
L o c a l Tuesday, July 14, 2020

3

Education Ministry looks to speed up
optical fibers project for fast e-learning

News in brief

Suicide hotline launched

KUWAIT: Kuwait Center for Mental Health launched a
suicide hotline at: 24621770, urging people suffering from
mental distress to reach out daily between 8am-5pm.
This service is highly confidential, and the callers will be
greeted by a nurse who will take down their details, be-
fore a doctor calls back within a few minutes, it explained. 

Observations settled

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister
Anas Al-Saleh said Sunday that 80 percent of obser-
vations made by the State Audit Bureau were settled
for the past fiscal year, and five tenders were trans-
ferred to Public Prosecution. In statements on his Twit-
ter account, Saleh said that some 20 percent of the
regulatory observations were partially settled as well. 

Nineteen flights

KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
announced that 19 flights were scheduled to depart
Kuwait International Airport yesterday, carrying a total
of 3,599 passengers. They included seven flights to
Egypt, three flights to India, two flights to Pakistan, two
flights to Nepal, two flights to the UAE, one flight to
Qatar, one flight to Jordan, and one flight to Lebanon.

Shops closed

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality said Sunday it closed
18 shops in Hawally Governorate in June for violating
preventive measures designed to curb spread of
coronavirus. The Municipality said in a statement its
teams have also registered 133 fines and 565 warn-
ings for shops, coffee shops, hair dressers, restau-
rants, grocery shops, markets, butchers and fish
shops for failing to abide by coronavirus-related reg-
ulations of the Ministry of Health and the Cabinet.
The Municipality said its teams were conducting
regular inspections to make sure retailers were abid-
ing by the regulations.

KUWAIT: Minister of Education and
Minister of Higher Education Dr Saud Al-
Harbi announced taking measures to
eliminate obstacles stopping the optical
fibers project, which is essential to pro-
ceed with e-learning, after completing
about 80 percent of it in cooperation with
the Ministry of Communications (MoC).
This came in a press statement after
Harbi’s meeting Sunday with the supervi-
sors of the project for installing optical
fibers networks from the MoC, in the
presence of the MoE Acting Undersecre-
tary Dr Bader Al-Mutairi.

Harbi underlined the need for this
project since it is linked to the ministry’s
plan for e-learning and distance educa-
tion, considering that it is part of the gov-
ernment’s e-transformation program,
linking educational agencies and schools
to facilitate services and develop the ed-
ucational process. Previously, the ministry
accomplished vital steps, then it stopped
for technical matters, which led to the
delay in its completion, but all obstacles
will be resolved with MoC to work on it
and operate it soon, he noted.

Extremely fast
Meanwhile, the project’s superintend-

ent Maali Al-Jasser said in a statement
that the project was launched in 2012,
with an implementation period of 18
months, aiming to connect all Kuwaiti
schools and the ministry’s general office
with optical fibers. This network is ex-

tremely fast as the student, teacher and
administrator can benefit from it to trans-
fer information electronically, nonetheless
the ministry is in the process of extending
the time completion, Jasser indicated.

The education ministry has asked
grade 12 students to register in an online
platform it recently launched as it pre-
pares to potentially launch online classes
before allowing high school seniors to
take their finals by September. The edu-
cation ministry had suspended school on
March 1, with the current plan is to re-
sume classes in August for grade 12 and
October for other stages. However, the
ministry is widely expected to make an
announcement in the coming days to end
the school year for all stages except for
grade 12, while rescheduling the finals for
grade 12 students in September after

completing the remaining curricula
through online classes next month. Over
95 percent of eligible 12 grade students
have registered in the online platform, the
education ministry had announced last
week. Meanwhile, Assistant Undersecre-
tary for Special and Qualitative Education
in the Ministry of Education Dr Abdul
Mohsen Al-Huwaila announced Sunday
the activation of e-learning in Arab
schools, with the participation of 45 pri-
vate schools and 7,190 students.

Exemption 
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Higher Ed-

ucation announced Sunday that university
students registered for the fall semester of
the academic year 2020-2021 online and
those due to file for accrediting their cer-
tificates later on would be exempted from
studying a number of subjects. 

In this regard, the ministry’s official
spokesperson and assistant undersecre-
tary for cultural affairs, accreditation and
scholarships Fatima Al-Sannan said the
decision was made by the accreditation
committee during its meeting last Thurs-
day and that it was taken upon reports
from Kuwait cultural offices abroad con-
cerning many universities in scholarship
countries shifting to online learning. San-
nan added that the current dangerous
health situation worldwide prompted the
health ministry to recommend avoiding
travel, and thus the decision was made to
exempt the fall semester form the mini-

mum number of subjects to be studied as
per the ministry regulations. 

Further, Sannan pointed that the
Ministry of Higher Education met Sun-
day with US embassy representatives
to discuss the US immigration depart-
ment’s recent decision on the depar-
ture of international students from the

US if they can do the fall semester on-
line. She added that the embassy rep-
resentatives responded to many
questions in this regard and that coor-
dination is still in progress with the
embassy to prepare those responses
and circulate them amongst Kuwaiti
students in the US. 

University students exempted from 2020-2021 fall semester

Education Minister Dr Saud Al-Harbi

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of Japan to Kuwait Masato Takaoka visited Kuwait
Times yesterday and discussed matters of mutual concern with Editor-in-Chief
Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: The Australian College of Kuwait (ACK) has
earned re-accreditation for a further three years from
one of the world’s leading people management accred-
itation bodies, the Investors in People. The results
demonstrate ACK’s commitment to quality through the
talent management framework implemented by the
Human Resources Department, which is aligned with
global best practices. 

Founded in 2004, ACK is one of Kuwait’s leading
higher education providers with over 400 employees. It
has evolved to become a pioneer in providing higher ed-
ucation in the disciplines of Engineering, Aviation, Mar-
itime and Business studies.

ACK is committed to establishing excellence in
teaching, expanding its academic environment, and sup-

porting research and innovation. In addition, ACK strives
to provide a career nourishing experience for their staff
members where career paths are clearly defined, staff
recognition and engagement initiatives are utmost and
professional development opportunities are identified
and implemented.

Investors in People is the international standard for
people management, defining what it takes to lead, sup-
port and manage people effectively to achieve sustain-
able results. Underpinning the standard is the Investors
in People framework, reflecting the latest workplace
trends, essential skills and effective structures required
to outperform in any industry. Investors in People en-
ables organizations to benchmark against the best in the
business on an international scale.

On this Occasion, CEO of Investors in People, Paul
Devoy, said: “We’d like to congratulate the Australian
College of Kuwait. Being accredited with “We invest in
people” is a remarkable effort for any organization, and
places ACK in fine company with a host of organizations
that understand the value of people.”

From his end, the President of ACK, Professor Isam
Zabalawi welcomed the news, congratulating the ACK
community for its commitment and hard work. “ACK
cannot offer the best learning environment for students

unless it has the best team of staff members,” Professor
Isam Zabalawi said. “Individual dedication is not enough.
There must also be a strong sense of teamwork. The one
thing better than a team of champions is a champion
team. This conforms with our value of enabling human

potential within a culture of care. Retaining this accred-
itation reaffirms our commitment to attract, retain the
best talent, and foster a healthy working environment. I
would also like to take this opportunity to thank our
Human Resources team for this great accomplishment.”
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