
Ronaldo’s penalty 
double edges Juve 
closer to title 
MILAN: Cristiano Ronaldo scored two penalties as
Juventus snatched a dramatic 2-2 draw against
Atalanta on Saturday to take a massive step
towards a ninth straight Serie A title. Lazio’s 2-1
loss to Sassuolo earlier in the day gave Atalanta, on
an 11-match winning streak heading into the game,
the chance to move second and cut the gap to Juve
to six points.

But despite trailing twice and being outplayed for
long periods, Maurizio Sarri’s Juventus moved eight
points clear at the top with six matches remaining as
Ronaldo took his tally to 28 league goals this season.

“We can’t make calculations yet, we can’t take
our foot off the gas until we are mathematically
champions,” said Juve captain Leonardo Bonucci. It
was an ultimately frustrating outing for Atalanta who
stay third, nine points off the pace, after conceding
both spot-kicks for handball.

“What are we meant to do, cut our arms off?
You can at most put your arms in front of your
body,” Atalanta coach Gian Piero Gasperini told
DAZN. “The interpretation of the rule is not the

same here as elsewhere. Other countries don’t give
penalties like that.

“These are the rules here, fine.” Juve started
brightly but it did not take long for the visitors to
take control and start to dominate possession. Josip
Ilicic fired the first real chance of the game wide, but
Atalanta grabbed the lead in the 16th minute, scoring
for the 25th consecutive match in all competitions.

Papu Gomez was the creator, wriggling free in
midfield before exchanging passes with Duvan
Zapata before sliding the ball back for the
Colombian to drill home his 15th league goal of the
campaign.

The goal made Atalanta the first Serie A club in
almost 70 years to have three players score 15 times
in a league season, with Zapata joining Ilicic and
Luis Muriel in reaching the mark. Zapata was prov-
ing a real nuisance for Juve, with Matthijs de Ligt
doing well to block another goalbound effort, before
the striker narrowly failed to connect with Timothy
Castagne’s cross.

Paulo Dybala almost levelled for the hosts against
the run of play, but his volley was deflected wide.
The reigning champions were gifted a route back
into the game nine minutes after half-time as Marten
de Roon was penalised for handling Dybala’s cross.

Ronaldo stepped up to score his 27th Serie A
goal this term, drawing him within two of Lazio’s
Ciro Immobile at the top of the goalscoring charts.
Atalanta continued to attack in search of the victory

they needed to boost their title hopes, but shortly
after substitute Muriel fired a free-kick into the wall,
Malinovskiy’s low strike flicked the base of the post.

Ronaldo almost put Juve in front with 10 minutes
to play, but visiting goalkeeper Pierluigi Gollini made
an excellent save to keep out the Portuguese star’s
half-volley. Malinovskiy did put Atalanta back into the
lead in the 81st minute, as Muriel picked out his fellow
sub to hammer a fierce shot past Wojciech Szczesny.
But Atalanta shot themselves in the foot again in the
90th minute, as Ronaldo fired in his second spot-kick
after Muriel was penalised for handball.

LAZIO STUMBLE AGAIN 
Earlier on Saturday, Lazio’s title dream suffered

yet another setback as Francesco Caputo’s injury-
time header grabbed Sassuolo a late victory at the
Stadio Olimpico. The capital club sit eight points
adrift of Juve in their tilt at a first league title since
2000, but have suffered three straight defeats.

“Talking about the Scudetto was always a bit of a
stretch and we have to look reality in the face,”
coach Simone Inzaghi told Sky Sport Italia.

“That doesn’t mean we will give up. Next season,
in the Champions League, we’ll be able to rotate the
squad more.” Luis Alberto gave Lazio a first-half
lead, but that was their only shot on target in the
match as Sassuolo fought back through goals from
Giacomo Raspadori, on his full league debut, and
Caputo. —AFP
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Man City to learn 
fate of Champions 
League ban appeal
LONDON: Manchester City’s Abu-Dhabi project
and the future of UEFA’s financial fair play (FFP)
rules face a pivotal day today when the Court of
Arbitration for Sport delivers its verdict on City’s
appeal against a two-season ban from European
competitions. The stakes could not be higher for
the English side, who have always strongly
denied any wrongdoing over allegations they
deliberately inflated the value of income from
sponsors with links to the Abu Dhabi United
Group, also owned by City owner Sheikh
Mansour, to avoid falling foul of FFP regulations
between 2012 and 2016.

In February, UEFA imposed a fine of 30 mil-
lion euros ($32 million, £25 million) on City as
well as suspending them from European compe-
titions for the next two seasons.

Since Sheikh Mansour’s takeover 12 years ago,
City’s fortunes have been transformed from
perennially living in the shadow of local rivals
Manchester United to winning four Premier
League titles in the past eight years among 11
major trophies. Yet the prize that has eluded
them is the one the Abu Dhabi project most
desires - the Champions League.

GUARDIOLA’S LAST SHOT? 
No matter the outcome today, City will have

the chance to do so in August as they resume
their Champions League campaign with a 2-1
lead over Real Madrid from the first leg of their
last 16 tie.

That could be the last chance for some of
City’s biggest names to win the Champions
League for the club as a two-year ban would
have severe consequences for the club’s finances.

Manager Pep Guardiola’s contract runs until
the end of the 2020/21 season and the Catalan is
unlikely to still be in charge in two years’ time.

Star players such as Kevin De Bruyne and
Raheem Sterling are also unlikely to want to
waste two of their peak years without
Champions League football. “Two years would
be long. One year is something I might be able to
cope with,” De Bruyne told Het Laatste Nieuws
in June. It would still take huge fees from rival
clubs to tempt City to sell, but they may be
forced to downsize to gain re-entry to the
Champions League even after any ban is over.

City made 93 million euros from UEFA prize
money and TV rights from last season’s
Champions League, with gate receipts and extra
sponsorship revenue from Europe’s premier club
competition added to that tally.

It would be almost impossible for the club to
lose that level of revenue for two years and
remain FFP-compliant without cutting costs on
transfer fees and wages, or selling players.

Even more painfully for City, Manchester
United could be one of the major beneficiaries of
their exclusion.

City are comfortably second in the Premier
League table, but if they are banned, fifth will be
good enough to qualify for the Champions
League. —AFP

MADRID: Lionel Messi made it 20 assists for the
season in Barcelona’s stodgy 1-0 win over Real
Valladolid on Saturday, even as his team’s La Liga
challenge appears almost over.  Messi teed up
Arturo Vidal’s winner at Jose Zorilla to become the
first player to provide 20 assists in Spain’s top flight
since Xavi Hernandez in 2009. 

Victory for Barca means Real Madrid cannot
clinch the title today by beating Granada but only
an incredible collapse will prevent them putting
their name on the trophy later in the week.  If they
beat Granada, Madrid will win La Liga by prevailing
at home to Villarreal on Thursday, regardless of
Barcelona’s results.

Overall, Madrid need only five points from their
remaining three matches to secure their third La
Liga title in eight years.
“We are doing things that
deserve more than where
we are,” said Barca coach
Quique Setien. 

“To win La Liga, I don’t
know, because our rival is
winning everything.” Yet
even as Barca’s turbulent
domestic campaign draws
to a close, Messi continues
to shine.  His delightful
pass for Vidal in the 15th
minute, a scoop between two Valladolid defenders,
triggered more remarkable milestones. 

As well as matching the best La Liga total for
assists by one player in the last 11 years, Messi
extends his own career-best number of assists in a
single league season.

‘NOT ROCKET SCIENCE’ 
He also becomes only the second player in the

21st century from the five major European leagues
to hit 20 goals and 20 assists in the same campaign,
after Thierry Henry in 2002-03. Messi has halted
negotiations to extend his current contract, which

expires in 2021, perhaps to express frustration with
the running of the club. 

As Barcelona’s title challenge has wilted, Setien’s
position has come under scrutiny too, despite him
only taking over in January.  But he was bold against
Valladolid, deploying a 3-5-2 formation, with
Nelson Semedo and Jordi Alba as wing-backs and
the versatile Sergi Roberto dropping into the back
three. Luis Suarez started on the bench but
replaced Antoine Griezmann at half-time, the
Frenchman enduring one of his quieter displays
before having to go off injured. “He came off
because he had a problem,” Setien said. “It was him
who asked for the change.” 

After playing Messi behind Suarez and
Griezmann against Villarreal on Sunday, Setien

appears to be experiment-
ing, perhaps with an eye
on the Champions
League’s resumption next
month.

Or he may be making
the best of a stretched
squad that appears to be
feeling the effects of
fatigue. Setien only named
five outfield players on the
bench. “We’ve had a lot of
games, a lot of wear and a

lot of players playing a lot of minutes. It’s not rocket
science,” he said. 

“When you’re tired, you lose more balls, make
bad decisions. It’s normal.”  The system worked well
in the first half but Barca’s problem of converting
possession into chances remained and Valladolid
grew in confidence late on.

Defeat leaves Valladolid 14th but survival looks
all-but secured, with seven points between them
and the bottom three. Griezmann snatched at an
early finish inside the box before Vidal showed him
how it was done. 

Messi recovered the ball on the edge of the area

and after receiving it back from Semedo, scooped it
through to Vidal, who gathered and unleashed all in
one movement to find the far corner. Valladolid’s
Kike Perez raced clear of Gerard Pique but lost his
footing at the crucial moment before Messi weaved
through but drove wide. 

Marc-Andre ter Stegen had to make two saves
in the second half as Valladolid pushed, the first
from an Enes Unal header and the second in
injury-time, after Sandro Ramirez was allowed
space at the back post. Third-placed Atletico
Madrid made sure of their place in the Champions

League next season with a 1-0 win over Real Betis
despite playing more than half an hour with 10
men. Diego Costa grabbed the only goal from a
Yannick Carrasco free-kick in the 73rd minute
after VAR had earlier ruled out two goals.

Atletico full-back Mario Hermoso had been red-
carded in the 57th minute.  Earlier, Celta Vigo sur-
rendered a valuable point in the relegation battle by
conceding in the 91st-minute to Osasuna, Jose
Arnaiz sealing a 2-1 win. Defeat means Celta stay
four points clear of the bottom three but having
played a game more than those below them. —AFP

‘When you’re tired, you lose more balls, make bad decisions’

Messi tees up victory as Barcelona
cling on to fading title hopes

VALLADOLID: Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (C) vies with Real Valladolid’s Spanish
defender Kiko Olivas during the Spanish league football match between Real Valladolid FC and FC
Barcelona at the Jose Zorrilla stadium in Valladolid on July 11, 2020.  —AFP

Crystal Palace 
captain Jedinak 
calls it a day
SYDNEY: Former Australia captain
and Crystal Palace stalwart Mile
Jedinak announced his retirement

Sunday, saying it was “time for a new
chapter”. The 35-year-old spent five
seasons at the London club, joining
from Turkey’s Genclerbirligi in 2011,
skippering Palace to promotion back
to the Premier League via the playoffs
in 2013.

He moved to Aston Villa in 2016
but was released at the end of the
2018-19 season with speculation that
he may rejoin a team in Australia’s A-

League, where he started his career.
But the defensive midfielder took to
Instagram to confirm he was hanging
up his boots aged 35.

“I was a young boy from Western
Sydney with a dream to play profes-
sional football,” he said. “My journey
to reach that goal was full of so many
experiences, challenges and memories
that will always be cherished.

“I want to thank all the clubs I rep-

resented for allowing me the opportu-
nity to do so. It’s now time for a new
chapter.” Palace paid tribute on
Twitter, calling Jedinak “a leader of
men and a club legend”.

He played 79 times for his country,
featuring at three World Cups before
bowing out of international football in
late 2018. One of his biggest triumphs
was captaining the Socceroos to win the
2015 Asian Cup on home soil.  —AFP

Holder gets Stokes 
again to spark 
England collapse
SOUTHAMPTON: West Indies captain
Jason Holder removed opposing skip-
per Ben Stokes to trigger an England
collapse that saw a late flurry of wickets
fall on the fourth day of the first Test at
Southampton on Saturday.

England were 284-8 in their second
innings at stumps, a lead of 170 runs in a
match that marks international cricket’s
return from lockdown. England fought
back during a fourth-wicket partnership
of 98 between Zak Crawley and Stokes.

But their 249-4 was soon trans-
formed into 279-8 as five wickets fell
for just 30 runs inside the final hour. No
sooner had stand-in England skipper
Stokes (46) fallen to rival all-rounder
Holder for the second time in the match
then Crawley was caught and bowled
by paceman Alzarri Joseph for a Test-
best 76.

Jos Buttler then fell for nine when
bowled through a huge gap between
bat and pad by Joseph, who had
stumps figures of 2-40. And there was

still time for Windies spearhead
Shannon Gabriel (3-62) to bowl Dom
Bess and Ollie Pope.

West Indies hold the Wisden Trophy
but they have not won a Test series in
England for 32 years. Victory today,
however, would put them 1-0 up with
two to play. “All you can do is get the
two remaining wickets and bat normal-
ly,” West Indies coach Phil Simmons
told reporters.

“If we bat for five hours tomorrow to
chase 180-190 it’s a normal batting day,
not a chase where you have to go at it.”
But teams have faltered before facing
seemingly modest fourth-innings chases
and Crawley told Sky Sports: “It should
be tight if we bowl well tomorrow.
“We’ve definitely got the bowlers to
take 10 wickets on there.” England were
still one run behind West Indies’ first
innings 318 when Crawley came to the
crease. But the 22-year-old, in his fifth
Test, completed a well-made fifty when
he reverse-swept off-spinner Roston
Chase for four before surpassing his
previous best of 66 against South Africa
at Johannesburg in January.

Stokes, skippering the side in the
absence of Joe Root, had already
top-scored with 43 in England’s
meagre first-innings 204 before

leading their attack with 4-49.

‘BIG SPELLS’   
But towering paceman Holder, num-

ber one ahead of Stokes in the ICC’s
Test all-rounder rankings, squared up
the England talisman and had him
caught by Shai Hope, cleverly posi-

tioned as the finer of two gulleys for the
left-handed batsman.

It was a tactical as well as personal
triumph for Holder, with Simmons say-
ing: “It’s what he does. He comes back
and puts in the big spells for the team
— that’s how he leads. I didn’t expect
anything different.” —AFP

SOUTHHAMPTON: England’s Ollie Pope is bowled by West Indies’ Shannon
Gabriel on the fourth day of the first Test cricket match between England
and the West Indies at the Ageas Bowl in Southampton, southwest England
on July 11, 2020.  —AFP

Messi 
continues 

to shine


