would be permanent and last beyond the coron-
avirus crisis. — Reuters

In this file photograph taken on July 11, 2012, an Armenian
soldier of the self-proclaimed republic of Nagorno-
Karabagh walks in a trench at the frontline on the border
with Azerbaijan near the town of Martakert. — AFP 

China struggles to
contain floods after
record rainfall
SHANGHAI: Soldiers erected sandbag flood bar-
riers in a city near China’s largest freshwater lake
after the heaviest rainfall in nearly six decades
drenched the swollen Yangtze River basin. The
vast Yangtze drainage area has been lashed by
torrential rains since last month, leaving 141 peo-
ple dead or missing and forcing the evacuation of
millions more across several provinces. Flooding
along the river - the world’s third longest - has
been an annual summer scourge since ancient
times, but this year’s inundation has been espe-
cially severe.

The downpours have intensified since last
week, causing dozens of Yangtze-basin waterways
to post record-high water levels, while more than
400 had exceeded warning levels, Vice Minister of
Emergency Management Zheng Guoguang said on
Monday. “Since June, average precipitation in the
Yangtze river basin has been the highest since
1961,” he told a news briefing in Beij ing.
Authorities had been monitoring a flood crest as it
neared Wuhan, the metropolis of 11 million that the
Yangtze winds through and which had already suf-
fered the vast number of China’s deaths and cases
in the coronavirus pandemic, which first emerged
in the city. They said river levels were decreasing
after the crest passed Wuhan on Monday with no
reports of major new flooding there.

Record rainfall 
Concern was now shifting downstream to Poyang

Lake, which drains into the Yangtze in hard-hit
Jiangxi province and is the largest freshwater lake
fully within China’s borders. State-run Xinhua news
agency said water levels at a key hydrological sta-
tion on the lake broke a record set in 1998, when
more than 4,000 people were killed in China’s worst
flooding in recent decades. State media reported
that more than 100,000 people - including rescue
personnel, soldiers, and ordinary citizens - had been
thrown into flood-control efforts in Jiangxi. 

Around half of those were deployed at Poyang
Lake, where many dikes and levees had collapsed,
state television reported. In the city of Jiujiang, near
where the lake drains into the Yangtze, soldiers

wearing orange life vests fortified the river bank
with a wall of sandbags piled as high as a man. The
Yangtze’s length is exceeded only by the Nile and
the Amazon, and its drainage basin is home to
around 400 million people. 

Summer rains and seasonal glacial melt in the
river’s Tibetan plateau headwaters cause routine
annual flooding. But environmentalists say the
threat has worsened over the decades due in part
to rampant construction of dams and levees that
have cut connections between the river and adja-
cent lakes and floodplains that for centuries had
helped absorb the summer surge. Conservationists
also warn that the rapid melting of Himalayan gla-
ciers due to climate change may lead to more dan-
gerous summer flooding. — AFP 

HONG KONG: Activists hold a memorial event to mark the third anniversary of the death of Chinese dissi-
dent Liu Xiaobo (pictured) on Monday. Liu was arrested in 2009 and charged with “inciting subversion of
state power”, later dying of cancer. — AFP

JIUJIANG, China: This photo taken on Monday shows Chinese soldiers building an emergency levee along
the shore of Poyang lake to contain flooding due to seasonal rains and the swollen Yangtze River. — AFP 


