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Fire crew controls Amghara
storage facility blaze

News in brief

Expat labor checkups back

KUWAIT: Health inspection centers for expatriate
labor reopened yesterday with online registration
now made possible, a health ministry official has
said. The centers began operating according to a
30 percent capacity during the first phase of
coronavirus lockdown easing, which will gradually
increase in later phases, public health director Dr
Fahad Al-Ghimlas added. The registration process,
simply by entering one’s civil ID information on the
ministry website, is open to the employee’s spon-
sor, a company representative or the expatriate
themselves. The checkup’s destination is selected
according to the address of the applicant or their
workplace but the time will be optional based on
available timeslots. Visitors will only be allowed
entry wearing a face mask and will be required to
maintain social distancing with others by no less
than two meters.

Friday prayer regulations

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health announced health
requirements to be taken during Friday prayers at
mosques, which are expected to resume starting next
Friday. The requirements include opening the mosque
for half an hour before prayer, allowing entry to the
mosque only for men aged between 18 and 50 years,
worshipers must use a personal prayer mat, Friday
sermons must last for only five minutes, worshippers
must wear facemasks and gloves, and observe social
distancing, and mosques must open all doors to allow
prayers to go out easier after the prayer is finished.

Visa transfer resumes

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower
announced the resumption of the transfer service
from one employer to another employer for ‘Article
18’ visa holders. The service is available online
through the authority’s ‘Ashal’ platform, and is
available for business owners by yearly subscrip-
tion, the authority explained

KUWAIT: Firefighters managed to put out a blaze
that erupted in a 2,000-square-metre store of blan-
kets and bags in Jahra governorate’s district of

Amghara, Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)
said on Saturday. The firefighters, which were dis-
patched from five different fire stations, cordoned off

the area and controlled the fire despite the active
wind, the directorate’s media and public relations de-
partment added in a statement. No human injuries

were reported, but there were some material losses,
it said. An investigation team is working on uncover-
ing the causes behind the incident, it noted. — KUNA

Hundreds shops shut for
breaching COVID-19 precaution
KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality
said on Saturday it recently car-
ried out its largest shop closures
under phase two of coronavirus
lockdown easing, with a total of
122 forced shut due to a lack of
health standards and commitment
to social distancing. Some nine
closures included the “Friday Mar-
ket, a large supermarket in Mirqab
and a famous furniture company at
a mall,” Municipality Director
Ahmad Al-Manfouhi said in a
statement. They come after 113
shops were sealed off before the
June 30 phase two of lockdown
easing. The Municipality will not
hesitate to shut down any shop or

market found not complying with
health and safety precautions is-
sued by the Cabinet and the Min-
istry of Health, he said. The official
added that after being granted ap-
proval for the reopening, health au-
thority precautions and social
distancing rules at the Friday Market
were not observed, therefore the
decision was taken to close the out-
door venue. Meanwhile, Manfouhi
led a Municipality team that went on
an inspection tour at Mubarakiya
Market yesterday to check on
shops’ compliance with precautions
set by authorities to help limit the
spread of the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19). — KUNA KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality Director Ahmad Al-Manfouhi and other municipality officials inspect Mubarakiya Market yesterday.


