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KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet held its weekly 
session via videoconference on Monday under 
chairmanship of His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, dis-
cussing the country’s health conditions in the shad-
ow of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), namely in 
some isolated districts. Following the session, 
Deputy Prime Minister, Interior Minister and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh 
said the ministers examined a report presented by 
the Assistant Undersecretary for Public Health 
Affairs Dr Buthaina Al-Mudhaf, explaining condi-
tions in the isolated areas of Farwaniya, Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh and Mahboula with respect of the popu-
lation density and living conditions. Such a status 
has caused rapid spread of the novel coronavirus, 
amid risks of its transmission to other areas, she 
explained to the ministers. 

The assistant undersecretary presented results of 
isolation of these districts, namely proportions of 
increasing confirmed cases and results of field med-
ical examinations. Her report included proposals on 
how to preserve the residents’ health, ensure correct 
implementation of health conditions, preserving the 
health system, without contradiction with the plan for 
phased restoration of normal life. On these bases, the 

Cabinet decided to task the ministerial coronavirus 
emergency committee to examine in details condi-
tions of these areas, results of the isolation, along 
with consideration to the need for boosting the econ-
omy in the shadow of the residents’ living and social 
conditions. The panel study will be referred to the 
next Cabinet session 
scheduled tomorrow. 

Minister of Health 
Sheikh Dr Basel Humoud 
Al-Sabah briefed the 
ministers about the 
country’s health condi-
tions in the shadow of 
the pandemic, along 
with the reaped positive 
results, stressing on the 
necessity to continue to 
adhere to the health 
terms, social distancing and relevant medical meas-
ures. Meanwhile, President of the Directorate General 
for Civil Aviation Sheikh Salman Al-Sabah and senior 
DGCA officials briefed the Cabinet about a three-
phase plan to resume operations at Kuwait 
International Airport, which would begin on August 1. 
The cabinet assigned DGCA to make sure the airport 

fully equipped to honor health authorities’ criteria in a 
drive to curb spread of the virus. 

The government, said Saleh, also assigned the 
Public Authority for Disabled Affairs to start resum-
ing services for people with disabilities, and rehabili-
tation services for students with mental disability. 

The government 
approved a draft decree 
over the establishment 
of the international 
American university, 
and was referred to His 
Highness the Amir. It 
also approved draft 
decrees over an MoU 
between Kuwait and 
South Korean custom 
departments, an Arab 
protocol on combating 

human trafficking and an Arab agreement on fighting 
transnational organized crime. The government also 
approved draft agreements with Sierra Leone, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Burkina Faso, 
Indonesia, Gambia, Greece and the Netherlands. It 
also approved draft laws regarding the civil and 
commercial laws, postponing installments of insol-

vent fund and Public Institute For Social Security. In 
the meantime, the government condemned an attack 
on a stock exchange in the Pakistan city of Karachi 
which killed and injured a number of people. Kuwait, 
said Minister Saleh, rejects all forms of terrorism and 
violence. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: People wearing face masks walk inside the Avenues Mall yesterday as Kuwait entered the second phase of easing restrictions imposed due to the spread of COVID-19. Malls and commercial complexes around Kuwait 
are allowed to open daily between 10:00 am and 6:00 pm. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Heavy traffic jams returned to Shuwakh yesterday as Kuwait entered the second phase of easing restrictions imposed due to the spread of COVID- 19. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

KUWAIT: The Ministries Complex welcomed public sector employees who returned back to their offices yesterday as Kuwait entered the second phase of easing restrictions imposed due to the spread of COVID-19. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh
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KUWAIT: MP Safa Al-Hashem, an outspoken crit-
ic of expats, claimed yesterday she received a 
death threat via email from an expat, allegedly for 
repeatedly calling to replace foreigners with 
Kuwaitis. The lawmaker said it was the ninth death 
threat she has received by email, all from expats 
belonging to one nationality. Although she did not 
reveal the nationality, she released the email, which 

refers to it. 
Hashem said she has been getting death threats 

“simply because I am a Kuwaiti member of parlia-
ment who has been calling for amending the demo-
graphic structure and imposing charges on expats”. 
She blamed the government for not taking any 
effective measures to reform the population com-
position, which is severely tilted in favor of expats, 
saying all government promises in this regard have 
not been fulfilled. 

Hashem directed her criticism at expat legal 
experts who work at the Council of Ministers, Civil 
Service Commission and other government depart-
ments, who “played with our legislation to deprive 
Kuwaitis from taking top jobs”. But Hashem’s latest 
complaint was strongly criticized by some social 

media activists, who accused her of trying to exploit 
such incidents for electoral purposes. Well-known 
presenter and owner of the private Scope TV Fajer Al-
Saeed said Hashem should stop such election stunts. 

Meanwhile, the National Assembly secretariat 
yesterday asked MPs who attended a regular ses-
sion some two weeks ago to test again for the coro-
navirus ahead of resuming meetings. Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem told the Assembly on June 17 
that a lawmaker was suspected of contracting the 
disease and called on all MPs and staff who attend-
ed the sessions to test for the virus. Later, the health 
ministry advised MPs to undergo a 14-day quaran-
tine that ended on Tuesday. The lawmaker who was 
suspected of contracting the disease - Hamdan Al-
Azemi - later said that he twice tested negative. 

MP Al-Humaidhi Al-Subaei called on the health 
minister to lift a lockdown on Mahboula that has been 
in place for over 100 days. Addressing the health min-
ister, the lawmaker demanded to know the reasons for 
continuing the lockdown and why there has been a 
rise in cases in several other areas but they were not 
placed under lockdown. 

The criminal court has set July 13 to issue its verdict 
in the first case of visa traders that involve a Kuwaiti 
and three Egyptian accomplices. The government has 
referred about a dozen of such cases to the public 
prosecution. Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh said gov-
ernment efforts to “eradicate the cancer” of visa trad-
ing will continue, adding that he will also continue to 
work to amend legislation and toughen penalties 
against those working in this illegal trade.
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