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Fahad Al Musallam of Kuwait performs during the fifth stage of Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge in 2019. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

SPIELBERG: Six times Formula One world champion
Lewis Hamilton praised his Mercedes team for taking a
stance against racism but said after winning Sunday’s
Styrian Grand Prix that Ferrari and others should do
more. The Briton took a knee with 11 drivers before the
race while wearing a Black Lives Matter T-shirt and then
gave a raised fist salute on his car and on the podium
after winning at the Red Bull Ring.

It was the second weekend in a row that drivers have
knelt before the start, although not all have done so. Tak-
ing the knee has become a common act of protest
against racism and police brutality since the killing on
May 25 of George Floyd, a Black American, by a white
police officer in Minneapolis unleashed a global out-
pouring of sadness and outrage.

The gesture was not part of the official programme,
as it had been before the season-opener at the same
Austrian circuit when Formula One and teams empha-
sised an anti-racism message.

“We’ve seen Red Bull’s mechanics take a knee, which
I think is great, but as businesses and as teams...if you
look at Ferrari who have thousands of people working
with them, I’ve heard no word of Ferrari saying that they
hold themselves accountable, and this is what they’re
going to do for their future,” the sport’s only Black driver
told reporters.

“And we need the teams to do that. We need Formula
One and the FIA to be more leading in those scenarios,
saying ‘hey guys, all of us together, everyone needs to
pull together and fight for this.’

“I think a lot of people don’t know what the problem
is,” added Hamilton, who has set up a commission to
push for equal opportunity and more diversity in motor-
sport. “Some people deny there is a problem.”

There was no immediate comment from Ferrari,
whose race on Sunday lasted about 20 seconds until Se-
bastian Vettel and Charles Leclerc collided.Vettel has
knelt alongside Hamilton before both races, however,
while Leclerc remained standing but with ‘End Racism’
on his shirt.— Reuters
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WASHINGTON: The NFL’s Washington Redskins
will announce later they are changing their name, US
media reported, following pressure from sponsors
over a moniker widely criticized as a racist slur
against Native Americans.

Team owner Dan Snyder had long resisted calls to
change the name, but came under renewed scrutiny
as the United States saw massive rallies and cam-
paigns erupt against racial injustice following the
death in May of George Floyd,
an unarmed African American
man in police custody.

Native American leaders had
written to the NFL commis-
sioner last week demanding an
immediate change of the team’s
name, logo and mascot.

The team plans to announce
the retirement of its name
today, according to multiple
sources cited by The Washington Post, ESPN and
USA Today, among others.

Sports Business Daily said a new name will not be
announced immediately because of ongoing trade-
mark issues, but quoted one source as saying: “The
team felt it was important to remove any doubts as to
the future of the name.”

The team was established in 1932 as the Boston
Braves and took on its current name in 1933 before
moving to Washington DC four years later.

It announced a “thorough review” of its name on
July 3, citing “recent events around our country,” the
day after FedEx demanded to change the name.

The review prompted a defense of the current
name by President Donald Trump. “They name teams
out of STRENGTH, not weakness, but now the Wash-
ington Redskins & Cleveland Indians, two fabled
sports franchises, look like they are going to be
changing their names in order to be politically cor-

rect,” Trump tweeted last
week. The reported change
would end years of opposition
by Snyder, who bought the
team in 1999.

“We’ll never change the
name,” he told USA Today in
2013. “It’s that simple. NEVER
— you can use caps.”

Intense pressure from the
team’s most powerful corpo-

rate partners and sponsors apparently helped force
the move — led by FedEx, which purchased the nam-
ing rights to the team’s stadium through to 2025 for
$205 million and confirmed earlier this month it had
requested the change. “We believe it is time for a
change,” PepsiCo had said, while Nike removed the
team’s merchandise and gear from its website.

Bank of America said as a sponsor, it had “encour-
aged the team to change the name.” The team did not
immediately respond to comment. —AFP
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LANDOVER:  An advertisement for “Women of Washington Redskins” is seen on the outside of FedEx Field on July
7, 2020 in Landover, Maryland. After receiving recent pressure from sponsors and retailers, the NFL franchise is
considering a name change to replace Redskins. The term “redskin” is a dictionary-defined racial slur for Native
Americans. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Collin Morikawa tapped in a putt on
the third playoff hole to outduel Justin Thomas in a wild
Sunday finish and capture the US PGA Tour Workday
Charity Open.

Morikawa, who had been the pacesetter through the
first two rounds, rallied from three strokes down with
three holes remaining to force the playoff at Muirfield
Village Golf Club.

He then stayed alive by draining a 24-foot birdie putt
on the first playoff hole immediately after third-round
leader Thomas had made a jaw-dropping 50-foot putt
for birdie.

“Amazing,” said the 23-year-old Morikawa, who
carded a final round 66 to finish on 19-under par 269
and won for the second time on the US PGA Tour. Sun-
day’s win made up for a disappointing loss in another
dramatic playoff finish at the Charles Schwab Challenge
four weeks ago in the PGA’s return from the COVID-19
calendar shutdown.

World number five Thomas was trying to win for the
13th time on the Tour, but he was undone on the final
hole of the playoff after his tee shot on the par-four 10th
sailed right and landed behind a tree.

Thomas closed with a 69 but that included two bo-
geys in his final three holes after beginning his round
with a two-stroke lead over Viktor Hovland, with
Morikawa three adrift.

“I am pretty pissed off, it is the only way to explain
it,” Thomas said. “I had a three-shot lead with three to
go and completely handed it over. 

“Collin played great. He had a very tough hole at 17.
“We both made two great birdies on the first playoff
hole. I had two chances to win this thing in regulation
and on the second playoff hole and I didn’t get it done.”
This week’s Workday Charity Open is the first of back-
to-back events at the Jack Nicklaus designed Dublin,
Ohio course. The Nicklaus-hosted Memorial will follow
next week. After rain, wind and lightning led to two sus-
pensions on Friday, organizers decided to move the tee
times up on Sunday to avoid any more weather delays. 

Morikawa started Sunday’s round three shots back
after opening with a 65 and 66 to lead the first and sec-
ond rounds. He quickly fought his way back to the top
of the leaderboard with two birdies and an eagle in his
first five holes.

He made three more birdies on the back nine includ-
ing the par four 17. Morikawa used an eight iron to spin
his approach shot to eight feet then made the putt and
celebrated with a fist pump. 

His only blemish came on the par-four 13th when he
made bogey as he closed with a four-under 66. The most
dramatic moment of the round came on the first playoff
hole as both players rolled in massive putts for birdies.  

Thomas went first, making a 50-foot downhill putt for
what appeared to be the victory. But Morikawa wasn’t
going anywhere. He stayed alive by draining his putt,
from just inside 25 feet, to send it back to the 18th tee
for a second playoff hole.

Morikawa sealed the win on the 75th hole, two put-
ting on the green after Thomas missed the fairway off
the tee and had to chip out from behind a small tree with
his second shot. 

The win was Morikawa’s second in just his 24th start
as a pro. “This is a huge kind of stepping-stone,”
Morikawa said. “We got number one (win) out of the
way, we got number two — let the gates just open and
let’s keep going because obviously it was a tough loss
at Colonial a month ago, but I learned a lot. “This is just
more positives, more learning for me.” — AFP
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PARIS: Who said what in sport this weekend:
“Jack was the type of player and person that you

need in a team to win a World Cup. He was a great
and lovable character and he will be greatly missed.
The world of football and the world beyond football
has lost one of the greats. RIP old friend.”

— Geoff Hurst on fellow 1966 World Cup win-
ner Jack Charlton who died Friday night at the age
of 85.

“When he is in that space, he is just unbeatable.
I’ve never seen anything like this in top-class motor
racing. It’s like seeing a unicorn.”

— Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff on Lewis
Hamilton after the world champion cruised to his
85th career win at the Styrian Grand Prix.

“There are no player parties here.” 
— Edwin Weindorfer, the organiser of the

‘Bett1Aces’ exhibition tournament in Berlin, taking
a pot-shot at Alexander Zverev and Novak
Djokovic for taking part in the ill-fated Adria Tour
which led to a series of positive coronavirus tests.

“It was so difficult for all of us with this weather
and some of the time you can’t see where you are
going, but I loved it - though I did have a big aqua-
plane and had my heart in my mouth.”

— Hamilton on taking pole for the Styrian Grand
Prix at a rain-swept Red Bull Ring.

“What are we meant to do, cut our arms off?
You can at most put your arms in front of your
body.”

— Atalanta coach Gian Piero Gasperini after his

team gave away two penalties through hand balls
in the 2-2 Serie A draw at Juventus.

“We don’t want the players to go all that far and
sit in hotel rooms for two weeks. It is very, very de-
pressing and disappointing.”

— India cricket chief Sourav Ganguly confirm-
ing the tour to Australia in December but calling for
a shorter quaratine period on arrival. 

“I am disappointed in myself. I’m sorry but being
sorry is not enough.”

— Ferrari driver Charles Leclerc after colliding
with teammate Sebastian Vettel in the Styrian
Grand Prix, a rash move which put both men out of
the race.

“I commend anyone that decides to put some-
thing on the back of their jersey. It is just something
that didn’t seriously resonate with my mission, with
my goal.”

— NBA superstar LeBron James on opting out
of wearing a social justice message on the back of
his jersey.

“It is very sad on the day of a game that a player
wakes up to this cowardly and despicable abuse.”

— Crystal Palace manager Roy Hodgson on the
online racist abuse suffered by one of his star play-
ers, Wilfried Zaha. Police later said they had ar-
rested a 12-year-old boy in connection with the
incident.

“We don’t give a damn about PSG, this match is
first and foremost a way to get back together with
our mates!”

— Johan Vattier, president of Le Havre’s biggest
supporters group, on the friendly with PSG which
they lost 9-0. The game saw 5,000 fans attend, a
first for the big leagues of Europe after the coron-
avirus lockdown. — AFP
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