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Sea turtles find 
protection from 
Senegal fishermen
JOAL-FADIOUTH, Senegal: In a classic case of
“poacher turning gamekeeper”, the fishermen of
Senegal have joined forces to protect one of the
ocean’s most endangered species - the sea tur-
tle. Three species can be found on the Senegal
coast in west Africa. The most populous is the
green turtle and they are joined by the logger-
head and leatherhead which can weigh over 600
kg. They are all beautiful creatures but each is
threatened by pollution, poaching and, even
now, the fishing net.

“Once we were the biggest eaters of turtles,
now we have become their biggest protectors,”
says Abdou Karim Sall, a fisherman who is now
the manager of a protected marine zone through
which the turtles pass. Some 30 years ago, turtle
meat was sold in the streets of Joal, one of the
most important fishing ports in Senegal, and in
Fadiouth, the port’s sister village built on an arti-
ficial island made from heaps of shells.

“We ate them in the street, we cooked them
at home,” says the 56-year-old Sall who leads
the management committee for the Marine
Protected Area (MPA) of Joal-Fadiouth, two
hours south of Dakar. Founded in 2004, and
backed by the government, local authorities and
several associations, the MPA stretches over 147
sq km and is made up of sandy beaches along a
marine strip eight kilometers wide, as well as a
network of mangroves and an area of savannah. 

It is an area for the protection of endangered
migratory species, such as the sea turtle. Its
objectives are the conservation of biodiversity, as
well as the improvement of fishing yields and
socio-economic benefits for the local population.
The sea turtles navigate their way along this trop-
ical stretch of the Atlantic during their migration
of more than a thousand kilometers between the
volcanic archipelago of Cape Verde and Guinea-
Bissau, just south of Senegal, where they return to
lay eggs when they reach sexual maturity.

The green turtles are predominantly herbivo-
rous while the other species like to snack on
crab and sea urchin. They all graze on the sea
grass beds that grow abundantly in the shallow
waters of the Senegalese “Petite cote” (small
coast), especially in front of Joal. Through their
presence the turtles help maintain a fragile
biotope, a breeding ground and nursery for
many species of fish and this, in turns, boosts the
economy - the fishing sector directly or indirect-
ly supports about 500,000 Senegalese. — AFP

SYDNEY: Many Hong Kong residents are scouring
for new jobs and homes overseas, fearful that a new
national security law imposed by Beijing will crush
coveted rights not enjoyed on the mainland and her-
ald a new authoritarian era for China’s freeest city.
Beijing bypassed the city’s legislature to approve
the law directly this week, heightening anxiety over
its impact on the former British colony of 7.4 million
people that is a global financial hub and gateway for
capital flows in-and-out of China.

Immigration lawyers and consultants, property
agents and recruitment groups from Australia to
Canada all told Reuters they were inundated with
enquiries from Hong Kong residents. “Hong Kong
demand for international real estate and residency
programs has rocketed over the past few weeks,”
said Georg Chmiel, executive chairman of interna-
tional property portal Juwai IQI, in a statement to
Reuters.

“We see it in Malaysia, Australia, the UK,
Thailand, Canada, Vietnam and the Philippines.”
Juwai does not disclose numbers of enquiries, but
did say Australia was the top foreign real estate
investment location for Hong Kong buyers in the
first half of 2020. While leaving Hong Kong has tra-
ditionally been an alternative for the wealthy and
foreign passport-holders, more middle- and work-
ing-class people are now also seeking options,
especially where visas come cheaper.

Lily Chong, a real estate agent in Western
Australia who markets developments to investors in
Asia, said enquiries from Hong Kong shot up more
than 40% since mid-June and more than 140 poten-
tial buyers took part in an online forum last week-
end. “After just a few days we have already closed
one sale sight-unseen,” added Chong, managing
director of IQI Western Australia. After weathering
often violent, mass anti-Beijing protests since last
year, China says the new law is aimed at a small
minority of troublemakers and will not erode the

legal rights making Hong Kong such a popular
financial centre.

Echoes of 1997 exodus
But critics believe it is aimed at quashing dissent

and will inevitably erode freedoms under the “one
country, two systems” formula agreed when Hong
Kong returned to Chinese rule in 1997, an event that
also sparked an exodus. The law punishes crimes of
secession, subversion, terrorism and collusion with

foreign forces with up to life in prison, and already
within hours of its implementation, 10 people were
arrested on Wednesday during disturbances.

After a first rush of enquiries about overseas
possibilities when China proposed the law on May
21, the volume has surged again over the past 10
days as its implementation happened. As well as
Australia and former colonial ruler Britain, residents
are seeking a new life in cheaper countries such as
Vietnam and the Philippines. Hong Kong’s financial
rival Singapore is generating high interest too.

Andrew McNeilis, managing director for Asia
at recruitment firm Phaidon International, said his
firm had seen strong demand from Hong Kongers
for Singapore, while it was becoming harder to
convince people to go the Chinese city. “The new
security law may result in an exodus of local tal-

ent,” agreed Victor Filamor, partner at executive
search firm Stones International in Hong Kong,
though he stressed it was too early to know the
law’s effects. Fuell ing the scramble, Britain,
Australia, the United States and Taiwan have all
proposed measures to help accommodate Hong
Kongers looking to resettle.

The day the law came into force, Taiwan
opened an office to help Hong Kongers who may
wish to go there. Those looking to relocate to

Canada are finding that Ottawa’s strict coron-
avirus controls are making it particularly hard to
get in, immigration lawyers told Reuters. 

Re fugee  c la ims  f rom Hong  Kong in  the
f i r s t  t h ree  months  o f  2020  d id , however,
nearly triple to 25 compared to all of 2019,
Canadian government data shows. Stung by
the offers of help for Hong Kong’s people,
C h i n a  h a s  wa r n e d  fo r e i g n  g ove r n m e n t s
against meddling. — Reuters

Enquiries rocket for foreign homes and visas

Fearful of new security law, Hong 
Kongers scramble for safe havens

Mass burial for scores 
killed in mine disaster
HPAKANT: Dozens of jade miners were buried
Friday in a mass grave after a landslide in northern
Myanmar killed over 170, most of them migrant
workers seeking their fortune in treacherous open-
cast mines near the China border. Women wept by
the open plywood caskets, some marked with just a
name, a few with a solitary photo, before the bodies
were carried into a huge grave gouged from the red
earth by a mechanical digger near the scene of the
landslide. It was the worst accident in memory to
befall Myanmar’s notoriously dangerous jade mines.

The tragedy occurred on Thursday when a hill-
side collapsed in heavy monsoon rains, sending a
deluge of smothering mud over the workers who
were scouring the land for fragments of jade. “The
search and rescue missions continued today... 172
bodies were found by midday,” the Myanmar Fire
Services Department said in a Facebook post, rais-
ing the overnight toll by 10. They join scores killed
each year in Hpakant, an area is close to the
Chinese border in Kachin state, where billions of
dollars of the precious stone is believed to be
scoured each year from bare hillsides by poor
migrant workers seeking to strike it rich.

As photos of the dead circulated on social media
Facebook users began to identify workers hundreds
of miles from home, leaving moving tributes to

friends and family members. “Please bring my father
back,” said Hnin Wati. “A daughter’s heart is break-
ing.” Another, from a former miner, affectionately
remembered one of the dead for his “kind-heart”
and generosity with his food during tough shared
times on the mountainside. The mechanical digger
sealed the grave, several meters deep, with earth
late Friday. The bloodied bodies-stripped by the
force of the sea of mud which entombed them-were
yet to be identified.

Myanmar is one of the world’s biggest sources of
jadeite and the industry is supercharged by demand
for the green gem from neighboring China. Some
jade brokers suspended online auctions on Thursday,
and promised to donate money to their friends who
were killed. Scores of miners die every year in land-
slides and other accidents on unstable, over-excavat-
ed mountainsides.  They are often from impoverished
ethnic minority communities, looking for scraps left
behind by big firms. Low-quality stones can be
exchanged for food or sold for $20 to waiting bro-
kers. “Many of them (the dead) are Rakhine,” Phon
Graing, a Hpakant township official told AFP, refer-
ring to the ethnic group who live hundreds of kilome-
ters away at the other end of the country, and who are
among Myanmar’s poorest communities. “But we don’t
have specific numbers yet.” Police say victims had
apparently defied a warning not to work the mines
during the monsoon, which loosens the bare hillsides.
United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
said he was “deeply saddened” by the deaths, as
environmental groups called for an end to an illegal
trade dynamised by Chinese demand. — AFP

New security 
law scares 

Hong Kongers

China plans reforms to 
organ donation rules
PEKIN: China is planning changes in its organ
donation rules to tackle a shortage of donors and
curb illicit harvesting after it stopped taking tissue
from executed prisoners five years ago. The draft
rules published Wednesday by the National Health
Commission allow people to donate the organs of
relatives who have died. They also make it illegal to
take organs from living minors as China tries to
stamp out child trafficking for harvesting. China has
been grappling with a massive dearth of donors
after it ended the controversial practice of harvest-
ing organs from executed prisoners in 2015.

The reforms focus on protecting the legal rights
of donors but are unlikely to boost donations given
the cultural sensitivities in China of “mutilating a
body” after death, said Wang Bing, a Beijing-based
lawyer who specializes in medical disputes. “The
number of organ donors is very low and the law falls
short of creating an opt-out system, which is the
only way to tackle social taboos around the topic,”
he said. The draft law is available for public comment
until the end of the month and no timeline has been
set for debate or adoption by China’s parliament.

Beijing first passed laws to regulate organ dona-
tions in 2007 but a lack of clear punishments and
enforcement led to a black market where a kidney
could be bought for about $50,000 (350,000
yuan), according to a report last July by China
Tribunal, a Britain-based NGO that carries out
independent investigations into forced organ har-
vesting. The report also said the number of trans-
plants in China far outnumbered official donors, and
organs harvested from prisoners of conscience-
including practitioners of the banned Falungong
spiritual movement-accounted for the difference.

Beijing has long denied such claims. The amend-
ments include fines and other punishments for indi-
viduals and institutions involved in organ trafficking
or illegal transplants. Violators will face a fine “worth
eight to 10 times the illegal gains plus doctors will
have their medical licence suspended”, the draft
says. “There have been punishments on the books
for a long time, but transplant hospitals continue to...
do large numbers of transplants with no accounted
source of organs,” Matthew Robertson, a researcher
at the Australian National University specializing in
medical malpractices in China, told AFP. China has
engaged in “systemic falsification” of voluntary
organ donation data, according to a study published
in November by the peer-reviewed journal BMC
Medical Ethics, which also said official national and
provincial transplant figures were likely “man-
made” based on a “mathematical model”. — AFP

HPAKANT: Volunteers bury bodies of miners in a mass grave while relatives look on during a funeral
ceremony near Hpakant in Kachin state. — AFP 

HONG KONG: A woman sticks a blank note onto a ‘Lennon Wall’ outside a pro-democracy restaurant in
Hong Kong in response to a new national security law introduced in the city which makes political views,
slogans and signs advocating Hong Kong’s independence or liberation illegal. — AFP 

Two feared dead, 13 
missing as heavy rain 
lashes western Japan
TOKYO: At least two people were feared dead and
13 others went missing in western Japan yesterday
as record heavy rain triggered massive floods and
landslides, forcing authorities to issue evacuation
orders for more than 76,000 residents. The nation’s
weather agency downgraded rain warnings by one
notch from the highest emergency level in
Kumamoto and Kagoshima on Kyushu island, but
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe urged local people to be
“on maximum alert”.

Abe ordered 10,000 troops on stand-by for
immediate deployment to join rescue and recov-
ery operations, pledging the central government
would “do its best to take emergency measures,
prioritizing people’s lives”. Two people were
found “in cardio-respiratory arrest” and another
was missing in landslides in Kumamoto, said
Naosaka Miyahara, a disaster management offi-
cial for the prefecture, using a term often used in
Japan before a doctor certifies death. “At one
point in the morning, 13 people were unaccount-
ed for but the figures are changing as we are still
struggling to sort out the situation,” Miyahara
told AFP.

Public broadcaster NHK said about 100 people
had been stranded as roads were cut off by floods
and landslides. Television footage showed vehicles
swamped at car parks near a flooding river, while
several bridges were washed away. “I can’t evacuate

as a road turned into a river. It’s so scary,” a female
resident told NHK. Aerial footage showed a resident
being lifted with a rope from a roof to a military
helicopter as an entire town was awash with muddy
water. A massive landslide destroyed several houses
with rescuers searching for missing people through
half-buried windows. 

“We have issued evacuation orders after record
heavy rain,” said Toshiaki Mizukami, another official
for Kumamoto prefecture. “We strongly urge peo-
ple to take action to protect their lives as it’s still
raining quite heavily,” he told AFP. Kyodo News said
76,600 residents in Kumamoto and Kagoshima
were ordered to evacuate their homes. Some train
services have been suspended in the region, while
more than 8,000 households lost power. Japan is
currently in its rainy season, which often causes
floods and landslides and prompts local authorities
to issue evacuation orders. — AFP 

JOAL-FADIOUTH, Senegal: Senegalese fishermen
put a sea turtle back into the sea after rescuing it
from their fishing nets on June 16, 2020. — AFP 


