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SYDNEY: Australian Rules teams came together to take
a knee in support of the “Black Lives Matter” movement,
but ongoing racist attacks show there’s still work to do.

Australia’s most popular spectator  sport, which is
similar to Ireland’s Gaelic football, has long featured in-
digenous stars but many have been the target of racism,
both on-field and off.

This month veteran Eddie Betts, in his 16th season,
was depicted as a monkey in a Twitter post on the very
weekend all teams united in support of Black Lives Mat-
ter. That gesture coincided with a wave of protests and
renewed awareness around Aboriginal affairs in Aus-
tralia following the death of African American George
Floyd in police custody in the United States.

Carlton star Betts, who once had a banana thrown at
him by a spectator, said the persistent attacks took their
toll, but he was prepared to meet them head-on if it led
to change. “It deeply hurts, and you think to yourself,
‘Why do I keep playing footy if I keep copping this?’
But I want to make a change,” he told reporters.

“The way to hurt these guys is keep playing great
footy and keep smiling and that’s what I love doing.”

Melbourne Demons defender Neville Jetta was an-
other on the receiving end of abuse last week, with a so-

cial media user posting a monkey emoji in the comment
section of his Instagram page.

“This is racism. This needs to stop,” his club said, and
players’ association boss Paul Walsh added: “Another
week, another gutless, racist attack on one of our indige-
nous players. When is enough enough?”

Aussie Rules, which first became a mass-
spectator sport in the late 1800s, has long had raucous
crowds known for taunting play-
ers. Such behaviour was consid-
ered part and parcel of the game,
but attitudes began changing in
the 1990s.

One of the most powerful im-
ages associated with racism in
Australia is of indigenous St
Kilda player Nicky Winmar, who
in 1993 responded to abuse from
Collingwood supporters by lift-
ing his shirt while facing the crowd and pointing to his
skin. That gesture is often credited as the catalyst to ad-
dressing racial vilification in Australian Rules. Then came
Essendon’s Michael Long, who in 1995 complained
about on-field racial abuse during a clash, also involving

Collingwood. Long received hate mail for speaking up,
but his actions sparked change with the AFL adopting a
ground-breaking policy — rule 30 — that made it an
offence for players or officials to insult someone due to
their race, religion, ethnicity, colour, nationality or back-
ground. The stance was widely lauded, with
other  sports  following suit. The AFL, which attracts
crowds of up to 100,000, has since broadened its ‘Vili-

fication Framework’ to include
sexual orientation, while setting
out a clearer complaints
processes. But underlying prob-
lems persist.

Adam Goodes, one of Aus-
tralia’s most high-profile indige-
nous sportsmen, retired from the
AFL in 2015 after being sub-
jected to repeated booing. Many
believed it was racially motivated

and stemmed from him taking exception to being called
an “ape” by a young spectator two years earlier. 

The AFL formally apologised last year for not doing
more to defend him, on the eve of the release of a pow-
erful documentary that charted his final years in

the sport. And this month, former player Heritier Lu-
mumba went public with claims that he was routinely
called “chimp” by teammates at his club Collingwood
during a 10-year stint that ended in 2014.

“When I got into the football club at Collingwood in
2004, it had not updated its definitions of racism. It had
not continued on that journey and found ways to prevent
the racial discrimination that I faced,” he told broad-
caster ABC.

Collingwood last week pledged an independent in-
vestigation “in an effort to search for the truth”. Paul
Briggs, chairman of the AFL Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Advisory Council, a body set up to provide ad-
vice to the league on issues impacting indigenous play-
ers, admitted “there is much work left to do”.

But in a statement he also praised the AFL, which last
year appointed its first Aboriginal as commissioner while
five clubs now have indigenous board members. 

“What was the acceptable norm of ignorance and
overt racist attitudes in the game is changing fast. The
AFL is leading that change,” Briggs said. “Incidents still
happen but the racism is identified and addressed by the
industry, clubs and the fans much faster and to better ef-
fect in the last five years.”—AFP
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LOS ANGELES: The NBA’s plan to highlight social-jus-
tice issues when play restarts reportedly will start from
the ground up. The courts that will be used for games at
the ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex near Orlando,
Fla., will have “Black Lives Matter” painted on them,
ESPN reported Monday.

The NBA will use three arenas at the Disney site as
22 of the league’s 30 teams conclude the regular season
beginning July 30.

The National Basketball Players Association and the
league have discussed methods to promote messages of
equality and police reform since the death of George
Floyd prompted nationwide and worldwide protests.

NBPA president Chris Paul, an Oklahoma City Thun-
der guard, recently told ESPN that the players got per-
mission from the league to wear words promoting social
justice in place of their names on uniforms.

“We’re just trying to continue to shed light on the
different social justice issues that guys around our
league continue to talk about day in and day out,” Paul
said. “People are saying that social justice will be off of
everybody’s mind in Orlando. With these jerseys, it
doesn’t go away.”

According to Paul, phrases such as “Black Lives Mat-
ter” or “I Can’t Breathe” or the names of George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor or Ahmaud Arbery could be seen on uni-
forms. Taylor and Arbery were also killed in shootings
this year.

The WNBA also might follow the NBA’s lead and put
“Black Lives Matter” on its courts at the IMG Academy
in Bradenton, Fla., for its 2020 season, according to
ESPN. The report added that WNBA players might wear
pregame shirts with the phrase, “Say Her Name,” seek-
ing to keep the focus on Taylor and other women who
are victims of alleged police brutality. — Reuters
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Australian Rules teams take a knee
MELBOURNE: Carlton Aussie Rules player Eddie Betts (2/L) trains with teammates in Melbourne yesterday. Australian Rules teams came together to take a knee in support of the “Black Lives Matter” movement, but ongoing racist
attacks show there’s still work to do. This month veteran Eddie Betts, in his 16th season, was depicted as a monkey in a Twitter post on the very weekend all teams united in support of Black Lives Matter. — AFP

Racism and Aussie Rules: ‘Why do I keep playing?’

VALENCIA: Valencia have sacked coach Albert Celades
and appointed long-standing club servant Voro until the
end of the season, the La Liga club said in a statement
on Monday. Sporting director Cesar Sanchez then an-
nounced his resignation shortly after Celades was dis-
missed, deepening the institutional crisis at one of
Spain’s most prestigious clubs.

According to Spanish media reports, Sanchez de-
cided to resign after telling the squad earlier on Monday
that Celades would remain in charge for Wednesday’s
game against Athletic Bilbao, only for him to be sacked
hours later.

Celades is the sixth manager Valencia have sacked
since the club was bought by Singaporean billionaire

Peter Lim in 2014 while Sanchez, who was appointed in
January, is the sixth sporting director to have left the role
in the same period.

Valencia appointed Celades last September after tak-
ing the surprising decision to dispense with Marcelino,
who had led the club to successive top-four finishes and
ended an 11-year wait for a major trophy by guiding
them to win the Copa del Rey.

Celades had never previously been a first team coach
at club level, building his reputation as Spain’s under-21
coach and as an assistant to Julen Lopetegui with the
Spain side and Real Madrid.

He made a difficult start in losing his first game in
charge 5-2 to Barcelona but improved his reputation by
taking the team into the last 16 of the Champions
League.

But they were comprehensively beaten 8-4 on aggre-
gate by Atalanta and pressure mounted on Celades as
the team’s domestic form continued to decline.

He was let go after Sunday’s 2-0 loss at Villarreal, which
followed defeat by struggling Eibar and left the team
eighth in the standings on 46 points, eight behind fourth-
placed Sevilla with six games remaining.—Reuters

Chaos at Valencia 
as coach sacked, 
sporting director quits


