
China ‘sterilizing’ 
Uighurs to control 
population: Report
BEIJING: Chinese authorities are carrying
out forced sterilizations of Uighur and other
ethnic minority women in an apparent cam-
paign to curb the population, a study said
Monday, triggering swift international con-
demnation. China called the allegations
baseless but the United States demanded an
immediate end to the campaign described in
the report, which was based on a combina-
tion of official regional data, policy docu-
ments and interviews with ethnic minority
women.

China is accused of locking more than
one million Uighurs and other mostly Mus-
lim minorities in re-education camps. Beijing
describes the facilities as job training cen-
ters aimed at steering people away from
terrorism following a spate of violence
blamed on separatists. Now a report by
Adrian Zenz, a German researcher who has
exposed China’s policies in Xinjiang, says
Uighur women, among other ethnic minori-
ties, are being threatened with internment in
the camps for refusing to abort pregnancies
that exceed birth quotas.

Zenz’s data-driven work - which uses
public documents found by scouring China’s
internet - on the camps has previously been
cited by experts on a UN panel investigat-
ing the facilities. Women who had fewer
than the legally permitted limit of two chil-
dren were involuntarily fitted with IUDs,
says the report. It also reports that some of
the women said they were being coerced
into receiving sterilization surgeries. Former
camp detainees said they were given injec-
tions that stopped their periods, or caused

unusual bleeding consistent with the effects
of birth control drugs.

Government documents studied by Zenz
also showed that women in some rural mi-
nority communities in the region received
frequent mandatory gynaecological exams
and bi-monthly pregnancy tests from local
health officials. Zenz found that population
growth in Xinjiang counties predominantly
home to ethnic minorities fell below the av-
erage growth in primarily Han majority
counties between 2017 and 2018, a year
after the officially recorded rate of steriliza-
tions in the region sharply overtook the na-
tional rate in 2016. Uighur activists say
China is using the internment camps to con-
duct a massive brainwashing campaign
aimed at eradicating their distinct culture
and Islamic identity.

‘Ethno-racial domination’ 
China appears to be using coercive birth

control in Xinjiang as part of a  “wider game
plan of ethno-racial domination,” Zenz wrote in
the report. “These findings raise serious con-
cerns as to whether Beijing’s policies in Xinjiang
represent, in fundamental respects, what might
be characterized as a demographic campaign
of genocide” under UN definitions, Zenz said
in the report. The US State Department called
the campaign “reminiscent of the abuses
against members of ethnic and religious minor-
ity groups throughout the 20th century.” “We
call on the Chinese Communist Party to imme-
diately end these horrific practices and ask all
nations to join the United States in demanding
an end to these dehumanizing abuses,” Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo, a frequent critic of
Beijing, said in a statement. —AFP 

HONG KONG: China’s parliament passed national
security legislation for Hong Kong yesterday, setting
the stage for the most radical changes to the former
British colony’s way of life since it returned to Chinese
rule 23 years ago. State media is expected to publish
details of the law - which comes in response to last
year’s often-violent pro-democracy protests in the
city and aims to tackle subversion, terrorism, sepa-
ratism and collusion with foreign forces - later on.
Amid fears the legislation will crush the global finan-
cial hub’s freedoms, and reports that the heaviest
penalty under it would be life imprisonment, pro-
democracy activist Joshua Wong’s Demosisto group
said it would dissolve. “It marks the end of Hong Kong
that the world knew before,” Wong said on Twitter.

The legislation pushes Beijing further along a col-
lision course with the United States, Britain and other
Western governments, which have said it erodes the
high degree of autonomy the city was granted at its
July 1, 1997, handover. The United States, already in
dispute with China over trade, the South China Sea
and the novel coronavirus, began eliminating Hong
Kong’s special status under US law on Monday, halt-
ing defense exports and restricting access to high-
technology. China said it would retaliate. Hong Kong
leader Carrie Lam, speaking at her weekly news con-
ference, said it was not appropriate for her to com-

ment on the legislation as the meeting in Beijing was
still going on, but she threw a jibe at the United States.

“No sort of sanctioning action will ever scare us,”
Lam said. Lau Siu-kai, vice-president of a think-tank
under the Beijing cabinet’s Hong Kong and Macau Af-
fairs Office, told Reuters the law was passed unani-
mously with 162 votes. It is expected to come into
force imminently. The editor-in-chief of the Global

Times, a tabloid published by the People’s Daily, the
official newspaper of China’s ruling Communist Party,
said on Twitter the heaviest penalty under the law was
life imprisonment, without providing details. Authori-
ties in Beijing and Hong Kong have repeatedly said the
legislation is aimed at a few “troublemakers” and will

not affect rights and freedoms, nor investor interests.

‘Overpowering’
The legislation may get an early test with activists

and pro-democracy politicians saying they would
defy a police ban, amid coronavirus restrictions, on a
rally on the anniversary of the July 1 handover. At last
year’s demonstration, which came amid a series of
pro-democracy protests, a crowd stormed and van-
dalized the city’s legislature. “We will never accept the
passing of the law, even though it is so overpowering,”
said Democratic Party chairman Wu Chi-wai. It is un-
clear if attending the unauthorized rally would consti-
tute a national security crime if the law came into force
by then. A majority in Hong Kong opposes the legis-
lation, a poll conducted for Reuters this month
showed, but support for the protests has fallen to only
a slim majority. 

US ends exports
Meanwhile, The United States has ended sensitive

defense exports to Hong Kong, further ramping up
pressure in a row over the financial capital’s autonomy
from China. The US announced the decision hours
after China said it would curb visas to some Ameri-
cans heading to Hong Kong, itself a response to a US
move. The United States has been leading a global up-

roar over a national security law which Hong Kong ac-
tivists say will destroy the city’s freedoms. “We can no
longer distinguish between the export of controlled
items to Hong Kong or to mainland China,” US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo said in a statement.

“We cannot risk these items falling into the hands of
the People’s Liberation Army, whose primary purpose
is to uphold the dictatorship of the CCP by any means
necessary,” he said, referring to the Chinese Communist
Party. The direct impact will be modest. The State De-
partment last year approved $2.4 million in defense
sales to Hong Kong, of which $1.4 million worth were
actually sent, including firearms and ammunition for law
enforcement, according to official figures.

The Commerce Department simultaneously said it
was revoking its special status for Hong Kong. It will
now treat the financial hub the same as China for so-
called dual-use exports that have both military and
civilian applications - and which are highly restricted
when sought by Beijing. China promised autonomy for
Hong Kong before Britain returned the territory in
1997 but wants no repeat of massive and sometimes
destructive protests that rocked the territory last year.
“It gives us no pleasure to take this action, which is a
direct consequence of Beijing’s decision to violate its
own commitments under the UN-registered Sino-
British Joint Declaration,” Pompeo said. — Agencies
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HONG KONG: Police enter a shopping mall to disperse people attending a lunchtime rally in Hong Kong yesterday, as China passed a sweeping national security law for the city. — AFP 

China passes national security law 
US ends arms exports, China restricts visas in Hong Kong row
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Hong Kong

XINJIANG: A Uighur woman waits with children on a street in Kashgar in China’s northwest
Xinjiang region. Chinese authorities are carrying out forced sterilisations of women in an
apparent campaign to curb the growth of ethnic minority populations in the western Xin-
jiang region. —AFP 

Post-COVID,
more in West
see China as
major power
WASHINGTON: The coronavirus
pandemic has led a growing number
of Westerners to see China as a top
power, with the lead of the United
States slipping, a study said yester-
day. A survey of French, German and
US opinion released by the German
Marshall Fund of the United States
found significant increases in percep-
tions of Chinese influence since the
outbreak of COVID-19 - in which
Beijing has alternately been por-
trayed as a culprit and an aid
provider.

The proportion of people who
said China was the most influential
global player shot up from 13 to 28
percent in France between surveys in
January to May, from 12 to 20 percent
in Germany and from six to 14 per-
cent in the United States. “Chinese
influence in the world was kind of an
abstract idea before the crisis,” said
Martin Quencez, deputy director of
the German Marshall Fund’s Paris of-
fice. “When you think about the de-
pendency on China for mask and
medical equipment, for instance, this
has become very concrete,” he said.

Quencez expected a lasting im-
pact, saying that the changes in per-
ceptions were seen across
generational and political lines. “It
seems more structural than just a
quick response to the crisis,” he said.

The public in all three countries still
said that the United States was the
most influential nation but less over-
whelmingly. In France, 55 percent of
people said the United States was the
top global player in May, down from
67 percent in January. Similar figures
were reported in Germany.

One comparative loser was the
European Union, which the French
and Germans had put solidly in sec-
ond place, over China, before the
pandemic. Despite China’s perceived
influence, the survey found that ma-
jorities in both Germany and France
said their countries should get
tougher on Beijing over climate
change, human rights and cybersecu-
rity. The figures were lower in the
United States, possibly because
President Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration has already been championing
a hard line and pushing Europe to do
likewise. The Trump administration
has blamed COVID-19 on poor man-
agement in China, where the virus
was first detected late last year.

Critics say Trump is trying to de-
flect from his own handling of
COVID-19 in the United States,
which has suffered by far the highest
death toll of any country. The survey
also showed a sharp transatlantic di-
vide on the influence of Britain, which
left the European Union this year.
Fifty-three percent of Americans said
Britain was the most influential coun-
try in Europe, an opinion shared by
just eight percent of Germans and six
percent of French. The study, con-
ducted with the Bertelsmann Founda-
tion in Germany and Institut
Montaigne in Paris, surveyed more
than 1,000 different people in each
country both from January 9-22 and
May 11-19. — AFP 


