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French DJ and producer The Avener spins during a
concert.

Cultural performers from the Maasai tribe wear cloth masks as they
sing at their manyatta (village).

A woman from the Maasai tribe constructs a wall by
twining sticks around a wooden structure of a tradi-
tional shelter at their manyatta (village) in Talek.

Women from the Maasai tribe create beaded jewellery
at a facility run by the Maa Trust.

A traditional Maasai woman, who sells bead neck-
laces, sets up her stand displaying hand-made beaded
jewellery and leather belts in the hopes that she might
receive a client.

A traditional Maasai woman, who sells bead neck-
laces, sets up her stand displaying hand-made beaded
jewellery and leather belts in the hopes that she might
receive a client in Talek.

Cultural performers from the Maasai tribe wear cloth masks as they sing at their manyatta (village) in Talek in the Maasai Mara National Reserve, where
their work of performing for visiting tourists has dwindled, in Talek in Maasai Mara, in the Narok county in Kenya.—AFP photos

Cultural performers from the Maasai tribe wear cloth masks as they
sing at their manyatta (village).

People gather to listen to the set of French DJ and producer The Avener during a concert.

The mayor of the French Mediterranean city of
Nice on Sunday said he regretted a lack of social
distancing at a shoreside DJ set thronged by

partying crowds, vowing that in future masks would be
obligatory at such outdoor events. Prominent French
electro house music producer The Avener hosted the
set organised by the municipality late Saturday in his
home city, with crowds massing on central Nice’s
famous Promenade des Anglais esplanade. The density
of the crowd as people danced the night away pro-
voked fury on social media at a time when France is
wary of a second wave of the coronavirus pandemic.
“We regret that these rules have not been sufficiently

respected,” mayor Christian Estrosi wrote on Twitter.
He said the city would ask the government to

review national rules to make it obligatory to wear a
mask at such events, even outside. “In Nice, it will now
be mandatory for all our events,” he added. All those
attending events indoors such as concerts already
must wear masks. The municipality insisted that the
maximum number of 5,000 people allowed at any
gathering in France had not been exceeded, even in an
area that in usual times can accommodate 36,000. An
AFP photographer said the crowds were denser in
some areas as people sought to get closer to the loud-
speakers due to poorer sound quality elsewhere.

The municipality insisted that clear written warn-
ings on social distancing had been put up as well as
audio and video messages urging people to be pru-
dent. Government spokesman Gabriel Attal said the
controversy over the event underlined the need for
people to take care, even if current infection rates
remained low. “The French have gone through difficult
times with the lockdown, they want to go out but
going out does not mean forgetting these rules,” he
told BFM-TV.—AFP 

In the majestic plains of the Maasai Mara, the coron-
avirus pandemic spells economic disaster for locals
who earn a living from tourists coming to see

Kenya’s abundant wildlife. Even before the virus
arrived in Kenya mid-March, tourism revenues had
plummeted, with cancellations coming in from crucial
markets such as China, Europe and the United States.
According to the tourism ministry, the sector has lost
$750 million this year—roughly half of the total rev-
enue in 2019. “We were fully booked in June but now
we have zero bookings. Nothing. It’s terrible,” said
Jimmy Lemara, 40, the manager of an eco-lodge in the
private Ol Kinyei conservancy.

In the Maasai Mara, one of Africa’s most highly-rat-
ed wildlife reserves located in the vast flat plains of the
Great Rift Valley, the local Maasai community, tradi-
tional herders who make up 2.5 percent of the popula-
tion, now depend almost exclusively upon tourism for
their livelihood. In a unique model set up to engage
local communities in tourism, enabling them to see the
value of wildlife and thus protect it, the Maasai now
get revenue from renting their land to form private
wildlife conservancies. Some work as cooks, guides
and security guards in the lodges while others give
tours of their traditional homes or sell homemade
crafts to tourists.

‘Survival mode’ 
People in Talek, a dusty town situated at one of the

entrances to the Maasai Mara national reserve, are
gloomily buckling down, hoping for better days. Kenya
has announced international flights will resume on

August 1, but the high season is already lost. “Since
December, work has been extremely low, and now
we’re in survival mode hoping to make 150 to 200
shillings ($1.4 to $1.9) a day, to be able to buy a meal,”
said Ibrahim Sameri, 38, whose small mechanic work-
shop can generate up to $30 a day in the high season.

Nalokiti Sayialel normally sells bead necklaces and
bracelets to tourists passing through. “It’s been three
months that I haven’t sold anything,” the 45-year-old
told AFP. “This is terrible. Everything is stuck.
Everything is shut down. (I have) never seen something
like that”, said tour guide Petro Nautori who has had
no work since January. The Maasai Mara national
reserve, run by the Narok county government, extends
to the north with several privately-managed conser-
vancies renting land from the Maasai who in exchange
do not graze their cattle or settle there. This model has
since 2005 allowed the doubling of the habitat for
wildlife in this area. On average, each land owner earns
$220 per month, far more than the minimum wage in
the area. However like other conservancies, Ol Kinyei
is struggling and has agreed to only pay half the usual
rent to the Maasai, after having to pay back deposits
to tourists who cancelled their holidays. The salaries of
lodge employees have also been cut by half.

Forced to sell livestock 
Some Maasai families are having to turn to selling

their precious livestock to earn money. “Because we’re
getting little and it’s not enough to sustain the family
for a living, I had to sell two goats worth about 12,000
shillings to put on top of what I’m getting to keep me

going,” said Julius Sanare, 41, head chef at the eco-
lodge in Ol Kinyei. However livestock markets have
been shut due to coronavirus prevention measures.
Residents said the Maasai are instead selling their ani-
mals on the black market for a pittance to unscrupu-
lous buyers taking advantage of their desperation.
Mohanjeet Brar, managing director of Porini safari
camps which run two conservancies and several
lodges in the Mara, said the “catastrophic” situation
could threaten the existence of the reserves.

“If the landowners are not getting any revenue, they
can’t feed themselves, they can’t send their kids to

schools, they would have no option but to look at oth-
er forms of land utilisation,” he said. “Fencing it off,
selling it to people, building businesses... all those
alternate land uses don’t go together with wildlife and
elephants and big cats and so this would be complete-
ly lost,” he said. “And once it’s lost, if you look at
Kenya and its very fast population growth rate and
good economic growth over the last few years, it
would be lost forever. It would be a real shame.”—AFP

Cultural performers from the Maasai tribe wear cloth masks as they sing at their manyatta (village) in Talek in
the Maasai Mara National Reserve.


