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KUWAIT: Private businesses have been 
hit hard by a sharp decline in the number 
of customers that made almost 80 percent 
of companies unable to cover expenses, 
the financial and economic affairs commit-
tee said in a report to the National 
Assembly. The committee prepared the 
report to justify a draft law that would 
allow private businesses to cut salaries of 
their staff or ask them to go on leave dur-
ing the coronavirus crisis. 

The report said that the number of cus-

tomers dropped by 75 percent in May, 
which hit revenues badly and made as 
many as 80 percent of companies unable 
to cover their expenses for six months. The 
committee said 26 percent of companies 
are on the verge of collapse after their rev-
enues dropped by as much as 80 percent 
on average. 

It also admitted that due to the delay in 
issuing the necessary legislation, 21 per-
cent of companies violated the laws and 
forced their employees to take unpaid 
leaves, while 15 percent laid off their 
employees. The draft law, which has been 

under debate for months in the Assembly, 
allows companies to reduce the salary of 
their employees by 50 percent provided 
that the new salary is not below minimum 
wage. The reduction must be made after 
mutual agreement and working hours 
should be reconsidered. 

The bill also allows companies to ask 
their staff to go on a special leave with 
30 percent pay or the minimum wage, 
whichever is higher. The action applies 
during the lockdown months or during 
restrictions imposed by the government. 
The draft law insists however that end of 

service indemnity must be calculated on 
the basis of the original pay. The bill how-
ever obliges the government to pay the 
amounts deducted to Kuwaitis employed 
in the private sector and in some cases 
the social security agency will pay unem-
ployment benefits to affected Kuwaitis 
for six months. 

MP Ali Al-Deqbasi in the meantime 
called on the health minister to reconsider 
his decision of continuing the lockdown on 
Farwaniya, the last residential area under 
isolation. The lawmaker, who represents 
the area, said markets and malls have 

reopened everywhere except in Farwaniya, 
which impedes commercial activity and 
hurts the interests of the people. He said 
what is surprising is that the number of 
cases has been rising in other areas but 
only Farwaniya remains under lockdown, 
which means the decision is “unfair”. 

The government is meanwhile contem-
plating the possibility of placing certain 
areas under total lockdown during Eid Al-
Adha, which starts at the end of the month. 
The aim is to prevent mixing of people, 
which has become the main source of 
spreading the disease.
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MP says Farwaniya lockdown unfair • Eid lockdowns mulled for some areas

BETHESDA, Maryland: US President Donald Trump wears a mask as he visits Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center on Saturday. — AFP 

BETHESDA: US President Donald Trump wore a 
face mask in public for the first time Saturday, final-
ly yielding to intense pressure to set a public health 
example as the coronavirus rampages across 
America. Trump had on a dark mask with the presi-
dential seal as he walked through the corridors of 
Walter Reed military hospital outside Washington 
to meet wounded veterans. 

Trump strode past reporters and did not stop to 
speak to them about what had become a hotly 
anticipated moment - would he have a change of 
heart on a practice recommended by the govern-
ment’s own medical experts? “I’ve never been 
against masks but I do believe they have a time and 
a place,” Trump said as he left the White House. 

News reports this week said aides practically 
begged the president to relent and wear a mask in 
public - and let himself be photographed - as coro-
navirus cases soared in some states and as Trump 
trailed Democrat Joe Biden badly in polls ahead of 
the November election. Trump has steadfastly 

defended his administration’s handling of the pan-
demic even though the United States is the hard-
est-hit country in the world. 

The country posted yet another daily record of 
confirmed cases on Saturday night, with 66,528 
new infections, while the death toll rose by almost 
800 to nearly 135,000. States have been left to 
figure out on their own how to reopen without a 
clear and coherent strategy from the White House. 
To wear a mask or not has become a sort of politi-
cal fulcrum for a deeply divided America. 
Conservatives who back Trump often refuse to don 
one on grounds it impinges on their freedom, while 
progressives tend to back the practice as a show 
of collective responsibility at a time of a life-or-
death crisis. 

The US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommend people wear masks in pub-
lic when they cannot engage in social distancing. 
But Trump - at political rallies, media briefings and 
elsewhere - has repeatedly avoided wearing a 
mask, even after staffers at the White House tested 
positive for the virus and as more aides, including 
Vice President Mike Pence, have taken to wearing 
them. In May, Trump even made fun of Biden when 
the latter started wearing a mask in public, sharing 
a tweet that featured an unflattering photograph of 
the former vice president in a black face covering.  
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As virus rages,  
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TEHRAN: Iran said that the misalignment of an air 
defense unit’s radar system was the key “human 
error” that led to the accidental downing of a 
Ukrainian passenger plane in January. “A failure 
occurred due to a human error in following the pro-
cedure” for aligning the radar, causing a “107-degree 
error” in the system, the Iranian Civil Aviation 
Organization (CAO) said in a report late Saturday. 

This error “initiated a hazard chain” that saw fur-
ther errors committed in the minutes before the plane 
was shot down, said the CAO document, presented 
as a “factual report” and not as the final report on the 
accident investigation. Flight 752, a Ukraine 
International Airlines jetliner, was struck by two mis-
siles and crashed shortly after taking off from 
Tehran’s main airport on January 8, at a time of 
heightened US-Iranian tensions. 

The Islamic republic admitted several days later 
that its forces accidentally shot down the Kiev-
bound plane, killing all 176 people on board. The 
CAO said that, despite the erroneous information 
available to the radar system operator on the air-
craft’s trajectory, he could have identified his target 
as an airliner, but instead there was a “wrong identifi-
cation”.  

The report also noted that the first of the two mis-
siles launched at the aircraft was fired by a defense 
unit operator who had acted “without receiving any 
response from the Coordination Center” on which he 
depended. The second missile was fired 30 seconds 
later, “by observing the continuity of trajectory of the 
detected target”, the report added. — AFP 

‘Misaligned’ radar 
led to jet downing

KOLKATA: A fan of Bollywood actor Amitabh Bachchan hangs posters of the 
actor as a woman passes by at the gate of the All Bengal Amitabh Bachchan Fan 
Club yesterday. — AFP 

MUMBAI: Bollywood actress 
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan and her 
daughter tested positive for the new 
coronavirus yesterday, a day after 
her father-in-law and top Indian 
actor Amitabh Bachchan and her 
husband and actor Abhishek were 
hospitalized for COVID-19. 
Maharastra state health minister 
Rajesh Tope said in a tweet that 
Aishwarya and her eight-year-old 
daughter had tested positive for the 
virus that causes the disease. 

I t  was not  c lear  whether had 
been admitted to hospita l , as 

Amitabh and Abhishek were on 
Saturday, when they said they had 
mild symptoms. Hospital officials 
and government health authorities 
said earlier yesterday that Amitabh 
and his son Abhishek were in stable 
condition. Authorities launched a 
massive sanit iz ing dr i l l  at  the 
Bachchans’ upscale residence in 
Mumbai, spraying disinfectant in the 
large compound and on cars parked 
there. Reports were awaited on the 
condition of Amitabh Bachchan’s 
wife Jaya, also a highly regarded 
actor. — Reuters (See Page 13) 

Aishwarya COVID positive;  
Amitabh, Abhishek stable

CAIRO: Egyptian police have seized 
kites from people flying them after a 
ban by a northern governorate for 
“safety” reasons and a lawmaker’s 
warning they posed a “national secu-
rity threat”. Police seized 369 kites in 
Cairo on Friday, Al-Ahram reported, 
while Akhbar Al-Youm, another state 
newspaper, said police confiscated 99 
kites and fined five people in the 
northern region of Alexandria. 

The ban was brought in “to ensure 
the safety of citizens after a number of 
accidents” involving kites, 
Alexandria’s governorate said this 
week on its Facebook page. Fines 
imposed for kite-flying in the 
Mediterranean city can reach up to 
1,000 pounds (about $60). Egypt’s 
skies have been filled with thousands 
of colorful paper kites flown by  
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CAIRO: In this file photo taken on May 22, 2020, Egyptian youths fly handmade kites 
from an overpass on the capital’s Ring Road before iftar during the holy month of 
Ramadan. — AFP 

Egypt grounds kites for 
safety, security reasons


