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In My View

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
received on Sunday at Seif Palace Chairman of 
Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha) 
Abdulaziz Al-Ibrahim and board members on the 
occasion of taking their offices. His Highness the 

Prime Minister, addressing the guests, alluded to 
instructions by His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to combat 
corruption, protect public funds, refute baseless 
allegations broadcast by some outlets and social 
media sites, as well as his underlining of the 

necessity to affirm law sovereignty. Moreover, 
His Highness the Premier cited His Highness the 
Amir as underlining that it is the responsibility of 
the government and the Ant i-Corrupt ion 
Authority to fight corruption through coopera-
tion. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled pledged the gov-

ernment would put all its resources at disposal of 
such cooperation and supporting various State 
sectors to boost integrity and transparency, as 
well as for combating corruption, expressing 
good wishes to the new chairman and board 
members. — KUNA

Kuwait premier hosts newly 
assigned Nazaha officials

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha) board members. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait may retender or even cancel 
the Dabdaba solar power project given a long 

delay in awarding the tender and the current pan-
demic cris is . Kuwait  National  Petroleum 
Company, which is overseeing the project, is 
awaiting government approval for either the 
awarding to the tender to the lowest bidder at KD 
439 mill ion or canceling the current tender, 
reported Al-Rai Arabic newspaper. Bidding for 

the solar power project, which would be the 
largest in Kuwait, has been extended several 
times since the tender was published in 2019. 
Four companies have been shortlisted but their 
bank guarantees expire mid-July. Dabdaba is 
planned to produce 1.5GW of electricity to 
Kuwait’s power consumption.

Solar power 
project at risk?

Coronavirus in Kuwait: What we know so far
KUWAIT: Kuwait has recorded 49,941 cases infected 
with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) as of Sunday, in 
addition to 368 deaths. With the exception of 157 cases 
in intensive care, all infected cases are in stable condition 
and are recovering in quarantined locations designated 
by the government for this purpose, while thousands have 
been discharged from quarantine after exhibiting no 
symptoms during their 14-day quarantine period, the 
Ministry of Health confirmed. Meanwhile, 41,001 people 
have recovered completely after previously being infect-
ed with the virus, while there are 8,572 people receiving 
treatment. 

 
Curfew 

Kuwait imposed a three-week partial curfew starting 
May 31 (from 6:00 pm to 6:00 am), as part of a five-
phase plan for a gradual return to normal life, brought to 
a standstill by the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). The 
curfew hours were later reduced to start on 7:00 pm and 
end at 5:00 am, starting from June 21, 2020. The first 
phase includes a total lockdown on Farwaniya, Khaitan, 
and Hawally, joining Mahboula and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh 
which were put under lockdown earlier. The lockdown 
ended in Hawally and Khaitan on June 21, 2020, and will 
be lifted on Mahboula and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh on July 9, 
2020. Activities resumed in the first phase included home 
deliveries of restaurants, telecommunication companies, 
food retailers, companies’ transportation of employees, 
gas stations, private clinics and car workshops. 

Kuwait moved to the second phase starting from June 
30, 2020. The second phase saw the curfew shortened to 
be between 8:00 pm and 5:00 am, while resuming work 
in the government and private sectors with the workforce 
being less than 30 percent, in addition to resumption of 
constructions, banking sector, pickups from restaurants, 
as well as reopening of commercial complexes, malls, 
parks, and other places of leisure between 10:00 am and 
06:00 pm. 

The third phase would see an end of curfew, and 
health authorities would be assessing situation of areas 
under lockdown. It would see increase of workforce to 
less than 50 percent. Visits for social care homes would 
be allowed, reopening of hotels, resorts and hotel apart-
ments. Taxis will be allowed to operate with only one 
passenger, and mosques would be allowed to perform 
Friday prayers. 

Phase four would see an increase in workforce, 
restaurants would be receiving customers but with 
restrictions, and public transportation resumed but with 
distancing. All activities would resume in phase five, gov-
ernment and private sector returned to normal, families 
could gather, weddings and graduation ceremonies, 

health clubs and gyms to reopen, as well as cinemas and 
theaters.  

Mosques in the so-called ‘model residential areas’ 
reopened their doors for worshippers on June 10 amid 
strict health precautionary measures. Minister of Justice 
and Islamic Affairs Mohammad Al-Afasi said that 
mosques in commercial, markets and heavily-populated 
areas will remain closed for the time being. Worshippers 
must wear face masks, keep social distancing between 
queues and between worshippers must be strictly 
observed. Worshippers must bring their own mats so they 
do not get in contact with mosque carpets. Mosques will 
reopen five minutes before prayer time and close 10 min-
utes after prayer. 

Earlier, Kuwait imposed a total curfew from May 10 to 
May 30, allowing room for people to walk out for daily 
exercise between 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm, and to shop at co-
ops and supermarkets once every six days during the 
curfew hours by making an appointment through 
www.moci.shop. Before that, Kuwait enforced a country-
wide partial curfew from 5:00 pm to 6:00 am, which was 
later extended to start from 4:00 pm until 8:00 am during 
Ramadan, while allowing restaurants and food stores to 
make home deliveries from 5:00 pm until 1:00 am. The 
government also locked down Mahboula and Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh in a bid to contain the spread of the virus and 
enable health workers to test inhabitants. Earlier, the gov-
ernment decided to close all shopping malls, beauty 
salons and barber shops as part of its measures to pre-
vent the spread of the coronavirus. The government also 
allowed supermarkets, restaurants and shops to host a 
maximum of five people at a time and in case there are 
lines, the distance must be at least one meter between 
people. The Ministry of Commerce launched a website 
(www.moci.shop) to enable people to book appointments 
to shop at co-operative societies in their areas. The 
Public Authority for Industry also announced that com-
panies can apply to evacuate their workers from Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh and Mahboula. To do so, they must fill a ‘work-
ers evacuation form’ available on www.pai.gov.kw, and 
send the form via email to: Jasiri@moh.gov.kw. 

 
Precautions 

Kuwait halted all commercial flights until further 
notice, and has sent special flights to repatriate Kuwaitis 
back home from countries affected with the virus’ 
spread. Kuwait took all measures to test Kuwaitis repa-
triated from infected areas for potential infection. 
Kuwait had required all expatriates who arrived from 
travel on March 1 and beyond to visit Kuwait 
International Fairground where the Ministry of Health 
has set up a center to test people for possible infection. 

Meanwhile, the Cabinet announced on April 9 the oper-
ation of all airline flights for expats who are wishing to 
return back to their countries. Authorities also 
announced a public holiday in the country from March 
12 to May 28, with work resuming on May 31, while 
entities providing vital services will remain open. 
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education has suspended 
classes at all public and private schools (for both stu-
dents and teaching staffs); first from March 1 to March 
12, and later extended it until March 29, before eventu-
ally suspending schools until August for grade 12 and 
October for other stages. State departments have been 
on high alert to take precautions against the potential 
spread of the virus. The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry has taken measures to make sure that facial 
masks, hand sanitizers and other goods remain accessi-
ble to the public. 

Kuwait suspended issuing entry permits and visas 
unless those issued through diplomatic missions. The 
Interior Ministry issued an amnesty allowing residency 
violators to leave the country between April 1 and April 
30 without paying any fines or airfare with a chance to 
return to Kuwait later. The amnesty was issued in view 
of the circumstances the country is currently going 
through and as part of the precautionary measures tak-
en to fight the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). During 
the amnesty period, individuals desiring to procure valid 
residencies in Kuwait and were willing to pay the fines 
without being subjected to investigations were allowed 
to pay the fines and legalize their status if they meet the 
required conditions.  

 
 

Hotlines 
The Ministry of Health has set the following hotlines 

to receive inquiries about the coronavirus 24/7: 
24970967 - 96049698 - 99048619. 

The Education Ministry set the following hotlines to 
receive inquiries on school closures related to the anti-
coronavirus measures: 

 
• 24970967 (24/7 hotline) 
• 51575591 (Capital Educational Zone) 
• 51576117 (Hawally Educational Zone) 
• 51576576 (Farwaniya Educational Zone) 
• 51577055 (Jahra Educational Zone) 
• 51577655 (Ahmadi Educational Zone) 
• 51577951 (Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educational Zone) 
• 51578171 (Religious Studies Department) 
• 51588599 (Private Education Department) 
• 51592515 (Services Department) 
• 51594544 (Public Relations Department) 

Watching the newscast two days ago, 
I saw a segment about a man who 
was not able to sit around and be 

idle during the pandemic, and as the promi-
nent rule was to stay at home, an idea came 
across his mind to recycle and make use of 
things that are usually discarded and thrown 
away. The man collected used tires and empty 
oil barrels in his backyard and started to paint 
them. Then he asked city officials if he can use 
his creations to decorate a street.  

He got the approval and the idea caught 
their attention. The city backed him and he 
started getting paid for it. The man used the 
barrels to make bathroom sinks and other 
things, to the point that he is receiving orders 
today to customize things out of items other-
wise thrown away for his steadily growing 
clientele. He said that he is seriously thinking 
about turning this into a career.  

This is a prime example of using spare time 
in a positive fashion, which protects the envi-
ronment, in addition to making a living out of it 
at the same time instead of spending time on 
the couch watching TV, eating and sleeping. 
Unemployment is an ugly word and unpleasant 
situation - it keeps one always worried about 
their tomorrow and future and how things will 
be. Employment means that there is a source 
of income for families and individuals. 

Yes, education is very important and must 
be pursued, but under the current circum-
stances education must be targeted and 
directed towards needed skills, because grad-
uates are entering the marketplace only to be 
turned away because their specialty is not 
required. In fact is some specialties are over-
saturated, and sometimes governments suffer 
from masked unemployment because they are 
compelled to employ a certain number of 
youth even if they are not actually needed. 

There are some countries that take fresh 
graduates and retrain them or give them new 
skills to be able to accommodate them in 
needed areas and make them productive, 
rather than keeping them idle or giving them 
support for doing nothing. It is not bad for the 
youth to find something they are good at and 
become pioneers and create their own busi-
nesses, and believe me the government will be 
behind every sincere and feasible effort. 

Staying home is bad from all aspects and 
may cause psychological and domestic prob-
lems, and this must be avoided. Make this your 
first day on the right track - let’s go! 

Final word: “The pioneering spirit is less 
about thinking up new ideas as ridding our-
selves of dogmas and habits that hold us cap-
tive in thinking.” — Bertrand Piccard
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So their operational beds are taken up,” said Lina 

Hidalgo, chief executive of Texas’s Harris County, 
which includes Houston. 

Steve Adler, the mayor of Austin, Texas, also 
expressed concern that the healthcare system could 
buckle as the disease spreads rapidly. “If we don’t 
change the trajectory, then I am within two weeks of 
having our hospitals overrun. And in our ICUs, I 
could be 10 days away from that,” he told CNN. The 
US is now recording 40,000 new cases a day, with a 
peak of 57,000 on Friday alone. 

In South Africa, dozens of military medics were 
deployed on Sunday after a surge in infections in 
East Cape province. Like India, South Africa imposed 
some of the strictest stay-at-home measures in the 
world in late March in a bid to limit the spread of 
COVID-19, but the number of infections is rising dai-
ly as lockdown rules are gradually eased.  

Iran announced 163 new deaths, the country’s 
highest official one-day toll since the outbreak 
began, while Morocco discovered an outbreak in a 
fish-canning factory, with 300,000 inhabitants 
placed under lockdown. Latin America’s grim virus 
battle continued, with Chile passing 10,000 deaths 
on Sunday, while Mexico has had 30,000 fatalities. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of drones lit up the night 
sky in Seoul for a spectacular showcase of motiva-
tional and awareness messages as the world battles 
the coronavirus pandemic. Three hundred unmanned 
aerial vehicles were programmed to form images 

above the Han river - which runs through the South 
Korean capital - for the eye-catching flash mob. 

The show began with messages reminding people 
of key precautionary measures, including wearing 
masks, washing hands and keeping a two-meter dis-
tance from others. The drones created images of a 
mask surrounded by coronavirus particles, quickly 
shuffling to form two hands and water droplets 
against the dark night sky. 

The 10-minute show shifted to messages of grati-
tude for medical personnel in the frontlines of the 
pandemic as well as all South Koreans for their col-
lective efforts. “THANKS TO YOU,” the drones 
wrote in the sky next to a heart shape, then formed a 
silhouette of the Korean peninsula with the message: 
“Cheer up, Republic of Korea.” The government-
organized event on Saturday night was not adver-
tised in advance in consideration of social distancing 
rules, the transport ministry said.  — Agencies  

India surges to 
third highest in...


