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China detains professor 

BEIJING: Chinese authorities yesterday detained
a law professor who published essays criticizing
President Xi Jinping over the coronavirus pan-
demic and his efforts to consolidate power,
according to friends of the man.  Xu Zhangrun, a
rare outspoken critic of the government in
China’s heavily censored academia, was taken
from his home in suburban Beijing by more than
20 people, one of his friends said on condition of
anonymity. Xu published an essay in February
blaming the culture of deception and censorship
fostered by Xi for the spread of the coronavirus
in China. The law professor at Tsinghua
University, one of China’s top institutions, had
previously spoken out against the 2018 abolition
of presidential term limits in an essay circulated
online. A friend said a man claiming to be police
had called Xu’s wife, who had been living sepa-
rately at a university residence, to say Xu was
arrested for allegedly soliciting prostitution in
the southwestern city of Chengdu. — AFP 

Rocket fired at airport

BAGHDAD: A rocket landed near Baghdad air-
port overnight but did not explode, an Iraqi secu-
rity source said, after two other rocket attacks
targeted American diplomatic and military instal-
lations at the weekend. However, the Iraqi army
said yesterday that no rocket had been fired.
American soldiers are based at the airport. Since
October, US diplomats and troops across Iraq
have been targeted in around three dozen missile
attacks blamed by Washington on pro-Iranian
armed factions. Late last month, in the first move
of its kind, elite Iraqi troops arrested more than a
dozen Tehran-backed fighters allegedly planning a
new attack on Baghdad’s Green Zone, home to the
American and other foreign embassies. — AFP

Chechen dissident shot dead 

VIENNA: Austrian police have arrested two
Russians from Chechnya over the fatal shooting
of a Chechen dissident, officials said on Sunday,
fueling concerns over the security of Chechen
government critics living in exile. The 43-year-
old asylum seeker, a vocal critic of the Chechen
Republic’s government, was found dead with
gunshot wounds near the capital Vienna on
Saturday. Police arrested a 47-year-old Russian
from Chechnya in the city of Linz, some 200 kilo-
meters from Vienna, shortly after finding the body.
A second Russian, 37, also from Chechnya living
in Austria, was detained Sunday for investigations
into the murder. Police and prosecutors said the
crime was still under investigation and it was too
early to comment on any motive. The dead dissi-
dent-identified by Russian media as Mamikhan
Umarov now using the name Martin Beck-had
given evidence in a 2017 murder case in Ukraine,
the Ukrainian interior ministry said. — AFP 

‘Foreign air force’ hit base 

TRIPOLI: Libya’s UN-recognized government
Sunday condemned overnight air raids against a
recaptured strategic air base in the west of the
country, alleging they were carried out by a “for-
eign air force”. Forces loyal to the Government of
National Accord (GNA) seized back the Al-
Watiya airbase, 140 kilometers southwest of
Tripoli, from troops aligned with eastern strong-
man Khalifa Haftar in May.  Haftar’s forces allege
Turkey-a key GNA backer-has subsequently
made use of the base to help GNA loyalists to
repel an offensive the strongman launched
against Tripoli in April last year. “The raids last
night against Al-Watiya base were carried out by
a... foreign air force in support of the war crimi-
nal in a miserable and desperate attempt to
achieve a morale boosting victory” for Haftar’s
forces, GNA deputy defense minister Salah
Namrush said in a statement. — AFP 

ADDIS ABABA: More than 166 people were killed
during anti-government protests in Ethiopia last
week, the government said on Sunday, as the capital
and other hotspots remained closely guarded by
security forces and a blanket Internet shutdown
entered its sixth day. Large
protests broke out in Addis
Ababa and spread to the
surrounding Oromia region
on Monday night after pop-
ular Oromo musician
Haacaaluu Hundeessaa was
shot dead by unknown gun-
men in a killing Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed said
was “an evil act”. 

Haacaaluu sang in the
Oromo language of
Ethiopia’s biggest ethnic group. His killing tapped
into grievances fuelled by decades of government
repression and what the Oromo describe as their
historic exclusion from political power. The govern-
ment initially said 80 people had been killed during
the protests, which lasted for two days. The unrest
is the deadliest since Abiy, who is Oromo, took
power in 2018 with the promise of wide ranging
reforms. But a senior regional security official told

Reuters on Sunday that the death toll was at least
double that, with 145 civilians and 11 security per-
sonnel killed. Jibril Mohammed, head of the Oromia
Security and Peace Bureau, said more deaths might
be reported due to the number of injuries being

treated in hospitals.
Another 10 people

were killed in Addis
Ababa, a source in the
national police service
said. The military, called
in to quell the protests
Wednesday, were out in
the streets of Oromia
towns, two residents
from the town of Adama
and another from the
town of Shashemene

told Reuters. Authorities shut down the Internet
after the protests began, and they are yet to switch
it on again, residents said. “The (Oromia) region is
now relatively calm and there is no violence or
protests at the moment. Businesses have also re-
opened,” Jibril told Reuters by phone. International
human rights watchdog Amnesty International has
called on the government to bring Haacaaluu’s
killers to justice. — Reuters

Internet shutdown continues; death toll now at 166

Uneasy calm in Ethiopia after 
protests; death toll doubles

Croatia conservatives
hail ‘great’ 
re-election victory 
ZAGREB: Croatia’s conservatives scored a re-elec-
tion victory in a parliamentary vote on Sunday, offi-
cial results showed, putting them in a strong position
to build a government that will inherit the economic
fallout of the coronavirus pandemic. The vote was
held under the shadow of the global health crisis,
with the Adriatic country’s tourism-dependent econ-
omy on course for its steepest decline in decades. 

The Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ), which
has dominated the country for most of its nearly
30-year independence, fell short of an absolute
majority but outperformed its main rival by a long-
shot.  The party took 68 seats in the 151-member
house, followed by 42 for the centre-left coalition
led by the Social Democrats (SDP), according to
official results with nearly 90 percent of the ballots
counted.  

In third place with 15 seats was the new
‘Homeland Movement’ party led by a folk singer
who appealed to hardliners on the right with
nationalist rhetoric. “Our victory is not only great
but binding,” Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic said

of his HDZ party’s task to “work with all our hearts
for Croatia”. “We had a difficult mandate full of
challenges behind us and the challenges ahead of us
are even greater,” he said. 

The ruling party had campaigned on its relative-
ly successful containment of the country’s virus
outbreak so far, reporting some 110 deaths and
3,000 infections in the country of 4.2 million.
Plenkovic, a former MEP with strong backing from
Brussels, was cast as a safe pair of hands to navi-
gate the coming economic downturn. The SDP-led

opposition had accused their right-wing rivals of
endangering citizens by “rushing” to hold the elec-
tions even as the country logged a new uptick in
infections in recent weeks.

They had also highlighted HDZ’s history of cor-
ruption, which was brought back to the spotlight by
a recent scandal involving a top official. But despite
polls putting the two camps neck-and-neck, the
conservatives prevailed with a resounding lead.
After the results came in Social Democrat leader
Davor Bernardic said he was ready to step down
and congratulated the “electoral winner which is
HDZ and Andrej Plenkovic”. Their camp was also
hurt by the rise of a new green-leftist group,
Mozemo, who garnered some seven seats in its par-
liamentary debut. 

The HDZ’s outgoing environment minister
Tomislav Coric said he expected the party to find
coalition partners in the coming days. There are
“political options that are close to us from both
ideological and program point of view”, he told
local television. One path to the 76-seat majority
would be to ally with eight ethnic minority MPs.  In
that case HDZ would not need the votes of the
‘Homeland Movement’ led folk singer Miroslav
Skoro, who lured away traditional HDZ voters dis-
appointed with Plenkovic’s more moderate stance.
The singer founded the party after he finished
third in the country’s presidential election in
December.  — AFP

US, China left out 
as England slashes 
quarantine list 
LONDON: Travelers from more than 70 “low-risk”
countries and territories will no longer have to self-
isolate when arriving in England, the UK govern-
ment said in a major easing of its coronavirus quar-
antine scheme. The list of exemptions mostly covers
Europe-but not Portugal-and the Caribbean,
Australia and New Zealand, although the United
States and mainland China are notably omitted.

The changes, which come into effect on July 10,
represent a significant lifting of the mandatory 14-
day self-quarantine imposed one month ago to stop
new infections from abroad. Britain has suffered
Europe’s deadliest outbreak of COVID-19, with
44,000 deaths among confirmed cases, but is now
slowly coming out of lockdown. “Today marks the
next step in carefully reopening our great nation,”
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said. Airlines,
who had warned the quarantine would cripple an
industry already on its knees due to global coron-
avirus shutdowns, welcomed the easing and three of
them dropped a legal challenge.

But the exemptions will only apply to arrivals
into England, with Scotland, Wales and Northern

Ireland so far sticking to the blanket ban. UK minis-
ters had suggested the delay in announcing the list-
it had been due earlier in the week-was down to a
lack of cooperation from the devolved government
in Scotland. But Scottish First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon denied this, and blasted Prime Minister
Boris Johnson’s government in London for a “sham-
bolic” effort. She said the list her government was
shown on Thursday had changed by Friday, while
adding that Edinburgh would likely publish its own
list in the coming days.

Under the new rules, a traffic-light system-red,
amber and green-would be used for different coun-
tries depending on their prevalence of the coron-
avirus, Shapps said. Travelers from the green and
amber countries will no longer have to self-isolate on
arrival. The amber countries will have reciprocal
arrangements in place with England, while the green
countries are deemed to be safer than England, such
as New Zealand. The amber countries include France,
Italy and Spain, which are among the most popular
summer holiday destinations for Britons, although not
Portugal. The United States will be designated with a
red light, requiring mandatory self-quarantine,
because “they have got very high numbers of infec-
tions”, Shapps said. British Airways, easyJet and
Ryanair had taken legal action over the scheme they
said would have a “severe impact on the travel and
tourism industry”, which was “already running on
fumes”. But their lawyer told the High Court of
England and Wales in London on Friday that they
had now agreed to withdraw the claim. — AFP

Protests
erupted after

killing of 
popular singer

LONDON: (Left to right) Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson, Staff Nurse Luis Pitarma and Ward Sister
Jenny McGee share a joke as the Prime Minister talks to the NHS staff that cared for him while he was in
Intensive Care in central London. — AFP 

ZAGREB: Croatian Prime Minister and leader of the
Croatian Democratic Union party (HDZ) Andrej Plenkovic
(center) celebrates with party members after declaring
the victory on parliamentary elections at the garden of
the Archaeological Museum in Zagreb. — AFP 

When coronavirus
robs you the 
‘sense of smell’
PARIS: “What I miss most is the smell of my son
when I kiss him, the smell of my wife’s body,” says
Jean-Michel Maillard. Anosmia-the loss of one’s
sense of smell-may be an invisible handicap, but is
psychologically difficult to live with and has no real
treatment, he says. And it is the price that an increas-
ing number of people are paying after surviving a
brush with the coronavirus, with some facing a seem-
ingly long-term inability to smell. “Anosmia cuts you
off from the smells of life, it’s a torture,” says Maillard,
president of anosmie.org, a French group designed to
help sufferers. If you have the condition you can no
longer breathe in the smell of your first morning cof-
fee, smell the cut grass of a freshly mown lawn or
even “the reassuring smell of soap on your skin when
you’re preparing for a meeting”, he says.

You only truly become aware of your sense of
smell when you lose it, says Maillard, who lost his
own following an accident. And it is not just the
olfactory pleasures you lose. He points out that
people with anosmia are unable to smell smoke
from a fire, gas from a leak, or a poorly washed
dustbin. Eating is a completely different experience
too, as so much of what we appreciate in food is
what we can smell, says Alain Corre, an ear, nose
and throat specialist at the Hopital-Fondation
Rothschild in Paris. “There are dozens of causes of
anosmia,” he says, including nasal polyps, chronic
rhinitis, diabetes, Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s.

Now the new coronavirus has been added to that
list, says Corre-with the symptom alone allowing a
diagnosis of COVID-19 in some cases. “When peo-
ple lose their sense of smell and don’t get it back,
we note a real change in the quality of life and a lev-
el of depression that is not insignificant,” he adds.
The problem is when the condition persists, he says.
“To be deprived of your sense of smell for a month,
it’s not serious,” says Maillard. “Two months, it starts
to become a problem. But after six months, you’re all
alone under a bell jar. “There’s a psychological
aspect to this which is very difficult to live with,” he
insists. “You need to get help.” There is no specific
treatment for the condition. You have to address the
cause, says Corre, but “the problem of the anosmias
linked to the virus is that often, the treatment of the
viral infection has no effect on your smell.
“According to the first numbers, around 80 percent
of patients suffering from COVID-19 recover spon-
taneously in less than a month and often even faster,
in eight to 10 days.” For others, however, it could be
that the disease has destroyed their olfactory neu-
rons-the ones that detect smells. — AFP

ST PAUL: Members of the Oromo community watch fireworks as they gather to celebrate the life of musi-
cian and revolutionary Hachalu Hundessa at the Oromo Community Center in St Paul, Minnesota. — AFP 


