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GAZA: Palestinian demonstrators carry a banner from Gaza’s
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine group denouncing the
latest Middle East peace plan by US President Donald Trump.  —AFP

What we 
know about 
Mideast 
peace plan
JERUSALEM: More than two years after
he first proposed a plan to revive the long-
stalled Israeli-Palestinian peace process,
US President Donald Trump’s proposal is
finally set to be announced. It must address
intractable issues that stymied peacemak-
ers for generations, including the status of
Jerusalem, a city claimed by both sides as
their capital.

There is also deep-seated suspicion
between the two sides, and no longer
mutual acceptance that the United States is
the natural broker of any solution. While
Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu are the closest of political allies,
US relations with the Palestinians are at a
nadir. Palestinian leaders refuse even to
meet with the Trump administration, accus-
ing it of pro-Israeli bias.

What are the key issues?
The status of Jerusalem, including his-

torical sites sacred to Judaism, Islam and
Christianity. - Establishing mutually agreed
borders. - Finding security arrangements to
satisfy Israel’s fears of attacks by
Palestinians and hostile neighbors. - The
Palestinian demand for statehood in territo-

ry - the West Bank, Gaza Strip and East
Jerusalem - captured by Israel in the 1967
Middle East War. - Finding a solution to the
plight of millions of Palestinian refugees.-
Arrangements to share natural resources,
such as water. - Palestinian demands that
Israel remove its settlements in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem. More than
400,000 Israelis now live among about 3
million Palestinians in the West Bank, with
another 200,000 settlers in East Jerusalem.

Why revive peace plan now?
Both Trump and Netanyahu face

domestic troubles. Trump faces an
impeachment trial and Netanyahu was
indicted on corruption charges in
November. Both deny wrongdoing. They
also both face re-election campaigns -
Netanyahu in March and Trump in
November. Netanyahu twice tried and
failed to secure a majority in the Israeli
parliament last year. Trump has repeatedly
delayed the launch of his plan to avoid
causing election problems for Netanyahu
because of the possibility it will require
some concessions from Israel. He faces his
own political clock and could ill-afford to
wait for months for Israel to decide its next
prime minister, according to a source
familiar with the peace team’s thinking.

What’s in the Trump plan?
The proposal is dozens of pages long

but little has been revealed about its con-
tents. Palestinian and Arab sources who
were briefed on the draft fear it seeks to
bribe Palestinians into accepting Israeli
occupation, in what could be a prelude to

Israel annexing about half of the West
Bank including most of the Jordan Valley,
the strategic and fertile easternmost strip
of the territory. Palestinians say the Jordan
Valley, nearly 30 per cent of the West
Bank, would be a vital part of their future
state, as the breadbasket of the West Bank
and its border with Jordan. Trump’s son-in-
law Jared Kushner, the plan’s principal
author, launched the first stage in Bahrain
in June. It called for a $50 billion invest-
ment fund to boost the Palestinian and
neighboring Arab state economies.

What are its chances?
The last Israeli-Palestinian peace talks

collapsed in 2014. Continuing obstacles
include the expansion of Israeli settle-
ments on occupied land and generations
of mutual distrust. The last two decades
have also seen the rise to power in Gaza of
the armed Islamist movement Hamas,
which is formally committed to Israel’s
destruction and is in the midst of a
decades-long power struggle with the
western-backed Palestinian Authority,
headed by President Mahmoud Abbas.
The elephant in the room is the two-state
solution - the long-standing international
formula to bring about peace by creating
an independent Palestinian state living
side-by-side with Israel. —Reuters

Syria regime 
forces set 
to enter key 
rebel hub 
NEAR MAARET AL-NUMAN: Syrian
regime forces were poised yesterday to
soon enter Maaret al-Numan, a town of
symbolic and strategic importance that is
deserted after months of bombardment, in
the country’s last major opposition bastion.
Maaret Al-Numan is a strategic prize lying
on the M5 highway linking Damascus to
Syria’s second city Aleppo, a main artery
coveted by the regime.

It is also the second biggest city in the
beleaguered northwestern province of
Idlib, the last stronghold of anti-regime
forces and home to some three million
people — half of them displaced by vio-
lence in other areas. Damascus loyalists
have since Friday seized around 14 towns
and villages around the city, reaching its
eastern outskirts, the Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said yester-
day. They have also cut a section of the M5
highway leading north from Maaret al
Numan to Idlib city, according to the

Observatory and the pro-government Al-
Watan newspaper.

Retaking full control of the highway is
essential to the government’s efforts to
rekindle a moribund economy. The fighting
has forced hundreds of thousands of civil-
ians to flee their homes, with hundreds of
vehicles yesterday packing a road leading
out of the flashpoint region under heavy
bombardment. “Maaret al-Numan is nearly
besieged,” said Observatory head Rami
Abdul Rahman, explaining that regime
forces were now stationed south, east and
north of the city.

Pincer movement 
Abdul Rahman said Damascus loyalists

were now pushing from the west and
northwest in a bid to tighten the noose
around the opposition holdout. An AFP
correspondent in the region said regime
forces were also trying to reach the city’s
southwestern edges to prevent rebels and
jihadists from falling back.

Idlib and nearby areas of Hama, Aleppo
and Latakia provinces are dominated by
the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) jihadist
group, led by members of the country’s
former Al-Qaeda franchise. In recent
months, the regime of President Bashar Al-
Assad has chipped away territory under
jihadist control in the four provinces,
despite several ceasefire agreements.
Assad has repeatedly vowed to reassert

control over the whole of Syria. An AFP
correspondent said Maaret al-Numan had
become a ghost town, but the Observatory
maintained that some civilians had
remained in the area despite the escalation.

Fearing further regime advances, resi-
dents of several towns and villages located
north of Maarat al-Numan, have started to
flee, according to the Observatory and an

AFP correspondent. Pick-up trucks carry-
ing entire families from the town of Saraqib
and the Jabal al-Zawiya region  packed a
road leading north towards the border with
Turkey, said an AFP correspondent. The
vehicles were crammed with mattresses,
clothes and household appliances, many of
them belonging to families who had previ-
ously fled Maaret al-Numan. —AFP

How world 
discovered the
Nazi death camps
PARIS: Images of what the Allies found when they liberated
the first Nazi death camps towards the end of World War II
brought the horror of the Holocaust to global attention. Many
of the ghastly pictures were at first held back from the broad-
er public, partly out of concern for those with missing rela-
tives. The concentration and extermination camps were liber-
ated one by one as the Allied armies advanced on Berlin in
the final days of the 1939-1945 war. The first was Majdanek in
eastern Poland, which was freed on July 24, 1944 by the
advancing Soviet Red Army. But in France, it was only the fol-
lowing year that media coverage was encouraged by the pro-
visional government led by General Charles De Gaulle set up
after the liberation of France.

‘Death Marches’ 
In June 1944, as it became clear that Germany was losing

the war, Nazi leader Heinrich Himmler ordered some camps
be evacuated before they were reached by Allied troops, and
that their prisoners be transferred to other locations. This
mainly concerned camps in the Baltic states most exposed to
advancing Soviet troops. Officers of the Schutzstaffel (SS)
paramilitary in charge were ordered to cover up all traces of
crimes before fleeing. The sprawling Auschwitz-Birkenau
complex in southern Poland, liberated by the Red Army on
January 27, 1945, was gradually dismantled from mid-1944
and its more than 60,000 prisoners evacuated.  When the
Soviets arrived, only 7,000 prisoners remained, unable to
walk and follow their comrades on what became known as
“Death Marches” to other camps.

Images not widely shared 
The discovery of the first camps had little impact on the

public at large because the images were not widely shared.
Russian and Polish investigators photographed the camps at
Majdanek and Auschwitz, and US army photographers made
a documentary on Struthof, the only Nazi concentration
camp based in what is now France. But France in particular
did not want them broadcast to avoid alarming people with
relatives missing after being deported, captured or conscript-
ed. A turning point came on April 6, 1945 with the discovery
of Ohrdruf, an annex of the Buchenwald camp in Germany.

‘Indescribable horror’ 
When American forces-accompanied by US war corre-

spondent Meyer Levin and AFP photographer Eric Schwab-
entered Ohrdruf, they came across a still-blazing inferno and
skeletal prisoners executed with a bullet to the head. The
Supreme Commander of Allied Forces in Europe, Dwight
Eisenhower, visited the camp on April 12, describing after-
wards “conditions of indescribable horror”. The Allied lead-
ership decided immediately that all censorship should be lift-
ed so the world could see evidence of the Nazi atrocities.
That evening France’s communist daily Ce Soir published on
its front page a picture of a mass grave. Days later
Eisenhower said journalists should visit camps “where the
evidence of bestiality and cruelty is so overpowering as to
leave no doubt in their minds about the normal practices of
the Germans”. —AFP

OSWIECIM: The presidents of Israel and Poland
called yesterday for greater global efforts to combat
anti-Semitism as the world marked 75 years since the
liberation of the Auschwitz death camp amid con-
cerns over a resurgence of anti-Jewish prejudice.
More than 1.1 million people, most of them Jews, per-
ished in the camp’s gas chambers or from starvation,
cold and disease.

“Today we hear voices which spread hate, on the
internet, on the street and in the centers of political
power... Our duty is to fight anti-Semitism, racism and
fascist nostalgia, those sick evils that... threaten to eat
away at the foundations of our democracies,” Israeli
President Reuven Rivlin told a news conference at a
venue near the camp, which is now a museum.

Polish President Andrzej Duda, who did not attend
Israel’s national Holocaust Memorial last Friday
because he was not allowed to speak, thanked Rivlin for
his presence at Auschwitz. “This presence is a sign of
remembrance, it is a visible sign of opposition to inhu-
man treatment, hatred, against all forms of hate, espe-
cially racist hate,” Duda told the same news conference.

Set up by Nazi Germany in occupied Poland in
1940, at first to house Polish political prisoners,
Auschwitz became the largest of the extermination
centers where Adolf Hitler’s plan to kill all Jews - the
“Final Solution” - was put into practice. Returning to
the site where her relatives were murdered, 92-year-
old Holocaust survivor Yvonne Engelman, who now
lives in Australia, recalled the horrors of the camp.
“We could hear children coughing, crying, choking
from the gas and also the smelling of the human flesh
and the great fear what we experienced is that

maybe you will be the next victim,” she said.

Anti-Semitism
Studies show that despite the experiences of those

who suffered and died in the Holocaust anti-Semitic
attitudes still persist. A 2019 survey by the US-based
Anti-Defamation League showed that about one in four
Europeans harbor “pernicious and pervasive” attitudes
towards Jews, compared with 19% of North Americans.
In Germany, 42% agreed that “Jews still talk too much
about what happened to them in the Holocaust”, it said.
Two people were killed in a shooting near a synagogue
in eastern Germany in October, in what officials called
an anti-Semitic attack.

German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier and
Israel’s Rivlin are among more than a dozen heads of
state due to take part in ceremonies starting at 1430
GMT yesterday at the “Gate of Death”, where rail
tracks led trains packed with victims into the camp. The
commemorations take place as Poland seeks to high-
light its own suffering during World War Two, in which
six million Poles, including three million Polish Jews,
were killed and Warsaw was razed to the ground.

For many non-Jewish Poles, Auschwitz remains the
place where the Nazis jailed and killed Polish resistance
fighters, the intelligentsia, Roman Catholic priests and
innocent civilians. Critics say the nationalist Law and
Justice (PiS) government is not doing enough to count-
er anti-Semitism and is instead focusing on what it sees
as Polish heroism during the war and downplaying
Jews’ claims to postwar restitution of property seized
from them. PiS says the West fails to grasp the extent of
Poland’s pain and bravery. —Reuters

Poland, Israel condemn anti-Semitism at Auschwitz commemoration

World marks 75th anniversary 
of the liberation of Auschwitz

OSWIECIM: A Holocaust survivor places flowers at the death wall at the memorial site of the former
German Nazi death camp Auschwitz during ceremonies to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the
camp’s liberation in Oswiecim, Poland yesterday. —AFP

SHADMOT MEHOLA: Photo shows a view of the Israeli settlement of Shadmot
Mehola in the Jordan valley in the occupied West Bank. —AFP

HAZZANU, Syria: Syrians arrive in trucks transporting their belongings to Hazano in
the northern countryside of Idlib city yesterday after fleeing its southern countryside
during an ongoing offensive by regime forces on the northwestern region. —AFP

Palestinian PM calls 
on world to boycott 
Trump peace plan
RAMALLAH: Palestinian prime minister Mohammed
Shtayyeh yesterday urged international powers to boy-
cott US President Donald Trump’s “peace plan” which
they see as biased towards Israel. “This a plan to pro-
tect Trump from impeachment and protect (Israeli

Prime Minister Benjamin) Netanyahu from prison. It is
not a Middle East peace plan,” Shtayyeh told a cabinet
meeting. “This plan gives Israel sovereignty over
Palestinian territory,” he said.

Trump is expected to unveil his “peace plan” for
the Middle East after hosting in Washington
Netanyahu and his political rival Benny Gantz. It
comes as Trump is facing an impeachment trial in the
Senate while Netanyahu, who is facing indictment
over corruption allegations, will contest an election
next month which Gantz is hoping to win. “We call on
the international community to not be partners in this
because it contravenes international law,” Shtayyeh

told the Palestinian cabinet. “The rights of the
Palestinian people are not for sale.”

The Palestinians have not been invited to
Washington, having cut all  ties with the Trump
administration over its pro-Israel stance. The plan is
widely expected to be the most favorable towards
Israel ever proposed by the United States, with
alleged leaks - denied by Trump - suggesting it could
declare settlements in the occupied West Bank legal.
The US proposal could also pull back from the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state with east Jerusalem as its
capital after Trump in 2018 recognized Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital. —AFP


