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Egypt’s law 
allows soldiers 
to run for office 
CAIRO: Egypt’s parliament on Monday approved
amendments that would allow active or former mili-
tary personnel to run for the presidency and parlia-
ment only with the army’s approval. The legislative
changes come a year after Egyptians overwhelm-
ingly voted in favor of constitutional amendments
that potentially allow President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi,
a former army chief, to stay on until 2030.

The amendments are expected to make it
almost impossible for military personnel to run in
any election, in effect preventing anyone from
squaring off against Sisi. Since it became a mod-
ern republic, all but two of Egypt’s presidents have
hailed from a military background. The army is
highly visible in Egypt’s public life, with former
top brass currently serving as ministers and head-
ing governorates as well.

The nationalist institution boasts a sizeable
business portfolio ranging from massive construc-
tion projects to producing protective masks. Sisi
led the army’s overthrow of elected president
Mohamed Morsi in 2013 following mass protests
against the Islamist leader’s rule. Sisi won his first
term as president in 2014 and was re-elected in
March 2018 with more than 97 percent of the vote,
after standing virtually unopposed. The amended
law also prohibits officers from divulging informa-
tion during their service publicly or joining political
parties without the Supreme Council of Armed
Forces’ permission. —AFP

AL HAJJAH: A Yemeni child suffering from malnutrition lies in a bed at a treatment centre in Yemen’s northern Hajjah province. —AFP

SANAA: Masirah Saqer could barely open her
eyes, as she struggled to swallow the milk her
grandmother attempted to feed her with a
syringe. Nearby, the cries of other malnourished
children reverberated around the pink-walled
hospital ward, a vivid reminder of the human
cost of Yemen’s devastating conflict, which drags
into a seventh year yesterday. Masirah, just short
of three months old, was undergoing treatment
at Al-Sabyine hospital’s infant malnutrition
department in the capital Sanaa. Swaddled in a
pink and white comforter, her tiny frame and
slender limbs were dwarfed by the full-sized bed
on which her grandmother sat as she tried to
feed her.

The war in Yemen, the Arabian peninsula’s
poorest country, has mutated into what the
United Nations calls the world’s worst humani-
tarian crisis. After years of protests and political
crises that escalated into violent clashes, the
conflict took a decisive turn on July 8, 2014.
Houthi rebels from the north pulled off a decisive
victory in the battle for the city of Amran north
of Sanaa, comprehensively defeating government
troops. The major battlefield win opened the
way for the rebels to march on the capital and
take it with ease-but not without a dire human
cost, with millions eventually pushed to the brink
of starvation.

Brink of famine 
Masirah was one of the many thousands of

infants affected by the conflict. Weighing just 2.4
kilograms (5.3 pounds), she suffered from acute
malnutrition, her grandmother told AFP. “We need-
ed a medical checkup, milk, and food. If the medi-
cines are available in the hospital, they give them to
us, if not we have to buy them outside,” she said.

Millions of children in Yemen now face starva-
tion due to a lack of aid for the country, UNICEF
said in June. The long conflict has devastated the
health system and displaced 3.3 million people
who live in camps where cholera and other dis-
eases are rife. The humanitarian situation has
worsened since Saudi Arabia intervened in
March 2015, leading a coalition in support of
government forces against the rebels, who are in
turn backed by Riyadh’s arch-rival Iran. 

Serious shortages 
Yemen, a country with scarce clean water sup-

plies, is now facing another threat-the spread of
the novel coronavirus. Officially, the respiratory
disease has killed 330 people in the country.
Doctors at Al-Sabyine’s malnutrition department,

a facility with capacity for 25 patients, have
warned that COVID-19 coupled with fuel short-
ages have worsened the situation and acted as a
barrier to treatment.

Many parents fear their children are at risk of
the deadly respiratory disease if they are hospital-
ized, said doctor Hazaa Abdallah Al-Farah. “Some
people ... won’t send their children to hospital any
more” due to fears about the virus, he said. But

the true scale of the impact of coronavirus in the
Houthi-controlled north of Yemen remains a mys-
tery. The internationally recognized government
accuses the rebels of a cover-up. NGOs and the
UN are braced for a catastrophe. UNICEF, the lat-
ter’s children’s agency, has called for $461 million
to fund humanitarian work in Yemen and an addi-
tional $53 million to fight COVID-19.

Despite the urgent need, only 39 percent of the
first sum and just 10 percent of the second have so
far been amassed, UNICEF says. The agency has
also sounded the alarm over the reduction to its
services on the ground. In June, the UN raised just
$1.35 billion of the $2.41 billion it was aiming to
secure for Yemen during a virtual donor confer-
ence. “They die in their homes unable to get to the
health centre or hospital or a clinic because of
their bad financial situation,” said Amin al-Aizari,
another doctor at Al-Sabyine. “They need food,”
he said. “The children of Yemen die every hour
and every minute.” —AFP

Cries of malnourished children a vivid reminder of the human cost

Brazil’s Bolsonaro 
takes virus test after 
showing symptoms 
BRASILIA: Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro, who
has long minimized the risks posed by the coron-
avirus, said Monday he had been tested after
showing symptoms including a fever. Bolsonaro
told CNN Brazil that he underwent an X-ray of his
lungs at a military hospital as a precaution. Local
media said the virus test results would come at
about midday. He also said he was taking hydroxy-
chloroquine as a preventive measure. 

Local media said the 65-year-old Bolsonaro
had cleared his schedule for the week. “The pres-
ident is in good health at the moment and is in his
residence,” his office said in a statement. Since
the beginning of the virus outbreak, Bolsonaro
has minimized the risks of what he initially called
“a little flu” and flouted social distancing rules
and containment measures, such as wearing a
mask in public.

Brazil is the second worst-hit country in the
world by the pandemic, with more than 65,000
deaths and at least 1.6 million cases. Bolsonaro had
been tested three times previously-all came back
negative. On Monday, the far-right leader made
more changes to weaken a law that would require
citizens to wear face masks in public. He had
already watered down the bill Friday by vetoing
several articles, such as requiring employers to
supply face masks for their staff and another man-
dating that public authorities should provide face
coverings for “economically vulnerable people.”

Now Bolsonaro has also vetoed articles requir-
ing masks be worn in prisons and another oblig-
ing businesses to provide information on how to
wear masks properly. Some states have already
made the wearing of face-coverings mandatory,
but this was the first such law on a national level.
On Saturday, Bolsonaro published photos on
social media in which he is not wearing a face
mask at a lunch with the US ambassador and sev-
eral ministers celebrating the July 4th holiday.
Since he was in a private residence, he did not
break the new law-but that did not spare him
from an avalanche of criticism online for not pro-
viding a good example. —AFP

LONDON: A protester holds a Yemeni flag-themed placard
in Parliament Square in London as she demonstrates
against the continued conflict in Yemen. —AFP 

Devastating 
war drags 

into 7th year

BRASILIA: Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro holds a girl in his arms, both wearing face masks, during the
flag-raising ceremony before a ministerial meeting at the Alvorada Palace in Brasilia, amid the new coron-
avirus pandemic. —AFP


