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Kuwait advises against travel  
abroad due to coronavirus 

Issuance of visit, entry visas remains suspended, holders cannot enter country 

KUWAIT: The Friday Market was closed down on Friday - barely a day after reopening - due to a lack of 
health safety requirements, social distancing and health protection measures to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

KUWAIT: Kuwait is advising its citizens and resi-
dents against travelling abroad at the moment due 
to the instability of the coronavirus pandemic, and 
the spread of the virus despite strict measures 
applied worldwide, the health ministry announced in 
a statement on Twitter on Friday. Last month, 
Kuwait’s communications office said that commer-
cial flights at Kuwait International Airport will 
resume from Aug 1, after being suspended in March 
because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

Meanwhile, an informed source at the General 
Directorate for Residency Affairs said issuance of 
entry visas remains suspended, adding no depart-
ment or service center can issue any visit or entry 
visas, according to a report in Al-Anbaa daily. 
Expats with valid residency permits were planning 
to return from Aug 1, but some of them have new-
borns with visit visas.  

But the source said those who were issued visit, 
family, work or newborn visas cannot currently 
enter the country using those visas because they 
have expired and there is no mechanism to renew 
them, and they should wait until visa issuance 

resumes or a mechanism is set that allows the use of 
the documents they have.  

The source added as for renewing the residency 
permits of expats who are abroad, the interior min-
istry’s systems accept renewal applications of their 
permits provided their passports are valid, for all 
types of residency articles: Government workers, 
private sector employees, dependents and those 
who sponsor themselves. 

On Thursday, Italy banned entry to people coming 
from 13 countries including Kuwait that it said present-
ed an excessive rate of COVID-19 infections. The list 
compiled by the health ministry comprises Armenia, 
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brazil, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Chile, Kuwait, North Macedonia, Moldova, Oman, 
Panama, Peru and Dominican Republic. 

The ban affects anyone who has stayed in or 
travelled through these countries in the last 14 days, 
Health Minister Roberto Speranza said in a state-
ment. Travellers from all other countries outside the 
European Union and the Schengen free movement 
area can come to Italy but must observe 14 days of 
quarantine on arrival.

ISTANBUL: People pray outside the Hagia Sophia on Friday as they gather to 
celebrate after a top Turkish court revoked its status as a museum, clearing 
the way for it to be turned back into a mosque. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan announced Friday that the Hagia 
Sophia, one of the architectural wonders of the 
world, would be reopened for Muslim worship 
as a mosque, sparking fury in the Christian 
community and neighboring Greece. His decla-
ration came after a top Turkish court revoked 
the sixth-century Byzantine monument’s status 
as a museum, clearing the way for it to be 
turned back into a mosque. 

In an address to the nation, Erdogan said 
the first Muslim prayers at the Hagia Sophia 
would be performed on July 24. “God willing, 
we will perform Friday prayers all together on 

July 24 and reopen Hagia Sophia to worship-
ping,” he said, assuring that it would open its 
door to all, including non-Muslims. “Like all our 
mosques, the doors of Hagia Sophia will be 
wide open to locals and foreigners, Muslims 
and non-Muslims.”  

The Council of State, Turkey’s highest 
administrative court, unanimously cancelled a 
1934 cabinet decision to turn it into a museum 
and said Hagia Sophia was registered as a 
mosque in its property deeds. Shortly after the 
court decision, Erdogan signed a presidential 
decree handing over the administration of 
“Hagia Sophia Mosque” to Turkey’s religious 
affairs directorate known as Diyanet.  

A few hundred Turks carrying Turkish flags 
gathered outside Hagia Sophia shouting 
“Chains broken, Hagia Sophia reopened”. 
Police heightened security measures around 
the building, according to AFP journalists. 
Hundreds of worshippers performed evening 
prayers outside the building after the alter-
ation to its status. “It’s been a dream since we 

were kids,” said Erdal Gencler, an Istanbul 
resident. Fatma, a woman with tears in her 
eyes, said: “Of course I am crying. (Hagia 
Sophia) belongs to us.”  

Greece swiftly condemned the move by 
Muslim-majority Turkey as a provocation while 
the United States also expressed disappoint-
ment. The Russian Orthodox Church was 
equally scathing. Erdogan urged everyone to 
respect Turkey’s decision and said the issue of 
what purposes Hagia Sophia would serve 
“concerns Turkey’s sovereign rights”.  

The UNESCO World Heritage site in his-
toric Istanbul, a magnet for tourists worldwide, 
was first constructed as a cathedral in the 
Christian Byzantine Empire but was converted 
into a mosque after the Ottoman conquest of 
Constantinople in 1453.  Hagia Sophia, which 
stands opposite the impressive Sultanahmet 
Mosque - often called the Blue Mosque - has 
been a museum since 1935 and open to believ-
ers of all faiths. Last year, 3.8 million tourists 
visited the monument. — AFP 
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PARIS: Patients with abnormally high blood sugar lev-
els are more than twice as likely to die from COVID-19, 
researchers in China said yesterday. It is the first time 
scientists have been able to confirm that patients with 
hyperglycemia, but not diagnosed with diabetes, are at 
higher risk of death from COVID-19, they wrote in the 
journal Diabetologia. The researchers examined death 
rates for 605 COVID-19 patients at two hospitals in 
Wuhan, China.  

Having high blood pressure is “independently associ-
ated” with increased risk of death and complications 
from COVID-19, they wrote. The study builds on previ-
ous research on diabetic patients. One-in-10 COVID-19 
patients with diabetes died in French hospitals, a far 
higher proportion than for patients without the condi-
tion, a May study in the same journal found.  

Exactly why high blood sugar increases COVID-19 
death rates remains clear. The authors of Friday’s study 
suggested that blood clotting, the weakening of blood 
vessel linings, and cytokine storm syndrome - an over-
reaction of the immune system - could all play a role. 
The authors of the report urged hospitals to test all 
COVID-19 patients for glucose levels, as opposed to 
only those known to have diabetes.  

Also, scientists said Thursday there is “strong evi-
dence” that COVID-19- positive mothers can pass the 
virus on to their unborn infants, in findings that could 
affect how pregnant women are shielded during the 
pandemic.  — Agencies 
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LUCKNOW: Indian police shot dead 
one of the country’s most wanted gang-
sters on Friday just a day after his dra-
matic arrest, sparking accusations of a 
staged extrajudicial killing. Officials said 
Vikas Dubey, detained for the killing of 
eight police officers, was shot as he tried 
to escape a police vehicle while being 
driven to his home city in the northern 

state of Uttar Pradesh. 
Within hours of TV stations carrying 

images of his bloodstained body lying in a 
hospital, rights lawyers and activists 
alleged that police had killed Dubey to 
prevent him revealing his connections 
with powerful people. “This is the most 
blatant case of extrajudicial killing. Dubey 
was a gangster terrorist who may have 
deserved to die. But (Uttar Pradesh) 
police have killed him to shut his mouth,” 
Supreme Court lawyer Prashant Bhushan 
wrote on Twitter. 

“Will we allow police to kill anyone 
without a court trial?” Utsav Bains, anoth-
er Supreme Court lawyer, added. Senior 
opposition Congress party leader 
Priyanka Gandhi said the people “protect-

ing” Dubey were still free and called for a 
judicial probe into the killing. “History 
repeats,” Nirjhari Sinha, a civil rights 
leader from western Gujarat state, wrote 
on Twitter in response to Dubey’s death. 
“Dead gangsters can’t speak about their 
political patronage.”  

Dubey, aged about 50, was accused of 
more than 60 murders, attempted murders 
and other crimes. He was said to have shot 
dead an Uttar Pradesh state minister inside 
a police station in 2001. Despite those cas-
es and his reputation for ruthlessness, 
Dubey has built considerable local political 
links over the past two decades. On July 3, 
eight officers were gunned down when his 
gang staged an ambush on a police team 
aiming to arrest him. 

A nationwide manhunt was launched, 
during which five of Dubey’s associates - 
including his bodyguard nephew - were 
killed. Police said he was tipped off about 
the deadly raid by local officers, some of 
whom have been arrested for leaking 
information to the gangster. He finally gave 
himself up in a temple in Madhya Pradesh 
state on Thursday. According to the police 
account, the car transporting him early 
Friday overturned on a wet road in neigh-
boring Uttar Pradesh and he tried to 
escape. “Dubey has been killed in an 
exchange of fire after he snatched the pis-
tol of our men and tried to flee after firing 
at them. Four of our men are also injured,” 
Kanpur police inspector general Mohit 
Agarwal told reporters. — AFP 
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DUBAI: An engineer observes a KhalifaSat model at the Mohammed bin 
Rashid Space Centre on July 5, 2020. — AFP 

DUBAI: The oil-rich United Arab 
Emirates has built a nuclear power pro-
gram and sent a man to space, and now 
plans to join another elite club by send-
ing a probe to Mars. The UAE - a col-
lection of sheikhdoms better known for 
its skyscrapers, palm-shaped islands 
and mega attractions - is now pushing 
to join their ranks in what will be a first 
for the Arab world. It will mark the 50th 

anniversary of its unification with 
“Hope”, an unmanned spacecraft 
expected to reach its target in February 
after being launched on July 15 from 
Japan’s Tanegashima Space Centre. 

While the mission objective is to 
provide a comprehensive image of the 
weather dynamics in Mars’ atmos-
phere and pave the way for scientific 
breakthroughs, the probe is a founda-
tion for a much bigger goal - building 
a human settlement on Mars within the 
next 100 years. Dubai has hired archi-
tects to imagine what a Martian city 
might look like and recreate it in its 
desert as “Science City”, at a cost of 
around 500 million dirhams ($135 mil-
lion). — AFP (See Page 12)
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