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PARIS: Neymar dedicated his second goal in Paris
Saint-Germain’s 2-0 win at Lille to basketball legend
Kobe Bryant, whose death in a helicopter crash earlier
on Sunday shocked the world, as his double shot the
French champions 10 points clear at the top of Ligue 1.

The world’s most expensive player slotted home the
52nd-minute penalty and went over to television cam-
eras by the side of the Stade Pierre Mauroy pitch to
make the number 24 with his fingers in honour of
Bryant’s shirt number.

“It’s deeply saddening for the world of sport and for
all of us,” said Neymar to Canal+ after the win, which
put PSG 10 points clear at the top of the league. “Not
just for basketball fans, but for everything he did for
sport.”

He had already put his side ahead with a fine strike
in the first half before putting the game out of reach
and increasing the gap between them and second-
placed Marseille. His 12th league goal of the season
tipped the balance in the Parisians’ favour after a posi-
tive start for the home side, who were unbeaten at
home ahead of the match.

The Brazilian almost immediately slipped through
Mbappe but the onrushing Mike Maignan stopped the
France World Cup winner from clinching his 14th top-
flight effort of the campaign. Mbappe was stopped
again by Maignan when he got his body in the way of
a fierce close-range effort, but the away side were giv-
en a penalty soon after for a clear Gabriel handball just
before the forward’s shot.

Neymar squeezed his spot-kick just beyond
Maignan, who got his hand to the shot but looked on in
horror as it made its way in off the post. “We deserved
to win, I think we played well,” said PSG coach
Thomas Tuchel.

“We controlled the match and counter-attacks and
this is not easy to do against a good team like Lille.”
Lille stay seventh after the defeat, two points away
from the European places.

Neymar’s tribute came on what was already an
emotional day in French football, with Nantes and
Bordeaux also honouring their former striker Emiliano
Sala, a year after his death in a plane crash. The clubs
remembered Argentine forward Sala before the Derby
de l’Atlantique at the Stade de la Beaujoire.

Bordeaux won 1-0 courtesy of a late goal by Jimmy
Briand as Nantes played most the second half with 10
men after the dismissal of Andrei Girotto. The 28-year-
old Sala was killed last January when the small plane
taking him to join Cardiff City after being bought from
Nantes for £15 million ($19.5 million) crashed off the
Channel island of Guernsey.

Nantes wore a special white and pale blue shirt
inspired by Argentina while Bordeaux’s kit featured an
Argentine flag beneath the club crest flanked by the
player’s initials. Proceeds from the sales of the strips
will go to the two Argentine clubs Sala played for in his
youth. A portrait of Sala was also displayed in the cen-
tre circle during the warm-up and there was a minute’s
applause ahead of kick-off. Supporters laid flowers
outside the ground and broke out into a song com-
memorating Sala in the ninth minute, representing the
shirt number worn by the player which has since been
retired by Nantes.

Sala left his homeland to join Bordeaux in 2012 and
then played for Nantes between 2015 and 2019. Earlier
Karl Toko Ekambi scored on his Lyon debut Sunday in
a 3-0 victory over bottom club Toulouse.

Cameroon striker Toko Ekambi, who joined on loan
this week from Villarreal until the end of the season,
sealed the win six minutes later as Lyon climbed up to
fifth in Ligue 1.

Toko Ekambi came on as a first-half substitute after
a scary incident involving France Under-21 forward
Martin Terrier. Terrier was stretchered off after fainting
on the pitch, but Lyon said at half-time the player had
regained consciousness. — AFP
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England beat South Africa by 
191 runs to take series 3-1

JOHANNESBURG: England bowled South Africa out
for 274 runs yesterday to win the fourth test at The
Wanderers by 191 runs and ensure an emphatic 3-1
series victory. Mark Wood took four wickets as the
home team crumbled in the evening session after
threatening to offer stoic resistance earlier in the day.

England completed the task with a day to spare with
South Africa falling well short of their 466 run target in
what would have been the highest fourth innings test
chase. The success is a massive boost for a young
English team who overcame several obstacles on a
tough tour and calms questions over Joe Root’s cap-
taincy.

“It took a lot to pick ourselves up after losing the
first test and that’s been extremely pleasing. It’s taken a
big effort from every one and it’s a very exciting time
for English cricket,” said Root as he took the series tro-
phy. For South Africa it marked a 108-year low as they
lost for the eighth time in their last nine tests for their
worst run since 10 defeats in 11 tests between 1910 and
1912. Wood took 4-54 — finishing with nine wickets in
the game — and Stuart Broad and Ben Stokes added
two more for England as they took the last six South
African wickets for 39 runs.

The home team were facing a near impossible target
of 466 and provided a flicker of resistance but lost
wickets at crucial intervals. “England were better than
us in every department with both ball and bat,” said
home skipper Faf du Plessis.

“We have to give them credit for being the better
team.” Rassie van der Dussen scored 98, falling agonis-

ingly short of a maiden test century, before being
tricked into offering an easy catch, just five balls after
Du Plessis had been bowled by Stokes for 35.

Their 92-run partnership for the third wicket kept
alive unlikely home hopes after South Africa were 90-2
at lunch. Quinton de Kock hit another swashbuckling
knock, but by the time he fell for 39 runs, with eight
wickets down, the contest was already over.

Van der Dussen was given out leg before wicket to
Chris Woakes with just the third ball he faced on
Monday and almost ran out of time as he dithered over
whether to review, but then won a reprieve as the ball
was shown to be missing the wickets.

He took advantage to hit 15 fours and two sixes in a
boundary-filled innings and will be livid with the way
he went out, essentially ending hopes of fairytale for
both himself and his team. — Reuters

JOHANNESBURG: England’s captain Joe Root (back row C) holds the Basil D’Olivera Test series trophy with the
England cricket team at the end of the fourth day of the fourth Test cricket match between South Africa and England
at the Wanderers Stadium in Johannesburg yesterday. — AFP

England complete task with a day to spare 

SCOREBOARD

England 400 and 248
South Africa 183 and 274 (H. van der Dussen 98; M. Wood
4-54).
Result: England won by 191 runs.
Series: England won 3-1.
Toss: England. 

England beat South Africa by 191 runs on the fourth day of the
fourth and final Test at the Wanderers Stadium yesterday.

HARARE: A fine second Test century by Sean Williams
enabled Zimbabwe to dominate the opening day of the
second Test against Sri Lanka in Harare yesterday, as
they reached 352 for six at the close.

The Zimbabwe captain, who won the toss and chose
to bat first, made 107 from 137 balls, an innings which
swung between the swashbuckling, with 10 fours and
three sixes, and the pragmatic. 

He was well backed up by Brendan Taylor who made
a run-a-ball 62 and Sikandar Raza who hit two sixes
and four fours in his 72.

Looking to bounce back from last week’s 10-wicket
defeat at the same venue in the first Test, Zimbabwe
pressed on in the evening with Regis Chakabva on 31
and debutant Tinotenda Mutombodzi on 10.

After the early losses of Prince Masvaure and Craig
Ervine, Taylor began the counter-attack, hitting 10
fours and one six over long-off from left-arm spinner
Lasith Embuldeniya in his brisk knock. 

Taylor scored the lion’s share of the runs in a 65-run
partnership with opener Kevin Kasuza who played in
spite of being ‘substituted’ for the second innings in last
week’s first Test after being hit on the head while field-
ing at short leg. Kasuza batted through the morning
before losing his off stump to Suranga Lakmal for 38.

Lakmal, who bowled superbly in the first Test, pro-
duced another fine delivery to remove Taylor, nipping
one back to peg him leg before.

Williams began swiftly galloping to 36 from just 36
balls. He slowed slightly to reach his third Test half-cen-
tury and found a handy partner in Raza.

Together they added 159 for the fifth wicket as the

Sri Lankans struggled to plug the gaps in the field. The
breakthrough came when Raza, on 72, miscued a pull
off Embuldeniya and dollied up a catch to Angelo
Mathews at long-on.

Williams went on to bring up his second Test centu-
ry — his first was against New Zealand in Bulawayo
four years ago — by sweeping Embuldeniya for four.

He gave it away in the next over, however, when he
attempted to slog a straight ball from Dhananjaya de
Silva over midwicket and was bowled.

Sri Lanka took the new ball immediately but were
unable to make further inroads as Chakabva and

Mutombodzi batted watchfully through to the close. 
The visitors had begun the day well with Lahiru

Kumara finding the edge of Masvaure’s bat for nine
before Irvine nudged De Silva to short leg where
Oshada Fernando snapped up a sharp catch.

Zimbabwe made two changes to the side that lost
the first Test with Carl Mumba replacing the injured
Kyle Jarvis and all-rounder Mutombodzi, who bowls
leg-spin, coming in for his Test debut ahead of Ainsley
Ndlovu. Sri Lanka made one change with left-arm pace
bowler Vishwa Fernando coming in for Kasun Rajitha.
Sri Lanka lead the two-Test series 1-0. —AFP
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HARARE: Zimbabwe’s Sikandar Raza (R) plays a shot during the first day of the second Test cricket match between
Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka at the Harare Sports Club in Harare yesterday. — AFP

LAHORE: The third Twenty20 international between
Pakistan and Bangladesh was abandoned without a
ball being bowled yesterday because of bad weather
in Lahore, giving the home side a 2-0 series victory.

Murky conditions and drizzle delayed the sched-
uled 13:00 pm (0830 GMT) toss at the Gadaffi stadi-
um pitch, but play was called off three hours later.
Pakistan won the first match by five wickets on Friday
and the second by nine wickets the next day. 

The series win helped Pakistan hang on to their
number one ranking in Twenty20 internationals with
270 points, leading Australia by just one point.
Pakistan skipper Babar Azam said the series win will
help the team’s confidence.

“Our bowling was outstanding in both the games...
helped us keep them down to low totals,” said Babar
who lost 2-0 in Australia last year in his first series as
skipper. Bangladesh skipper Mahmudullah said the
loss was disappointing.

“Before the series we knew that Pakistan will be
favourites because they are world number one and
we are nine. “We managed to put a good fight in the
first match, but in the second match they won con-
vincingly because they have a good bowling side.”

Bangladesh will fly out late yesterday but return
on February 5 to play the first of two Tests, in
Rawalpindi. They play a one-day international on
April 3 in Karachi, and the second Test starting
April 7.  — AFP

VALLADOLID: Real Madrid moved top of La Liga for the
first time since October on Sunday after grinding out a 1-0
win away at Real Valladolid to make Barcelona pay for
their surprise defeat to Valencia.

It is 16 weeks since Madrid last finished a round top of
the pile and it looked like a scrappy contest at the Jose
Zorilla would end goalless until Nacho headed in the win-
ner with 12 minutes remaining. Victory means Zinedine
Zidane’s side pull three points ahead of Barca, whose 2-0
loss away at the Mestalla on Saturday under new coach
Quique Setien could prove a turning point in a nip-and-
tuck title race.

Madrid now have the luxury of hosting their struggling
city rivals Atletico Madrid, who are 10 points back after a
goalless home draw with Leganes earlier on Sunday, with
a cushion next weekend, not to mention on the back of a
19-game unbeaten run.

That streak included them drawing a game they
arguably should have won at Camp Nou in December and
then lifting the Spanish Super Cup earlier this month in
Saudi Arabia. As Barcelona pursue a more entertaining
style of football under Setien, Madrid march on, gaining
momentum with wins that based largely on solidity and a
stubborn defence.  Their form has been even more impres-
sive given the absence of key players, with Eden Hazard,
Karim Benzema and Gareth Bale starting only four times
together this season. 

Real Valladolid, who are owned by the former Brazil and
Real Madrid striker Ronaldo, are being drawn into a rele-
gation fight after winning only one of their last 12. They
stay 16th, five points above the bottom three.

Valladolid’s Joaquin Fernandez was lucky not to be sent
off early on for a two-footed challenge on Rodrygo, which
only earned him a yellow card, despite the protests of

Madrid’s players. 
Casemiro thought he had scored when he nodded in at

the back post but VAR showed him to have been just off-
side and Valladolid arguably finished the first half the
stronger. Thibaut Courtois made a good save to deny
Michel and then had to backpeddle to prevent Raul
Garcia’s cross dropping in under his crossbar.

After a scrappy opening 45 minutes, Madrid improved
in the second period as the lively Rodrygo tested Jordi
Masip and Benzema twice should have scored. First, he
failed to volley in an excellent Isco cross from close range
and then rose high to meet Rodrygo’s delivery but headed
wide of the post.

Valladolid were retreating and, in the 78th minute,
Madrid struck. Toni Kroos’ corner was cleared back out to
him and at the second time of asking, he picked out Nacho,
who diverted a smart header into the far corner.  Nacho
ran over to Zidane on the touchline to hug his coach. There
was a late siege as Valladolid came again in the final min-
utes, the stadium erupting after Sergi Guardiola tapped in
at the back post. But his outstretched right foot was off-
side, and Madrid breathed a sigh of relief.  —AFP
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VALLADOLID: Real Madrid’s Brazilian forward Rodrygo (L)
vies with Real Valladolid’s Ghanaian defender Mohammed
Salisu during the Spanish league football match Real
Valladolid FC against Real Madrid CF at the Jose Zorilla
stadium in Valladolid. — AFP


