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GUATEMALA CITY: Penitentiary system guards drag an inmate with symptoms related to the novel coronavirus at the COVID-19 unit of San Juan de Dios hospital on Monday. —AFP 

SYDNEY: Australian states tightened borders and re-
stricted pub visits yesterday, while Disney prepared to
close its Hong Kong theme park and Japan stepped up
tracing as a jump in novel coronavirus cases across Asia
fanned fears of a second wave of infections. Many parts
of Asia, the region first hit by the coronavirus that
emerged in central China late last year, are finding cause
to pause the reopening of their economies, some after
winning praise for their initial responses to the outbreak.
Australia largely avoided the high numbers of cases and
casualties seen in other countries with swift and strict
measures, but a spike in community-transmitted cases in
Victoria state and a rise in new cases in New South
Wales has worried authorities.

South Australia cancelled plans to reopen its border
to New South Wales on July 20, while Queensland intro-
duced a mandatory two-week quarantine for people who
have visited two areas in Sydney’s western suburbs. New
South Wales, which has seen several dozen cases linked
to the outbreak in Victoria, said pubs will be limited to
300 people, responding to an outbreak centered at a
large hotel in southwestern Sydney. “Indoor activity,
where people aren’t seated is a huge health risk. It in-
creases the chance of transmission,” state Premier Gladys
Berejiklian told reporters. Australia’s second largest city,
Melbourne, is in the second week of a six-week lock-

down The number of coronavirus infections around the
world hit 13 million on Monday, according to a Reuters
tally, climbing by a million in just five days. The pandemic
has now killed more than half a million people in six-and-
a-half months. The World Health Organization (WHO)
warned that the pandemic would worsen if countries
failed to adhere to strict precau-
tions. “Let me be blunt, too many
countries are headed in the
wrong direction, the virus re-
mains public enemy number
one,” WHO Director General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
told a virtual briefing on Monday.

In the Northern Hemisphere,
countries are racing to get a han-
dle on outbreaks before winter,
which could bring a renewed surge. A second wave of in-
fections in Britain this winter could kill up to 120,000
people over nine months in a worst-case scenario, ac-
cording to health experts. Hong Kong, which suffered re-
markably few cases in the first wave of the pandemic, will
impose strict social distancing measures from midnight,
the most stringent yet in the Asian financial hub.

Hong Kong recorded 52 new cases on Monday, in-
cluding 41 that were locally transmitted, health authorities

said. Since late January, Hong Kong has reported 1,522
cases and media reported an eighth death on Monday.
“The recent emergence of local cases of unknown infec-
tion source indicates the existence of sustained silent
transmission in the community,” the Hong Kong govern-
ment said. Walt Disney Co said it is temporarily closing

its Hong Kong Disneyland
theme park from today. China,
which has contained a cluster in
Beijing in recent weeks, loos-
ened border restrictions be-
tween Macau and the
neighboring province of Guang-
dong, sending shares of Macau
casino operators surging.

Tokyo tracing
In Tokyo, health officials were trying to locate more

than 800 members of an theatre audience after 20
people including cast members of a recent perform-
ance tested positive for the coronavirus. Japan, which
has not seen an explosive outbreak, is pushing ahead
with its easing of restrictions, with plans to reopen a
runway at one of its biggest airports, even as infec-
tions persist in big cities, rural areas and on US mili-
tary bases. India’s tech capital of Bengaluru began a

new, week-long lockdown yesterday after a surge in
cases following the easing of restrictions. From about
1,000 cases on June 19, when the city was believed to
have escaped the worst thanks to contact tracing, it
has gone up to nearly 20,000.

Health experts say the movement of people follow-
ing the lifting of a nationwide lockdown in June has led
to Bengaluru falling back. Other cities, including Pune
and Aurangabad, have reimposed curbs in recent days.
The Philippines this week recorded the biggest daily
rise in coronavirus deaths in Southeast Asia and part
of Manila will return to lockdown affecting 250,000
residents. A presidential spokesman said restrictions
in other parts of the capital were unlikely to be re-
laxed.

Indonesian President Joko Widodo has resisted
pressure to lock down due to concern about the econ-
omy, despite the highest death toll from virus in East
Asia outside China. Now, the governor of Jakarta is re-
ported to be considering tightening some of the rela-
tively mild restrictions in place after a spike in cases
in the capital. Even Thailand, which has had no locally
transmitted cases reported for six weeks, has stepped
up border security over concern about a second wave
of infections after the arrests of thousands of illegal
migrants in the past month.— Reuters

Asia ramps up curbs; new clusters erupt
Southeast Asian countries eye fresh lockdowns 
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NEW DELHI: Indian police are having a field day hand-
ing out fines to people who do not wear a mask during
the coronavirus pandemic. Many people just cannot get
used to the accessory, which has come to symbolise the
new normal, having been made compulsory in most big
cities. New Delhi shared-ride driver Munish Tiwari said
he had received two tickets for 500-rupee ($6.50) fines
since taxis got back on the road a month ago, which had
wiped out a day’s earnings. “It is just not comfortable
and I cannot breathe when I have to wear it,” he said. “I
have to wear it when there are passengers, but as soon
as the door closes and they are gone, normally I take it
off. I am easy prey for the police.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently chided the
country’s 1.3 billion people for being “careless” about
social distancing. Offenders in cities across India tell
similar stories to Tiwari’s. India has almost 880,000
virus cases and more than 23,000 dead, and experts
say the peak is still weeks away. But both rich and poor
say they feel awkward or uncomfortable covering up
their face.

Masks hanging from people’s ears - or not covering
their nose - are a familiar sight on the streets. Many wear
no mask at all. Delhi police say they have issued more
than 42,000 fines since March - 792 on Sunday alone -
to people not wearing masks or flouting other social dis-
tancing rules. Police across India have reaped hundreds
of thousands of dollars in fines, which range from 200
rupees in Bangalore to 1,000 rupees in Mumbai.

Bangalore police chief Hemant Nimbalkar announced
on Twitter last week that his force had collected mask
fines worth more than $132,000 in one month. “We are
not at all proud of this feat,” he said, appealing for
greater respect for social distancing as cases surge in
the southern city.—AFP 

Police levy fines 
as Indians chafe 
at mask rules 

JERUSALEM: The Palestinian Authority has arrested sev-
eral people who said they would favor Israeli annexations
in parts of the West Bank, corroborating sources say, de-
spite Ramallah’s denial. In an Israeli television report aired
in early June, several Palestinians in the occupied West Bank
are heard expressing the hope of becoming Israelis if an-
nexation under a US-Israeli plan moves forward.

The comments by those interviewed directly contradict
the Palestinian Authority’s (PA’s) total opposition to any
West Bank annexations, a view shared by an overwhelming
majority of the Palestinian public, according to surveys. The
Palestinians featured in the program were captured by hid-
den camera and their identities concealed in the broadcast
through blurred faces and distorted voices. 

“I want an Israeli identity card,” one Palestinian is heard
saying. Another stated that he didn’t see “Israelis as enemies
- their government is the enemy”. And a third said he “chose
Israel” and wasn’t afraid to speak out publicly. The promi-
nent Israeli journalist who made the report, Tzvi Yehezkeli,
said at least six people who spoke out in favor of annexa-
tion were subsequently arrested by the PA’s security serv-
ices. “I was surprised to see that even though I’ve blurred
the faces of all the people I filmed and distorted their
voices, the Authority has reached and arrested (some) of
them, it’s just amazing,” he told AFP.

Contacted by AFP, several PA security sources rejected
the claims. “We have not arrested anyone in connection
with this case,” Palestinian interior ministry spokesman
Ghassan Nimr told AFP, while Palestinian police spokesman
Louay Arzeikat also denied anyone was being held over the
report.

‘Fear’ of arrest 
Israel had set July 1 as the date from which it could de-

cide on the implementation of the Middle East plan pro-

posed by US President
Donald Trump and backed
by right-wing Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu. It
proposes Israel’s annexation
of its Jewish settlements and
the Jordan Valley in the
West Bank, a Palestinian ter-
ritory occupied since 1967
by the Jewish state. No an-
nouncement has so far been
made on annexation - a
move that would violate in-
ternational law - but Ne-
tanyahu has said talks with
Washington are ongoing.

Palestinian leaders have warned annexation would shat-
ter any hopes for enduring peace and a two-state solution
and risk sparking a new uprising. Some 88 percent of
Palestinians oppose the “Trump plan”, according to a poll
last month by the Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey
Research, and 52 percent even said they would support a
return to armed struggle. There have been waves of
demonstrations against annexation and the Trump plan
across the West Bank in recent weeks.  

Nonetheless, Yehezkeli, who has been a correspondent
in the Palestinian territories for nearly 25 years, told AFP he
realized there are also many Palestinians who do not share
the outright opposition of their leaders. Some interviewees
had told him that “we don’t care about annexation” and that
“the Palestinian Authority has failed” and was “corrupt”, he
said, adding that he regretted not airing all those comments
on television. He insisted he had been told of their subse-
quent arrests by their families and stressed that he felt “re-
sponsible”.

One Palestinian contacted by AFP said his relative, who
had criticized the PA in the report, had been held for several
weeks by Palestinian police and was due to face a court
soon. The individual said he was also in favor of annexation
and, despite “fear” of being arrested, added he remained
hopeful “that Israel will give us citizenship”. 

Some Palestinian commentators say such statements re-
flect the deep dejection of people who have spent decades
under occupation, denied the peace and prosperity they
had long hoped for. —AFP 

Six ‘arrested 
for backing
annexation’ 

This combination of pictures created on Monday
shows people using masks in different ways to cover
their faces from various cities across India. — AFP 

Tzvi Yehezkeli


