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UK unveils new visa 
scheme for scientists 
after Brexit
LONDON: Britain has announced a new fast-
track visa scheme for top scientists, researchers
and mathematicians as it prepares a new immigra-
tion system for life outside the European Union.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson revealed the plan
just days before Brexit finally takes place on
January 31. Concerns about mass migration were a
driving force in the 2016 campaign to leave the
EU, and Johnson has promised to end free move-
ment with the bloc. 

But he said on Sunday: “As we leave the EU, I
want to send a message that the UK is open to the
most talented minds in the world, and stand ready to
support them to turn their ideas into reality.” EU free
movement will continue for 11 months after Brexit
during a transition period designed to allow London
and Brussels to agree a new future partnership. 

The government hopes to introduce a new
points-based immigration system on January 1,
2021, for EU and non-EU citizens, but the details
are still being worked out. The newly announced
Global Talent visa system will come into effect from
next month, to replace the Tier 1 (Exceptional
Talent) visa. Only around 550 of the old visas were
issued in 2018-19, well below the cap of 2,000, and
officials hope the new, uncapped scheme will be
more enticing. 

It is open to a wider range of applicants, and
offers an easier route to settling in Britain. The gov-
ernment also unveiled an extra £300 million (356
million euros, $392 million) to fund “experimental
and imaginative mathematical sciences research”
over the next five years. “The UK has a proud his-
tory of scientific discovery, but to lead the field and
face the challenges of the future we need to contin-
ue to invest in talent and cutting-edge research,”
Johnson said in a statement. —AFP

LONDON: Meghan Markle’s estranged father Thomas
said yesterday that he was prepared to face his daugh-
ter in court and that she and her husband Prince Harry
had hurt Queen Elizabeth by abruptly stepping back
from royal duties. Harry, the British monarch’s grandson,
and Meghan, duchess of Sussex, agreed with the queen
this month that they would no longer work as royals
after their surprise announcement that they wanted to
carve out “a progressive new role” which they hope to
finance themselves.

“I think they’ve hurt the queen, I think they’ve hurt
the royals, and it just doesn’t work,” Markle told ITV’s
Good Morning Britain program. “I’m a little embar-
rassed for them and feeling really sorry for the queen.”
“The break from the royals is going to cause far more
problems.” Harry has spoken of his sadness at being
forced to give up his royal duties in a deal with the
queen, saying there was no other option if he his wife
Meghan were to seek an independent future away from
stifling media intrusion.

Under the arrangement, Harry will remain a prince
and the couple will keep their titles of Duke and
Duchess of Sussex as they begin a new life split
between Britain and North America, where they will
spend the majority of their time. “This decision to make
a break from the royals is very confusing, I don’t think
anyone understands or can figure out how this hap-
pened or why it happened - it makes no sense,” Markle
said. Markle, who lives in Mexico, has given a number
of TV interviews in which he has criticized his daughter,
saying they were the only way he could communicate
with her.

Meghan has not publicly commented on the situation

with her father, but friends of hers told People
Magazine last year Markle had not tried to get in touch
with her and she was devastated by his actions. He
missed the couple’s glittering wedding in 2018 due to
health problems and has been estranged from his
daughter since then. He said he had never met Harry or
his grandson, the couple’s baby son Archie. The
Sussexes are now in Canada as they plan their future.

‘I really miss my daughter’
However, Markle could face Meghan in court. She is

suing The Mail on Sunday newspaper over its publica-
tion of a private letter she sent to him, in breach of her
copyright and human rights. The paper aims to use his
evidence in the legal battle. “If it comes to meeting
them in a courtroom, that’s great - at least I finally get
to see them, but I don’t want to face off or have a battle
with them,” Markle said. He added that he had asked
the newspaper to publish the letter. Harry has accused
the tabloid press of bullying his wife, likening their
treatment to that which his mother Princess Diana suf-
fered. Supporters of the couple say some negative cov-
erage has been fuelled by racism.

However, Markle said he did not think that Meghan
had faced racist media coverage in Britain: “I don’t buy
that.” “I really miss my daughter,” Markle added, saying
she had “ghosted” him. “I love my daughter and I cer-
tainly would love my grandson and I’d love Harry if I
met him, I’m sure,” he said, adding that the prince,
sixth-in-line to the British throne, should have come to
visit him to ask for his daughter’s hand in marriage.
When asked what he would say now to Prince Harry, he
said: “Man up and come down and see me.” —Reuters

Meghan’s split hurt the queen: Meghan’s father

Meghan’s dad to Meghan: Would 
be great to see you, even in court

NORTH SAANICH: The residence of Prince Harry and his wife Meghan is seen in Deep Cove Neighborhood
from a boat on the Saanich Inlet, North Saanich, British Columbia. —AFP

Fishermen 
angling for 
big catch 
post Brexit
NORTH SHIELDS: Just before dawn, the
Good Fellowship trawler casts its nets
deep into the North Sea’s cold swirling
waters, fishing for prawns off England’s
northeast coast. Britain finally departs
the European Union on Friday but
remains bound by the bloc’s Common
Fisheries Policy (CFP) until the end of a
transition period on December 31.

The Good Fellowship’s captain, David
Shiel, is cautiously hopeful that Brexit can
help reverse decades of decline in the
UK’s once-booming fishing industry that
has been blamed partly on EU member-
ship allowing foreign vessels to fish in
British waters. In pitch blackness, the
small vessel embarks upon a day-long
trip from the port town of North Shields -
situated at the mouth of the River Tyne —
to fish off the coast of England’s north-
eastern region, almost all of which voted
for Brexit. As dawn breaks, the three-man
crew shoots heavy nets into the dark
coastal waters eight miles out to sea.

And as the nets scrape along the bot-
tom of the seabed, scooping up prawns
largely destined for dining tables and
restaurants in Italy, France and Spain,
Shiel says the time has come for the UK
to take back control for its own fishing
fleet. “Our own fleet surely has to come
first,” he tells AFP, after steering his ship

out of North Shields - whose historic
Fish Quay dating back to the 13th centu-
ry is the base for 33 vessels and around
350 fishermen.

Key Brexit role
While fishing accounts for less than

0.1 percent of UK economic output, it
played a key role in the 2016 referendum
in favor of exiting the EU. The CFP per-
mits European Union vessels equal
access to the fishing grounds of other
member states, provided that they com-
ply with quotas. Shiel, 52, who lives in the
northeast town of Seahouses, argues that
this permits rival EU fishermen to catch
an unfair amount of fish from UK waters. 

Following Brexit, British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s Conservative
government is planning legislation to
exclude foreign vessels. However, a
Brussels-based EU diplomat told AFP
that finding an accord on fishing access
to British waters was a prerequisite for
striking an overall deal on Britain’s new
trade relationship with the bloc.

Indeed, many UK trawlermen believe
they could be sacrificed for Britain win-
ning deals for its key service sectors, led
by London’s financial industry. “We’ve
got to be looking at a bigger picture to
get better sustainable fishing for our
own country,” insists Shiel. “The trouble
is once again we’ve been promised and
promised and at the last minute they’ll
sell you down the river, because they’ve
got no spine — any of them,” he adds in
reference to Britain’s politicians.

EU boats take roughly six times more
fish from UK waters than British boats
do from EU waters. At the same time, 90
percent of the fish caught off North
Shields by British boats are prawns for

export - with around two-thirds going to
France, Spain and Italy — according to
Andy Dixon, who manages Caley
Fisheries’ North Shields division. Britain
meanwhile tends to import most of the
fish that it consumes — including tuna,
cod and haddock.

‘Fine balance’ 
“There needs to be a fine balance

made” by the UK government to deliver
both Brexit and continued market access
to Britain’s exported fish, Dixon tells AFP
after hosting the port’s daily fish market
auction. Dixon hopes Johnson can be
trusted not to betray UK fishermen. “We
have to trust him, really. You just hope
we don’t get sold down the river. It’s

happened before,” he says. “It’s a big,
big thing that fishing is on the agenda.
We are an island. We are surrounded by
sea. It’s all our water.”

Barrie Deas, head of the UK body the
National Federation of Fishermen’s
Organizations, insisted that the British
fishermen had felt “betrayed” by the
granting of equal EU access in 1973.
“That was seen as a betrayal because the
fishing industry was sacrificed for other
national political and economic objec-
tives,” said Deas. Back at the Fish Quay,
veteran trawlerman Thomas Glenny says
he rues the day that the UK joined the
bloc, adding that he was not hopeful of a
brighter future. “I just hope it does work
out for us - but it won’t.” —AFP

AT SEA: Fishermen work aboard the Good Fellowship fishing trawler, while its
nets trawl the sea bed for prawns and other crustaceans, in the North Sea, off
the coast of North Shields, in northeast England. —AFP

Tripoli airport 
hit by rocket fire; 
UN slams Libya 
arms violations
TRIPOLI: The Libyan capital’s sole func-
tioning airport came under renewed fire
Sunday, as fighting broke out hours after
the UN mission in the country condemned
ongoing violations of an arms embargo.
The UN mission in Libya, UNSMIL, con-
demned “in the strongest possible terms”
the rocket strikes on Tripoli’s Mitiga air-
port, which has been hit by repeated
attacks in recent months. 

UNSMIL said in a statement Sunday
evening that the strikes had wounded at
least two civilians as well as damaged the
tarmac and a number of buildings at the
airport. World leaders met in Berlin last
weekend and committed to ending all for-
eign meddling in Libya and to upholding
the 2011 UN Security Council weapons
embargo as part of a broader plan to end
the country’s conflict. They also agreed to a
permanent ceasefire and steps to dismantle
numerous militias and armed groups, while
pushing a political process under the UN.

But fighting broke out on Sunday in the
Abu Grein region, 130 kilometers west of
Sirte, according to sources on both sides of
the conflict. Libya has been mired in chaos
since a 2011 NATO-backed uprising that
killed longtime dictator Muammar Gaddafi,
with two rival administrations latterly vying

for power. The conflict deepened last year
when military strongman Khalifa Haftar,
who controls much of the south and east of
Libya, launched an assault in April to seize
Tripoli, base of the UN-recognized
Government of National Accord (GNA).

‘Blatant violations’ 
On Saturday, the UN had said it “deeply

regrets the continued blatant violations of
the arms embargo in Libya”. “Over the last
10 days, numerous cargo and other flights
have been observed landing at Libyan air-
ports in the western and eastern parts of
the country, providing the parties with
advanced weapons, armored vehicles,
advisers and fighters,” it added. UNSMIL
said the ceasefire, which had provided
much-needed respite for civilians in Tripoli,
was now at risk of collapse.

“This fragile truce is now threatened by
the ongoing transfer of foreign fighters,
weapons, ammunition and advanced systems
to the parties by member states, including
several who participated in the Berlin con-
ference,” it said. On Sunday, Germany’s for-
eign ministry backed the UNSMIL state-
ment and voiced concerns about “a series of
unconfirmed but credible reports of embar-
go violations on both sides”. 

Haftar has the backing of Egypt, the
United Arab Emirates and Russia while the
GNA is supported by Qatar and Turkey. On
Sunday, Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan travelled to Algiers for talks with
his Algerian counterpart on Libya’s crisis
and the January 12 ceasefire, which
Moscow and Ankara brokered. Algeria
shares a common border with Libya of
some 1,000 kilometers.

Ahead of his departure, Erdogan lashed
out afresh at Haftar, calling him a “putschist”
and claiming he was “constantly behind vio-
lations of the ceasefire”. The UN says the
fighting since last April has killed more than
280 civilians and over 2,000 combatants,
while thousands have been wounded on
both sides. More than 170,000 Tripoli resi-
dents have been displaced. Renewed clashes
around Tripoli on Saturday killed at least
one civilian-a Moroccan national-and
wounded seven others, GNA health ministry
spokesperson Amin Al-Hashemi said.

‘Stable ceasefire’ 
The UN is hoping to hold inter-Libyan

talks soon in Geneva to consolidate the
sagging truce, as its mission in the country

warns of “a renewed and intensified round
of fighting”. A military commission estab-
lished at the Berlin summit-comprising five
GNA loyalists and five Haftar delegates-has
been tasked with defining ways of making
the truce hold.  “What’s important now is to
achieve a stable ceasefire, which the military
committee ‘5 + 5’... wants to negotiate in the
coming days,” the German foreign ministry
said. Ankara dispatched troops-in a training
capacity, it said-to support the GNA earlier
this month in a move criticized by European
powers and US President Donald Trump. 

Western powers are keen to stabilize
Libya-home to Africa’s largest proven crude
reserves-because of concerns Islamist mili-
tants and migrant smugglers, already active,
will take advantage of the chaos. —AFP

MITIGA: Photo shows a view of the Libyan capital Tripoli’s Mitiga International
Airport. Rocket fire forced the suspension of all flights into and out of Tripoli’s
sole functioning airport. —AFP 

Electric shock: Could 
Brexit scar Britain’s 
energy landscape?
LONDON: Britain’s exit from the EU, which will
finally happen on Friday, has sparked fears of dis-
ruption to its electricity market, from higher bills to
supply issues and stalled de-carbonisation efforts.

Britain depends on the European Union for much
of its electricity supply. Its own generation fell in
2018 by 1.6 percent, according to the latest avail-
able statistics. This reduction stems from the grad-
ual shutdown of coal-fired power plants, which is
yet to be fully compensated by a rise in wind power.
Imports of electricity and gas have increased in
response, predominant ly  f rom France, the
Netherlands and Ireland, which now account for
almost 40 percent of Britain’s energy consumption.

Britain’s imminent departure from the 28-member
EU and its single electricity market therefore repre-
sents a risk for an already fragile network, which
suffered a big blackout in August. It will continue to
benefit from existing arrangements during a post-
Brexit transition phase, while it seeks a new agree-
ment on everything from energy to security cooper-
ation with Brussels. 

But it is not clear if these talks will  entirely
resolve the issue. British industry regulator Ofgem
has said “alternative trading arrangements will
need to be developed”, without giving further
details. —AFP


