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KUWAIT: The International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC), the Kuwait Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS), and the Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Development
(KFAED) Monday held the third edition of
the annual High-Level Policy Dialogue to
exchange insights on trends in the human-
itarian environment and responses amid
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The event, held by videoconference,
brought together Sheikh  Dr Ahmad
Nasser Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
Minister of Foreign
Affairs of
Kuwait, Dr Hilal Al-
Sayer, President of
the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society,
A b d u l w a h a b
Ahmad Al-Bader,
Director General of
the Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic De-
velopment, and Peter Maurer, President of
the ICRC, to discuss the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic in Kuwait and the
Middle East region and explore how they
can enhance cooperation to provide sus-
tainable responses to the needs of af-
fected persons.

In countries affected by armed conflict,
the pandemic compounds the suffering of
millions of vulnerable people that are al-
ready struggling to meet basic needs such
as shelter, food, water, and medical care.
The ICRC shared its experience in trying
to address those challenges in Iraq and
discussed examples of its response in
Yemen and Syria. 

The participants acknowledged that
beyond treating and preventing COVID-
19 infection, the numerous long-term sec-
ondary impacts remained a major
concern. The pandemic threatens every
aspect of peoples’ lives, amplifying in-
equalities, disrupting communities and re-
versing development gains made in the
past decade. It is also a massive education
crisis, and potential food security crisis
that could deepen poverty and hunger.

“Globally, we see hard-won develop-
ment gains set back as schools shut,

wages are lost,
businesses close,
and health needs
are put at risk. The
socioeconomic im-
pact has been sub-
stantial,” said Peter
Maurer, the ICRC’s
president.

The response
should look to sup-

port the social system, building on past
experience of pandemics. “I am confident
that the continued partnership with the
State of Kuwait, the KRCS and KFAED
will contribute to the alleviation of human
suffering through a dedicated collabora-
tive approach to humanitarian causes,” he
added.  There is also a critical role for
states to play to facilitate the work of in-
ternational actors while maintaining the
necessary exceptional measures for fight-
ing the pandemic, Maurer said.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Kuwait, said that this
strategic dialogue should be an example

to be followed between other states and
humanitarian organizations. “Our dialogue
demonstrates that many changes occurred
during the current crisis. It also shows the
importance of emphasizing the coopera-
tion between the State of Kuwait and the
ICRC in the framework of international
humanitarian law, which is a pillar of
Kuwait’s foreign policy,” he stated.

Dr Hilal Al-Sayer, President of the
KRCS, said “participating in this high-
level dialogue ensures the delivery of ef-
fective, coordinated humanitarian

response, which should be an integral part
of the diplomatic relations between coun-
tries.”

Abdul Wahab Al-Bader, the Director
General of KFAED, reassured that human-
itarian efforts through partnership and
practical strategic dialogue fosters re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic, inside
Kuwait and globally. 

The event concluded with a joint state-
ment, reiterating the continued support of
the State of Kuwait to the humanitarian
efforts of the ICRC, underscoring the im-

portance of the critical nexus between hu-
manitarian action and development work. 

The High-Level Policy Dialogue be-
tween ICRC and the State of Kuwait af-
firms the shared commitment to principled
humanitarian action as a public good. The
role of states in supporting and facilitating
humanitarian action, exemplified by
Kuwait’s international initiatives in general
and support to ICRC remains crucial. This
is doubly true given the new operating
constraints that the COVID19 pandemic
has wrought. The ICRC and the State of
Kuwait reiterated their commitment to
fighting the dire consequences of the
COVID19 pandemic through humanitarian
and development work on both local and
international levels. The State of Kuwait
and the ICRC reaffirmed their commit-
ment to their policy engagement by con-
firming the fourth high-level policy
dialogue to take place in Geneva, Switzer-
land, in 2021. 

Kuwait, ICRC High-Level Policy Dialogue
explores COVID-19 humanitarian challenges

Pandemic compounds suffering of people in war-torn countries

Participants in the videoconference. 

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Nasser Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
attends the meeting. — KUNA photosShared
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KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
conducted on Monday a telephone call
with Josep Borrell, High Representative of
the European Union. Discussions during
the call addressed preparations for Brus-
sels fourth conference on future of Syria
and regional countries, which was due
yesterday. It was held at joint invitation
from the EU and he United Nations Un-
dersecretary for Humanitarian Affairs and
Emergency Coordinator, Mark Lowcock.
Borrell expressed appreciation of the
leading humanitarian role played by the
State of Kuwait to relieve afflicted nations,
noting that it hosted three donors’ confer-
ences for Syria, under leadership of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who along with
Kuwait earned admiration of the interna-
tional community. — KUNA

By Josep Borrell

The conflict in Syria is entering its tenth year. Ten
years of war, suffering and grief. And it’s still not
over. Syrians continue to live in fear and despair,

their future held hostage. While the war forced half the
population to flee their homes in the past decade, those
who stayed behind are facing an unprecedented eco-
nomic crisis and the threat of the Coronavirus. 

At the fourth Brussels Conference on “Supporting the
future of Syria and the region” on 29 and 30 June, more
than 80 countries, regional and international organiza-
tions and UN agencies were scheduled to sit around a
virtual roundtable to address all the key dimensions of
the Syrian crisis: political, humanitarian, financial, and
regional. We reaffirm our strong support to the UN ef-
forts for a political solution to the conflict and to the
terms of UN Security Council Resolution 2254. A polit-
ical solution, reached through a UN-mediated, inclusive,
Syrian-led and Syrian-owned dialogue, is the only way
of achieving sustainable peace in Syria. The alternative
is ever more misery caused by the obstinate determina-
tion of the long discredited regime.

This year, on top of being the worst humanitarian
crisis since the Second World War, Syria is close to
economic collapse. The regime’s mismanagement of the
economy, widespread corruption, the financial crisis in
neighboring Lebanon and the Coronavirus pandemic
have brought the country’s economy to its knees. The
situation is dire. Syria faces its highest inflation rate
ever, alongside a record devaluation of its national cur-
rency. Eight in ten Syrians reportedly live in poverty

and even top-tier salary earners are left with little real
purchasing power. Basic goods are becoming scarce;
food and medicine are starting to become unaffordable
to ordinary people.

Syrians want the same things as every person and fam-
ily anywhere else in the world: personal security, jobs and
a future for their children. In other words, they need
prospects for the future. The EU and its Member States
have been supporting Syrians everywhere since the start
of the conflict. Over €20 billion have been provided in hu-
manitarian, stabilization and resilience assistance since
2011 - for Syrians in Syria and in support of the neighbor-
ing countries. 

We are very grateful for the solidarity shown by Jordan,
Lebanon and Turkey in particular. They are looking after
more than 5.6 million Syrian refugees. These countries are
struggling with complex domestic situations; they continue
to need assistance to meet the growing needs of both the
refugees and their own people. The EU is also helping
them. Our assistance in response to the Syrian crisis does
not only benefit Syrian refugees but also the Lebanese,
Jordanian and Turkish people, to create job opportunities,
infrastructure including schools, as well as better health
and water services. 

The EU Regional Trust Fund (MADAD) has helped
communities in Lebanon and Jordan by providing basic
income, access to health services and to education and
much more, ensuring that Syrian refugees and local hosts
alike have a foundation to build a better future. In Turkey,
the EU supports an emergency social safety net, the ac-
cess of Syrian refugees to high quality Turkish health serv-
ices, and school enrolment.  

In Syria itself, we have been doing what we can to fos-
ter livelihoods, support communities and stimulate the very
basics of economic life. Since 2011, the EU put in place
sanctions in response to the actions of the regime and its
supporters. The goal of these measures is to put pressure
on the Syrian regime to halt repression and negotiate a
lasting political settlement of the Syrian crisis in line with
UNSC Resolution 2254, under UN auspices.

These sanctions target designated people and entities,
not the population. They do not prevent the delivery of hu-
manitarian aid or prohibit the export of food, medicine or
medical equipment. Today, we want to tell the Syrian peo-
ple and the people of the countries hosting the refugees
that we know what they have been going through, that we
care and that we will continue to stand by them. 

We know that the Syrian refugees’ dearest dream is
to go back home. We are ready to help make this happen
once the conditions are in place. But, to what home?  It
is not realistic to expect refugees to return to the risk of
being arrested, tortured or forced to fight a war they
wanted to escape. Their security of life and of property
needs to be guaranteed. And we know that the stability
necessary for the reconciliation and reconstruction of
Syria will only come once the regime renounces brutality
and embarks on a process of genuine political dialogue,
backed with tangible changes and moves that will heal
Syria’s wounds. That was, is and remains our goal. Our
motto is that the Syrian people must decide the future
of Syria.  As EU, we will stand by them in doing so. 

— Josep Borrell is the High Representative of the Eu-
ropean Union For Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy/Vice-President of the European Commission.

Europe must continue to support the Syrian people
Kuwait Foreign
Minister calls EU
representative

KUWAIT: Louis-Pierre Emond, Ambassador of Canada
to the State of Kuwait, released the following statement
on Canada Day, addressing the Canadian community in
Kuwait as well as “all our Kuwaiti friends”: 

“Canada Day is the national Day of Canada and is
celebrated every year on July 1. It celebrates the anniver-
sary of the effective date of the Constitution Act of 1867,
which united the three separate colonies of the Province
of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Across the
country and around the world, Canadians gather to cel-
ebrate our country’s birthday.

“This year the celebration will be different as we all
celebrate a ‘stay at home’ birthday. The COVID-19 pan-
demic is having a devastating impact on health systems,
economies and our lives and we all need to work to-
gether to respond effectively to the pandemic. I am
proud that Canada is working with international partners
to prevent, detect and respond to COVID-19 and to sup-

port those affected around the world. We have moved
quickly to make significant investments in vaccine re-
search and development and are actively working with
partners to help ensure the continued flow of essential
goods and supplies. Canada stands ready to work with
Kuwait as we move toward a long-term recovery from
the pandemic.

“The relationship between Kuwait and Canada con-
tinued to grow over the last year in all areas of common
interest. The people-to-people links between Canadians
and Kuwaitis continue to be at the core of the relation-
ship we are building with our friends from Kuwait.

“This is best illustrated by the large and always in-
creasing number of Kuwaiti students going to Canada
every year. Close to 500 Kuwaitis study in Canada, most
of them medical students who will build friendships and
relationships with Canadians that will last a lifetime and
will spark various commercial, research and scientific

exchanges.
“Key Kuwaiti projects in Canada continued to de-

velop positively. Projects like KUFPEC’s Kaybob-Du-
vernay shale gas development, PIC’s partnership with
Pembina to build a propane dehydrogenation plant and
polypropylene upgrading facility, and EQUATE’s oper-
ations in Fort Saskatchewan. The Kuwait Investment Au-
thority also has interests in Canada.

“Our commercial links are growing and we hope to
see continued expansion in areas such as oil and gas, life
sciences, defense and security, agriculture and food, and
infrastructure.

“Kuwait is an important partner of Canada, a fact
proven by the numerous high-level visits of the past
months. Since my arrival in Kuwait in 2018 we received
visits from the Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, the Gov-
ernor-General Julie Payette, the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Minister of Defense, and a Special Envoy of the

Prime Minister. 
“Over the last months we were proud to continue to

promote women empowerment in Canada and abroad.
Here in Kuwait we have organized various events fo-
cused on women empowerment in trade, sports and pol-
itics. 

“Various virtual celebrations will take place on social
media over the next days so please feel free to watch
and participate online.  

“As we all get through this pandemic together,
Canada and Canadians in Kuwait are pleased to cele-
brate once again Canada Day with all of our friends from
around the world.

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank His
Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and his government and people for
their continuous support of Canada and the Canadian
community in Kuwait.”

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau meets with Kuwait’s Prime
Minister His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah in this
file photo.

Kuwait’s Defense Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Sabah receives
his Canadian counterpart Harjit Sajjan during the latter’s visit to Kuwait
in December 2019.

Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah (center) and
Canadian Ambassador to Kuwait Louis-Pierre Emond (left) participate in
last year’s ‘Canada Day’ celebration. 

Embassy celebrates ‘Canada Day’


