
Deadly Japan 
floods kill 50
TOKYO: Driving rain hampered the efforts of
tens of thousands of rescue workers in south-
western Japan yesterday as they searched for
survivors from deadly floods and landslides,
with more torrential downpours forecast.
Around 50 people were feared dead after
heavy rain lashed areas of western Japan
beginning early Saturday, causing rivers to
burst their banks and flood low-lying regions.

Bad weather was preventing some rescue
efforts, local officials said, with at least 13
people still unaccounted for. “Because of the
heavy rain, we were forced to cancel some
emergency flights of helicopters over the dis-
aster zone,” Tsubasa Miyamoto, an official
from the Kumamoto region, told AFP.
Although the rain has eased from its peak, the
floods washed away roads and bridges, leav-
ing many in isolated communities cut off. A
local firefighter in the western region of
Kagoshima told AFP they had deployed boats
to rescue 11 people, but conditions were mak-
ing it hard to reach others stranded. 

“Calls came from people telling us that
they wanted to flee their home but they could
not do it on their own,” he said. “Some roads
are submerged and you cannot drive through
them.” In one of the hardest-hit areas, resi-
dents wrote out the words “rice, water, SOS”
on the ground, while others waved towels and
called for rescue and relief goods. At a nurs-
ing home for the elderly, 14 people were
feared dead when water from a nearby river
inundated the ground floor, leaving those in

wheelchairs unable to reach higher ground.
Emergency services, aided by locals in rafts,
managed to rescue around 50 staff and resi-
dents from the facility, bringing them to safe-
ty by boat.

Heavy rain is expected to continue through
Tuesday afternoon and the Japan
Meteorological Agency issued a non-com-
pulsory evacuation order for around half a
million people in southwestern Japan. Up to
250 millimeters of rain is expected in the 24-
hour period through Tuesday morning in the
southern part of Kyushu Island, which
includes areas already hit hard by the flood-
ing, the agency said. “It’s such a mess,” resi-
dent Hirotoshi Nishi told public broadcaster
NHK as he swept debris from his mud-strewn
front room. “Many pieces of wood came into
my house. I don’t know what to do.” Hirokazu
Kosaki, a 75-year-old bus driver in the town
of Ashikita, told Jiji press: “It was nothing but
water as far as I could see.”

Evacuation orders 
Evacuation efforts are also being ham-

pered by fears of spreading the coronavirus
that has claimed almost 1,000 victims in
Japan, with close to 20,000 cases. Partitions
have been set up at evacuation centers to
keep distance between families and evacuees
are made to wash their hands frequently, san-
itize and wear face masks. For some local
business owners already battered by coron-
avirus, the natural disaster has compounded
their problems. Yuji Hashimoto, who runs a
tourism bureau in the hot-spring resort in
Yatsushiro, one of the flood-hit cities in
Kumamoto, told AFP that the “beautiful
tourism spot dramatically changed overnight.”
“The damage was beyond our imagination.
It’s literally a bolt from the blue... The disaster
is a double-whammy as our hot spring resort
was struggling to weather the impact of coro-
navirus. We don’t know what will happen to
us next,” he said. — AFP 

Indian soldiers ‘caught by surprise’ 
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AHMEDABAD: Supporters of Gujarat state Congress pay homage to Indian soldiers, who were killed in a recent clash with Chinese forces in the Galwan valley area, during a peace gathering at a war memorial in
Ahmedabad. — AFP 

Three of the dead men had their ‘arteries ruptured in the neck’
NEW DELHI: Indian soldiers who died in close
combat with Chinese troops last month were
unarmed and surrounded by a larger force on a steep
ridge, Indian government sources, two soldiers
deployed in the area and families of the fallen men
said. One of the Indian soldiers had his throat slit
with metal nails in the darkness, his father told
Reuters, saying he had been told by a fellow soldier
who was there. 

Others fell to their deaths in the freezing waters of
the Galwan river in the western Himalayas, relatives
have learned from witnesses. Twenty Indian soldiers
died in the June 15 clash on the de facto border sepa-
rating the two armies. The soldiers all belonged to the
16th Bihar Regiment deployed in the Galwan region.
No shots were fired, but it was the biggest loss of life
in combat between the nuclear-armed neighbors
since 1967, when the simmering border dispute
flared into deadly battles. 

Reuters spoke to relatives of 13 of the men who
were killed, and in five cases they produced death
certificates listing horrific injuries suffered during the
six-hour night-time clash at 14,000 ft amid remote,
barren mountains. Reuters contacted the military
hospital in India’s Ladakh region where the bodies
were brought. The hospital declined to comment on
the cause of death and said that the bodies were sent
to the families along with the death certificates.

Reuters also spoke to two soldiers of the Bihar
Regiment deployed in the area, who were among
those who accompanied the bodies of fallen col-
leagues to their homes in the area. They were not
directly involved in the melee. The soldiers cannot be
named because of military rules and all the families
asked for anonymity because they said they were not

supposed to speak about military matters. The Indian
defense ministry did not respond to a request for
comment on the fighting on June 15.

In response to a Reuters query, a China foreign
ministry spokesperson repeated previous statements
blaming the Indian side for crossing the de facto bor-
der and provoking the Chinese. “When Chinese offi-
cers and soldiers went there to negotiate, they were
suddenly and violently attacked by the Indian

troops,” the spokesperson said. “The rights and
wrongs of the incident are very clear. The responsi-
bility absolutely does not lie with the Chinese.” China
has not provided evidence of Indian aggression.
China’s defense ministry did not respond to a request
for comment.

‘Arteries ruptured’
Three of the dead men had their “arteries rup-

tured in the neck” and two sustained head injuries
caused by “sharp or pointed objects”, the death cer-
tificates seen by Reuters said. There were visible
marks on the neck and forehead, all five documents
said. “It was a free-for-all, they fought with whatever

they could lay their hands on - rods, sticks, and even
with their bare hands,” said a government official in
Delhi briefed on the clash. The Indian government
has said that the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) act-
ed in a premeditated manner, but it has not provided
a full account of the clash that stunned the country
and stoked popular anger against China.

China has dismissed an Indian government minis-
ter’s claim that China had lost 40 soldiers from the
PLA’s western theatre command deployed in Galwan.
Its envoy to Delhi suggested in remarks to local
media and posted on the embassy website that there
had been losses on both sides. “The Indian army sud-
denly and violently attacked the Chinese officers and
soldiers who went for negotiation, causing fierce
physical conflicts and casualties between the two
sides,” Sun Weidong said.

Indian government officials have told Reuters that
the conflict began when the commanding officer of
the Bihar regiment led a small party to Patrol Point 14
to verify whether the Chinese had made good their
promise to withdraw from the disputed site and dis-
mantle structures they had built there. But instead
they came under attack by Chinese soldiers using
iron rods and wooden clubs with nails studded in
them on a narrow ledge barely four metres wide
overlooking the Galwan river.

Bodies found in river
In recent weeks the world’s two most populous

countries have mobilized more forces along the 3,488
km Line of Actual Control (LAC), and the renewed
hostilities have triggered a diplomatic and commer-
cial spat that threatens to escalate, experts including
former Indian military officers say. The possibility

that unarmed Indian soldiers were overrun by a larg-
er force could further fuel resentment against China
and raise questions about why Indian soldiers were
sent to a tense frontline without being armed.

“How dare China kill our unarmed soldiers. Why
were our soldiers sent unarmed to martyrdom?”
Rahul Gandhi, leader of the main opposition
Congress party wrote in a tweet, demanding the
government provide a full account. A relative of one
of the soldiers who accompanied Colonel Santosh
Babu, the commanding officer, to the site of two tents
erected by the Chinese troops told Reuters that
members of the Indian patrol were unarmed.

They were confronted by a small group of
Chinese soldiers and an argument ensued over the
tents and a small observation tower the relative said,
on the basis of conversations with two other soldiers
who were present. Reuters was unable to establish all
of the details of what happened, but government offi-
cials in New Delhi briefed on the incident said that at
some point Indian troops took down the observation
post and the tents because they were on India’s side
of the LAC. Soon after the Indian side came under
attack from a large Chinese force that pelted them
with stones and attacked them with sharp-edged
weapons, according to the families of three dead
Indian soldiers, based on conversations they had with
survivors. Some soldiers retreated to safety on the
ridgeline in the darkness, but when they could not
find the commanding officer, they re-emerged and
came under fresh attack, four family members said.
Babu was among those killed in the fighting, the
Indian government said. One of the soldiers deployed
in the area that Reuters spoke to said the Indian
patrol was outnumbered by the PLA. —Reuters
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ASHIKITA: A road is destroyed following torrential rain near the Kuma river in Ashikita, Kumamoto pre-
fecture yesterday.— AFP 

Lebanon clerics blast 
politicians as hunger 
and hardship bite
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s Christian authorities slammed politicians on
Sunday for failing to remedy an economic meltdown that has left
many poor, piling pressure on the country’s leaders as it spirals
deeper into crisis. In a sermon, Maronite Patriarch Bechara Boutros
Al-Rai, the top Christian cleric, accused politicians of thinking only
of their own vested interests and urged the president to take action.
“It appears politicians want to hide their responsibility in emptying
the treasury and not enact any reforms,” he said. Hopes of salvation
through an IMF deal have retreated, with the government unwilling
or unable to enact reforms, hamstrung by the conflicting agendas of
sectarian leaders who don’t want to yield power or privileges.

The crisis, which has decimated the local currency and raised
fears of mass hunger, is seen as the biggest threat to Lebanon’s
stability since its 1975-1990 civil war. “Political officials...do not
have the courage nor the freedom to meet and find ways out of the
suffering,” Rai said. He warned this was depriving the country of
help it needs from foreign donors. Economic woes, rooted in state
waste and corruption, came to the fore last year after capital
inflows slowed and protests erupted against leaders in power since
the war. Lebanon’s sectarian political system parcels out state
posts based on religious sect, with the presidency reserved for a
Maronite Christian.

The largest Christian bloc, President Michel Aoun’s Free
Patriotic Movement, is close to the Iran-backed Shiite Hezbollah
movement. Both backed the current cabinet, which took office in
January. In another sermon in a central Beirut church, Greek
Orthodox Archbishop Elias Audi also lambasted the political elite
on Sunday. “Oh respected leaders, I address whatever conscience
remains in you,” he said. — Reuters


