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Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO Bader Al-

Kharafi commented: “Zain Bahrain’s 5G launch demon-
strates our continuous commitment to investing in digi-
talization and the latest technologies for the benefit of 
our customers and playing our key role in the 
Kingdom’s Economic Vision 2030.” 

Fadi Pharaon, President of Ericsson Middle East and 
Africa, said: “We continue to work closely with Zain to 

expand the strategic partnership between our compa-
nies and support the commercial rollout of 5G across 
Bahrain. This announcement endorses our global lead-
ership as we continue to switch on this era-defining 
technology around the world to drive the Internet of 
Things, Industry 4.0., digitalized society, and incredible 
new mobile broadband experiences.” 

Zain Bahrain will be expanding 5G coverage 
across the kingdom throughout 2020 and will con-
tinue to grow the 5G network in 2021 and beyond. 
Furthermore, the operator is also modernizing and 
expanding its 4G LTE network for an unprecedent-
ed mobile experience on both 5G and 4G devices. 
This commercial launch in Bahrain follows the launch 
of 5G services in Zain Kuwait and Zain Saudi Arabia 
during 2019. 

Zain Bahrain 
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 forbidden for the organization to undertake any 

intervention or activities of a political, military, reli-
gious or racial character”, said the agency based in 
the French city of Lyon. “Interpol would not consid-
er requests of this nature.” Trump ordered the 
killing of Soleimani in a Jan 3 drone strike near 
Baghdad international airport. Soleimani, a national 
hero at home, was “the world’s top terrorist” and 
“should have been terminated long ago”, Trump 
said at the time.  

Brian Hook, the US pointman on Iran policy, 

scoffed at the Iranian request to Interpol as a “pro-
paganda stunt”. “Our assessment is that Interpol 
does not intervene and issue red notices that are 
based on a political nature,” he told a news confer-
ence in the Saudi capital Riyadh. “This has nothing 
to do with national security, international peace or 
promoting stability,” Hook said. “We see it for what 
it is. It’s a propaganda stunt that no-one takes seri-
ously and makes the Iranians look foolish.” 

The killing of Soleimani, who headed the Quds 
Force, the foreign operations arm of Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards, provoked massive outpour-
ings of grief at home. Iran retaliated by firing a vol-
ley of ballistic missiles at US troops stationed in 
Iraq, but Trump opted against responding militarily. 
While the attack on the western Iraqi base of Ain 
Al-Asad left no US soldiers dead, dozens suffered 
brain trauma. — AFP 

Iran issues  
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been invited to a meeting with the Indian gov-

ernment “for an opportunity to respond and submit 
clarifications”. There are estimated to be about 120 
million TikTok users in India, making the South 
Asian nation of 1.3 billion people the app’s biggest 
international market. Other apps on the banned list 
include microblogging app Weibo and strategy 
game Clash of Kings.  

But anger has been brewing across India since 
the soldiers were killed in a brawl along the disput-
ed border in northern Ladakh region on June 15 in 
the deadliest faceoff for almost half a century 
between the two countries. It was the first time 
troops have been killed on their frontier since 1975. 
Beijing has not disclosed if there were any casual-
ties among their troops. India and China fought a 
war over the border in 1962. New Delhi has accused 
China of intruding into its territory in the region, a 
charge Beijing has denied. 

The June 15 violence took place around 4,500 
m above sea level in the Galwan river valley abutting 
Aksai Chin, a strategic corridor linking Tibet to west-
ern China. Thousands of soldiers remain on alert, 
although both sides said they were trying to resolve 
the standoff through dialogue. The deaths triggered 
massive outrage and street protests in India. There 
were calls for the banning of Chinese businesses, 
which export goods worth nearly $60 billion to India. 

A senior minister in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
government demanded a ban on Chinese food while a 
prominent trading union said it would boycott a range 
of commodities imported from China. A hotel union last 
week said they would not allow Chinese guests to stay 
in their properties. Millions of Indians downloaded 
“Remove China Apps”, a mobile application that 
helped users detect and delete Chinese software, 
before it was removed by Google from its Play Store. 

Media reports said Chinese consignments were 
being held up by customs at major Indian ports. 
Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi, however, which has 
a more than 30 percent share of the Indian market, is 
promoting itself as a company in line with the govern-
ment’s “Make in India” slogan, an apparent move to 
counter anti-Chinese sentiments. Chinese mobiles have 
an almost 65 percent share in the local smartphone 
market. — Agencies 

India bans 59  
Chinese...

BAGHDAD: Unpaid salaries, mask shortages, threats 
from patients’ families – doctors across Iraq are 
cracking under such conditions, just as they face a 
long-feared spike in coronavirus cases. “We’re col-
lapsing,” said Mohammed, a doctor at a COVID-19 
ward in Baghdad who declined to use his full name so 
he could speak freely.  “I just can’t work anymore. I 
can’t even focus on the cases or the patients,” he 
said, speaking to AFP at the end of a 48-hour shift. 

Iraq has officially registered more than 47,000 
coronavirus cases, with doctors increasingly infect-
ed. “I personally know 16 doctors who caught it 
over the last month,” Mohammed said. The coun-
try’s overall death toll is heading towards 2,000, 
with official daily fatalities starting to top 100 in the 
past week – and doctors warn they cannot keep up. 

In the autonomous Kurdish north, a surge in 
coronavirus infections has pushed the number of 
cases there to over 5,000 – including at least 200 
health workers – and the death toll to more than 
160. The line at the public Ali Naji hospital in the 
northeastern city of Sulaimaniyah wound out the 
door, with dozens of people queuing to get tested – 
but inside, the medical staff was thinner than ever.  

The Kurdish regional government, like federal 
authorities in Baghdad, is struggling to pay public-
sector wages this year due to a collapse in oil prices 
and an economic recession brought on by the pan-
demic. That has had a devastating effect on person-
nel at state-owned medical facilities, who have not 
been paid in two months.  

 
Health system ‘broken’  

Exhausted, thousands of healthcare workers at 
state hospitals in the Kurdish region announced 
earlier this month they would stop treating non-
coronavirus cases. “At least 20,000 healthcare 
workers across the region are adhering to this par-
tial strike,” said Hawzin Othman, the head of 
Sulaimaniyah’s medical syndicate. Among them are 
800 doctors who joined over the past two weeks, 

just as the Kurdish region began logging an uptick 
in COVID-19 cases.  

Shevan Kurda, a 30-year-old doctor, is one of 
them. “We’re working 10-hour shifts every day, but 
only to treat COVID-19 patients,” said Kurda, who 
represents Sulaimaniyah’s Medical Residents 
Syndicate. Kurda is owed three months of wages from 
2019 and was not paid in either April or May this year.  

Authorities and health workers across Iraq have 
long decried the state of the country’s dilapidated 
hospitals, worn down by years of war, a lack of 
investment and corruption that has sapped funds 
meant for new equipment. Even Prime Minister 
Mustafa Al-Kadhemi told reporters last week: “We 
do not have a health system. The health system is 
broken, and the most basic requirements are not 
available, because those who hold positions in some 
state institutions are incompetent. This has been 
accumulating for years.” 

Iraq is also a notoriously dangerous place to be a 
doctor, as patients’ families are known to threaten 
medical staff – sometimes with death – if their loved 
one’s condition deteriorates. This week, Iraq’s med-
ical syndicate declared a strike across the southern 
province of Dhi Qar after a female doctor was 
assaulted by a patient’s relative. 

 
‘Matter of time’  

In the capital Baghdad, doctors at several 
inundated coronavirus wards said they and their 
colleagues were on the brink of burnout, and 
complained of a long-standing lack of compensa-
tion for overtime. “There was no bonus for doc-
tors working in field hospitals during the war 
against the Islamic State group,” said Ammar 
Falah, a 27-year-old medic at one of the city’s 
coronavirus wards. 

“There was no bonus when there was mass 
mobilization for protests in October,” he told AFP, 
referring to anti-government demonstrations that 
began late last year and left over 550 people 

dead. “You think they’re going to give us a bonus 
now just because we’re taking on more hours?” 

Falah said the Al-Kindi Training Hospital where 
he works distributed just five N95 masks to doc-
tors each month. But with so much interaction with 
infected patients, Falah said he needed to switch 
masks much more often and had begun using his 
$750 monthly take-home pay to buy protective 
gear. “If the hours go up more or the workload 
increases, we’ll go on strike too,” he said.  

At another Baghdad hospital, Wael, a 26-year-
old doctor who asked his full name not be used, 

admitted he was crumbling psychologically. 
“Before corona, you could recuperate from the 
pressure of work by seeing friends and family. But 
now I go from an isolation ward at work to isola-
tion in my room at home,” he told AFP. 

He and other doctors said their biggest fear was 
spreading the virus from their patients to their 
families – and with the quickening rate of infection, 
their worst nightmare could become a reality. “I 
exhibited symptoms for a month but I was told to 
keep working. It’s just a matter of time before 
we’re all infected,” Wael said. —  AFP 

Iraq virus spike risks pushing  
strained doctors over the edge

NAJAF: An Iraqi man in a hazmat suit mourns over a tombstone at a cemetery for COVID-19 victims on 
June 10, 2020. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Researchers in China have discov-
ered a new type of swine flu that is capable of trigger-
ing a pandemic, according to a study published 
Monday in the US science journal PNAS. Named G4, 
it is genetically descended from the H1N1 strain that 
caused a pandemic in 2009. It possesses “all the 
essential hallmarks of being highly adapted to infect 
humans,” say the authors, scientists at Chinese univer-
sities and China’s Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

From 2011 to 2018, researchers took 30,000 nasal 
swabs from pigs in slaughterhouses in 10 Chinese 
provinces and in a veterinary hospital, allowing them 
to isolate 179 swine flu viruses. The majority were of a 
new kind which has been dominant among pigs since 
2016. The researchers then carried out various experi-
ments including on ferrets, which are widely used in 

flu studies because they experience similar symptoms 
to humans – principally fever, coughing and sneezing. 
 G4 was observed to be highly infectious, replicating 
in human cells and causing more serious symptoms in 
ferrets than other viruses. Tests also showed that any 
immunity humans gain from exposure to seasonal flu 
does not provide protection from G4. According to 
blood tests which showed up antibodies created by 
exposure to the virus, 10.4 percent of swine workers 
had already been infected. 

The tests showed that as many as 4.4 percent of 
the general population also appeared to have been 
exposed. The virus has therefore already passed from 
animals to humans but there is no evidence yet that it 
can be passed from human to human – the scientists’ 
main worry. “It is of concern that human infection of 
G4 virus will further human adaptation and increase 
the risk of a human pandemic,” the researchers wrote. 

Asked about the virus yesterday, Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian told a regular press 
briefing that China “has been paying close attention to 
its development” and will take all needed action to 
prevent its spread and any outbreaks. The study’s 
authors called for urgent measures to monitor people 
working with pigs. — AFP 

New flu in China 
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RIYADH: US and Saudi officials on Monday called for 
extending a UN arms embargo on Iran, warning of major 
implications for regional security, accusing Tehran of 
arming Yemeni rebels. The embargo, put in place as part 
of a nuclear accord signed with Tehran in 2015, is set to 
expire in October but Washington is working to extend 
the ban as tensions with its arch-rival remain high. 

Lifting the ban would “embolden” Tehran and could 
trigger a regional arms race, US Special Representative for 
Iran Brian Hook told reporters in Riyadh. “This is not an 
outcome that the UN Security Council can accept,” Hook 
said at a joint news conference with Adel al-Jubeir, the 
Saudi minister of state for foreign affairs. At the conference 
venue, Saudi officials displayed remnants of intercepted 
missiles and drones they said were supplied by Iran to 
Yemen’s Houthi rebels. Iran denies arming the rebels. 

The Houthis have recently targeted Saudi cities, 
including the capital Riyadh, with a series of missile and 

drone strikes. “Iran seeks to provide weapons to terrorist 
organizations. What will happen if the embargo is lift-
ed?” Jubeir said. “Iran will become more... aggressive,” 
he added. Earlier this month, a UN report said cruise 
missiles and drones used in attacks last year on Saudi oil 
facilities were “of  Iranian origin”. The attacks on Saudi 
state oil giant Aramco’s facilities caused extensive dam-
age and briefly interrupted production of half of the 
country’s oil output. 

Russia, China vetoes at UN  
Hook said later in Bahrain that if the arms embargo 

expired, Iran would be able to acquire advanced arms 
and pose a greater threat to Gulf security and interna-
tional shipping. “It will trigger an arms race in one region 
that needs it the least,” Hook said on his second leg of 
the Gulf tour to garner support for extending the arms 
embargo on Iran. Allowing the UN arms embargo to 
expire would be a betrayal of the security council’s 
responsibility of maintaining international peace and 
security, he said. 

The US official also said that the embargo has con-
strained Iran’s ability to freely move weapons to its 
proxies. Bahrain Foreign Minister Abdullatif Al-
Zayyani expressed his country’s total support for 
extending the arms embargo on Iran, accusing Tehran 
of continuing to supply arms to militias in Yemen, 
Lebanon and Iraq. 

Saudi, US urge  
extending arms  
embargo on Iran

RIYADH: Saudi Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Adel Al-Jubeir speaks during a joint press conference 
with US Special Representative for Iran Brian Hook on Monday. — AFP 
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White House said Monday the claim had been 

kept from him because the intelligence underpin-
ning it was unverified. 

The Taleban reaffirmed their commitment to a 
February deal to draw down the war in Afghanistan 
during a call with US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, the group’s spokesman has said. The 
Taleban have denied that their fighters received any 
Russian bounties, and the group’s Qatar-based chief 
negotiator Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar reiterated 
their pledge not to strike against the US. Baradar 
told Pompeo that “according to the agreement, we 
do not allow anyone to use Afghan soil against the 
US and other countries”, Taleban spokesman Suhail 
Shaheen said Monday in a statement on Twitter. 

The president is known for not regularly read-
ing the daily brief, preferring to rely on conserva-
tive media reports on the day’s big issues – but he 
is reportedly orally briefed by intelligence offi-
cials up to three times a week. Crucially, the offi-
cials told the Times the Russia assessment was 

considered sufficiently serious and credible to 
include in a May 4 article in the CIA’s classified 
World Intelligence Review, its flagship intelli-
gence product. 

The White House br iefed a smal l  group of 
Republican lawmakers on its position Monday but 
top congressional Democrats have demanded that all 
members of Congress be briefed by the intelligence 
community. “The questions that arise are: was the 
president briefed, and if not, why not, and why was 
Congress not briefed,” House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
said in a letter to Director of National Intelligence 
John Ratcliffe and CIA director Gina Haspel.  

The Times previously reported that US intelli-
gence officers and special forces in Afghanistan 
began raising the alarm as early as January, and that 
the National Security Council (NSA) held an intera-
gency meeting in late March to discuss possible 
responses – but the White House didn’t authorize 
any action. 

“I am disgusted by Trump’s incompetence,” 
tweeted Tammy Duckworth, a former US Army heli-
copter pilot and combat veteran who is now a 
Democratic senator from Illinois. “He either didn’t 
know that Russia was offering bounties for killing 
American troops or didn’t care enough to remember 
a briefing that told him. Neither is acceptable for a 
Commander in Chief.” — Agencies  

Trump briefed  
on bounties by...


