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News in brief
Oil production resumes  
 
DUBAI: Oil production resumed early July at 
the Wafra oilfield, shared by Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia, after a five-year halt, the Kuwaiti oil 
ministry said on Twitter yesterday. Production 
also resumed at another shared field, Khafji, on 
July 1, after a one-month halt, it said. Output 
from Khafji oilfield is expected to be about 
80,000 barrels per day on July 1, before rising 
to 100,000 bpd two month later. Production is 
expected to reach 175,000 bpd by end of the 
year. Wafra field’s initial output is expected at 
10,000 bpd, before rising to 70,000 bpd at the 
end of August, and then up to 145,000 bpd by 
the end of 2020. — Reuters  

NEW DELHI: India yesterday 
became the third-highest coronavirus 
caseload in the world, as officials 
warned hospitals in the United States 
were in danger of being overwhelmed 
by a surge in infections. Despite signs 
of progress in parts of Europe - where 
the Louvre in Paris reopened yester-
day - total global infections are fast 
approaching 11.5 million, with more 
than 533,000 deaths. 

The Indian government - like many 
around the world - has gradually lifted 
virus restrictions to help the battered 
economy, but the number of cases has 
continued to climb, with 24,000 
reported in 24 hours to take the total 
to nearly 700,000 yesterday. India’s 
major cities including New Delhi and 
Mumbai are the hardest-hit, and critics 
say too few tests are being conducted 
and that many COVID-19 infections 
are likely to go undiagnosed. 

The surge has forced authorities in 
India to convert hotels, wedding halls, 
a spiritual center and even railway 
coaches to help provide care to coron-
avirus patients. The Kerala state capi-
tal, Thiruvananthapuram imposed a 
new lockdown from yesterday with 
public transport shut and only pharma-
cies allowed to open. The clampdown 
came after hundreds of new cases 
were reported across the state, which 
had been praised for its action to cur-
tail the pandemic. 

And in Australia, where the virus 
outbreak had largely been brought 
under control, a new spike in cases in 
Melbourne forced authorities to effec-
tively seal off the state of Victoria from 
the rest of the country. There was an 
illustration of the lingering threat of the 
virus in Fiji, with the Pacific nation con-
firming yesterday its 78-day run with-
out any cases had ended with a 66-
year-old man testing positive. 

The US - the worst-hit nation - has 
struggled to respond to the devasta-
tion wrought by the virus, with its 
national death toll rising to nearly 
130,000 out of 2.8 million confirmed 
cases, and many states hit by increas-
ing infections after lockdowns were 
eased. Hospital beds are full in parts of 
Texas, while calls for fresh stay-at-
home orders are growing. Some may-
ors have said their cities reopened too 
early, as President Donald Trump tried 
to downplay the disease that has 
gripped much of the country. 

The annual July 4 holiday weekend 
was overshadowed by growing evi-
dence that the fractured pandemic 
response has exacted a heavy price 
across the south and west of the coun-
try, after previous hotspots such as 
New York emerged from the worst of 
the virus. “Our hospitals here in Harris 
County, Houston, and 33 other cities... 
they’re into surge capacities.  
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Hundreds of drones light up Seoul sky with virus messages 

SEOUL: This handout photo released yesterday shows a drone display showing messages of support for the country amid the COVID-19 
pandemic above the Han River. — AFP 

New hajj health measures  
 
CAIRO: Saudi Arabia announced health proto-
cols to prevent the spread of the new coron-
avirus in the 2020 hajj season, banning gather-
ings and meetings between pilgrims, the state 
news agency said yesterday. Touching the 
Kaaba will be banned during the hajj this year, 
and a social distancing space of a meter and a 
half between each pilgrim during the rituals 
including mass prayers and while in the Kaaba 
circling area will be imposed. — Reuters  

Israel launches spy satellite  
 
JERUSALEM: Israel yesterday launched a new 
spy satellite that it said would provide high-
quality surveillance for its military intelligence. 
Israel has been building up its surveillance 
capabilities to monitor enemies such as Iran, 
whose nuclear program it sees as a major threat. 
The satellite, called Ofek 16, was shot into space 
early yesterday morning from a site in central 
Israel by a locally-developed Shavit rocket, 
which was used to launch previous Ofek satel-
lites. The first images will be received in about a 
week. — Reuters 

By B Izzak 
  

KUWAIT: The Assembly’s human rights panel yes-
terday discussed with the interior minister a number 
of issues including visa trading, prisoners and the 
living conditions of workers in isolated areas. Head 
of the panel MP Adel Al-Damkhi said the committee 
discussed the situation of expatriate workers living 
in locked down areas (Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, 
Mahboula and Farwaniya) and the number of work-

ers living in one room in a bid to safeguard their 
basic rights. 

Damkhi said the committee also discussed the 
civil and social rights of stateless people (bedoons) 
and visits to jails, adding that a total of 2,200 pris-
oners will be pardoned and around 1,000 others 
will have their jail terms reduced. Damkhi said the 
committee demanded that the government release 
certificates to bedoon graduates to be able to seek 
jobs. 

MP Yousef Al-Fadhalah called yesterday on the 
health ministry to allow the private sector to carry 
out coronavirus tests which are currently limited to 
the government sector. His call comes after it has 
become increasingly difficult for people to take the 
tests at public clinics and hospitals. 

Meanwhile, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem said yesterday the National Assembly 

will not hold its session this week because the 
results of the coronavirus tests of MPs have not yet 
been sent by the health ministry. Ghanem said that 
38 MPs have been tested and a few others should 
take the test. As a result, the Assembly office decid-
ed not to hold this week’s sessions, which could be 
held next week depending on the results. 

Two weeks ago, the ministry of  health 
informed Ghanem that an MP who attended the 
session was suspected of being infected with the 
coronavirus. All MPs who attended the session 
were tested for the virus. Later, the lawmaker 
under suspicion, Hamdan Al-Azemi, said he tested 
negative for the disease after he took the tests 
twice, but the health ministry decided to test all 
other members as a precaution. Ghanem said the 
Assembly office will meet later this week to 
decide a new date for the sessions.

Panel discusses  
jails, bedoons,  
isolated areas

NEW YORK: Hundreds of scientists say there is evi-
dence that the novel coronavirus in smaller particles in 
the air can infect people and are calling for the World 
Health Organization to revise recommendations, the 
New York Times reported The WHO has said the 
coronavirus disease spreads primarily from person to 
person through small droplets from the nose or mouth, 
which are expelled when a person with COVID-19 
coughs, sneezes or speaks. 

In an open letter to the agency, which the 
researchers plan to publish in a scientific journal next 
week, 239 scientists in 32 countries outlined the evi-
dence showing smaller particles can infect people, the 
NYT said. “We are aware of the article and are review-
ing its contents with our technical experts,” WHO 
spokesman Tarik Jasarevic said in an email reply to a 
Reuters request for comment. 

Whether carried by large droplets that zoom 
through the air after a sneeze, or by much smaller 
exhaled droplets that may glide the length of a room, 
the coronavirus is borne through air and can infect 

people when inhaled, the scientists said, according to 
the NYT. However, the health agency said the evidence 
for the virus being airborne was not convincing, 
according to the NYT. 

“Especially in the last couple of months, we have 

been stating several times that we consider airborne 
transmission as possible but certainly not supported by 
solid or even clear evidence,” Dr Benedetta Allegranzi, 
the WHO’s technical lead of infection prevention and 
control, was quoted as saying by the NYT. — Reuters

Scientists say  
coronavirus  
is airborne

MANILA: Passengers travel on a jeepney with seat dividers to ensure social distancing yesterday, after thou-
sands of jeepneys hit the road again after over three months. — AFP 


