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Louis Vuitton quits
Paris to show in
China and Japan

Louis Vuitton is taking its men’s fash-
ion collections on the road for the
first time, the luxury brand said

Friday, with shows in China and Japan
rather than Paris. The label’s American
designer Virgil Abloh said the spring 2021
collection will be unveiled in Shanghai on
August 6 and in Japan afterwards. Both will
be open to the general public and will be
livestreamed, he added. The announcement
came after Abloh made a mixed live action
and animated film for Paris men’s fashion
week, which is being held online for the first
time because of the coronavirus pandemic.

“Message in a Bottle”, the first in a
series of teaser films, shows a character
called “Zoooom” and his friends packing
up crates at Vuitton’s headquarters on the
edge of the French capital and putting
them on a barge on the River Seine before
waving them off on their journey to the Far
East. Asia is becoming luxury brands’ most
important market, with China alone likely
to account for nearly half of sales by 2025,
according to some estimates. Abloh, the
first black American creative director of a
top French fashion house, also revealed
that he was making a push toward greater
sustainability in Vuitton’s collections.

Abloh, who also founded the streetwear
label Off-White, said this would involve
both recycling, upcycling and even “recy-
cling of existing ideas for new creations”.
“This next show is probably the biggest
leap that I’ve made in terms of proposing a
new system, how it lives and operates,” he
told the industry bible, Women’s Wear
Daily. The fashion industry has been
thrown into turmoil by the coronavirus,
with designers questioning how it operates,
the frenetic calendar of seasonal collec-
tions and even catwalk shows themselves.
Paris men’s fashion week ends Monday,
with the avant-garde Chinese designer
Sean Suen showing Friday alongside big
hitters Dries Van Noten and the American
Rick Owens. — AFP

In one Montreal restaurant, patrons are
getting a fashion-food two-for-one:
Mannequins placed at tables not only

ensure social distancing but also sport chic
outfits that can be purchased to benefit
charity. With Quebec province at the fore-
front of Canada’s coronavirus pandemic,
businesses have been reopening cautious-
ly. Le Monarque, a fashionable restaurant
in Old Montreal, reopened its doors just a
few days ago—but not without putting
some creative safety measures in place
first. “We wanted to give customers more
space,” chef and owner Jeremie Bastien
told AFP. “But we didn’t want to remove
tables or put up Plexiglas panels.” 

Bringing worlds together 
So when Le Monarque fired up its

ovens a few days ago, it took several steps
to ensure social distancing. The idea of fill-
ing some seats with mannequins, thus pro-
viding separation between human clients,
came from the team behind the Sarah
Pacini clothing line, including prominent
Quebec menswear designer Philippe
Dubuc. “We wanted to make a stylish,
high-end installation because we are
bringing two worlds together, those of
fashion and gastronomy,” said Dubuc,
adding, “I think these two worlds have
always been close.” The restaurant’s 29
mannequins all sport Sarah Pacini and
Philippe Dubuc designs. They are meant to
be “visually beautiful,” both inspired by

and fitting in with their elegant surround-
ings. “We are there, of course, to create
and market our clothing,” Dubuc said. “But
we are also there because our job is to
make people dream.”

Silent auction 
Nassim Habashi, who was enjoying

lunch at Le Monarque, approved, saying,
“I think it’s a wonderful idea both to mark
the separation between tables and to make
the atmosphere much more pleasant, given
the current situation.” At the end of each
meal clients are given a gift certificate
redeemable in Sarah Pacini and Philippe

Dubuc outlets. Chef Bastien says the part-
nership has been “very advantageous” for
both sides. But he stresses that it is about
more than just “creating distance or dress-
ing up the space.”

The idea, he said, was to “go a bit
deeper (and) figure out what we can do to
help the people around us who have suf-
fered during the pandemic.” The man-
nequins’ clothes are not yet for sale. But
restaurant patrons will eventually have a
chance to take part in a “silent auction”
and purchase the clothing they see—with
all profits going to charities. —AFP

Asmall group of visitors waits eagerly at the
entrance to a single-storey building in Ghana’s
capital Accra, looking to explore the literary

treasure inside. This is the Library of Africa and the
African Diaspora - a passion project launched by
Ghanaian-British writer Sylvia Arthur. Based around
Arthur’s personal book collection, the library provides
a remarkable opportunity to bring literature from the
global black community to a country considered a cra-
dle of African civilisation, and which was once a hub of
the transatlantic slave trade. “Our work has been neg-
lected, it’s not been showcased, it’s not been respected,
it’s not been archived and that’s the purpose of this
library,” Arthur said as she guided her visitors around.
The library was founded in 2017 when Arthur moved
to Ghana after working in Europe.

It was renamed and relaunched this year, welcom-
ing its first guests again in July as restrictions to curb
the spread of the coronavirus were eased in the west
African nation. The library boasts around 4,000 books,
from almost every country on the African continent.
Many names will be familiar to those who have seen
the growing international acclaim for African writers
such as Wole Soyinka, Chinua Achebe, Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie, Ben Okri, Mariama Ba and Ngugi wa
Thiong’o. But this collection is a rarity in Africa.  It not
only spans the entire continent, including authors such
as Assia Djebar from Algeria and Naguib Mahfouz
from Egypt, as well as white authors from southern
Africa such Doris Lessing, Nadine Gordimer and J.M.
Coetzee - it also includes black writers from across the
world including the US, Caribbean and Europe. It also
has a special collection of rare and out-of-print books,

drawing historical links between the works of African
and diaspora writers, and offers residences for authors
from abroad. “We started off in one room and now we
are in a whole house,” Arthur said.

Black Lives Matter 
The library’s aims have been made even more rele-

vant by the Black Lives Matter protests that have
swept the globe and sparked renewed debates on his-
tory and equality. “I definitely think what we do is very
empowering,” said Arthur. “It shows people that no
matter what they’ve been taught in schools, and in
Western schools, we actually come from a race of peo-
ple who are intelligent, smart, literate.” Ghana - a bea-
con in Africa’s struggle for independence - has long
played a role as a hub of thought and memory for the
broader black community. American writer and civil
rights activist Maya Angelou lived in Accra in the early
1960s and the government has tried to attract black
people to move to the country. In 2019 the authorities
staged the “Year of Return” - four centuries after the
first slave ship landed in what is now the US - urging
African Americans to “come home”. — AFP

Mannequins are placed at the bar to provide social distancing at a restaurant in old Montreal amid the novel coron-
avirus pandemic. —AFP photos

Customers dine near mannequins placed to provide social distancing at a restaurant in old Montreal.

Mannequins are placed at tables to provide social distancing at a restaurant in old Montreal.

Sylvia Arthur, founder of the Library of Africa and the
African Diaspora (LOATAD), poses for a photograph in the
library in Accra, Ghana. —AFP photos

A rare book by author Micheal Dei-Anang is displayed in
the Library of Africa and the African Diaspora (LOATAD).

A rare book by author Ayi Kwei Armah is displayed in the
Library of Africa and the African Diaspora (LOATAD).

Canadian designer Philippe Dubuc dresses mannequins to be used to provide social dis-
tancing at a restaurant.

Books by author Kwame Nkrumah are displayed on a shelf in the Library of Africa and the
African Diaspora (LOATAD) in Accra, Ghana.

A server (left) wearing a facemask adjusts glasses on a table next to mannequins placed at a
table to provide social distancing at a restaurant in old Montreal. 

Books are displayed on a shelf in the Library of Africa and the African Diaspora (LOATAD).


