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Nadal settles Kyrgios score 

MELBOURNE: Rafael Nadal won a grudge match with
Nick Kyrgios to reach the Australian Open quarter-
finals and keep the heat on Roger Federer’s record for
Grand Slam titles yesterday. The world number one,
labelled “super salty” by Kyrgios after he criticised the
Australian’s behaviour last year, fought off a furious
challenge to go through 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (8/6), 7-6 (7/4).

As the tennis world mourned the death of Kobe
Bryant, Kyrgios arrived at Rod Laver Arena wearing an
LA Lakers shirt, and 15-year-old Coco Gauff had trib-
utes to the basketball great scrawled on her trainers
during the doubles. There was also controversy as
Australia’s Margaret Court, often criticised for her
deeply conservative views, was honoured for her 1970
calendar-year Grand Slam. Nadal and Kyrgios had been
feuding after some bad-tempered matches but the
Spaniard said he was impressed by what he’d seen from
the often-temperamental Australian at this tournament.

Kyrgios fought back to challenge Nadal in a high-

octane clash played in good spirit, with a polite hand-
shake afterwards — a far cry from some of their previ-
ous exchanges. “When he is playing like today with this
positive attitude he gives a lot of positive things to our
sport,” said the Spaniard.

“He’s one of the highest talents we have on our tour
and I like the Nick Kyrgios during the whole of this
tournament.” The 19-time Grand Slam winner will next
play Austria’s Dominic Thiem — his victim in the last
two French Open finals — as the clay king targets
Federer’s all-time record of 20 Major titles.

Elsewhere, powerful Swiss Stan Wawrinka beat fifth
seed Daniil Medvedev 6-2, 2-6, 4-6, 7-6 (7/2), 6-2 to
set up a quarter-final with Germany’s Alexander Zverev,
who overcame close friend Andrey Rublev 6-4, 6-4, 6-
4. And Simona Halep rose to number two in the world
with a 6-4, 6-4 victory over Elise Mertens, taking a big
step forward in a rapidly clearing women’s draw.

The Wimbledon champion from Romania, who

avoided an exodus of top seeds in the previous round,
will next play Estonia’s Anett Kontaveit, a 6-7 (4/7), 7-
5, 7-5 winner against Iga Swiatek of Poland.

“She’s strong. I’m here just to face any challenge I
have. So I’m not thinking negative,” Halep said of
Kontaveit. “I just want to go there and to give my best.”
Angelique Kerber, the 2016 champion, was the latest
big name to fall as she went down to Russia’s Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 (7/4), 6-2.

Pavlyuchenkova’s quarter-final will be against
Garbine Muguruza, the two-time Grand Slam champion
who is resurgent since reuniting with coach Conchita
Martinez, beating Kiki Bertens 6-3, 6-3. “It’s like cou-
ples, we all want Brad Pitt and Jennifer Aniston to get
back together, right?” joked Martinez, the 1994
Wimbledon champion.

Earlier, Martina Navratilova and John McEnroe were
among the big names to criticise Court, the 24-time
Major-winner whose 1970 sweep of the Grand Slam

titles was marked with a short ceremony at Rod Laver
Arena. Navratilova said the devout Christian’s deeply
conservative views were “actually hurting people”,
while fellow American legend McEnroe called Court a
“crazy aunt”.

The Australian once praised South Africa’s apartheid
system, said “tennis is full of lesbians” and described
transgender children as “the work of the devil”. “There’s
only one thing longer than the list of Margaret Court’s
achievements: it’s her list of offensive and homophobic
statements,” McEnroe said in a video for Eurosport.

In the quarter-finals, six-time champion Roger
Federer will play America’s Tennys Sandgren and title-
holder Novak Djokovic, going for his eighth title, is
against big-serving Canadian Milos Raonic.

Australia’s women’s world number one Ashleigh
Barty plays two-time Wimbledon winner Petra Kvitova,
and Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur, the top-ranked player from
Africa, takes on America’s Sofia Kenin. — AFP

MELBOURNE: Spain’s Rafael Nadal hits a return against Australia’s Nick Kyrgios during their men’s singles match on day eight of the Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP

Vintage Wawrinka upsets Medvedev 

NEW ORLEANS: Zion Williamson had his first double-
double as an NBA player, and the New Orleans Pelicans
won for the first time with him in the lineup, 123-108 over
the visiting Boston Celtics on Sunday. Williams, the top
pick in the 2019 NBA draft, had 21 points and 11 rebounds
in his third game after preseason knee surgery. Jrue
Holiday scored a team-high 25 points, and Derrick Favors
added 15 points and 10 rebounds. Lonzo Ball added a
career-high 15 assists to go with eight points. All-Star
guard Kemba Walker led the Celtics with 35 points,
Gordon Hayward scored 23, and Jaylen Brown, returning
from a two-game absence due to an ankle injury, added
20. Before the singing of the national anthem, the Pelicans
held a 24-second moment of silence in honor of former
Lakers star Kobe Bryant, who died along with one of his
daughters, Gianna, and seven others in a helicopter crash
near Los Angeles on Sunday morning. When the game
began, the teams followed the lead of the Spurs and
Raptors earlier in the day by dribbling out the shot clock
in Bryant’s honor on their first possessions.

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 139 - INDIANA PACERS 129
Damian Lillard continued his scoring spree with 50

points, matched his season high of 13 assists and grabbed
six rebounds to lead Portland past visiting Indiana. Lillard
made 14 of 23 shots from the field — including 8 of 12 from
3-point range — to become the first player in franchise
history to record three straight efforts of 40 points or
more. CJ McCollum scored 28 points and made six 3-
pointers for the Trail Blazers after missing the previous
three games because of an ankle injury. Jeremy Lamb

scored 28 points and Domantas Sabonis had 27 points, 14
rebounds and a career-best 11 assists for the Pacers, who
lost for just the second time in their past nine games.
Indiana dropped its 11th straight game at Portland.

ATLANTA HAWKS 152 - WASHINGTON WIZARDS 133
Trae Young responded in an emotional way to the report-

ed death of Kobe Bryant by producing 45 points and 14
assists to help Atlanta defeat visiting Washington Sunday.
Young began the game wearing No. 8, Bryant’s original jer-
sey number, before changing into his usual No. 11. Young
wore Bryant’s No. 24 on the back of his shoes. It was the
eighth time this season Young has scored 40-plus points. He
was 13 of 24 from the floor, 13 of 16 from the line and had six
rebounds. Five other players scored in double figures:
De’Andre Hunter with 25, Kevin Huerter with 18, John Collins
with 16, Bruno Fernando with 14 and Cam Reddish with 13.
Fernando had 12 rebounds. Bradley Beal had 40 points and
six assists for Washington, which had six other players score
in double figures. Troy Brown Jr. finished with 19 points.

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS 112 - ORLANDO MAGIC 97
Kawhi Leonard scored 31 points and grabbed 14

rebounds, and Landry Shamet and Montrezl Harrell added
19 points each as Los Angeles used a third-quarter charge
to notch the road victory. Lou Williams scored 15 points as
the Clippers improved to 4-1 on their season-long six
game road trip. Leonard extended his career-long streak
of 30-point games to eight. Michael Carter-Williams
scored 15 points as the Magic lost their third consecutive
game and fell for the fifth time in their past six games.
Orlando lost twice to the Clippers during that stretch,
falling 122-95 at Los Angeles on Dec. 16.

NEW YORK KNICKS 110 - BROOKLYN NETS 97
Reggie Bullock fueled a decisive third-quarter run by

hitting back-to-back 3-pointers — including the basket

that gave New York the lead for good — in its victory
against visiting Brooklyn. Julius Randle had 22 points and
15 rebounds as the Knicks won for just the third time in 13
games. Marcus Morris Sr. scored 21 points, Taj Gibson
scored 11 points and Bullock added 10 points. Mitchell
Robinson (12 points) and Frank Ntilikina (11 points) each
scored double digits off the bench. Spencer Dinwiddle
scored 23 points for the Nets, who have lost six of seven
and are 3-14 since Christmas. Taurean Prince had 14 points
while Rodions Kurucs scored 12 points. Joe Harris and
Garrett Temple added 11 points apiece.

DENVER NUGGETS 117 - HOUSTON ROCKETS 110
Nikola Jokic had 24 points, 12 rebounds and 11 assists,

Jerami Grant scored a season-high 25 points and host
Denver beat short-handed Houston. Michael Porter Jr. and
Monte Morris scored 17 points each, Will Barton had 11
and Malik Beasley 10 for Denver. The Rockets played
without NBA leading scorer James Harden due to a left
thigh contusion that head coach Mike D’Antoni said might
keep him out of Monday’s game at Utah.

TORONTO RAPTORS 110 - SAN ANTONIO SPURS 106
Pascal Siakam scored 35 points, 30 of them in a domi-

nating first half, and Fred VanVleet hit the decisive 3-
pointer in the final minute as visiting Toronto earned a vic-
tory over San Antonio. It was Toronto’s seventh straight
win, tying its season best. The last team to beat the
Raptors was San Antonio, which defeated the Raptors
105-104 in Toronto on Jan. 12. Toronto led by 19 points in
the first quarter, by a dozen at halftime but by just a point
heading into the final period. The Spurs then scored 12 of
the first 15 points of the period to take an eight-point
advantage before the Raptors answered with a 14-0 run.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 114 - PHOENIX SUNS 109
Ja Morant scored 23 points to lead three Memphis

players scoring 20-plus and the host Grizzlies held off
Phoenix. On a day with news of NBA legend Kobe
Bryant’s death, Sunday’s game opened with Memphis
taking a 24-second shot-clock violation. Phoenix recip-
rocated with an eight-second backcourt violation. The
gestures recognized Bryant’s two professional jersey
numbers, 8 and 24. Following the somber tribute,
Memphis jumped ahead 30-18 after the first quarter.
Morant, Jaren Jackson Jr. and Dillon Brooks carried much
of the scoring load from the outset, and both Jackson and
Brooks finished with 20 points. — Reuters

Pelicans get first 
win with Zion 

NEW ORLEANS:  Brandon Ingram #14 of the New Orleans
Pelicans drives against Jaylen Brown #7 of the Boston
Celtics during the second half at the Smoothie King
Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. — AFP


