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Kuwait an increasingly important
partner to the EU: Ambassador Tudor

US and GCC

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  

By Muna Al-Fuzai 

local spotlight

Amidst the US presidential election cam-
paign, a wave of public anger against
racism and the coronavirus pandemic,

many of us are following analyses, statements
and predictions published in the American
media, especially since Gulf countries’ interests
are closely linked with American policy, and per-
haps today this is stronger than ever. The big
question is what the 2020 US presidential elec-
tion means for the Middle East and the Gulf
countries (GCC)?

When US President Donald Trump entered
the White House in Jan 2017, leaders from the
region welcomed him and prepared themselves
to deal with the new administration. GCC offi-
cials congratulated the new president then and
expressed their hope to strengthen the
decades-old partnerships between their coun-
tries and the United States.

US-GCC relations have strengthened
through time, despite political conflicts and eco-
nomic challenges in the area. Ties between the
two sides have been stable even with differences
in political agendas between the Republicans
and the Democrats. I believe the relationship
was maintained by mutual interests and stable
leaderships.   

While we are witnessing massive global
changes over many issues, I don’t expect a huge
alteration in US policy towards Gulf countries.
Maybe the winner of the upcoming election may
have a different perspective or agenda towards
Iran’s uranium enrichment program and the
sanctions that have been imposed on Tehran for
the past three years. But will we witness varia-
tions regarding Iraq, Syria and Yemen?

I remember very well that in 2017, I published
an article in Kuwait Times in which I wrote that
US policy has general rules, which none of the
incoming presidents - whether Republican or
Democrat - will disagree or ignore. Today, after
four years, and with new elections looming, such
expectations have returned, but in difficult cir-
cumstances all over the world with the contin-
ued spread of the coronavirus and a wave of
public anger.

I am following the upcoming US elections be-
cause the results are important to us in the Mid-
dle East, especially Gulf countries. The decisions
that are taken there will have a direct impact on
our lives for years. I enjoy following American
electoral debates, especially since elections in
the Arab world differ from elections in Western
countries. 

Although the goal is known, the mechanisms
and tools for monitoring the electoral process
are diverse and open to the public. The candi-
dates also are subject to difficult debates and
confrontations that involve revealing much of
their personal and practical lives. That is some-
thing we are not familiar with in the Arab world.
The electoral process in the United States of
America is a very complex and competitive
process, and the media plays a strong role in the
process.

The Arab world faces a dilemma in consoli-
dating the concept of democracy because many
countries face the fact that elections entrench
differences. Even after the elections are over, the
division is usually on sectarian or intellectual
bases, which is the most dangerous, even with
public participation. In many cases, elections
lead to the emergence of other problems. 

The economy is essential - this is a fact.
What is happening in America is undoubtedly
a private matter, but the American economy is
affected by the results of elections, just as
American decisions affect us directly, espe-
cially as we are oil-producing states. I believe
speculations about the impact of the US elec-
tions on the Middle East will begin early, so I
will join the millions watching the situation and
hoping for good.

List of countries whose citizens are allowed into EU reviewed every two weeks
By Dr Cristian Tudor, Ambassador of the 
European Union to the State of Kuwait

As Kuwait and the EU emerge from the
COVID-19 pandemic, the outlook on the
future of our bilateral relations is excel-

lent in all fields: political, economic, social and
cultural. In just a few days from now, we will
mark the first anniversary of the establishment,
on July 14, 2019, of a fully-fledged EU Delega-
tion in Kuwait. On that occasion, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Kuwait joined the High Rep-
resentative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and

Security Policy in jointly inaugurating the Dele-
gation offices at the Al-Hamra tower. By open-
ing an EU Delegation to Kuwait, the EU
increased its footprint in the Gulf, enabling us
to deepen further our engagement both with
Kuwait and with other the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries. Contacts at high-level
between the EU and Kuwait continue, just last
week - one day before the 4th Brussels Confer-
ence on Syria - an important phone call took
place between the High Representative of the
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Josep Borrell and his Kuwaiti counterpart,
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

Important partner
The EU considers the State of Kuwait as an

increasingly important partner and our ambition
is to have a comprehensive and multi-dimen-
sional cooperation covering political dialogue,
economy and trade, sectoral and regional coop-
eration. The relations between the EU and
Kuwait have been historically strong. Kuwait
has played a key role in promoting region-to-
region engagement between the EU and the
GCC under the framework of the 1988 EU-GCC
Cooperation Agreement. More recently, our bi-
lateral relations have experi-
enced a major impetus.
Kuwait was the first country
in the Gulf to sign a Cooper-
ation Arrangement with the
European External Action
Service (EEAS) in July 2016
that provides a platform for
regular political consultations
covering common regional
challenges in the Middle East
and beyond. The second EU-Kuwait meeting of
Senior Officials on the implementation of the
Cooperation Arrangement is set to take place on
July 16, 2020 under the joint leadership of
Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for Euro-
pean Affairs Ambassador Walid Al-Khobaizi and
the Managing Director for Middle East and
North Africa of the EEAS Fernando Gentilini.
This meeting will be held via video-teleconfer-
ence taking account of the continuation of
COVID-19 related travel restrictions and social
distancing measures.

EU-Kuwait relations are by no means limited
to official government-level engagement and
are deepened and enriched further by people-
to-people exchanges, business-to-business di-
alogue, education and parliamentary exchanges
as well as cultural diplomacy. The visit of a del-
egation from the European Parliament to Kuwait
in December 2018 was hosted by the National
Assembly and will, we expect, be reciprocated
as soon as conditions permit with a return visit
to Brussels by Kuwaiti parliamentarians. The full
resumption of contacts at all levels will of

course depend on how well we manage to con-
tain the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic in the EU
and in Kuwait, as re-opening our borders will
very much depend on the success of these ef-
forts. After several very difficult weeks when the
WHO designated Europe as the epicenter of the
crisis, the EU has by now as a whole finally man-
aged to “flatten the curve” and our Member
States are now carefully and gradually re-open-
ing their economies and our borders - internal
and external.

Gradual lifting
The EU Member States agreed on June 30 to

issue a recommendation for a partial and grad-
ual lifting as from July 1 of the temporary re-
strictions on non-essential travel to the EU+
Schengen (all EU Member States with the ex-
ception of Ireland plus the four non-EU Schen-
gen Member States) that have been in force
since mid-March 2020. This recommendation
features a list of just 14 countries whose resi-
dents will be permitted to enter for ‘non-essen-
tial’ travel. The main criteria for determining the
list is public health: residents of those countries
that have a similar or lower rate of infection as
the EU average over the last 14-day period and
in which the trend of new cases over a 14-day

period is stable or decreasing
were considered for inclu-
sion. A second criterion dur-
ing this first phase of the
re-opening is reciprocity -
that is, does the country in
question already now or will
soon allow EU nationals to
enter for non-essential
travel?

While it is true that neither
Kuwait nor any of the GCC members were in-
cluded in this first list, it is important to under-
stand that the list will be reviewed every two
weeks so that changes in the epidemiological
situation (based on data provided by the EU
Centre for Disease Control and the World Health
Organization, complemented by qualitative in-
formation provided by EU Delegations in third
countries) can be taken into account for the
purpose of updating the list. Countries will be
added whose epidemiological situation has im-
proved and countries can be removed whose
situation has deteriorated. Therefore, this is a
first list and not a last list. 

It is also very important to understand that
the temporary restrictions introduced for non-
essential travel already since mid-March - and
that remain in force until further notice for the
vast majority of countries - were neither in-
tended nor implemented as a blanket ban. EU
citizens and their family members as well as
long-term EU residents and  their family mem-
bers are exempted as are a long list of travellers
with an essential function or need. These trav-

ellers can be: healthcare professionals, frontier
workers, seasonal workers in agriculture, trans-
port personnel, diplomats and staff of interna-
tional organizations, passengers in transit,
passengers travelling for imperative family rea-
sons, seafarers, persons in need of international
protection or for other humanitarian reasons,
third-country nationals travelling for the pur-
pose of study and highly-qualified third-coun-
try workers if their employment is necessary
from an economic perspective and the work
cannot be postponed or performed abroad. 

Highly valued 
Visitors from Kuwait are indeed highly valued

in Europe. Considering the great economic im-
portance of tourism to many of our EU Member
States, the decision to begin lifting the tempo-
rary travel restrictions to the EU in a phased and
gradual manner following strict public health
criteria was not taken easily. As the Ambassador
of the EU to Kuwait, allow me to state with full
sincerity that I look very much forward to the
inclusion of Kuwait on the list as soon as the
public health criteria are met. 

The pandemic is a global challenge. I would
like to use this opportunity to commend
Kuwait’s response to it. I believe Kuwait re-
sponded firmly to the situation and began
swiftly to take measures to protect the health
and safety of people living in the country. The
EU Delegation to Kuwait takes note of the pos-
itive daily recovery cases. It is important for all
of us to continue to abide by the health author-
ities’ directives. The EU Delegation to Kuwait
would like to express gratitude to all MoH staff,
front liners and volunteers that are supporting
Kuwait’s response to the pandemic. 

Dr Cristian Tudor
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