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 Francis Bacon’s Triptych Inspired by the Oresteia of Aeschylus is exhibited as Sotheby’s 
NY previews highlights of the Evening Sale at Sotheby’s during the coronavirus pan-
demic in New York City.—AFP 

In this file photo Canadian circus troop “Cirque du Soleil” performs in their acrobatic performance on 
ice titled CRYSTAL at Arena Riga, Latvia.—AFP  

A triptych by Francis Bacon fetched $84.6 
million on Monday at a Sotheby’s auc-
tion held without an audience and live-

streamed to bidders worldwide in a first for the 
company forced to adapt its big events during 
the coronavirus pandemic. The British artist’s 
work, inspired by Greek playwright Aeschylus’s 
“Oresteia”, is one of 28 large-scale triptychs—
a painting in three parts—created by Bacon 
between 1962 and 1991. It previously belonged 
to a Norwegian art collector and had an esti-
mated value of $60-$80 million. 

Sotheby’s spring auctions usually generate 
billions of dollars, but with New York City hard-
hit by COVID-19, the auction house announced 

last month it would stream a series of modern 
and contemporary art sales from London 
instead. Describing the event as “an historic 
evening”, Chairman for Sotheby’s Europe Oliver 
Barker introduced the auction, the first of its 
magnitude to be held without an audience. 

A bidding war raged for around 10 minutes 
between one potential buyer placing bids online 
from China, and another—who was victorious, 
but chose to remain anonymous—making 
counter-offers on the phone to a Sotheby’s 
specialist in New York. Another Bacon triptych, 
“Three Studies of Lucian Freud,” sold in 2013 
for $142.4 million at Christie’s in New York, 
making it one of the 10 most expensive paint-

ings ever sold at auction. 
Sotheby’s and Christie’s 20th Century spring 

auctions sales usually occur at the same time, 
but Christie’s announced earlier this month that 
it would hold its sale on July 10 this year. While 
online bids have until now rarely exceeded $5 
million, Jean-Michel Basquiat’s drawing of a 
head, “Untitled (Head)” sold for $15.2 million on 
Monday—a new Sotheby’s record for an online 
purchase—and a painting by Joan Mitchell, 
“Garden Party,” went for $7.9 million. The event 
brought in a total of $363.2 million, the auction 
house said.—AFP 

 

Francis Bacon triptych sells 
 for $84m at online auction 

Cirque du Soleil announced on Monday it 
is filing for bankruptcy protection and 
cutting thousands of jobs as the world’s 

most famous circus troupe seeks to survive the 
coronavirus pandemic. Struggling with a debt of 
more than US$1billion, the Canadian group said 
its application would be heard by the Superior 
Court of Quebec on Tuesday. If granted, the 
Canadian company will then seek bankruptcy 
protection in the United States. 

In a statement, Cirque du Soleil said it has 
entered into a purchase agreement with its cur-
rent shareholders, including a mix of investors 
from the United States, Canada and China. It 
will immediately lay off 3,480 workers who had 
previously been furloughed. “For the past 36 
years, Cirque du Soleil has been a highly suc-
cessful and profitable organization. However, 
with zero revenues since the forced closure of 
all of our shows due to COVID-19, management 
had to act decisively to protect the Company’s 
future,” said Daniel Lamarre, chief executive 
of Cirque du Soleil Entertainment Group. 

“I look forward to rebuilding our operations 
and coming together to once again create the 
magical spectacle that is Cirque du Soleil for 
our millions of fans worldwide.” Founded in 

1984, the Cirque set up big tops in more than 
300 cities around the world, delighting audi-
ences with enchanting contemporary circus acts 
set to music but without the usual trappings of 
lions, elephants and bears. But the pandemic left 
it fighting for survival, forcing it to cancel shows 
worldwide, from Las Vegas to Tel Aviv, Moscow 
to Melbourne, and furlough more than 4,500 
acrobats and technicians—or 95 percent of its 
workforce. 

 
Buying the Cirque  

Founder Guy Laliberte had announced in 
May he was interested in trying to buy back the 
troupe, adding he wanted to keep the head-
quarters in Montreal and keep a Quebecois 
management team. The Quebec government 
offered a conditional loan a few days later of 
$200 million. The provincial economic minister 
also said that an agreement had been reached 
with Cirque’s current shareholders to buy out 
their participating shares. “Our current share-
holders, with the help of Investissement 
Quebec,” the Quebec government’s arm, have 
filed a “proposal” to purchase the company, 
Lamarre said, noting they will have first right of 
refusal. 

A group of shareholders—which includes 
private equity firm TPG, Chinese conglomerate 
Fosun and Investissement Quebec —  will ini-
tially acquire company assets in exchange for 
providing $300 million in liquidity as the 
restructuring venture seeks other investors. The 
expectation is that the company will emerge 
from the US bankruptcy process with less debt 
and able to “meaningfully advance toward an 
eventual restart by launching the in-court 
process immediately,” Cirque du Soleil said. The 
plan establishes two employee assistance pro-
grams totaling $20 million under the restructur-
ing. Cirque announced it intends to re-hire most 
of the laid-off employees as soon as conditions 
allow.—AFP  

 

Cirque du Soleil files  
for bankruptcy protection 

In this file photo an Artist performs at a media 
preview in the all-new Cirque du Soleil production 
KURIOS – Cabinet of Curiosities in Sydney. 

Iconic ‘2001: A 
Space Odyssey’ 
suit to hit  
auction block 
 

The elusive “2001: A Space Odyssey” 
spacesuit believed to have been 
worn by Dr. David Bowman when he 

“killed” HAL in the groundbreaking 1968 
film goes on the auction block next month. 
The highlight of a Hollywood and space 
exploration memorabilia show that’s set for 
July 17-18 in Beverly Hills, the spacesuit is 
conservatively estimated to fetch between 
$200,000 and 300,000. It’s a rare artifact 
from the classic by filmmaker Stanley 
Kubrick, who is thought to have destroyed 
most of the props and wardrobe from 
“2001”—widely regarded as one of most 
influential films of all time—to prevent 
their use in other productions without his 
authorization. 

According to Jason DeBord—chief 
operating officer of Julien’s Auctions, 
which is hosting the event—the only other 
significant piece from the film to go up at 
auction was the Aries 1B Trans-Lunar 
Space Shuttle, which in the movie trans-
ported Dr. Heywood R. Floyd from the 
International Space Station to the moon. 
The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences—the organization behind the 
Oscars—snagged that prop in 2015 for 
$344,000. The spacesuit is especially 
sought after because it is believed to have 
been used in one of the film’s most iconic 
scenes—when Bowman destroys HAL 
9000, a sentient computer that is killing 
the astronauts onboard to uphold its pro-
grammed mission. 

Auctioneers believe this particular cos-
tume was used in that scene because its 
helmet has a base green layer of paint, the 
color of the helmet worn by Bowman, who 
was played by Keir Dullea. The near com-
plete spacesuit was likely worn by other 
actors as well, as the helmet also has layers 
of white and yellow paint. Along with the 
helmet, the suit includes boots and an 
MGM shipping crate. The piece was auc-
tioned off in 1999 and has been in con-
trolled storage for two decades. “It just 
sort of fell off the face of the earth,” 
DeBord told AFP. “It’s kind of magical, 
because it’s sort of a lasting artifact of the 
filmmaking process.” 

He said film buffs are hoping to track 
down a production plan of the Oscar-win-
ning film to “align the different layers of 
paint with the shooting schedule, and pos-
sibly even get a little more specific about 
where it might have been used in the film.” 
“2001” received four Academy Award 
nominations and won for visual effects, an 
accolade for its pioneering techniques that 
included accurately portraying space 
flight. 

In 1991, it was added to the  National 
Film Registry, earmarked for preservation 
by the Library of Congress. Among the 
more than 900 items going up for auction 
at the same event are the pilot control 
stick Neil Armstrong used on the Apollo 11 
flight to the moon—estimated to go for 
$100,000 to $200,000 — and an Apollo-
era spacesuit glove designed for 
Armstrong, estimated at $10,000 to 
$20,000.—AFP 

This handout photo released by Julien’s 
Auctions shows a spacesuit worn in 
Stanley Kubrick’s “2001 Space Odyssey”, 
to be auctioned in July.—AFP photos 

Painting, “Rythme” (left) by French artist Sonia Delaunay is displayed next to a piece (cen-
ter) entitled “Your Concentric Welcome” by Olafur Eliasso in Chaumont, eastern France. 

 In this file photo taken on September 11, 2016 Colin Kaepernick #7 and Eric Reid #35 of 
the San Francisco 49ers kneel in protest during the national anthem prior to playing the 
Los Angeles Rams in their NFL game at Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, California.—AFP  

Dozens of works by the pioneering 
modernist artist Sonia Delaunay 
went under the hammer in Paris 

yesterday. The Ukrainian-born painter 
was a co-founder of the Orphism move-
ment, which alongside Cubism shook 
the art world in the years before World 
War I. The 88 drawings and small 
gouaches trace the development of the 
Russian artist’s work from the 1920s to 
the 1970s, by which time her geometric 
designs had appeared on fashion cat-
walks, textiles and costumes for the 
great ballet impresario Diaghilev. 
Delaunay, born Sarah Ilinitchna Stern, 
married a gay German art dealer so she 
could get hands on her own inheritance 
before falling in love with the aristocrat-
ic French avant-garde artist Robert 
Delaunay, who she later married. 

Between them they helped create 
Orphism by breaking out of the bound-
aries of Cubism, making it more colour-

ful and fragmented, and pushing it 
toward the more abstract art that later 
became dominant. The cache of works 
being auctioned in the French capital 
were collected by the French publisher 
Jacques Damase. He is renowned for 
publishing the drawings of many mod-
ern art masters from Picasso to Max 
Ernst and Georges Braque. Damase was 
one of those responsible for reviving 
interest in her work, which had been 
overshadowed by her husband. 

Delaunay, who died in 1979, left 
behind many drawings and designs for 
fashion and textile works as well as 
painting and sketches for posters and 
illustrations. A believer in making art 
accessible in every aspect of life, the 
sale also includes preparatory drawings 
for jewellery, ceramics and even playing 
cards.—AFP 

 

Pioneering woman artist  
Delaunay’s drawings to be sold

Former NFL star Colin Kaepernick, 
who launched kneeling protests 
during US national anthems to 

protest police brutality and racial injus-
tice, will be the subject of a six-part 
series, Netflix announced Monday. 
“Colin in Black & White” will focus on 
the former San Francisco 49ers quarter-
back’s high school years, formative time 
that led to his social activism. 
Kaepernick, who has not played in the 
NFL since the 2016 season after start-
ing his protest movement, will appear as 
himself as a narrator of the series, which 
will be guided by filmmaker Ava 
DuVernay. 

The project, which completed the 
writing stage in May, shows how grow-
ing up as a black child with a white 
adopted family impacted his journey to 
the NFL as well as social activism. “Too 
often we see race and black stories por-
trayed through a white lens,” 
Kaepernick said. “We seek to give new 
perspective to the differing realities that 
black people face. “We explore the 
racial conflicts I faced as an adopted 
black man in a white community during 
my high school years. It’s an honor to 
bring these stories to life in collabora-
tion with Ava for the world to see.” 

Kaepernick played six seasons for 
San Francisco, leading the 49ers to the 

2013 Super Bowl, where they lost to 
Baltimore. After a coaching change for 
the team, Kaepernick opted out of his 
contract in March 2017 but has 
remained unsigned since then. In 
September 2017, US President Donald 
Trump intensified the controversy over 
the kneeling protest, calling anyone 
kneeling during the anthem “sons of 
bitches”. 

The May death of unarmed black 
man George Floyd in police custody in 
Minnesota sparked global protests over 
police brutality and brought the Black 
Lives Matter movement into higher pro-
file as Kaepernick had sought. NFL 
commissioner Roger Goodell has said 
the league was too slow in joining the 
movement and said he was open to a 
club signing Kaepernick for the 2020 
season, set to begin in September. 
“With his act of protest, Colin 
Kaepernick ignited a national conversa-
tion about race and justice with far-
reaching consequences for football, cul-
ture and for him, personally,” DuVernay 
said. “Colin’s story has much to say 
about identity, sports and the enduring 
spirit of protest and resilience.” No 
release date was announced for the 
project.—AFP 

 Kim Kardashian West has 
inked a deal to sell 20 per-
cent of her make-up brand 

KKW Beauty to American cos-
metics giant Coty for $200 mil-
lion, the pair announced on 
Monday. The agreement values 
the three-year-old company at 
$1 billion. It will see Coty take 
“overall responsibility” for the 
brand’s skincare, haircare, per-
sonal care and nail products, 
they said in a statement. “This 
relationship will allow me to 
focus on the creative elements 
that I’m so passionate about 
while benefiting from the incred-
ible resources of Coty, and 
launching my products around 
the world,” Kardashian said. 

The purchase is expected to 
be completed in the third quarter 
of the fiscal year 2021 and sees 

Coty deepen its collaboration 
with the celebrity Kardashian-
Jenner family. In January, Coty, 
acquired a 51 percent stake in 
Kylie Jenner’s cosmetics brand. 
Jenner is Kardashian’s half-sister. 
The pair have built a beauty 
empire on the back of the suc-
cess of the hit reality TV show 
“Keeping Up with the 
Kardashians,” which first aired in 
2007. Kardashian has 177 million 
followers on Instagram while 
Jenner has 183 million. Last 
week, rapper Kanye West, 
Kardashian’s husband, 
announced a deal between his 
Yeezy fashion brand and Gap 
which saw the latter’s shares 
surge.—AFP 

 

Kim Kardashian sells 20 percent  
stake in beauty brand to Coty 

Kaepernick will be subject 
of six-part Netflix series 

In this file photo US media 
personality Kim Kardashian 
attends the 2020 Vanity Fair 
Oscar Party following the 
92nd Oscars at The Wallis 
Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts in Beverly 
Hills.—AFP  


