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LONDON: Hugo Lloris insisted he had made peace
with Son Heung-min after the Tottenham stars were
involved in a furious row during their side’s 1-0 win
against Everton on Monday. As Son walked towards
the tunnel at half-time, France goalkeeper Lloris con-
fronted the South Korea forward, shouting at him and
shoving his shoulder.

The usually placid Son responded angrily and the
pair had to be kept apart by team-mates Harry Winks
and Moussa Sissoko as the altercation threatened to
boil over. Lloris was irked by Son’s failure to close
down a loose ball in midfield moments before Everton
threatened through Richarlison.

“I think to concede a chance a few seconds before
half-time because we didn’t make a press annoyed
me. But yeah, that’s football,” Lloris said. Neither of
the feuding players was hauled off at the break as
Tottenham manager Jose Mourinho tried to keep the
peace.

Son and Lloris looked to have buried the hatchet
when they hugged at the final whistle in north London
after Tottenham secured their second win since the
coronavirus hiatus.

“It just belongs to the changing room. Outside you
can say whatever you want. What happened is just
part of football sometimes,” Lloris said. “Let’s be hon-
est, we are in a situation we are not happy with so we
have to fight, to make sure we all go in the same di-
rection.

“Most important is to stay focused on the team.
We can only do it as a team.
“When you play a season like
this one it’s very easy to fall
apart but we showed we are
still together. “There is no
problem at all. You could see
after the game we were fine.”

Tottenham sealed the points
thanks to a first half own goal
from Everton defender Michael
Keane, who deflected in Gio-
vani Lo Celso’s shot. It was somehow fitting that the
always combative Mourinho’s 200th Premier League
victory featured the flare-up between Son and Lloris.

In fact, Mourinho was delighted with the row be-
cause it showed a desire to win. “That’s beautiful. It’s

probably as a consequence of our meetings, so if you
want to blame someone blame me,” he said.

“I asked them to demand more from each other
and put colleagues under pressure. It was the situa-
tion of the first half where an amazing kid, a team boy
like Sonny, that the captain thought ‘you have to do
more’.

“A team of nice boys, the
only thing they can win at the
end of the season is the Fair
Play Cup. Something I have
never won and have no interest
in winning. “What happened
should not happen on the pitch,
it should happen inside the
dressing room, but I promise
you my winning teams we had
big fights in the team.”

STROKE OF LUCK 
Tottenham’s second win in their last 10 games in

all competitions lifted them into eighth place in the
Premier League one point behind north London rivals

Arsenal in seventh. Just a year after reaching the
Champions League final under previous boss Mauri-
cio Pochettino, Tottenham have been reduced to
fighting for a place in the Europa League.

This win ensured they could still avoid being out
of European competition entirely for the first time
since the 2009-10 season. Everton haven’t beat Tot-
tenham since 2012 and a first defeat in four games
could end their European hopes for this term. 

Thursday’s limp 3-1 defeat at Sheffield United left
Mourinho questioning the desire of his players, but
took the lead in the 24th minute thanks to a welcome
stroke of luck.

Son found Harry Kane in the area and his effort
deflected to Lo Celso, whose shot was going wide
until it span wickedly off Keane to wrong-foot Ever-
ton keeper Jordan Pickford. Everton finally threat-
ened in stoppage-time when Richarlison burst
forward to shoot wide after Son failed to chase down
the loose ball.

Following Lloris’s angry exchange with Son, both
players were in the spotlight for more positive reasons
in the second half as Tottenham held firm. — AFP

A team of 
nice boys

LOS ANGELES: US cities bidding to host 2026 FIFA
World Cup matches will take part in a coronavirus-
delayed virtual candidate workshop yesterday with
17 hopefuls chasing 10 places in the event lineup.

No deadline is set for selection of the US venues
of the event, to be co-hosted by Canada and Mexico,

after pandemic delays in the bid analysis process, in-
cluding the wipeout of a planned March workshop
in Dallas.

US candidates include Atlanta, Miami, Nashville,
Orlando, Houston, Dallas, Kansas City, Boston, Bal-
timore, New York/New Jersey, Cincinnati, Denver,
Seattle, Philadelphia, Washington, San Francisco and
Los Angeles. 

Chicago, host of the 1994 World Cup’s opening
game, has not made the cut of US cities.

Montreal, Toronto and Edmonton in Canada and
Mexico City, Guadalajara and Monterrey in Mexico
appear set in the other host nations.

FIFA chief tournaments and events officer Colin
Smith gave no timetable for when the list might be

trimmed, hopeful of starting stadium and site tours
in late 2020 but knowing the deadly virus could im-
pact that effort.

“It’s not clear yet when we will be able to come
and conduct those inspection visits,” Smith said. “I
would say that we need a few more weeks yet to see
how things develop and then I would say Q3, begin-
ning of Q4 this year, we would have a better idea as
to the inspection visit schedule and then the time
needed for the selection.”

FIFA makes the final decisions, including a sta-
dium of at least 80,000 seats for the final, with input
from US Soccer.

The original plan had been for US cities to be
named between March and June 2021 but that was

based upon a March start for the process to begin, a
first look at bids, and two inspection visits through
the remainder of the year.

“It’s very difficult to give a final date, because
when we don’t know when the start date is,” Smith
said of the visits.

Former US Soccer chief executive Dan Flynn,
overseeing the US city selection, said the 2026 event
could at as a catalyst with greater potential what the
nation experienced after hosting the 1994 World
Cup.

“I think it takes on a greater role than it certainly
did in ‘94,” Flynn said. “But I also think there’s just
greater opportunities. Our sport is at a different
level.” — AFP
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Son clashes with Lloris as Spurs win
LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s Welsh defender Ben Davies (R) blocks a shot by Everton’s English striker Dominic Calvert-Lewin during the English Premier League football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Everton at Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium in London, on July 6, 2020. —AFP

Tottenham’s win lifts them into eighth place, one point behind Arsenal 


