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News in brief

Panel scraps prison terms  
for most media offenses

Speaker denies his office worker has virus • Friday prayers resume this week 
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s educational 
committee yesterday approved key amendments to 
the press and publication and audiovisual laws to 
scrap prison penalties for most offenses, head of the 
panel said. MP Awdah Al-Awdah said jail terms will 
however remain for insulting the Almighty and a few 
other issues. According to the amendment, the 
penalty will be only against violators and not against 
producers and directors of programs. 

Meanwhile, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem yesterday denied that one of his office boys 
had tested positive for the coronavirus, which required 
Ghanem to undergo a 14-day quarantine. Ghanem was 
responding to MP Mohammad Al-Mutair, who made 
the claim on Twitter, saying that the Assembly session 
yesterday had been cancelled because the speaker was 
under quarantine, demanding that the session should 
have been held with the deputy speaker. 

Ghanem admitted he was under quarantine but 
had tested negative, and that no one from his office 
had tested positive for the virus. But he acknowl-
edged on Twitter that an Assembly worker in anoth-
er department had tested positive. The speaker 
announced on Monday the cancellation of regular 
sessions after a number of MPs and workers tested 
positive for the disease, and based on a letter sent 
by the health minister. He declined to provide details 
about the number and identity of those infected, 
saying this should be announced by the health 
authorities.  

MP Hamdan Al-Azemi said the people should be 
informed about the number of coronavirus cases 
reported in the Assembly, and if the number really 
affects convening of sessions. Azemi said the ses-
sions should be held even if some MPs test positive, 
because the remaining members can attend. The 
Assembly was due to debate a grilling against 
Finance Minister Barrak Al-Sheetan, in addition to a 

number of draft laws and issues related to the coro-
navirus crisis. 

Kuwait will lift the four-month coronavirus ban 
on Friday prayers at mosques nationwide this week 
after taking all measures to prevent the disease’s 
spread. The decision by the ministry of awqaf and 
Islamic affairs includes more than 1,000 mosques 
across all governorates, Undersecretary Fareed 
Emadi said in a statement. Necessary precaution-
ary measures have been taken to prepare the 
mosques, like complete sanitization, guiding sign-
boards and measures to ensure social distancing 
between worshippers.  

Mosque doors will open 30 minutes before the 
call to prayer and close 15 minutes after prayers, 
with the khutbah (sermon) and prayer not exceeding 
15 minutes. The entry and exit of worshippers will 
also be organized with signs on the ground organiz-
ing the location of each worshipper during prayer. 
Under the decision, khatibs (preachers) have been 

instructed to remind worshippers of abiding by 
health and safety measures like social distancing, to 
wear facemasks and to stay home if they experience 
any symptoms.  

Those currently in quarantine will be denied 
entry, according to Emadi, who urged those with 
weak immune systems or with chronic illnesses to 
stay home. Water fountains and toilets will be shut, 
and seats and door handles will be routinely sani-
tized, he added. Therefore, worshippers are required 
to do their pre-prayer ablution (wudu) at home.  

Worshippers are also required to bring their 
own prayer rug and wear a facemask, or they will 
be denied entry. Hand shaking and close social 
interactions are discouraged inside the mosque. 
Children under the age of 15 will be denied entry. 
Prayers conducted at the Grand Mosque will be 
televised on state TV, added the official, who 
warned that if rules are not observed, mosques will 
be closed once again. 

Immunity gone in months 
 
PARIS: Patients who recover from coronavirus 
infections may lose their immunity to reinfection 
within months, according to research released 
on Monday. In the first study of its kind, a team 
led by researchers from King’s College London 
examined the levels of antibodies in more than 
90 confirmed virus patients and how they 
changed over time. Of the study group, 60 per-
cent showed a “potent” viral response in the first 
few weeks after infection. However, after three 
months only 16.7 percent had maintained high 
levels of COVID-19-neutralising antibodies, and 
after 90 days several patients had no detectable 
antibodies in their bloodstream. — AFP 

Worst downturn in 50 yrs 
 
DUBAI: The IMF Monday again sharply low-
ered its Middle East and North Africa economic 
forecast, to its lowest level in 50 years, over the 
“twin shock” of the coronavirus pandemic and 
low oil prices. The region’s economy will con-
tract by 5.7 percent this year, and shrink by as 
much as 13 percent in countries torn by conflict, 
the IMF warned. The battered energy-based 
economies of the GCC states are forecast to 
shrink by a hefty 7.1 percent, 4.4 percentage 
points lower than April. — AFP 

Iran executes ‘CIA spy’ 
 
TEHRAN: Iran has executed a former defense 
ministry worker who sold information to the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), the Iranian 
judiciary said yesterday. Reza Asgari had linked 
up with the CIA during his last years serving at 
the defense ministry’s aerospace division and 
sold the agency information about Iran’s missile 
program, judiciary spokesman Gholamhossein 
Esmaili said, quoted by its Mizan website. He 
retired from the ministry four years ago. Esmaili 
said Asgari was executed last week.  — Reuters 

UAE delays Mars probe launch  
 
DUBAI: The UAE said it plans to launch its 
“Hope” Mars probe on Friday from Japan’s 
Tanegashima Space Center after a two-day delay 
due to poor weather there. A rocket is due to blast 
off at 5:43 am local time (2043 GMT Thursday) 
carrying the unmanned spacecraft that is bound to 
orbit the Red Planet in the Arab world’s first inter-
planetary mission. The launch was postponed from 
2051 GMT yesterday because of inclement weath-
er at the remote Japanese launch site. — AFP

Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh 

KUWAIT: The interior ministry 
announced Monday dismantling of a 
money laundering ring, arresting two 
suspects and seizing valuable assets 
in a massive operation across the 
country. The move came after months 
of continuous monitoring and tracking 
of the criminal network as part of the 
ministry’s efforts to counter money 
laundering, bribery, illicit gains and 
illegal acts that jeopardize public 
interest, the ministry said in a press 
statement.  

It revealed that after completing 
relevant investigations, police forces 
raided the hideout of the ring’s mas-
termind and main suspect at a chalet 
in Bnaider. Police also searched four 
other sites used by the suspect - a 

house, a farm in Wafra and apartments 
in Kuwait City and Salmiya. The min-
istry added that security forces that 
raided these sites confiscated valu-
ables including luxury and classic 
cars, motorbikes, expensive watches 
and jewelry, sums of money in differ-
ent currencies and cartons of alco-
holic drinks.  

Relevant bodies arrested one sus-
pected ring member at Kuwait 
International Airport prior to his 
departure from the country, the min-
istry disclosed. The ministry stressed 
that investigations are ongoing to 
apprehend all members of the net-
work, and once all investigations are 
completed, the suspects will be put on 
trial. — KUNA 

MoI busts money laundering ring  

KUWAIT: The Cabinet cancelled plans to con-
struct the Al-Dabdaba solar plant, which would 
have provided 15 percent of the oil sector’s needs of 
electrical energy, due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
“The Cabinet decided to cancel the decisions on the 
project due to the spread of coronavirus and its 
impacts on the global oil and financial markets,” it 
said after meeting on Monday. 

The project, which was to be carried out by 
Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC), was 
supposed to start operating in Feb 2021. But the 
proposal was extremely delayed due to bureaucrat-
ic procedures. The lowest bid for the project was 
KD 439 million  ($1.4 billion),  Al-Rai newspaper 
said on July 5. Kuwait has plans to generate 15 per-

cent of its energy via renewable sources by 2030. 
The decision would contribute to the Kuwait 

Petroleum Corporation (KPC) “focusing on its pri-
orities for the coming stage and maintaining its 
position in the global oil markets”, the Cabinet 
statement said. The project was aimed at establish-
ing a solar power plant within the Al-Shagaya 
Complex for Renewable Energy, which is located 
100 km west of Kuwait City, on about 32 sq km. 

Meanwhile, Lebanon wants to negotiate fuel 
imports with Kuwait to help Beirut cope with an 
economic and financial crisis, Lebanon’s internal 
security chief said in remarks published yesterday. 
Abbas Ibrahim told Al-Rai he had discussed the 
matter with Kuwaiti officials during a visit to state 
this week along with other “shared ideas” that could 
help alleviate Lebanon’s crisis. 

“We want to purchase 100 percent of our require-
ments from Kuwait without going through agents or 
companies looking to make a profit ... this is a purely 
commercial matter and I hope there will be no obsta-
cles to it,” Al-Rai quoted Ibrahim as saying.  

Lebanon is suffering a dire financial crisis and 

hard currency liquidity crunch. The Lebanese 
pound has lost some 80 percent of its value since 
October. There was no immediate comment from 
Kuwaiti officials on the request. Abbas, in the news-
paper interview, declined to elaborate on what oth-
er assistance Lebanon may have sought. 

Gulf states have long channeled funds into 
Lebanon’s fragile economy but are alarmed by the 
rising influence of Hezbollah, a powerful group 
backed by their archrival Iran. They appear loath 
now to help ease Beirut’s worst financial crisis in 
decades, with a senior official in the United Arab 
Emirates last month saying Lebanon was paying the 
price of deteriorating ties with wealthy Gulf Arab 
neighbors. 

Kuwait is seeking to bolster its own finances 
amid low oil prices and the coronavirus pandemic, 
and has been rapidly depleting its General 
Reserves Fund to plug a budget deficit. Another 
newspaper, Al-Qabas, quoted sources as saying it 
would be difficult for Kuwait at this time to con-
sider supporting Lebanon through a central bank 
deposit. — Agencies 

Kuwait axes solar 
plant; Beirut seeks  
fuel from Kuwait 

SAN FRANCISCO: A prestigious TED 
group dedicated to “ideas worth 
spreading” on Monday set out to pro-
vide a global stage for Arabic speaking 
thinkers, artists and change-makers. 
TED organizers at the US-based non-
profit Sapling Foundation announced 

that they teamed with the Qatar 
Foundation on a two-year initiative that 
will culminate with a flagship conference 
in Doha in 2022. This is the first time the 
TED Conference, known for an influen-
tial and accomplished community that 
includes founders of Amazon, Google, 
and Netflix, will focus on sharing “solu-
tions, inventions, and stories” in Arabic. 

“We at TED have always valued the 
power of delivering talks in one’s native 
language, and the nuance and richness 
that comes with doing so,” said Chris 
Anderson, the head of TED. “The 
TEDinArabic initiative is an important 

step in that journey.” The intent is to 
share impassioned TED Talks in Arabic 
that can change perceptions and benefit 
societies, according to organizers.  

“Language is more than just a means 
of communication; it influences the way 
we think and how we frame our percep-
tions on a subconscious level,” Qatar 
Foundation chief executive Sheikha Hind 
bint Hamad Al-Thani said in a release. 
“With TEDinArabic, I hope we can con-
tinue the process of amplifying ideas 
from our region to a global audience in a 
language that is synonymous with inno-
vation and new thinking.” — AFP 

TED talks tune  
into big ideas  
in Arab world 


