
ISSUE NO: 18046

28 Pages  
150 Fils

 
www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

JUMADA ALTHANI 3, 1441 AH 
TUESDAY,  
JANUARY 28, 2020

Max 20º 
Min 06º 

Filipino FM’s remark infringes  
on Kuwait’s security, judiciary

Eilish dominates Grammys as  
music world mourns Kobe

4 months after ‘Howdy, Modi!’,  
some Indians abroad protest 

Nadal weathers fierce Kyrgios  
challenge to reach quarters2824204

IMF calls for slashing public  
sector wages, imposing taxes

Global lender warns that without reforms, Kuwait’s financing needs will grow rapidly

News in brief

KUWAIT: The International Monetary 
Fund yesterday urged OPEC member 
Kuwait to introduce a package of reforms 
that includes imposing taxes and phasing out 
subsidies to plug a chronic budget deficit. 
Kuwait, which heavily depends on oil for 
almost 90 percent of its revenues, has been 
hit hard since crude prices crashed in mid-
2014 and earlier this month approved a 
budget with a huge shortfall for the sixth 
year in a row. Income from investments held 
through the government’s sovereign wealth 
fund is not included in 
the budget.  

Spending, mostly 
on hard-to-reverse categories such as 
salaries and social aid, expanded by 25 per-
cent only in the past two fiscal years while 
the public wage bill has grown by about 6.0 
percent annually, the IMF said. Kuwait, 
which pumps 2.7 million barrels of oil per 
day, has huge fiscal reserves estimated at 
$644 billion by the IMF. Unlike other Gulf 
states, Kuwait has a lively parliament which 
has repeatedly blocked government plans to 
impose taxes or charges on public services. 
“Delays in fiscal reforms would further 

amplify fiscal financing needs while slow 
progress on the structural front would 
dampen growth,” the IMF said in a report.  

Kuwait’s economy grew by just 0.7 percent 
last year and is forecast by the IMF to grow by 
1.2 percent this year. The IMF said that without 
reforms, the government’s financing needs are 
projected to grow rapidly, accounting for $180 
billion over the next six years. The global 
lender proposed specific reforms over the next 
decade to help the state adjust its finances. The 
plan calls for gradually reducing public spend-

ing and curtailing the 
public wage bill, which 
accounts for nearly 

half of public expenditures, by making private 
sector jobs more attractive. 

The government should phase out fuel, 
electricity and water subsidies and social 
aid, which currently account for 7.5 percent 
of GDP or $10.3 billion annually, IMF said. It 
called on the government to follow in the 
footsteps of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain in imposing a five-per-
cent value-added tax and excises on luxury 
goods, as well as broadening profit tax on 
domestic companies. “ — Agencies 

FULL REPORT ON PAGE 14

Currency forger arrested  
 
KUWAIT: Criminal detectives arrested a curren-
cy forger with KD 8,960 in forged KD 20 notes. 
Jleeb detectives were tipped off about a person 
who forged KD 20 notes and released them in the 
market. After investigations, an undercover source 
was sent to buy the forged currency, and the sus-
pect was arrested with KD 1,300 in forged KD 20 
notes. The suspect confessed to forging ban-
knotes and told them he had more in his car, 
where they found amounts of KD 3,180 and KD 
4,480, in addition to blank paper in the size of KD 
20 notes. — Hanan Al-Saadoun 

Maid’s ‘killers’ jailed 
 
KUWAIT: An informed source said prosecutor 
general Dherar Al-Asousi ordered a Kuwaiti 
man and his wife - accused of kil l ing their 
Filipino maid - be sent to the central prison, 
with a decision to jail them for 21 days after 
they were charged with premeditated murder. 
Asousi decided to refer them to the criminal 
court and demanded the strictest sentence for 
the crime, which may reach capital punishment. 
The maid’s death caused the Philippines gov-
ernment to impose a total ban on the deploy-
ment of new Filipino workers to Kuwait. In a 
Twitter post on Friday, Filipino Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Teodoro Locsin Jr said the Manila 
government has rejected any offer of blood 
money and is pursuing legal action against the 
Kuwaiti employers.— Hanan Al-Saadoun 

WUHAN, China: China’s capital yesterday 
recorded its first death from a deadly coron-
avirus as it struggles to contain a rapidly 
spreading disease that has sparked global 
alarm, with countries scrambling to evacuate 
their citizens from the epicenter of the epi-
demic. Meanwhile, Kuwait airport authorities 
prevented nine passengers arriving from 
China from entering Kuwait over suspicions 
they were infected with the coronavirus. 

The death in Beijing raises the death 
toll from the new virus to 82, with more 
than 2,700 people infected across the 
nation and cases found in more than a 
dozen other countries.  

Continued on Page 24 

Kuwait denies  
entry to 9 as  
virus spreads 

BEIJING: A woman wearing a protective mask to help stop the spread of a deadly virus checks 
her look with the camera of her smartphone at Beijing railway station yesterday. — AFP  

BEIRUT: The Islamic State group vowed to shift its 
focus from the remnants of its “caliphate” towards 
Israel, in its first audio statement since confirming the 
death of Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi. In a purported audio 
message by its spokesman Abu Hamza Al-Quraishi, the 
organization called for sabotaging a so-called peace 
plan US President Donald Trump is due to unveil.  The 
spokesman said IS leader Abu Ibrahim Al-Hashimi Al-
Quraishi encourages the group’s fighters to launch “a 
new phase” and vowed major operations against Israel. 

“The eyes of the soldiers of the caliphate, wherever 
they are, are still on Jerusalem,” the spokesman said in 
the 37-minute message. “And in the coming days, God 
willing, you will see what harms you and what will make 
you forget the horrors you have seen,” Abu Hamza Al-
Quraishi said, apparently threatening attacks of 
unprecedented scope. AFP could not immediately 
authenticate the message but the recording was pub-
lished via the group’s usual social media channels. 

The organization once administered a sprawling 
self-proclaimed “caliphate” straddling big parts of 
Syria and Iraq, where it minted a currency, levied taxes 
and ran school curricula.  

Under pressure from combined military operations 
by Syrian and Iraqi forces supported by their respec-
tive allies, the proto-state collapsed last year. IS has 
remained a potent outfit in its Euphrates heartland and 
surrounding desert hideouts however and its franchises 
in Africa and Asia have also continued to expand their 
attacks. The group also has a presence in Egypt’s Sinai  

Continued on Page 24 

IS urges attacks  
against Israel to  
nix Trump plan

MANILA: A boy with a basketball walks past a wall painted for former Los Angeles 
Lakers basketball player Kobe Bryant yesterday, following his death overnight in 
the US. — AFP (See Page 26)

BANDAR-E MAHSHAHR, Iran: A Caspian Airlines McDonnell Douglas MD-83 aircraft is seen on a highway after it 
overshot the runway during its approach yesterday. —  AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Basketball legend Kobe 
Bryant’s death in a helicopter crash along 
with his teenage daughter sparked an out-
pouring of grief across the worlds of sports 
and entertainment yesterday. Bryant, 41, was 
traveling Sunday with his 13-year-old daugh-
ter Gianna and seven other passengers and 
crew when their helicopter slammed into a 
rugged hillside in thick fog in Calabasas, west 
of Los Angeles. There were no survivors. 

A five-time NBA champion and two-time 
Olympic gold medalist, Bryant is widely 

regarded as one of the greatest basketball 
players in history. He was an iconic figure 
who became one of the faces of his sport 
during a glittering two-decade career with 
the Los Angeles Lakers. All-time basketball 
great Michael Jordan said Bryant was “like a 
little brother” to him. “Words can’t describe 
the pain I’m feeling,” the former Chicago 
Bulls star said. “We used to talk often and I 
will miss those conversations very much.” 

Dozens of firefighters and paramedics bat-
tled across hilly terrain to reach the flaming 
wreckage of the Sikorsky S-76 but found no 
survivors, officials said. Fans and mourners 
descended on the area but police warned 
people to stay away. “As you can imagine, it’s 
a logistical nightmare in a sense because the 
crash site itself is not easily accessible,” Los 

Angeles County Sheriff Alex  
Villanueva told reporters. The National 

Transportation Safety Board said an 18-
strong team of investigators would be sent 
to California to probe the crash. 

Tributes to Bryant flooded in from former 
US presidents, pop stars and athletes from 
different sports, a sign of how the man 
known as the “Black Mamba” had transcend-
ed basketball. “Kobe was a legend on the 
court and just getting started in what would 
have been just as meaningful a second act,” 
Barack Obama tweeted.  

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of condolences 
to US President Donald Trump over the heli-
copter crash. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh  

Continued on Page 24 

World mourns 
Kobe Bryant 

TEHRAN: An Iranian passenger plane overshot a run-
way as it landed yesterday in the southwestern city of 
Bandar-e Mahshahr, barrelling into an adjacent high-
way without causing casualties, state TV reported. 
“Arriving at Mahshahr airport, the pilot landed the air-
craft too late and this caused him to miss the runway,” 
the broadcaster quoted the head of Khuzestan 
province’s aviation authority as saying. This “caused the 
aircraft to overshoot the runway and stop in a boule-
vard” next to the airport, Mohammadreza Rezaeia said. 

The McDonnell Douglas jet, belonging to Iran’s 

Caspian Airlines, was flying from Tehran’s Mehrabad 
Airport with 135 passengers plus the plane’s crew. 
State TV reported that all were safe. A state TV 
reporter travelling on the plane told the broadcaster 
that the aircraft’s “back wheel had broken off, as we 
saw it was left on the runway” and said the plane had 
been moving with no wheels before it ground to a halt. 
Iran’s aviation authority said “the cause of the incident 
is being investigated”. 

The Islamic republic had been planning to upgrade 
its decrepit fleet after long-standing US sanctions were 
lifted following the 2015 nuclear deal between Tehran 
and world powers. But when US President Donald 
Trump pulled out of the accord in 2018 and reimposed 
crippling economic sanctions, the treasury department 
revoked licenses for Boeing and Airbus to sell passen-
ger jets to Iran.  — AFP 

Iran plane slides off 
runway onto highway
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Prime Minister reflects on Kuwait’s
‘prideful’ UN Security Council stint

Kuwait pursued unwavering commitment to noble values during UNSC membership: FM

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah yesterday
praised Kuwait’s tenure in the UN Security Council,
saying it was something all Kuwaitis should be proud
of. During a symposium held at the Saud Al-Sabah
Kuwait Diplomatic Institute, he gave credit to Kuwait’s
diplomats, headed by Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah, for their strenuous efforts
during the country’s 2018-2019 non-permanent mem-
bership in the UN Security Council. Kuwait’s commit-
ment to matters concerning the Arab world, particu-
larly the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, was its primary
concern during its tenure, in addition to its devotion to
humanitarian causes, he added.

Describing the symposium as highly significant, the
Kuwaiti prime minister said the country’s stint in the
UN Security Council was a complete success, helping
thrust Kuwait’s diplomatic shrewdness into the global
limelight, citing its unflinching foreign policy that gar-
nered the trust of UN Security Council members. He
went on to say that Kuwait did everything in its power

to ensure that peace and stability in the region
remained intact, pointing out that the UN Security
Council tenure was also a learning experience that
gave Kuwait some insight on how to deal with sudden
outbreaks of conflict. Kuwait’s UN Security Council
membership coincided with a turbulent time on both
regional and international levels, the Kuwaiti premier
explained, saying the silver lining was the opportunity
to work closer with UN Security Council member
states. With the end of Kuwait’s UN Security Council
stint, the country lived through a “pivotal point” in its
illustrious history, pushing it forward amid its quest to
attain global prominence, he highlighted.

Successful experience
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah

commended Kuwait’s non-permanent membership of
the UN Security Council for the second time in its his-
tory as a “successful experience.” The minister made
the remark during the symposium held at the Foreign
Ministry under the aegis and in the presence of His

Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, under the title ‘Kuwait’s Second
Experience at the UN Security Council - 2018-2019.’

Sheikh Ahmad said that at the behest of the coun-
try’s political leadership, Kuwait maintained its
unyielding abidance by noble values enshrined in the
UN Charter. “Kuwait’s second experience at the
UNSC was so successful and fruitful that Kuwait, at
the direction of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, pursued its unwavering commitment to noble
values enshrined in the UN Charter and even other
relevant international covenants,” he said. He added
that the Foreign Ministry would never forget His
Highness the Prime Minister’s crucial role even ahead
of Kuwait’s UNSC non-permanent membership,
recalling that as soon as Kuwait had announced nomi-
nation for its second-ever non-permanent member-
ship, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled wasted no time to hold
meetings and pay visits to world countries to rally up

support. He spoke highly of these moves as having
greatly contributed to gaining Kuwait international
trust for its UNSC non-permanent membership.

The foreign minister also highly appreciated the
great efforts of the Foreign Ministry’s senior offi-
cials and permanent delegation in New York during
the country’s significant experience. Extolling His
Highness the Prime Minister’s role in this regard,
Sheikh Ahmad vowed to follow in his footsteps to
serve the supreme goals of the country’s foreign
policy, based on the long wisdom and shrewdness
of His Highness the Amir. He regarded His Highness
the Prime Minister’s patronage and presence in the
symposium as proof of his unshakable interest in
spurring and stimulating the Foreign Ministry’s staff.
Kuwait has ever gained UNSC non-permanent
membership twice: once in 1978-1979 and once
more in 2018-2019, reflecting the Gulf country’s
great international status and confidence in its abil-
ity to play an effective role in safeguarding interna-
tional peace and security. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah speaks during a symposium at
the Saud Al-Sabah Kuwait Diplomatic Institute yesterday. 

—KUNA photos
Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah delivers
a speech. Senior officials and diplomats seen in attendance.

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: A Kuwait inventor has come
up with an idea to support inventors in
realizing their inventions and protect-
ing their intellectual rights.
Abdulrahman Saleh Al-Heraibi pre-
sented his idea to MP Ali Al-Deqbasi,
who considered it an important idea
and submitted a draft law to approve
the project.

Heraibi spoke about this project -
Safinat Al-Amal (Ship of Hope) - dur-
ing a press conference on Sunday.
“Many inventors in Kuwait and other
countries were not able to market their
inventions. So I came up with this idea
to establish a public company that will
transform the inventions into real
products and bring additional income
to the public budget,” he said.

This is a unique project. “This huge
project is commercial and humanitari-
an at the same time. Realizing this
project needs legislation, as it would
be a public company owned by the
government, and this is why I
approached the member of parliament.
This project will serve inventors of all
nationalities and the government will
also benefit from the production of the
inventions,” added Heraibi.

According to him, this public com-
pany will provide solutions for inven-
tors and small and medium enterprises
all over the world. “The company will
produce the machines for the inven-
tions and will sell the inventors this
machine at an affordable price that
suits their budget. So the inventors will
be able to produce their invention
themself and big companies won’t be
able to exploit these inventions. This
will help their dreams come true,” he
noted.

Every project starts as a dream. “If
we had told somebody that this indus-
trial area Al-Rai will be a huge enter-
tainment place with a shopping mall,
cinema and hotel 20 years ago, nobody

would’ve believed me. The same
applies to this idea - Ship of Hope -
which is in line with the New Kuwait
2035 vision and transferring Kuwait
into a financial and trade center. I
adopted this idea by submitting a draft
law to the legislative committee at the
parliament, and we hope it will pass,”
stressed MP Deqbasi.

There are further details of this
project that will be discussed later.
“Currently we are focusing on approv-
ing the law to establish this national
public company. This is a unique and
new idea in Kuwait and the world. I
believe that after establishing this
company, it will attract inventors from
all over the world, especially since it
will protect their patents and market
them. This company will protect inven-
tors from unequal competition by big
companies, as only inventors or small
enterprises producing these inventions
will have the right to produce them,”
Deqbasi explained.

“I will work hard to approve this
law. I don’t mind discussing it with
specialized committees from the min-
istry of finance, Public Authority for
Investment, Audit Bureau and other
public institutions to highlight the eco-
nomic benefits of this project and to
take their opinions and suggestions.
After approving the law to establish
this company, we will discuss the
details with the institutions in charge,”
concluded Deqbasi.

Heraibi concluded by mentioning
more benefits of this project. “It will be
a new source of public income through
the manufacturing of the machines that
will produce the inventions. This proj-
ect will also boost the global economy
due to buying raw materials for the
production of the machines, in addition
of dealing with banks and other finan-
cial institutions. Furthermore, it will
shed light on Kuwait for proposing this
new profitable and humanitarian idea
that will help poor families.” 

‘Ship of Hope’ helps inventors
market their creations

KUWAIT:  MP Ali Al-Deqbasi (center) speaks during a press conference to announce the
Safinat Al-Amal (Ship of Hope) project yesterday. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Zain receives an award during the event.

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service
provider in Kuwait, received three public
relations and customer service awards in
recognition of the company’s distinguished
efforts during the year 2019. The announce-
ment was made during the conclusion cere-
mony of the Kuwait Public Relations and
Customer Service Prize, which was hosted by
Kuwait’s Public Relations Association at
Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center (JACC)
under the patronage of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

The awarding ceremony witnessed the
attendance of His Highness the Amir’s repre-
sentative the Minister of Social Affairs Dr
Ghadeer Aseeri, Head of Amiri Protocols
Sheikh Khaled Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah, and
Head of Kuwait’s Public Relations
Association Jamal Al-Nasrullah, who pre-
sented Zain’s awards to the company’s
Customer Care Director Raed Al-Thaqeb,
Media Relations Department Manager Alia
Al Awadhi, and Corporate Sustainability
Department Manager Haya Al-Mana. 

Zain received the biggest share of awards
during the event; the Excellence in Customer
Service in the Telecommunications Sector
Award to shed light on the company’s distin-
guished efforts in providing the best cus-

tomer service to its customer base, consid-
ered the largest in Kuwait. The company was
also awarded with the Excellence in
Corporate Sustainabil ity in the
Telecommunications Sector Award to high-
light its effective social and humanitarian
campaigns all year round as part of its com-
prehensive Corporate Sustainability and
Social Responsibility Strategy. Zain also
received the Excellence in Social Media
Accounts (Instagram) in the
Telecommunications Sector Award in recog-
nition of the company’s active and creative
communication with customers through
social media channels.

Kuwait’s Public Relations Association
dedicates this prize to shed light on the dis-
tinguished efforts and achievements of com-
panies and organizations in the fields of
public relations and customer service across
all industries from both the public and pri-
vate sectors. The event also featured a num-
ber of workshops about the strategies of PR
and customer service targeted at employees
of ministries and organizations. 

The judging committee - responsible for
selecting the winners - consisted of local
and international PR and Customer Service
experts who evaluated the participating

entities as per the highest international stan-
dards. The standards included serving cus-
tomers while meeting their needs, distin-
guished social contributions, excellent media
presence, and more. 

During December 2019, Zain proudly
received four titles as part of the seventh
Advertising Creativity Award. The award,
organized by the Arab Media Forum, award-
ed Zain with the TV Commercial Award for
its Ramadan TVC, Direction Award for its
Eid TVC, Creativity Award for its National
Day TVC, as well as the Customer Service
Excellence Award presented to Zain
Kuwait’s Chief Corporate Communications
and Relations Officer Waleed Al-Khashti.

This recognition from Kuwait’s Public
Relations and Customer Service Prize show-
cases Zain’s distinguished PR and media
involvement, and further strengthens the
company’s role as a leading private sector
company launching several public relations
and marketing campaigns all year round.
Zain will continue supporting this very
important field which carries significant and
informative messaging to the public at large
and the communications world as a whole,
whether through traditional or modern
media tools.

Zain receives biggest share at Kuwait
PR, Customer Service Prize

Zain staff pose for a photo with the awards. Zain’s awards.
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Amir set to attend Kuwaiti
flag hoisting ceremony today

Sheikh Sabah receives senior state officials at Bayan Palace

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is set to attend and patron-
ize a ceremony to hoist the Kuwaiti flag at Bayan Palace
at 10:00 am today. The ceremony will see the atten-
dance of His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and senior state officials. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. The meeting came
after His Highness the Crown Prince represented His
Highness the Amir at the closing ceremony of the King
Abdulaziz fourth Camel festival, which was held in
Riyadh. His Highness the Amir also received National

Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem.
Furthermore, His Highness the Amir received His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
Moreover, His Highness hosted His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

In the meantime, His Highness the Amir received
Chairman of Kuwait’s Supreme Judicial Council and the
Cassation Court, and President of the Constitutional
Court, Justice Yousef Al-Mutawaa. Also yesterday, His
Highness the Crown Prince received at Bayan Palace
Marzouq Al-Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak and His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled. 

In other news, His Highness the Crown Prince sent a
cable to Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al

Saud, thanking him for the warm reception he received
while attending the King Abdulaziz Camel Racing
Festival in Riyadh. His Highness the Crown Prince also
sent a similar cable to Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince,
Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Prince
Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. In the
cable to King Salman, His Highness the Crown Prince
expressed his delight at meeting the King along with
representatives of the member states of the Gulf
Cooperation Council. A fraternal spirit dominated the
encounter, which reflect the strength and historical ties
amongst GCC member states and their nations, he said.
His Highness the Crown Prince lauded the good organi-
zation and preparation which went into the festival as

well as the performances of the racers at this large
event, which he said, embodies the deep-rooted tradi-
tions and customs of the Gulf Arab region.

Separately, His Highness the Amir sent a cable of con-
dolences to Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro, express-
ing his deepest sympathy over the flood victims in
southeastern Brazil, which resulted in dozens injured and
thousands displaced from their areas. In the cable, His
Highness wished the injured a speedy recovery and for
the displaced to return quickly to their areas, hoping that
officials can overcome the aftermath of this natural dis-
aster. His Highness the Crown Prince and His Highness
the Prime Minister sent similar cables. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jaral lah met
Italian Ambassador to Kuwait Carlo
Baldocci  yesterday. Dur ing the
meet ing, they tackled Kuwait i-
I ta l ian  re lat ions  and the latest
regional and international develop-

ments. Assistant Foreign Minister
for  Europe Affa i rs  Ambassador
Waleed Al-Khubaizi and Assistant
Foreign Minister for the Deputy
Foreign Minister’s Office Affairs
Ambassador  Ayham Al-Omar
attended the meeting. — KUNA

Kuwait Deputy FM
meets Italy envoy

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) urged all travel agen-
cies not to issue flight tickets cheaper
than the usual market rates unless
approved and authorized by the con-
cerned airlines first. DGCA warned that
some travel agents issue tickets for
fares less than the market value without
the airlines’ approval, which multiplies
those agencies’ debts beyond their
payment capacities. DGCA stressed
that violating agencies will be fined,
adding that it is keen on regulating the
local aviation market and prevent
unauthorized or unlicensed brokers
from operating. Meanwhile, as part of
its policy of supporting national labor,
Kuwait Aviation Services Company
(KASCO) officially announced appoint-
ing 25 citizens in various positions
(engineers, mechanics, checking offi-
cers and quality control) in its facilities. 

Producer sentenced
The court of cassation yesterday

sentenced a popular Kuwaiti producer
to 10 years in prison with labor and a
KD 50,000 fine and acquitted his Iraqi
partner in a case filed against them for
possessing and trading in drugs.
Notably, both suspects were arrested
after the discovery of drugs in an
apartment they had been allegedly
using for ‘art production’, but which

was actually used in packing and dis-
tributing the drugs the suspect had
been importing concealed within cos-
metics shipments. 

MEW revenues
Recent statist ics issued by the

Ministry of Electricity and Water
(MEW) showed that the ministry’s daily
revenues are KD 829,000 collected by
37 offices around the country and the
main office in MEW premises in South
Surra for the ministry’s public services.
Statistics showed that KD 302.7 million
had been collected for electricity and
water consumption in 2019 including
KD 99.2 million collected during the
second half of the year. 

The collected revenues also include
insurance deposits for connecting elec-
tricity and the fees collected for munic-
ipal services. Statistics also showed
that KD 216 million had been collected
for the same services in 2014, KD 193
million in 2015, KD 279 million in 2016
and KD 235 million in 2017. Further,
statistics showed that MEW collected a
total of KD 2.3 billion in the period of
2004-2017. In a different concern,
informed sources said the Central
Agency for Public Tenders (CAPT) and
the Kuwait Authority for Partnership
Projects (KAPP) are expected to offer
for public bidding a tender to hire an
international consultant to prepare the
documents of the Al-Zour plant project.  

Warning against issuing flight
tickets below market value

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Chief Justice Yousef Al-
Mutawaa.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with
Italian Ambassador to Kuwait Carlo Baldocci. — KUNA
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Ooredoo Kuwait
continues to support
entrepreneurs
KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait, first to launch innovated
digital services in Kuwait is proudly partnered with
Al-Souq Murouj for the fourth consecutive year. The
first market was held on 16 January in which Ooredoo
supported local entrepreneurs and international busi-
nesses. The market, which was held at Murouj
Complex phase 1, included artisanal food products
and crafts, with a ‘street food’ section aimed at high-
lighting the culinary diversity of Kuwait’s local food
community. The market also offered an arrangement
of live entertainment and a section dedicated for chil-
dren’s activities. The second Scene market will be
held next month 25 to 29 February in Murouj phase 3.
Ooredoo Kuwait stated: “That it is proud to support
local businesses and entrepreneurs through this
engaging project. This sponsorship comes in tandem
with Ooredoo’s social responsibility strategy, which

in turn is based on our core values of caring, con-
necting and challenging.”

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s deputy foreign minister said Iran’s
ambassador has vowed that a position will be taken on a
senior Iranian Air Force officer’s repeated remarks that a
Kuwaiti military base was, alongside other bases, involved
in a recent operation in Baghdad. Kuwait has “not yet
received a response from the Iranian foreign ministry,”
Deputy Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah said and noted that
his talks with the Iranian Ambassador Mohammad Irani
were “positive.”

“We sensed the Iranian ambassador’s acknowledge-
ment of Kuwait’s concern over the news, and the ambassa-
dor promised us that this would be reported to Tehran,”
Jarallah said. “We also requested for there to be a position
(on the matter) and the ambassador promised this would
be the case - we are currently awaiting this position.”

Jarallah also highlighted that talks remain ongoing
between Kuwait’s Charge d’Affaires in Tehran and Iranian
officials. Kuwait’s foreign ministry summoned the Iranian
ambassador last Friday over the matter, during which the
deputy foreign minister expressed “dismay and puzzle-
ment” at the repetition of the remarks, categorically
rejecting any notions that any aircraft had flown from Ali
Al-Salem Airbase to take part in the operation. Kuwait’s
Armed Forces, in an earlier statement, also denied the
involvement of any Kuwaiti bases in the said operation.

Philippines’ remarks
Meanwhile, Jarallah has dismissed the Filipino foreign

secretary’s recent remark about the case of the Filipino
national in Kuwait as an infringement on the jurisdictions
of the Kuwaiti security and judicial authorities. “We really

regret the statements of the Philippines’ foreign secretary
and we believe that they constitute a major transgression
on the jurisdictions of the security and judicial authorities
of the State of Kuwait,” Jarallah told reporters on the
sidelines of his participation in the Indian Embassy’s cele-
bration of Republic Day. He stressed that Kuwait is a

country that is committed to upholding the rule of law and
pursuing justice for all.The senior diplomat stated the
Filipino top diplomat’s statement runs counter to the sim-
plest rule of international relations. “We see this statement
as a threat from an official figure,” Jarallah said, asking the
Filipino secretary to reconsider his remark. He pointed
out that Kuwait’s ambassador in Manila is contacting the
Filipino side on the matter. According to reports circulat-
ed by media and social networking sites, the Filipino sec-
retary has recently said he would not accept anything
other than the lives of those who committed the crime
against the demised Filipino national in Kuwait. On
Saturday, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs voiced Kuwait’s
dismay and condemnation of the Filipino foreign secre-
tary’s remarks about the case of a Filipino national. The
remarks contained an unacceptable transgression against
jurisdictions of Kuwaiti security and judicial authorities,
the official source said, describing the statement as an
unusual approach in dealing with countries. It runs count-
er to the simplest rules of international relations, the
source lamented. The source also noted the Filipino sec-
retary’s remark represents an attempt to influence the
ongoing investigations.

Kuwait is known for its commitment to ensuring the
safety and security of all who live on its soil and punishing

law violators in accordance with the provisions of the
country’s laws and in a manner that guarantees the rule of
law and justice for all, added the foreign ministry source.
The source also lauded the measures taken by Kuwaiti
relevant bodies on this case. They have quickly arrested
those who committed the crime and referred them to a
fair judiciary, the source clarified. Kuwait has also
informed the Philippines authorities of its readiness to
receive a Filipino security team to get acquainted with the
measures taken on the case and the latest updates of the
investigations.

Economic cooperation
In the meantime, Jarallah said that there are promising

potentials for investments and oil and economic coopera-
tion with India. Jarallah added that there are constant
contacts between Kuwait and India, and mutual visits
between the two countries’ officials. He expressed his
pride for taking part in the festival, in light of the distin-
guished and historical relations between the two friendly
countries and their nations. “We always look forward to
promoting ties with great countries which have major
capabilities on all levels,” he said. He commended, at the
same time, India’s supportive stance with Kuwait during
the 1990 Iraqi invasion. — KUNA

Iran envoy vowed position will be taken
on recent remarks: Kuwait’s Deputy FM

Filipino FM remark infringement on jurisdictions of Kuwait security, judiciary

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah (center right) joins Indian Ambassador to
Kuwait K Jeeva Sagar (center left) in cutting the cake during the Indian Embassy’s Republic
Day ceremony. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat An Indian folklore dance performance featured during the ceremony.

Economic
cooperation

with India
promising 

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank welcomed
Jassem Mohammed Issa Abbas, the
2019 Al-Danah Millionaire, to Gulf
Bank’s Head Office. During the visit,
Abbas received his One Million
Kuwaiti Dinar prize from Gulf Bank’s
CEO, Tony Daher, and members of the
bank’s senior management.

Abbas was announced as the 2019
Al-Danah Millionaire during an excit-
ing live event held at The Avenues on
16th January 2020. He is the 14th win-
ner to receive the annual prize of One
Million Kuwaiti Dinars.

During the draw event, Gulf Bank
also announced that Al-Danah is now
bigger. As of 2020, the prize of the
annual draw is now KD 1,500,000.
The next annual Al-Danah draw will be
held on 14 January 2021, and the last
chance to deposit into an Al-Danah
account and participate in the annual
draw will be 30 September 2020.

Commenting on Abbas’s visit,
Ahmad Al Amir, Assistant General
Manager for External Communications
at Gulf Bank, said: “We are delighted
to congratulate this year’s Al-Danah
Millionaire, and welcome him to the
bank. Jassem is our 14th Al-Danah
Millionaire, and we look forward to
discovering who the winner of the new
KD 1,500,000 prize will be!”

Gulf Bank encourages customers
to increase their chances of winning
with Al-Danah by depositing more
into their Gulf Bank accounts using
the new ePay (Self-Pay) service,
which is available on Gulf Bank’s
online and mobile banking services.

Al-Danah is Gulf Bank’s flagship
account, open to Kuwaiti and non-
Kuwaiti residents of Kuwait.
Customers require a minimum of KD
200 to open an account and the same
amount should be maintained for cus-
tomers to be eligible for the upcoming
Al-Danah draws. Customers who
open an account and/or deposit more
will enter the weekly draw within two
days. Al-Danah draw distributes more
than KD 2 million in prizes every year.

Al-Danah offers several unique
services to customers, including the
Al-Danah Deposit Only ATM card,
which allows account holders to
deposit money into their accounts at

their convenience. Account holders
can also calculate their weekly, quar-
terly, and yearly chances of winning
the draws through the ‘Al-Danah
Chances’ calculator available on the
Gulf Bank website and app.

To take part in the upcoming Al-
Danah quarterly and yearly draws,
customers must meet the required
hold period for each draw. Al-Danah
chances are added on a daily basis,
and the more customers save and the
longer they save for, the higher their
chances of winning. Furthermore, loy-
al customers will be rewarded and
have their previous year’s chances
transferred to the next year.

Gulf Bank management welcomes 
newest Al-Danah Millionaire

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank’s CEO Tony Daher and other bank officials pose for a group
photo with Jassem Mohammed Issa Abbas, the 2019 Al-Danah Millionaire.
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Ban leaves recruitment agencies’
secretaries jobless in Kuwait

Kuwaiti agency owner hopes for temporary ban
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Since a total labor deployment ban to
Kuwait was imposed by the Philippine government on
Jan 15, many local recruitment agencies have stopped
operations temporarily. This led some agency secre-
taries to post on social media urging employers to hire
them since they are now jobless. There are around 100
Filipina secretaries dealing with Filipino domestic
helpers at approximately 300 active local recruitment
agencies in Kuwait.  

“Many secretaries working in recruitment agencies
are now jobless - others are still retained by employers
hoping for a redeployment of Filipino workers soon.
But so far, we do not know how long the ban will last.
We hope it will only be temporary,” said a secretary at
a local recruitment agency in Hawally. “Recruitment
agencies that were piggybacking on somebody else’s
licenses have completely stopped their operations. We
are operating because some domestic helpers are
returning to the agency, and it is part of our job to
attend to their needs,” she said.

A Kuwaiti recruitment agency owner told Kuwait
Times he is in favor of a temporary ban. “Even if I don’t
have business right now, I am very much in favor of a
temporary ban,” he said. “The Kuwaiti government
should realize the value of Filipino workers - they must
implement the memorandum of agreement and I am

hoping fervently that with the ban, employers here real-
ize how important it is to have them as our workers. We
should treat our housemaids like members of our fami-
ly; if they cannot treat them fairly, better not get any
worker. They are not here to work as slaves - they are
human beings too,” he said. 

Asked if he is planning to sack some of his Filipino
secretaries, he replied in the negative. “No, they are
under my responsibility. My business is a recruitment
agency; perhaps if the ban continues, I will consider
accepting domestic helpers from other countries. I am
not planning to fire any of my employees,” he said. 

He said his agency only deals with Filipino workers
because they are easy to handle. “I noticed Filipinos
are highly in demand. So we settled on recruiting
Filipino workers only, since Kuwaitis like them to work
in their houses. They understand English well and are
well-mannered. Yes, there have been some issues
reported like getting into relationships with drivers or
sometimes with the boss, but these are few cases. We
Kuwaitis must realize they are coming here to work -
we cannot generalize all of them to be like that,” he
explained. 

A secretary of an agency told Kuwait Times that
because of lack of business from the Philippine job
market, her two sponsored students back home would
have to look for new foster parents. “I am sponsoring
two students in the Philippines. They are at college lev-

el. I don’t know how to continue the support since I
don’t have an extra income working as a secretary of
the agency. I hope to get another job, but it’s not easy,
since we are not allowed to work in another company
without the permission of the boss. I am still hoping

that everything will be okay and that the ban will be
lifted soon,” she said. With the Manila deployment ban,
only two countries are legally sending domestic helpers
to Kuwait - Sri Lanka and India. Talks on the redeploy-
ment of Ethiopian workers are still in progress.

KUWAIT: Domestic labor recruitment offices lined up at a complex in Kuwait. — Ben Garcia

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Head of the national assembly legal and legisla-
tive committee MP Khaled Al-Shatti yesterday defended
his decision to combine three draft laws stipulating gener-
al amnesty for a number of Kuwaiti prisoners. Shatti’s
action puts together opposition activists including several
ex-MPs in jail for storming the national assembly building
in 2011 and members of an Iran-linked cell who are serv-
ing years in jail for plotting attacks against Kuwait and
possessing large quantities of arms.

Opposition lawmakers have insisted that the three draft
laws should be discussed separately and the assembly is
allowed to vote on each law alone and not together under
the current format. Shatti charged his opponents that they
are creating a dispute insisting that what he has done is in
line with the constitution and existing laws. He insisted
that Kuwaiti citizens are equal and must be treated equal-
ly as “you are not better than others and speaking about
betrayal is rejected.”

Last week, two members of the committee walked out
of the meeting after Shatti insisted to combine the three
bills, saying that it was a deliberate move to block the par-
don legislation. Shatti said that the case of the cell is bet-
ter than storming the assembly, adding that he will not go
back on the decision.

Meanwhile, MP Mohammad Al-Huwailah yesterday
asked Health Minister Sheikh Basel Al-Sabah about meas-
ures the ministry has introduced to face the global out-
break of the deadly coronavirus. He asked the minister if
the ministry has prepared a plan to face the virus at land,
sea and air terminals and the steps to be followed to test
possible infections.  Huwailah asked if the ministry has
started working to make available medicines or vaccines
when they become available. The disease has already
killed 80 people in China and infected some 3,000 around
the world.

In the meantime, head of the assembly women affairs
committee MP Safa Al-Hashem said yesterday the panel
approved a draft law for domestic violence which calls for
setting up a special fund for victims of domestic violence
and also provides legal protection for those who inform
authorities about such violence. Hashem said the law also
calls for establishing shelter centers in the country for
domestic violence victims, adding that it applies to
Kuwaitis as well as expatriates.

MP Shatti defends
combining amnesty
draft laws

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A female customs officer at Kuwait airport’s
Terminal 4 noticed a female passenger was looking nerv-
ous, so her luggage was searched and a piece of what is
suspected to be hashish and two liquor bottles were found
along with illicit tablets. In T5, two passengers, one arriv-
ing from Europe and the other from an Arab country, were
arrested with suspected drugs. In T1, a passenger arriving
from an Arab country was arrested with a piece suspected
to be hashish.

Rumors refuted
The Relations and Security Information at the Interior

Ministry commented on social media claims that a Kuwaiti
suffered a health problem at a police station because
policemen refused to accept a complaint against an Asian.
It said that a dispute broke out between the citizen and an
Asian over the cost of painting the citizen’s son’s car, so
they resorted to the police station to file a complaint. The
citizen had a health problem there, so an ambulance was
called. In another case, the department commented about
a video showing a juvenile being attacked and threatened
with a firearm. It said the clip was taken two years ago,
then when it reappeared, the victim’s father complained at
Khaitan police station. The juvenile court took action,
resulting in criminal security arresting five suspects, while
three others are being sought.

Drugs found with
airport passengers
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BAGHDAD: Three rockets slammed into the US embassy
in Iraq’s capital on Sunday in the first direct hit reported
after months of close calls, as thousands of protesters
kept up anti-government sit-ins across the country. The
attack marked a dangerous escalation in the spree of
rocket attacks in recent months that have targeted the
embassy or Iraqi military bases where American troops
are deployed.

None of the attacks has been claimed but Washington
has repeatedly blamed Iran-backed military factions in
Iraq. On Sunday, one rocket hit an embassy cafeteria at
dinner time while two others landed nearby, a security
source said. A senior Iraqi official told AFP at least one
person was wounded, but it was not immediately clear
how serious the injuries were and whether the person was
an American national or an Iraqi staff member working at
the mission.

The US embassy did not immediately respond to
requests for comment. The US State Department called on
Iraq late Sunday to “fulfill its obligations to protect our
diplomatic facilities”. The attack took place earlier in the
day than usual, with AFP reporters hearing the booms on
the western bank of the river Tigris at precisely 7:30 pm

(1630 GMT). Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdel Mahdi and
Speaker of Parliament Mohammed Halbusi both con-
demned the incident, saying it risked dragging their home-
land into war.

Iraq has already been dragged into a worrying tit-for-
tat between the United States and Iran over the last month.
A similar attack on a northern Iraqi base killed an
American contractor, and the US retaliated with a strike on
an Iran-backed faction known as Kataeb Hezbollah. Less
than a week later, a US drone strike killed Iranian general
Qasem Soleimani outside the Baghdad airport — prompt-
ing Iran to fire ballistic missiles at an Iraqi base where US
troops are stationed.

‘Only for you, Iraq!’ 
Some 5,200 Americans are stationed in Iraq to lead the

global coalition fighting the Islamic State militant group,
but the US strike on Baghdad has rallied top Iraqi figures
around a joint call to order them out. Vehemently anti-
American cleric Moqtada Sadr organized a mass rally in
Baghdad on Friday, where thousands of his supporters
called for American troops to leave. Sadr had previously
backed separate anti-regime protests sweeping Iraq’s cap-

ital and south, even though he controls the largest bloc in
parliament and top ministerial posts. Bolstered by his own
protest on Friday, Sadr announced he was dropping sup-
port for the youth-dominated reform campaign rocking
the country since October.

His followers, widely regarded as the best-organized
and well-stocked of the anti-government demonstrators,
immediately began dismantling their tents and heading
home. Activists feared that without his political cover,
authorities would move to crush their movement — and
indeed, within hours, riot police tried to storm protest
camps. Those efforts continued into Sunday, with securi-
ty forces using live rounds and tear gas to try to flush
protesters out of squares and streets they had occupied
for months.

One protester was shot dead in Baghdad and another in
the flashpoint southern city of Nasiriyah, medical sources
said, and dozens more were wounded across the country.
In the capital, riot police have tried to clear streets around
the main protest camp of Tahrir Square but have yet to
enter the symbolic area, where many protesters stood
their ground even after tents there were dismantled. Just
after midnight in Nasiriyah, unknown assailants stormed

the main protest camp in Habbubi Square and set the tents
on fire, the flames lighting up the night sky, an AFP corre-
spondent there said.

UN hails ‘Iraqi hopes’ 
Despite the renewed violence, thousands of students

flooded the streets in the capital and across the south in a
bid to keep national attention focused on their demands.
“Only for you, Iraq!” read a sign held by a young protester
in the shrine city of Karbala, hinting at the movement’s
insistence on not being affiliated with any political party or
outside backer.

In Basra, hundreds of students gathered to condemn the
riot police’s dismantling of their main protest camp the pre-
vious day, according to an AFP correspondent. The youth-
led protests erupted on October 1 in outrage over lack of
jobs, poor services and rampant corruption before spiraling
into calls for a government overhaul after they were met with
violence. More than 470 people have died, a vast majority of
them demonstrators, since the rallies began. Protesters are
now demanding snap elections, the appointment of an
independent premier and the prosecution of anyone impli-
cated in corruption or recent bloodshed. — AFP 

Three rockets hit US embassy 
Thousands of protesters keep up anti-government sit-ins 

BAGHDAD: Iraqi protesters cover their eyes to avoid tear gas amid clashes with security forces during an anti-government demonstration in Al-Khilani square in the capital Baghdad. — AFP 

Jihadist attack on 
Mali military camp 
leaves 20 dead
BAMAKO: Twenty members of the security forces
were killed on Sunday in a major assault by suspected
jihadists at a military camp in Mali near the border
with Mauritania. The attack on the Sokolo camp
around dawn left “20 dead and five wounded” and
“four dead on the enemy’s side,” the army said updat-
ing the toll late Sunday.

The victims were buried with military honors at
Sokolo, the Malian armed forces said on Twitter.
Sokolo is the last town before the Mauritanian border,
near a forest considered a base for groups linked to
Al-Qaeda. Malian officials blamed the attack on “ter-
rorists”, a term used for jihadist groups which have
been operating in Mali for eight years, despite mili-
tary interventions by the French, the UN and joint
force of soldiers from five Sahel countries.

A local lawmaker said all those killed at Sokolo mili-
tary camp were gendarmes, or paramilitary police offi-
cers. “The terrorists arrived on motorcycles,” said the
official, who asked not to be named for security reasons.
Sokolo resident Baba Gakou said: “There were more
than 100 attackers. “They arrived at five in the morning.
They cut off any withdrawal by the gendarmes.” He
added that the assailants left with all the weapons and
vehicles at the camp. “They picked up all their dead.
They did not touch anyone in the village,” he said.

A local humanitarian source who managed to enter
the camp after the suspected jihadists had left,
described the scene as “complete chaos”. “It looked
like the attackers knew what they were doing,” the
source said. The armed forces tweet said troops were
combing the area backed by a military aircraft follow-
ing the assault. Mali has been struggling to contain an
Islamist insurgency that erupted in the north in 2012
and has claimed thousands of military and civilian
lives since.   

The Bamako government announced Wednesday it
would hold legislative elections in late March, after
repeated postponements prompted by insecurity and
political infighting. Holding the elections was a key
recommendation from crisis talks in December aimed
at exploring non-military solutions to the worsening
violence. There are some 4,500 French troops in the
Sahel region, plus a 13,000-strong UN peacekeeping
force in Mali, but still the conflict has engulfed the
centre of the country and spread to neighboring
Burkina Faso and Niger. — AFP 

The global spread of the 
coronavirus: Where is it?
BEIJING: A virus similar to the SARS pathogen has
claimed 81 lives since emerging in a market in the central
Chinese city of Wuhan, and spread around the world. Here
are the places that have confirmed cases of the 2019 Novel
Coronavirus:

China 
As of yesterday, more than 2,700 people have been

infected across China, the bulk of them in and around
Wuhan. Nearly all of the 81 who have died were in that
region, but officials have confirmed at least five deaths
elsewhere. The city of Macau, a gambling hub hugely pop-
ular with mainland tourists, has confirmed six cases as of
yesterday. In Hong Kong, eight people are known to have
the disease. Of those, six arrived via a newly built high-
speed train terminal that connects with the mainland.

France
There are three known cases of the coronavirus in

France, the first European country to be affected by the
outbreak. One person is sick in Bordeaux and another is ill
in Paris. A third person, a close relative of one of the other
two, has also been confirmed to have the virus. All three
had recently travelled to China and have been placed in
isolation.

Japan 
Japan’s health authorities confirmed the country’s fourth

case on Saturday: a man in his 40s, visiting Japan from
Wuhan, who is in hospital in a stable condition. Another
man was hospitalized on January 10, four days after his
return from a visit to Wuhan. And a further two people
from the Chinese city - a man in his 40s and a woman in
her 30s - have also been treated in hospital for fever.

Australia 
Australia confirmed its fifth case of the virus yesterday

- a 21-year-old woman who recently arrived in Sydney on
a direct flight from Wuhan. She is being treated in a
Sydney hospital. One man in Melbourne and three men in
Sydney earlier tested positive and were being treated in
hospital isolation units after also arriving in the country
from Wuhan.

United States 
The US has confirmed five cases of the virus in patients

who had recently entered the country from Wuhan. A man
aged in his 30s reported himself to authorities on January
19 after returning to his home near Seattle. On Friday, pub-
lic health authorities said the virus had been detected in a
Chicago woman in her 60s, and on Saturday a traveler

from Wuhan in California was confirmed as the third
infected person on US soil. A second case was confirmed
in California on Sunday, along with one in Arizona.

Canada 
Canada has reported a “presumptive” case of the virus

in a man who returned to Toronto from Wuhan. The patient
is aged in his 50s and has been placed in isolation.

Malaysia 
Malaysia confirmed its fourth case on Sunday. All are

Chinese nationals on holiday from Wuhan who arrived in
the country from Singapore. A 66-year-old woman and
two boys, aged two and 11, were in stable condition,
Malaysia’s health minister said Saturday. The latest con-
firmed case is a 40-year-old man who entered the country
on a bus with a Chinese tour group.

Nepal 
Nepal said a 32-year-old man arriving from Wuhan had

the disease. The patient, who was initially quarantined,
recovered and was discharged.

Singapore 
Singapore announced its fourth case of the coronavirus

on Sunday. All four patients had arrived in the city-state
from Wuhan over the last week.

South Korea 
South Korean media reported the country’s fourth case

yesterday. The latest patient is a 55-year-old Korean man
who returned from Wuhan on January 20. He was quaran-
tined and tested after experiencing symptoms. The other
patients include two South Korean men, both aged in their
50s and working in Wuhan, who returned to the country
earlier this week. Seoul reported the nation’s first case on
January 20 - a 35-year-old woman who flew in from
Wuhan.

Taiwan 
Taiwan has uncovered four cases so far - the latest a

woman in her fifties who was in Wuhan for a sight-seeing
tour and returned home voluntarily on January 25.

Thailand 
Thailand has detected eight cases so far - three are

receiving treatment in hospital and five have been discharged,
according to the health minister’s statement. All the infected
persons are Chinese nationals, except for a 73-year-old Thai
woman who came back from Wuhan this month.

Vietnam 
Vietnam confirmed two cases of the virus on Thursday.

An infected man from Wuhan travelled to Ho Chi Minh City
earlier this month and passed the virus on to his son. — AFP 

DOHA: Travelers coming from Asia walk past scanners for temperature screening upon their arrival at Doha
International airport in the Qatari capital. — AFP 



I n t e r n a t i o n a l Tuesday, January 28, 2020

7Established 1961 

GAZA: Palestinian demonstrators carry a banner from Gaza’s
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine group denouncing the
latest Middle East peace plan by US President Donald Trump.  —AFP

What we 
know about 
Mideast 
peace plan
JERUSALEM: More than two years after
he first proposed a plan to revive the long-
stalled Israeli-Palestinian peace process,
US President Donald Trump’s proposal is
finally set to be announced. It must address
intractable issues that stymied peacemak-
ers for generations, including the status of
Jerusalem, a city claimed by both sides as
their capital.

There is also deep-seated suspicion
between the two sides, and no longer
mutual acceptance that the United States is
the natural broker of any solution. While
Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu are the closest of political allies,
US relations with the Palestinians are at a
nadir. Palestinian leaders refuse even to
meet with the Trump administration, accus-
ing it of pro-Israeli bias.

What are the key issues?
The status of Jerusalem, including his-

torical sites sacred to Judaism, Islam and
Christianity. - Establishing mutually agreed
borders. - Finding security arrangements to
satisfy Israel’s fears of attacks by
Palestinians and hostile neighbors. - The
Palestinian demand for statehood in territo-

ry - the West Bank, Gaza Strip and East
Jerusalem - captured by Israel in the 1967
Middle East War. - Finding a solution to the
plight of millions of Palestinian refugees.-
Arrangements to share natural resources,
such as water. - Palestinian demands that
Israel remove its settlements in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem. More than
400,000 Israelis now live among about 3
million Palestinians in the West Bank, with
another 200,000 settlers in East Jerusalem.

Why revive peace plan now?
Both Trump and Netanyahu face

domestic troubles. Trump faces an
impeachment trial and Netanyahu was
indicted on corruption charges in
November. Both deny wrongdoing. They
also both face re-election campaigns -
Netanyahu in March and Trump in
November. Netanyahu twice tried and
failed to secure a majority in the Israeli
parliament last year. Trump has repeatedly
delayed the launch of his plan to avoid
causing election problems for Netanyahu
because of the possibility it will require
some concessions from Israel. He faces his
own political clock and could ill-afford to
wait for months for Israel to decide its next
prime minister, according to a source
familiar with the peace team’s thinking.

What’s in the Trump plan?
The proposal is dozens of pages long

but little has been revealed about its con-
tents. Palestinian and Arab sources who
were briefed on the draft fear it seeks to
bribe Palestinians into accepting Israeli
occupation, in what could be a prelude to

Israel annexing about half of the West
Bank including most of the Jordan Valley,
the strategic and fertile easternmost strip
of the territory. Palestinians say the Jordan
Valley, nearly 30 per cent of the West
Bank, would be a vital part of their future
state, as the breadbasket of the West Bank
and its border with Jordan. Trump’s son-in-
law Jared Kushner, the plan’s principal
author, launched the first stage in Bahrain
in June. It called for a $50 billion invest-
ment fund to boost the Palestinian and
neighboring Arab state economies.

What are its chances?
The last Israeli-Palestinian peace talks

collapsed in 2014. Continuing obstacles
include the expansion of Israeli settle-
ments on occupied land and generations
of mutual distrust. The last two decades
have also seen the rise to power in Gaza of
the armed Islamist movement Hamas,
which is formally committed to Israel’s
destruction and is in the midst of a
decades-long power struggle with the
western-backed Palestinian Authority,
headed by President Mahmoud Abbas.
The elephant in the room is the two-state
solution - the long-standing international
formula to bring about peace by creating
an independent Palestinian state living
side-by-side with Israel. —Reuters

Syria regime 
forces set 
to enter key 
rebel hub 
NEAR MAARET AL-NUMAN: Syrian
regime forces were poised yesterday to
soon enter Maaret al-Numan, a town of
symbolic and strategic importance that is
deserted after months of bombardment, in
the country’s last major opposition bastion.
Maaret Al-Numan is a strategic prize lying
on the M5 highway linking Damascus to
Syria’s second city Aleppo, a main artery
coveted by the regime.

It is also the second biggest city in the
beleaguered northwestern province of
Idlib, the last stronghold of anti-regime
forces and home to some three million
people — half of them displaced by vio-
lence in other areas. Damascus loyalists
have since Friday seized around 14 towns
and villages around the city, reaching its
eastern outskirts, the Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said yester-
day. They have also cut a section of the M5
highway leading north from Maaret al
Numan to Idlib city, according to the

Observatory and the pro-government Al-
Watan newspaper.

Retaking full control of the highway is
essential to the government’s efforts to
rekindle a moribund economy. The fighting
has forced hundreds of thousands of civil-
ians to flee their homes, with hundreds of
vehicles yesterday packing a road leading
out of the flashpoint region under heavy
bombardment. “Maaret al-Numan is nearly
besieged,” said Observatory head Rami
Abdul Rahman, explaining that regime
forces were now stationed south, east and
north of the city.

Pincer movement 
Abdul Rahman said Damascus loyalists

were now pushing from the west and
northwest in a bid to tighten the noose
around the opposition holdout. An AFP
correspondent in the region said regime
forces were also trying to reach the city’s
southwestern edges to prevent rebels and
jihadists from falling back.

Idlib and nearby areas of Hama, Aleppo
and Latakia provinces are dominated by
the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) jihadist
group, led by members of the country’s
former Al-Qaeda franchise. In recent
months, the regime of President Bashar Al-
Assad has chipped away territory under
jihadist control in the four provinces,
despite several ceasefire agreements.
Assad has repeatedly vowed to reassert

control over the whole of Syria. An AFP
correspondent said Maaret al-Numan had
become a ghost town, but the Observatory
maintained that some civilians had
remained in the area despite the escalation.

Fearing further regime advances, resi-
dents of several towns and villages located
north of Maarat al-Numan, have started to
flee, according to the Observatory and an

AFP correspondent. Pick-up trucks carry-
ing entire families from the town of Saraqib
and the Jabal al-Zawiya region  packed a
road leading north towards the border with
Turkey, said an AFP correspondent. The
vehicles were crammed with mattresses,
clothes and household appliances, many of
them belonging to families who had previ-
ously fled Maaret al-Numan. —AFP

How world 
discovered the
Nazi death camps
PARIS: Images of what the Allies found when they liberated
the first Nazi death camps towards the end of World War II
brought the horror of the Holocaust to global attention. Many
of the ghastly pictures were at first held back from the broad-
er public, partly out of concern for those with missing rela-
tives. The concentration and extermination camps were liber-
ated one by one as the Allied armies advanced on Berlin in
the final days of the 1939-1945 war. The first was Majdanek in
eastern Poland, which was freed on July 24, 1944 by the
advancing Soviet Red Army. But in France, it was only the fol-
lowing year that media coverage was encouraged by the pro-
visional government led by General Charles De Gaulle set up
after the liberation of France.

‘Death Marches’ 
In June 1944, as it became clear that Germany was losing

the war, Nazi leader Heinrich Himmler ordered some camps
be evacuated before they were reached by Allied troops, and
that their prisoners be transferred to other locations. This
mainly concerned camps in the Baltic states most exposed to
advancing Soviet troops. Officers of the Schutzstaffel (SS)
paramilitary in charge were ordered to cover up all traces of
crimes before fleeing. The sprawling Auschwitz-Birkenau
complex in southern Poland, liberated by the Red Army on
January 27, 1945, was gradually dismantled from mid-1944
and its more than 60,000 prisoners evacuated.  When the
Soviets arrived, only 7,000 prisoners remained, unable to
walk and follow their comrades on what became known as
“Death Marches” to other camps.

Images not widely shared 
The discovery of the first camps had little impact on the

public at large because the images were not widely shared.
Russian and Polish investigators photographed the camps at
Majdanek and Auschwitz, and US army photographers made
a documentary on Struthof, the only Nazi concentration
camp based in what is now France. But France in particular
did not want them broadcast to avoid alarming people with
relatives missing after being deported, captured or conscript-
ed. A turning point came on April 6, 1945 with the discovery
of Ohrdruf, an annex of the Buchenwald camp in Germany.

‘Indescribable horror’ 
When American forces-accompanied by US war corre-

spondent Meyer Levin and AFP photographer Eric Schwab-
entered Ohrdruf, they came across a still-blazing inferno and
skeletal prisoners executed with a bullet to the head. The
Supreme Commander of Allied Forces in Europe, Dwight
Eisenhower, visited the camp on April 12, describing after-
wards “conditions of indescribable horror”. The Allied lead-
ership decided immediately that all censorship should be lift-
ed so the world could see evidence of the Nazi atrocities.
That evening France’s communist daily Ce Soir published on
its front page a picture of a mass grave. Days later
Eisenhower said journalists should visit camps “where the
evidence of bestiality and cruelty is so overpowering as to
leave no doubt in their minds about the normal practices of
the Germans”. —AFP

OSWIECIM: The presidents of Israel and Poland
called yesterday for greater global efforts to combat
anti-Semitism as the world marked 75 years since the
liberation of the Auschwitz death camp amid con-
cerns over a resurgence of anti-Jewish prejudice.
More than 1.1 million people, most of them Jews, per-
ished in the camp’s gas chambers or from starvation,
cold and disease.

“Today we hear voices which spread hate, on the
internet, on the street and in the centers of political
power... Our duty is to fight anti-Semitism, racism and
fascist nostalgia, those sick evils that... threaten to eat
away at the foundations of our democracies,” Israeli
President Reuven Rivlin told a news conference at a
venue near the camp, which is now a museum.

Polish President Andrzej Duda, who did not attend
Israel’s national Holocaust Memorial last Friday
because he was not allowed to speak, thanked Rivlin for
his presence at Auschwitz. “This presence is a sign of
remembrance, it is a visible sign of opposition to inhu-
man treatment, hatred, against all forms of hate, espe-
cially racist hate,” Duda told the same news conference.

Set up by Nazi Germany in occupied Poland in
1940, at first to house Polish political prisoners,
Auschwitz became the largest of the extermination
centers where Adolf Hitler’s plan to kill all Jews - the
“Final Solution” - was put into practice. Returning to
the site where her relatives were murdered, 92-year-
old Holocaust survivor Yvonne Engelman, who now
lives in Australia, recalled the horrors of the camp.
“We could hear children coughing, crying, choking
from the gas and also the smelling of the human flesh
and the great fear what we experienced is that

maybe you will be the next victim,” she said.

Anti-Semitism
Studies show that despite the experiences of those

who suffered and died in the Holocaust anti-Semitic
attitudes still persist. A 2019 survey by the US-based
Anti-Defamation League showed that about one in four
Europeans harbor “pernicious and pervasive” attitudes
towards Jews, compared with 19% of North Americans.
In Germany, 42% agreed that “Jews still talk too much
about what happened to them in the Holocaust”, it said.
Two people were killed in a shooting near a synagogue
in eastern Germany in October, in what officials called
an anti-Semitic attack.

German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier and
Israel’s Rivlin are among more than a dozen heads of
state due to take part in ceremonies starting at 1430
GMT yesterday at the “Gate of Death”, where rail
tracks led trains packed with victims into the camp. The
commemorations take place as Poland seeks to high-
light its own suffering during World War Two, in which
six million Poles, including three million Polish Jews,
were killed and Warsaw was razed to the ground.

For many non-Jewish Poles, Auschwitz remains the
place where the Nazis jailed and killed Polish resistance
fighters, the intelligentsia, Roman Catholic priests and
innocent civilians. Critics say the nationalist Law and
Justice (PiS) government is not doing enough to count-
er anti-Semitism and is instead focusing on what it sees
as Polish heroism during the war and downplaying
Jews’ claims to postwar restitution of property seized
from them. PiS says the West fails to grasp the extent of
Poland’s pain and bravery. —Reuters

Poland, Israel condemn anti-Semitism at Auschwitz commemoration

World marks 75th anniversary 
of the liberation of Auschwitz

OSWIECIM: A Holocaust survivor places flowers at the death wall at the memorial site of the former
German Nazi death camp Auschwitz during ceremonies to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the
camp’s liberation in Oswiecim, Poland yesterday. —AFP

SHADMOT MEHOLA: Photo shows a view of the Israeli settlement of Shadmot
Mehola in the Jordan valley in the occupied West Bank. —AFP

HAZZANU, Syria: Syrians arrive in trucks transporting their belongings to Hazano in
the northern countryside of Idlib city yesterday after fleeing its southern countryside
during an ongoing offensive by regime forces on the northwestern region. —AFP

Palestinian PM calls 
on world to boycott 
Trump peace plan
RAMALLAH: Palestinian prime minister Mohammed
Shtayyeh yesterday urged international powers to boy-
cott US President Donald Trump’s “peace plan” which
they see as biased towards Israel. “This a plan to pro-
tect Trump from impeachment and protect (Israeli

Prime Minister Benjamin) Netanyahu from prison. It is
not a Middle East peace plan,” Shtayyeh told a cabinet
meeting. “This plan gives Israel sovereignty over
Palestinian territory,” he said.

Trump is expected to unveil his “peace plan” for
the Middle East after hosting in Washington
Netanyahu and his political rival Benny Gantz. It
comes as Trump is facing an impeachment trial in the
Senate while Netanyahu, who is facing indictment
over corruption allegations, will contest an election
next month which Gantz is hoping to win. “We call on
the international community to not be partners in this
because it contravenes international law,” Shtayyeh

told the Palestinian cabinet. “The rights of the
Palestinian people are not for sale.”

The Palestinians have not been invited to
Washington, having cut all  ties with the Trump
administration over its pro-Israel stance. The plan is
widely expected to be the most favorable towards
Israel ever proposed by the United States, with
alleged leaks - denied by Trump - suggesting it could
declare settlements in the occupied West Bank legal.
The US proposal could also pull back from the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state with east Jerusalem as its
capital after Trump in 2018 recognized Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital. —AFP
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UK unveils new visa 
scheme for scientists 
after Brexit
LONDON: Britain has announced a new fast-
track visa scheme for top scientists, researchers
and mathematicians as it prepares a new immigra-
tion system for life outside the European Union.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson revealed the plan
just days before Brexit finally takes place on
January 31. Concerns about mass migration were a
driving force in the 2016 campaign to leave the
EU, and Johnson has promised to end free move-
ment with the bloc. 

But he said on Sunday: “As we leave the EU, I
want to send a message that the UK is open to the
most talented minds in the world, and stand ready to
support them to turn their ideas into reality.” EU free
movement will continue for 11 months after Brexit
during a transition period designed to allow London
and Brussels to agree a new future partnership. 

The government hopes to introduce a new
points-based immigration system on January 1,
2021, for EU and non-EU citizens, but the details
are still being worked out. The newly announced
Global Talent visa system will come into effect from
next month, to replace the Tier 1 (Exceptional
Talent) visa. Only around 550 of the old visas were
issued in 2018-19, well below the cap of 2,000, and
officials hope the new, uncapped scheme will be
more enticing. 

It is open to a wider range of applicants, and
offers an easier route to settling in Britain. The gov-
ernment also unveiled an extra £300 million (356
million euros, $392 million) to fund “experimental
and imaginative mathematical sciences research”
over the next five years. “The UK has a proud his-
tory of scientific discovery, but to lead the field and
face the challenges of the future we need to contin-
ue to invest in talent and cutting-edge research,”
Johnson said in a statement. —AFP

LONDON: Meghan Markle’s estranged father Thomas
said yesterday that he was prepared to face his daugh-
ter in court and that she and her husband Prince Harry
had hurt Queen Elizabeth by abruptly stepping back
from royal duties. Harry, the British monarch’s grandson,
and Meghan, duchess of Sussex, agreed with the queen
this month that they would no longer work as royals
after their surprise announcement that they wanted to
carve out “a progressive new role” which they hope to
finance themselves.

“I think they’ve hurt the queen, I think they’ve hurt
the royals, and it just doesn’t work,” Markle told ITV’s
Good Morning Britain program. “I’m a little embar-
rassed for them and feeling really sorry for the queen.”
“The break from the royals is going to cause far more
problems.” Harry has spoken of his sadness at being
forced to give up his royal duties in a deal with the
queen, saying there was no other option if he his wife
Meghan were to seek an independent future away from
stifling media intrusion.

Under the arrangement, Harry will remain a prince
and the couple will keep their titles of Duke and
Duchess of Sussex as they begin a new life split
between Britain and North America, where they will
spend the majority of their time. “This decision to make
a break from the royals is very confusing, I don’t think
anyone understands or can figure out how this hap-
pened or why it happened - it makes no sense,” Markle
said. Markle, who lives in Mexico, has given a number
of TV interviews in which he has criticized his daughter,
saying they were the only way he could communicate
with her.

Meghan has not publicly commented on the situation

with her father, but friends of hers told People
Magazine last year Markle had not tried to get in touch
with her and she was devastated by his actions. He
missed the couple’s glittering wedding in 2018 due to
health problems and has been estranged from his
daughter since then. He said he had never met Harry or
his grandson, the couple’s baby son Archie. The
Sussexes are now in Canada as they plan their future.

‘I really miss my daughter’
However, Markle could face Meghan in court. She is

suing The Mail on Sunday newspaper over its publica-
tion of a private letter she sent to him, in breach of her
copyright and human rights. The paper aims to use his
evidence in the legal battle. “If it comes to meeting
them in a courtroom, that’s great - at least I finally get
to see them, but I don’t want to face off or have a battle
with them,” Markle said. He added that he had asked
the newspaper to publish the letter. Harry has accused
the tabloid press of bullying his wife, likening their
treatment to that which his mother Princess Diana suf-
fered. Supporters of the couple say some negative cov-
erage has been fuelled by racism.

However, Markle said he did not think that Meghan
had faced racist media coverage in Britain: “I don’t buy
that.” “I really miss my daughter,” Markle added, saying
she had “ghosted” him. “I love my daughter and I cer-
tainly would love my grandson and I’d love Harry if I
met him, I’m sure,” he said, adding that the prince,
sixth-in-line to the British throne, should have come to
visit him to ask for his daughter’s hand in marriage.
When asked what he would say now to Prince Harry, he
said: “Man up and come down and see me.” —Reuters

Meghan’s split hurt the queen: Meghan’s father

Meghan’s dad to Meghan: Would 
be great to see you, even in court

NORTH SAANICH: The residence of Prince Harry and his wife Meghan is seen in Deep Cove Neighborhood
from a boat on the Saanich Inlet, North Saanich, British Columbia. —AFP

Fishermen 
angling for 
big catch 
post Brexit
NORTH SHIELDS: Just before dawn, the
Good Fellowship trawler casts its nets
deep into the North Sea’s cold swirling
waters, fishing for prawns off England’s
northeast coast. Britain finally departs
the European Union on Friday but
remains bound by the bloc’s Common
Fisheries Policy (CFP) until the end of a
transition period on December 31.

The Good Fellowship’s captain, David
Shiel, is cautiously hopeful that Brexit can
help reverse decades of decline in the
UK’s once-booming fishing industry that
has been blamed partly on EU member-
ship allowing foreign vessels to fish in
British waters. In pitch blackness, the
small vessel embarks upon a day-long
trip from the port town of North Shields -
situated at the mouth of the River Tyne —
to fish off the coast of England’s north-
eastern region, almost all of which voted
for Brexit. As dawn breaks, the three-man
crew shoots heavy nets into the dark
coastal waters eight miles out to sea.

And as the nets scrape along the bot-
tom of the seabed, scooping up prawns
largely destined for dining tables and
restaurants in Italy, France and Spain,
Shiel says the time has come for the UK
to take back control for its own fishing
fleet. “Our own fleet surely has to come
first,” he tells AFP, after steering his ship

out of North Shields - whose historic
Fish Quay dating back to the 13th centu-
ry is the base for 33 vessels and around
350 fishermen.

Key Brexit role
While fishing accounts for less than

0.1 percent of UK economic output, it
played a key role in the 2016 referendum
in favor of exiting the EU. The CFP per-
mits European Union vessels equal
access to the fishing grounds of other
member states, provided that they com-
ply with quotas. Shiel, 52, who lives in the
northeast town of Seahouses, argues that
this permits rival EU fishermen to catch
an unfair amount of fish from UK waters. 

Following Brexit, British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s Conservative
government is planning legislation to
exclude foreign vessels. However, a
Brussels-based EU diplomat told AFP
that finding an accord on fishing access
to British waters was a prerequisite for
striking an overall deal on Britain’s new
trade relationship with the bloc.

Indeed, many UK trawlermen believe
they could be sacrificed for Britain win-
ning deals for its key service sectors, led
by London’s financial industry. “We’ve
got to be looking at a bigger picture to
get better sustainable fishing for our
own country,” insists Shiel. “The trouble
is once again we’ve been promised and
promised and at the last minute they’ll
sell you down the river, because they’ve
got no spine — any of them,” he adds in
reference to Britain’s politicians.

EU boats take roughly six times more
fish from UK waters than British boats
do from EU waters. At the same time, 90
percent of the fish caught off North
Shields by British boats are prawns for

export - with around two-thirds going to
France, Spain and Italy — according to
Andy Dixon, who manages Caley
Fisheries’ North Shields division. Britain
meanwhile tends to import most of the
fish that it consumes — including tuna,
cod and haddock.

‘Fine balance’ 
“There needs to be a fine balance

made” by the UK government to deliver
both Brexit and continued market access
to Britain’s exported fish, Dixon tells AFP
after hosting the port’s daily fish market
auction. Dixon hopes Johnson can be
trusted not to betray UK fishermen. “We
have to trust him, really. You just hope
we don’t get sold down the river. It’s

happened before,” he says. “It’s a big,
big thing that fishing is on the agenda.
We are an island. We are surrounded by
sea. It’s all our water.”

Barrie Deas, head of the UK body the
National Federation of Fishermen’s
Organizations, insisted that the British
fishermen had felt “betrayed” by the
granting of equal EU access in 1973.
“That was seen as a betrayal because the
fishing industry was sacrificed for other
national political and economic objec-
tives,” said Deas. Back at the Fish Quay,
veteran trawlerman Thomas Glenny says
he rues the day that the UK joined the
bloc, adding that he was not hopeful of a
brighter future. “I just hope it does work
out for us - but it won’t.” —AFP

AT SEA: Fishermen work aboard the Good Fellowship fishing trawler, while its
nets trawl the sea bed for prawns and other crustaceans, in the North Sea, off
the coast of North Shields, in northeast England. —AFP

Tripoli airport 
hit by rocket fire; 
UN slams Libya 
arms violations
TRIPOLI: The Libyan capital’s sole func-
tioning airport came under renewed fire
Sunday, as fighting broke out hours after
the UN mission in the country condemned
ongoing violations of an arms embargo.
The UN mission in Libya, UNSMIL, con-
demned “in the strongest possible terms”
the rocket strikes on Tripoli’s Mitiga air-
port, which has been hit by repeated
attacks in recent months. 

UNSMIL said in a statement Sunday
evening that the strikes had wounded at
least two civilians as well as damaged the
tarmac and a number of buildings at the
airport. World leaders met in Berlin last
weekend and committed to ending all for-
eign meddling in Libya and to upholding
the 2011 UN Security Council weapons
embargo as part of a broader plan to end
the country’s conflict. They also agreed to a
permanent ceasefire and steps to dismantle
numerous militias and armed groups, while
pushing a political process under the UN.

But fighting broke out on Sunday in the
Abu Grein region, 130 kilometers west of
Sirte, according to sources on both sides of
the conflict. Libya has been mired in chaos
since a 2011 NATO-backed uprising that
killed longtime dictator Muammar Gaddafi,
with two rival administrations latterly vying

for power. The conflict deepened last year
when military strongman Khalifa Haftar,
who controls much of the south and east of
Libya, launched an assault in April to seize
Tripoli, base of the UN-recognized
Government of National Accord (GNA).

‘Blatant violations’ 
On Saturday, the UN had said it “deeply

regrets the continued blatant violations of
the arms embargo in Libya”. “Over the last
10 days, numerous cargo and other flights
have been observed landing at Libyan air-
ports in the western and eastern parts of
the country, providing the parties with
advanced weapons, armored vehicles,
advisers and fighters,” it added. UNSMIL
said the ceasefire, which had provided
much-needed respite for civilians in Tripoli,
was now at risk of collapse.

“This fragile truce is now threatened by
the ongoing transfer of foreign fighters,
weapons, ammunition and advanced systems
to the parties by member states, including
several who participated in the Berlin con-
ference,” it said. On Sunday, Germany’s for-
eign ministry backed the UNSMIL state-
ment and voiced concerns about “a series of
unconfirmed but credible reports of embar-
go violations on both sides”. 

Haftar has the backing of Egypt, the
United Arab Emirates and Russia while the
GNA is supported by Qatar and Turkey. On
Sunday, Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan travelled to Algiers for talks with
his Algerian counterpart on Libya’s crisis
and the January 12 ceasefire, which
Moscow and Ankara brokered. Algeria
shares a common border with Libya of
some 1,000 kilometers.

Ahead of his departure, Erdogan lashed
out afresh at Haftar, calling him a “putschist”
and claiming he was “constantly behind vio-
lations of the ceasefire”. The UN says the
fighting since last April has killed more than
280 civilians and over 2,000 combatants,
while thousands have been wounded on
both sides. More than 170,000 Tripoli resi-
dents have been displaced. Renewed clashes
around Tripoli on Saturday killed at least
one civilian-a Moroccan national-and
wounded seven others, GNA health ministry
spokesperson Amin Al-Hashemi said.

‘Stable ceasefire’ 
The UN is hoping to hold inter-Libyan

talks soon in Geneva to consolidate the
sagging truce, as its mission in the country

warns of “a renewed and intensified round
of fighting”. A military commission estab-
lished at the Berlin summit-comprising five
GNA loyalists and five Haftar delegates-has
been tasked with defining ways of making
the truce hold.  “What’s important now is to
achieve a stable ceasefire, which the military
committee ‘5 + 5’... wants to negotiate in the
coming days,” the German foreign ministry
said. Ankara dispatched troops-in a training
capacity, it said-to support the GNA earlier
this month in a move criticized by European
powers and US President Donald Trump. 

Western powers are keen to stabilize
Libya-home to Africa’s largest proven crude
reserves-because of concerns Islamist mili-
tants and migrant smugglers, already active,
will take advantage of the chaos. —AFP

MITIGA: Photo shows a view of the Libyan capital Tripoli’s Mitiga International
Airport. Rocket fire forced the suspension of all flights into and out of Tripoli’s
sole functioning airport. —AFP 

Electric shock: Could 
Brexit scar Britain’s 
energy landscape?
LONDON: Britain’s exit from the EU, which will
finally happen on Friday, has sparked fears of dis-
ruption to its electricity market, from higher bills to
supply issues and stalled de-carbonisation efforts.

Britain depends on the European Union for much
of its electricity supply. Its own generation fell in
2018 by 1.6 percent, according to the latest avail-
able statistics. This reduction stems from the grad-
ual shutdown of coal-fired power plants, which is
yet to be fully compensated by a rise in wind power.
Imports of electricity and gas have increased in
response, predominant ly  f rom France, the
Netherlands and Ireland, which now account for
almost 40 percent of Britain’s energy consumption.

Britain’s imminent departure from the 28-member
EU and its single electricity market therefore repre-
sents a risk for an already fragile network, which
suffered a big blackout in August. It will continue to
benefit from existing arrangements during a post-
Brexit transition phase, while it seeks a new agree-
ment on everything from energy to security cooper-
ation with Brussels. 

But it is not clear if these talks will  entirely
resolve the issue. British industry regulator Ofgem
has said “alternative trading arrangements will
need to be developed”, without giving further
details. —AFP
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China virus sends shockwaves 
through Asia’s tourist industry

New strain of coronavirus kills at least 81 
TOKYO: A deadly virus that has prompted travel restric-
tions in China is sending shockwaves through Asia’s
tourism industry, which has become increasingly reliant on
growing numbers of Chinese visitors. At least 81 people
have died since the new strain of coronavirus emerged in
China’s Wuhan, and millions are now under an effective
quarantine, with all flights in and out of the city grounded
and a ban on Chinese tour groups domestically and abroad. 

The measures come amid a boom in Chinese foreign
travel, with the number of tourists from the country
increasing nearly tenfold since 2003, according to a
report by research firm Capital Economics. But businesses
in destinations that rely on the huge numbers of Chinese
tourists are already feeling the heat, with complaints of
“deserted” beaches and shops, and concerns about the
future. The outbreak carries echoes of the SARS crisis,
which paralyzed regional travel and battered local
economies from late 2002. Chinese tourist numbers then
fell by around a third.

“If they fell by a similar amount again, it would knock
around 1.5-2.0 percentage points from (gross domestic
product) in the most vulnerable countries,” Capital
Economics said. In Japan, the fall in Chinese visitors was
already being felt in Asakusa, a popular tourist destination
near the Sensoji temple. “We’ve definitely been seeing less
people this year,” said Yoshie Yoneyama, 31, manager of a
shop selling traditional Japanese sweets and a rice-based
drink called amazake.

Beaches ‘deserted’ 
“I think there are less than half the numbers of last year

or the year before,” she said. The number of Chinese holi-
daying in Japan has exploded from around 450,000 in
2003 to 8.4 million in 2018, accounting for 27 percent of
all inbound tourists as Tokyo works to expand the sector.

But it will now be “very difficult” for Japan to achieve its
target of 40 million tourists in 2020, Yuki Takashima, an
economist at Nomura Securities said.

And the effects will be felt beyond hotels, restaurants
and tourist sites, because many Chinese tourists visit
Japan specifically to shop. Electronic appliances and
beauty products usually top of their lists, Takashima
said, so retail outlets will see their bottom lines affected.
The crisis has already sent Japan’s key Nikkei index
plunging, with stock in Shiseido - a cosmetics brand
popular with Chinese tourists - plunging more than five
percent yesterday.

“We can expect those stocks to continue to fall like
dominoes,” said Stephen Innes, chief market strategist at
AxiCorp. But he said Japan would be better placed to
weather the storm than another top destination for
Chinese tourists: Thailand. Tourism accounts for 18 percent
of the nation’s GDP, with Chinese holidaymakers making
up more than a quarter of total arrivals. The country’s
tourism minister has already warned a crisis on the scale of
SARS could cost an estimated $1.6 billion, and the effects
are already clear in Phuket.

‘Really serious’ 
“For two days, the streets, the shops and the beaches

have been deserted,” said Claude de Crissey, who owns a
40-room hotel and a restaurant on the island. “Phuket has
focused almost exclusively on Chinese tourism... if the situ-
ation continues, we will all be impacted,” he said. Australia
too, already reeling from the effects of the bushfire crisis,
is likely to feel the impact. Chinese visitor numbers dou-
bled in the six years to June 2019, with mainlanders now
accounting for 15 percent of Australia’s inbound tourists.
Mario Hardy, CEO of the Pacific Asia Travel Association
said it was hard to gauge how long the crisis would last.

“I would suspect the impact would be between three to
six months, but it will really depend on how the situation
evolves in the coming few weeks,” he said. In Japan, leather
goods store owner Hayato Chiba said local businesses in
the Ameyoko shopping district of Tokyo’s Ueno were hop-

ing for a swift resolution. “An increasing number of shops in
Ameyoko count on foreign customers, so it’s getting a bit
tough,” said Chiba, 65, who represents around 400 local
businesses. “Something really serious is happening. We’re
worried about how long it will last.” — AFP 

Gambia launches 
a crackdown on 
protest movement
BANJUL: The Gambian government has launched a
crackdown on a weeks-old movement demanding the
departure of President Adama Barrow, following violent
demonstrations in which medical officials say three pro-
testers were killed. Tension has been building in The
Gambia, a tiny West African country surrounded by
Senegal, over Barrow’s decision to stay in office for five
years after initially pledging to step down after three.

Police in the capital Banjul on Sunday fired tear gas
at hundreds of protesters, who responded by throwing
stones and setting tyres on fire, an AFP correspondent
at the scene said. Police arrested 137 people at the
demonstration, it added. The government later
announced a ban on the “Three Years Jotna (is up)
Movement”, the group that has spearheaded weeks of
protests calling for Barrow to step down. In a statement,
spokesman Ebrima Sankareh said the group was a
“subversive, violent and illegal movement” that was
“determined to illegally overthrow the constitutionally
elected president”.

The group’s president Abdou Njie was also arrested
on Sunday, according to an AFP journalist, although the
government would not confirm it was holding Njie.
Three people were killed in Sunday’s clashes according
to Kebba Manneh, director of the Serrekunda hospital
where victims were taken. Red Cross sources said 28
people were taken Sunday to Serrekunda hospital,
close to where protesters had gathered in the districts
of Old Jeshwang and Stink Corner on the outskirts of
Banjul. The government denied that any protesters were
killed on Sunday.

Radios silenced 
Among those arrested were the director of the King

FM radio station, and a radio presenter who had been
charged with inciting violence, a station employee said.
The head of another radio station, Digital FM, was also
arrested and it was not known where he was being held,
Saikou Jammeh, secretary general of Gambia Press
Union said. Authorities later moved to shut the two sta-
tions, accusing them of serving as platforms for inciting
violence and broadcasting for the anti-Barrow move-
ment and threatening “the security of The Gambia”.

Sunday’s clashes broke out after demonstrators tried
to change their itinerary to get closer to the city centre.
“Let’s go and burn everything that belongs to Adama
Barrow and his family,” one protestor called out to
those alongside him, the AFP reporter heard. “We will
protest until Barrow resigns,” said another who identi-
fied himself as Amadou Sanyang. “He is a traitor who
betrayed the population’s trust, we are going to teach
him a lesson.”

On Saturday, hundreds of Gambians had marched on
the outskirts of Banjul, responding to the call of victims
associations demanding justice for sweeping rights
abuses and murder suffered under former dictator
Yahya Jammeh’s 22-year rule. — AFP

Pakistan police arrest 
Pashtun rights leader 
critical of military
PESHAWAR: A charismatic Pashtun rights leader who
repeatedly accused the powerful military of abuse has
been arrested in Pakistan’s northwestern city of
Peshawar, police said yesterday. Manzoor Pashteen, chief
of the Pashtun Protection Movement (PTM), appeared
before a magistrate after being detained shortly after
midnight, said police official Shiraz Khan. Khan said
Pashteen would be transferred to another district where
he is wanted on charges including sedition, hate speech,
incitement against the state, and criminal conspiracy.

The former veterinary student and his PTM have rat-
tled the military since 2018 with calls to end alleged
abuses by security forces targeting ethnic Pashtuns in

the rest ive tr ibal  areas
along the border with
Afghanistan. The area,
once plagued by militancy
and unrest , is  where
Washington bel ieves
Pakistan is providing safe
haven to militant groups
including the Afghan
Tal iban and Haqqani
Network. The army has
carried out many opera-
t ions in the region, and
security across Pakistan
has dramatically improved
in recent years.

The military maintains a
heavy presence there, however, and the PTM has tapped
into festering anger over al leged abuses against
Pashtuns-including enforced disappearances and target-
ed killings. The movement remains peaceful, but has been
notable for its direct verbal attacks on the armed forces

in a country where such criticism is largely seen as a red
line. Islamabad and the military have repeatedly denied
the claims and arrested PTM activists. 

A far-reaching media blackout has kept news and
images of peaceful PTM rallies off TV screens and front
pages nationwide. An opinion piece written by Pashteen
in the New York Times in 2019 was censored in Pakistan.
In December 2018 a military spokesman warned that the
army would use force against PTM if they “cross the
line”.  Mohsin Dawar, a PTM member of parliament from
the North Waziristan tribal district, confirmed Pashteen’s
arrest to AFP.

“He has been charged in many cases including sedi-
tion,” Dawar said, who along with another PTM MP was
detained by authorities for months last year.   On
Twitter, Dawar demanded Pashteen’s immediate release
and asked PTM supporters to “remain calm”. Pashtuns
are a fiercely independent ethnic group that straddles
both s ides of  the border between Pakistan and
Afghanistan. They account for roughly 15 percent of
Pakistan’s population, with a majority of the 30 million-
strong group living in the northwest. — AFP 

BANJUL: A demonstrator holds up a placard while
demonstrating, asking for Yahya Jammeh, the former
President of the Gambia, to be brought to justice, in
Banjul. — AFP 

Manzoor Pashteen

Bat spit coffee is a 
hit with Madagascar 
consumers
ITASY: In the rich volcanic soils of central
Madagascar’s Itasy province grows a rare and fra-
grant coffee coveted by bats and humans alike. The
twist: humans want it even more after the bats have
nibbled on it. Bat spit gives the beans a uniquely
smooth flavor, say consumers, sending demand for an
already expensive speciality bourbon pointu coffee
soaring to nearly $110 per pound (220 euros/kg).

Farmers around the world are turning to premium
and rare beans, some including an animal touch, to
shore up their incomes amid a global production glut
that has driven down prices. But this may be the first
time such coffee is being commercially produced in
Africa, said Matthew Harrison, buyer at speciality
coffee sourcing company Trabocca.

Madagascar used to produce mainly lower-quality
robusta beans used in instant coffees, but now farmers
like Nirina Malala Ravaonasolo are producing bourbon
pointu beans, a premium variety of higher-priced ara-
bica coffee. “Before, most people here in Itasy did not
have any interest in growing coffee,” said Ravaonasolo,
president of a local coffee group. “Today it’s become
our livelihood.” Bourbon pointu sells domestically for
about $101 per pound (200 euros/kg), more than 50
times the price of commodity-grade coffee. A bit of bat
spit pushes the price higher.

Wild bats chewing on ripe coffee berries results in
a reaction between their digestive fluids and outside
air that gives a uniquely smooth flavor, say customers.
“It’s very special,” said Ronald Van der Vaeken, a local
Belgian hotelier. “Normal coffee, after two minutes,
you forget the taste - but this coffee stays a very long
time in your mouth. It’s not acidic... it’s very good.” It’s
the brainchild of farmer and agricultural entrepreneur
Jacques Ramarlah.

Two years ago, he reintroduced bourbon pointu
beans to the area from nearby Reunion Island. He lat-
er introduced bat coffee after observing them nib-
bling the best beans. Now, Ramarlah works with
about 90 farmers who send him beans for processing
and marketing, some at his on-farm restaurant. The
farmers produced two tons of coffee this year, with
plans for 20 tons by 2021, for export to discerning
markets like Japan. His customers mostly come from
local high-end restaurants and hotels. Bat coffee will
be a small portion of production.

Madagascar’s animal-enhanced coffee is not
unique - Southeast Asia’s Kopi Luwak coffee is made
from beans salvaged from civet cat poop; Thailand
has elephant dung coffee; and there’s a Costa Rican
bat coffee similar to Ramarlah’s. Extremely high-value
coffee is a very niche market, but it is growing, said
Harrison, the Trabocca buyer. 

The global speciality coffee market is forecast to
hit $83.6 billion in 2025, said Adroit Market Research,
more than doubling its 2018 market size. — Reuters

WUHAN: An aerial view shows residential and commercial buildings of Wuhan in China’s central Hubei province
yesterday, amid a deadly virus outbreak which began in the city. — AFP 

Portuguese hacker 
‘behind the Angola 
corruption leaks’
LISBON: Lawyers for a Portuguese computer hacker said
yesterday he was responsible for revealing the dealings of
Angolan billionaire Isabel dos Santos, a corruption scandal
with fallout across Europe and Africa. The hacker, Rui
Pinto, handed over a hard drive “containing all data related
to the recent revelations concerning Ms. Isabel Dos
Santos’s fortune” to a whistleblowing organization in 2018,
his lawyers said. The tycoon daughter of former Angolan
president Jose Eduardo dos Santos now faces a slew of
corruption allegations stretching across Angola’s state oil
and diamond industries and banks-all of which she has
denied in interviews from London.

Rui Pinto-described by his lawyers as a “very important
European whistleblower”-is also behind the so-called
Football Leaks, a series of stories about financial dealings
and transfers involving clubs in Europe’s top leagues. The
football revelations, which first appeared in 2015 and were
eventually published in Germany’s Spiegel and other
European outlets, sparked criminal investigations in coun-
tries including Britain and France.

Pinto, 31, was extradited from Hungary last March over
allegations that he hacked into the systems of investment
fund Doyen Sports and tried to blackmail them in return
for not publishing information he had taken. His lawyers
have argued that Pinto-currently in pretrial detention in
Portugal-willingly stopped the blackmail attempt and
turned whistleblower, publishing the documents rather
than profiting personally. But a Portuguese court decided

on January 17 to go ahead with his trial on a total of 90
charges.

‘
Broken system’ 

According to his lawyers, the hard drive Pinto handed
over on the Angolan tycoon’s finances provided the source
material for revelations about “all the actors that might be
involved in the fraudulent operations committed at the
expense of the Angolan State”. The New York-based
International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ)
- which had also worked on previous financial scandals
including the 2016 “Panama Papers”-began publishing sto-
ries on dos Santos in mid-January.

The consortium said it had trawled more than 715,000
files and produced stories it said revealed a “broken inter-
national regulatory system”. Within days, Angola’s prose-
cutors announced charges against dos Santos, as the so-
called Luanda Leaks scandal swirled around allegations
that she had syphoned off hundreds of millions of dollars
of public money into offshore accounts during her tenure
at Sonangol, Angola’s state-owned oil giant.

Hundreds of companies, many based in tax havens such
as the British Virgin Islands, are alleged to have helped dos
Santos accrue her fortune. A Portuguese banker who
worked for Eurobic-in which dos Santos is the main share-
holder-was found dead last week in an apparent suicide. He
was named in the Luanda Leaks documents and later
described in media reports as her account manager. Pinto
had forwarded the hard drive to the Platform to Protect
Whistleblowers in Africa and the ICIJ, his lawyers said. He
had “sought to help understanding complex operations
conducted with the complicity of banks and jurists which
not only impoverish the people and the State of Angola, but
may have seriously damaged Portugal’s general interest”,
the statement said. Angolans call Isabel dos Santos “the
princess”, and she is Africa’s richest woman according to
Forbes, which estimates her assets at $2.1 billion. — AFP 

BUDAPEST: Leaks whistleblower Rui Pinto (center) is escorted by judicial officers as he arrives at the
Metropolitan Court in Budapest, Hungary, for his trial. — AFP 



The six or seven vehicles that come off the assem-
bly line each day at Riverside plant in Indiana’s
Amish country look more like houses than cars,

with workers installing wooden roofs and fiberglass
insulation before applying coats of gleaming white
paint. For decades, recreational vehicles have been
icons of the American road: Homes-on-the-go fur-
nished with beds, showers, kitchens and even television
dens that offer families the freedom to roam and see
the vast country.

In an election year, RVs tell an additional story.
Experts consider them bellwethers of the economy,
dream-buys for Americans who only shell out the tens of
thousands of dollars when they feel comfortable. As the
election season opens, a team from AFP traveled (albeit
not by RV) from Washington to Iowa, which holds the
first presidential nomination contest on Feb 3, in hopes of
feeling the economic and political pulse of the country.

In the northeastern patch of Indiana centered
around Elkhart, the verdict from the RV industry
appeared to be that the economy - a key factor in
whether President Donald Trump is re-elected -seems
strong, although a notch less than recently. “A lot of
people think that RVs are an economic indicator and
in many ways it is, because a recreational vehicle is
not a have-to-have, it’s a want-to-have,” said Don
Clark, CEO of Grand Design, a maker of high-end RVs
started in 2012. Clark said that tariffs, imposed by
Trump on steel, aluminum and other materials crucial
for manufacturing, have “had an impact” and been an
“inconvenience”, but the industry nonetheless was

braced for its fourth biggest year on record.

‘Not a bad picture’ 
At the RV Hall of Fame museum, whose displays

include a 1913 Model-T with a convertible dining table
described as the first recreational vehicle, veteran
industry watcher Sherman Goldenberg said he expects
a dip of six percent in shipments in 2019 from the pre-
vious year. The industry has climbed since the after-
math of the Great Recession in the late 2000s, and
“after an eight-year run of growth, at some point it
planed out, as all things do,” said Goldenberg, publisher
of industry magazine RVBusiness.

“Did it plummet? Did it dive? No, it didn’t,” he said.
“It’s not a bad picture, but no, we’re not breaking
records.” He said that younger people - who have
coined terms such as “glamping” for high-end camping
- have helped revitalize an industry dominated by older
people. Goldenberg, who estimated shipments of
around 400,000 RVs in 2019, said one factor was man-
ufacturers slowing down to keep pace with supply after
making more RVs than could be sold in previous years.

Eric Sims, an economist at the University of Notre
Dame in nearby South Bend, said that past overpro-
duction was an issue - but may be exaggerated by the
industry. “There’s some of that going on, but I think that
there is also a general slowing of demand for these
kinds of vehicles in the economy,” Sims said. “I would
characterize the RV industry as still doing well,” he
said. “Relative to where things were three or four years
ago, things have cooled off a little.”

Hard-working Amish 
Production at the RV factories often begins before

dawn to accommodate the farming schedule of the
Amish, who make up much of the workforce even
though they cannot drive motorized vehicles them-
selves. Men sporting suspenders and beards, and
women wearing plain dresses and white “kapp” head-
pieces, punched out their shifts using time clocks
before some left on bicycle. Mervin Lehman, general
manager at Riverside, where up to 80 percent of labor
is Amish, said that the workers delighted the company.

“The ethic of coming to work every day, good work-
manship, that kind of culture, is what they bring,” he
said. “On the flipside, it’s a very good, lucrative paying
job. With an eighth-grade education, there is nowhere
else you can go to earn the money that this community
can,” he said, referring to the Amish custom of ending
school at the start of their teenage years.

While the Amish are forbidden from buying RVs, for
other Americans, the main question is cost. Keith Hess
of Wisconsin, visiting the RV Hall of Fame with his wife
of 38 years, said he expected to be able to buy a long-
sought $100,000 unit in five years. “We would like to
take a month or two to travel the West Coast to Alaska,
just being able to be self-sufficient as you travel, to
stop and have a meal or to pull off and use the bath-
room,” he said. “We are very fortunate in North
America that we can drive to a lot of places,” he said.
“You can see a lot of beautiful sites that God has cre-
ated for us.” — AFP 
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When the SARS virus spread across China
in 2002-3, the government in Beijing
reacted with secrecy and obstruction.

This year’s coronavirus outbreak is being tackled
very differently - a key test for President Xi Jinping
and the increasingly sophisticated authoritarian
system he presides over.

One thing is certain: China has been able to
respond in a way it’s almost impossible to imagine
any other country beginning to be capable of. That
means not just a colossal deployment of state
resources - up to half a million healthcare workers
being rushed to the most affected city, Wuhan, and
the wider province of Hubei, and two new hospi-
tals said to be being built in little more than a
week. It also means a measure of centralized state
control that has effectively locked down not just
the immediate area but much of China’s national
transit system.

As with all infectious disease outbreaks, how
successful those steps will be depends on whether
China can change its citizens’ behavior fast enough
to stay ahead of a disease that is very much still
being understood. That also means incentivizing its
local officials to communicate details swiftly and
efficiently, rather than covering them up as they did
during 2002-3 for fear of official retribution. Much
of that will depend on the nature of the virus and
how it develops. Xi warned this weekend that it
appeared to be becoming more contagious.

That the Chinese leader himself was taking such
a forward- leaning position is itself a major
change. Because of Xi’s leadership, along with
economic growth, technological change and more,
China is now a very different place to the turn-of-
the-century, albeit still very much the same melt-
ing pot of humans, animals and highly mobile pop-
ulations that helped produce that outbreak. Those
in charge in Beijing now have much greater ability
to monitor and persuade their population, as well
as exert direct control over those with authority
on the ground.

Social media
Already, social media platforms such as Weibo

have seen what appeared to be centrally coordinat-
ed campaigns using celebrities and social media
influencers to push people away from using wildlife
markets such as that believed to have been the epi-
centre of the virus. Transport networks have been
shut down with remarkable speed, and within the
worst affected areas most of the local population
wants to stay inside and limit social interaction.

Such direct control has been simply impossible
in most outbreaks elsewhere in the world, such as
that of Ebola in West Africa from 2013-16. Then,
while regional transport networks also largely
ceased, that was largely due to trucking and other
firms simply stopping work, with much less central
coordination. There’s no doubt many local and
regional officials in China still fear the conse-
quences of speaking bad news to power, but it may
well be that Xi has successfully instilled even more
fear of being caught covering up such details.

Containing a respiratory disease like coronavirus
is more challenging than a hemorrhagic outbreak
such as Ebola, which is only communicable through
direct touch and bodily fluids. Corona may even be
infectious before symptoms appear, which would
make it much harder to lock down.

New technology
New technology may provide some good news,

in terms of much faster testing and the development
of new vaccines and treatments. Whatever the
immediate outcome of the outbreak, one more last-
ing legacy might well be even greater centralization.
On a host of health fronts including drug regulation,
China retains a far from effective provincial struc-
ture that experts say has often made addressing
health problems more difficult.

Indeed, in some ways China seems to be using
this entire situation to demonstrate the reach and
effectiveness of its technological authoritarian struc-
ture, increasingly using the combination of mass sur-
veillance and big data to monitor and coerce its
population in ways that would have been unimagin-
able even a decade ago. It’s a structure that has
been tested most recently by unrest in Hong Kong,
with the crackdown against ethnic Muslim Uighurs
in northwest China a stark demonstration of just
how brutal the system can be.  — Reuters 
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Recreational vehicles are seen in various states of assembly at Grand Design RV on Jan 24, 2020 in Middlebury, Indiana. — AFP 
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Communication and 
control are key to 
tackling China virus 

Will Brexit see 
Europe division at 
Security Council? 

In a recent UN Security Council vote on extending
cross-border aid to Syria, Britain aligned with the
United States and abstained in a rare split with its

European partners that could herald others to come
after Brexit. Some diplomats played down the Jan 10
vote by pointing out that while there can be coordina-
tion in such negotiations, the vote ultimately remains
above all a national political decision. But others drew
clear conclusions on the unusual position adopted by
London during the vote on Syria, which was co-
authored by Germany and Belgium and backed by
France and Estonia.

“The United Kingdom is gaining independence,”
a UN official speaking on condition of anonymity
told AFP. “In negotiations, this may not change too
much. But when it comes to votes, whether or not to
use a veto, it will weigh,” said the source. As a per-
manent member of the UN Security Council, London
wields veto power equal to Paris, Washington,
Moscow and Beijing.

With Britain’s exit from the EU on Jan 31, “the
United Kingdom will no longer be bound by European
positions”, the official said. “With the United States,
the United Kingdom risks playing the same role as
China, which often acts in support of Russia.” The
rapprochement between President Donald Trump and
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson will also come
into play, several diplomats at the UN headquarters
predicted.

What is certain is that Brexit will see Britain leave
all European coordination meetings which are held
regularly in New York. Article 34 of the Treaty on
European Union provides that its members in the UN
Security Council  “shall  consult together” and
“defend” the interests of the bloc. Instructions are still
awaited from Brussels on the procedures to be fol-
lowed from Feb 1. European members of the council,
however, expect London to continue “genuine coop-
eration” with them during the transition period, and
they would reciprocate.

‘Case by case’ 
For common positions, this will likely be on a “case

by case” basis, according to several diplomats who
said they hope Britain retains a “willingness to contin-
ue to work together” with the EU on various concerns
such as Iran or North Korea. So far, Paris, Berlin and
London have maintained a united front against the US
decision to withdraw from the 2015 Iranian nuclear

agreement. In recent months, the three have also been
in lockstep on North Korea, calling for UN Security
Council meetings after each ballistic missile test by
Pyongyang and jointly demanding the maintenance of
international sanctions.

At the Security Council, France has more at risk
than others with Britain’s departure from the
European Union. Faced with an often unpredictable
US administration, London and Paris could present a
united European front in three-way negotiations. But
in future, France could find itself in a minority vis-a-
vis its two partners. Through the rotation of council’s
non-permanent members, France could also find itself
as the only EU member among the 15 participants in
2022 if Albania succeeds Estonia and Ireland is not
elected next June.

No comments were forthcoming from the British
diplomatic mission to the UN on the future positioning
of London in the Security Council or in the UN
General Assembly. Will London move closer to the
CANZ group (Canada, Australian and New Zealand),
all members of the Commonwealth? Or go it alone like
Russia, China and Japan do? In this case, Britain “risks
being pulled into the American orbit,” the UN official
believes. And among the practical and immediate con-
sequences of Brexit, London will have to strengthen its
diplomatic mission in New York since it will no longer
be represented in multiple UN meetings by the
European mission. — AFP 

North Korea urges 
citizens to ‘break 
through barriers’ 

While a North Korean deadline for the United
States to soften its stand on denuclearization
talks passed uneventfully over the New Year,

state media and propaganda efforts have been focusing
on the prospect of a long confrontation with the United
States. Optimism that two years of contacts between
leader Kim Jong Un and US President Donald Trump
would usher in a new age, and related hopes for eco-
nomic improvement after decades of deprivation,
appear to have faded.

Instead, the government has been hard at work in
recent weeks using state media, propaganda posters,
and performances to warn the public of a bumpy road
ahead under US and international pressure. The propa-
ganda effort has included calls for North Koreans to
“break through barriers” and strengthen the country.
The weekend’s Lunar New Year celebrations included a
concert for Kim and other dignitaries with tributes to
the country’s leaders for overcoming adversity.

It is a familiar message for North Koreans, but one

that now underscores that the leadership does not
foresee a breakthrough in diplomacy any time soon.
“The message will be that because of the US hostile
policy and sanctions, that things will be more difficult
for the foreseeable future,” said Andray Abrahamian, a
visiting scholar with George Mason University Korea.
Behind the scenes, North Korean officials still say they
are seeking badly needed sanctions relief, said one
European scholar who regularly attends informal meet-
ings with North Korean representatives.

Publicly, North Korea has said it is no longer bound
by commitments to halt nuclear and missile testing,
blaming the United States for failing to meet the year-
end deadline for it to show more flexibility in the
nuclear talks and its “brutal and inhumane” sanctions.
Since Kim came to power in 2011, many North Koreans
have steadily seen living conditions improve compared
with deprivation and even famines of the 1990s. In
2018, Kim doubled down by declaring the “completion”
of the nuclear weapons program would allow the gov-
ernment to focus on economic development.

‘Worrying time’
But the failure to win sanctions relief is putting Kim

in a sensitive spot. “In 2012, Kim promised that there
would be no more belt tightening, so for him to call on
the country to prepare for exactly that sends a very
clear message,” Abrahamian said. “Most North
Koreans have seen their economic prospects improve

under Kim Jong Un so I’m sure this is a worrying time
for them.”

The propaganda push is designed to support a line
Kim set out in a speech at the end of last year calling
for North Koreans to brace for an “arduous and pro-
longed struggle” and to foster a self-reliant economy
because of a delay in the anticipated lifting of sanc-
tions, analysts said. Kim used that speech to acknowl-
edge North Korea may need to “tighten our belts” for
the time being.

But state media and propaganda have not yet widely
pushed that line widely, likely in part because of Kim’s
past promises, said Rachel Minyoung Lee, an analyst
with NK News, a website that monitors North Korea.
“It is a controversial term and North Korea will likely
roll it out very subtly and carefully,” she said. The final
months of 2019 saw senior officials warning the United
States not to ignore its threat of a “new way” if it did
not offer more concessions in talks aimed at getting
North Korea to abandon its nuclear weapons.

Beyond a warning from Kim that the world would
soon see a “new strategic weapon”, however, the dead-
line passed uneventfully. Since then, the North’s state
media has been ominously quiet on the issue of talks
with the United States. “I have a feeling they’re biding
their time to roll out some changes to their foreign poli-
cy, including US policy, and North Korea may make its
intentions clearer as it gets closer to the showcasing of
its ‘new strategic weapon’,” Lee said. — Reuters 
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Saudis say coronavirus impact on oil demand limited

Oil drops below $60 on China virus
LONDON: Crude prices extended declines
yesterday, dropping below $60 for the first
time in nearly three months, as the death toll
from China’s coronavirus rose and more
businesses were forced to shut down, fuelling
expectations of slowing oil demand. Brent
crude was down $1.51 a barrel, or 2.5 per-
cent, to $59.18 at 1254 GMT, its lowest since
late October and the biggest intra-day fall
since Jan 8. US crude was down $1.37, or
2.53 percent, at $52.82. Both contracts had
earlier fallen by more than 3 percent.

Global stock exchanges also fell as
investors grew increasingly anxious about
the widening crisis. Demand spiked for safe-
haven assets, such as the Japanese yen and
Treasury notes.

The death toll from the coronavirus rose
to more than 80 and the Chinese govern-
ment extended the Lunar New Year holiday
to Feb. 2, trying to keep as many people as
possible at home to prevent the virus from
spreading further. The rapid spreading of

the virus fuelled fears of slowing oil demand
and raised speculation that OPEC and its
allies including Russia, a group known as
OPEC+, would consider deepening produc-
tion cuts. Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, allies in the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC),
tried to play down the impact of the virus
yesterday, with Riyadh, the de-facto OPEC
leader, saying the group could respond to
any changes in demand.

Saudi Arabia’s Energy Minister Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman Al-Saud said yesterday
he felt confident the new virus would be con-
tained. Markets are being “primarily driven by
psychological factors and extremely negative
expectations adopted by some market partic-
ipants despite (the virus’) very limited impact
on global oil demand,” the minister said. 

“Such extreme pessimism occurred back
in 2003 during the SARS outbreak, though it
did not cause a significant reduction in oil
demand,” Prince Abdulaziz said in a state-

ment. The OPEC+ group has been withhold-
ing supply to support oil prices for nearly
three years and on Jan 1 increased an agreed
output reduction by 500,000 barrels per
day (bpd) to 1.7 million bpd through March.

OPEC+ “have the capability and flexibility
needed to respond to any developments, by
taking the necessary actions to support oil
market stability, if the situation so requires,”

Prince Abdulaziz said. Brent crude oil prices
have dropped by more than 14 percent since
a spike in tensions between the United States
and Iran briefly lifted prices above $70 a
barrel on Jan. 8.

Shares dive
World shares slipped to their lowest in

two weeks yesterday as worries grew about
the economic impact of China’s spreading
coronavirus, with demand spiking for safe-
haven assets such as Japanese yen and
Treasury notes. The death toll from the coro-
navirus outbreak in China rose to 81 and the
virus spread to more than 10 countries,
including France, Japan and the United
States. Some health experts questioned
whether China can contain the epidemic.

By midday in London, MSCI’s All-Country
World Index , which tracks shares across 47
countries, was down 0.6 percent to its lowest
since Jan 9. In Europe, stock markets
slumped at the start of trading, tracking their

counterparts in Asia. The pan-European
STOXX 600 index fell 2 percent to its lowest
level since Jan. 6, and the Euro Stoxx 50
volatility index jumped to its highest level
since December.

“The coronavirus is an economic and
financial shock. The extent of that shock still
needs to be assessed, but it could provide
the spark for an arguably long-overdue
adjustment in the capital markets,” Marc
Chandler, chief market strategist at
Bannockburn Securities, told clients.

In Asia, Japan’s Nikkei average slid 2.0
percent, the biggest one-day fall in five
months. A Tokyo-listed China proxy,
ChinaAMC CSI 300 index ETF, fell 2.2 per-
cent. Many markets in Asia were closed for
the Lunar New Year holiday.

US S&P 500 mini futures were last down
1.36 percent, suggesting an open in the red
on Wall Street later. The VIX volatility index,
also known as Wall Street’s “fear gauge”, hit
its highest levels since October. — Reuters 
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EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.787
Indian Rupees 4.273
Pakistani Rupees 1.968
Srilankan Rupees 1.676
Nepali Rupees 2.666
Singapore Dollar 227.240
Hongkong Dollar 39.177
Bangladesh Taka 3.546
Philippine Peso 5.999
Thai Baht 10.061
Malaysian Ringgit 77.877

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.254
Qatari Riyal 83.688
ani Riyal 791.423
Bahraini Dinar 809.090
UAE Dirham 82.959

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 21.650
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 19.304
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.223
Tunisian Dinar 114.040
Jordanian Dinar 429.750
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 0.203
Syrian Lira 0.000
Morocco Dirham 32.359

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 304.500

DOLLARCO EXCHANGE CO. LTD

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Euro 339.520
Sterling Pound 402.400
Canadian dollar 233.960
Turkish lira 52.500
Swiss Franc 317.520
US Dollar Buying 297.050

Rate for Transfr Selling Rate

US Dollar 304.150
Canadian Dollar 233.620
Sterling Pound 397.380
Euro 339.090
Swiss Frank 297.015
Bahrain Dinar 808.850
UAE Dirhams 83.210
Qatari Riyals 84.450
Saudi Riyals 82.000
Jordanian Dinar 430.270
Egyptian Pound 19.293
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.677
Indian Rupees 4.273
Pakistani Rupees 1.964
Bangladesh Taka 3.550
Philippines Pesso 5.970
Cyprus pound 18.095
Japanese Yen 3.765
Syrian Pound 1.590
Nepalese Rupees 2.676
Malaysian Ringgit 75.635
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 44.590

CURRENCY BUY SELL

EUROPE
British Pound 0.390931 0.404831
Czech Korune 0.005381 0.014681
Danish Krone 0.040973 0.045973
Euro 0. 328851 0.342551
Georgian Lari 0.114211 0.114211
Hungarian 0.001148 0.001338
Norwegian Krone 0.029857 0.035057
Romanian Leu 0.065258 0.082108
Russian Ruble 0.004944 0.004944 
Slovakia 0.009104 0.019104
Swedish Krona 0.027897 0.032897
Swiss Franc 0.307519 0.318519

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.200103 0.212103
New Zealand Dollar 0.195419 0.204919

America
Canadian Dollar 0.226555 0.235555
US Dollars 0.300400 0.304950
US Dollars Mint 0.300900 0.304950

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.002917 0.003718

Chinese Yuan 0.042721 0.046221
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037251 0.040001
Indian Rupee 0.003676 0.004448
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002703 0.002883
Korean Won 0.000250 0.000265
Malaysian Ringgit 0.071291 0.077291
Nepalese Rupee 0.002626 0.002966
Pakistan Rupee 0.001295 0.002065
Philippine Peso 0.005906 0.006206
Singapore Dollar 0.220187 0.230187
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001319 0.001899
Taiwan 0.010129 0.010309
Thai Baht 0.009671 0.010221
Vietnamese Dong 0.00013 0.000013

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.801542 0.809598
Egyptian Pound 0.019098 0.021839
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000199 0.000259
Jordanian Dinar 0.424573 0.433573
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000101 0.000251
Moroccan Dirhams 0.021022 0.045022
Omani Riyal 0.785780 0.793677
Qatar Riyal 0.082983 0.083817
Saudi Riyal 0.080113 0.081413
Syrian Pound 0.001291 0.001511
Tunisian Dinar 0.103694 0.111694
Turkish Lira 0.044843 0.054688
UAE Dirhams 0.082271 0.083097
Yemeni Riyal 0.000990 0.001070

Thai Bhat 11.010
Turkish Lira 51.810
Singapore dollars 225.000

EXCHANGE RATES

Lebanese MPs debate 2020 budget 
as protesters throw stones at police

BEIRUT: Projected revenues in Lebanon’s
2020 budget may be unrealistic because of a
contraction in the country’s economy, the
chairman of the parliamentary budget com-
mittee said yesterday, as protesters hurled
rocks at police near to where the draft law
was under debate.

Lebanon is in the throes of a financial and
economic crisis caused by decades of bad gov-
ernance and state corruption twinned with a
liquidity crunch that has led banks to impose
informal capital controls and the currency to
slump. Parliament was debating a budget first
drafted by the Saad Al-Hariri-led government
that quit in October in the face of protests
against the political elite blamed for the crisis.

Prime Minister Hassan Diab Hassan, whose
government took office last week with back-
ing from the powerful Hezbollah group and its
political allies, told parliament he would not
obstruct passage of the budget prepared by
his predecessor.

Finance and budget committee chairman
Ibrahim Kanaan told Reuters on Friday the
latest projection was for a budget with a
deficit of 7 percent instead of the originally

hoped-for 0.6 percent, reflecting the crisis.
But speaking at the start of the debate,
Kanaan cast doubt on the numbers, saying
“the reviewed revenues might not be realistic
... in light of the economic contraction”.

Kanaan also said interest rates should be
cut or the state revenues would not be able to
cover debt servicing, adding that he had heard
rates would be cut “and we are waiting for the
full commitment”.

“We cannot continue to adopt the policy of
high interest rates with the aim of attracting
bank deposits,” said Kanaan, a member of the
influential Free Patriotic Movement.

A large part of the projected 2020 deficit
reduction was thanks to interest relief on gov-
ernment debt held by the central bank.
Kanaan told Reuters last week the central
bank was still committed to this agreement.
Some parties boycotted the session, with crit-
ics arguing that the Diab government should
have presented its policy statement, won a
vote of confidence in parliament and then pre-
sented the budget itself.

Some protesters have rejected the new
cabinet and accuse the political elite of ignor-

ing demands that include an independent gov-
ernment and fighting corruption.

Bank deposits
Lebanon’s central bank said there would be

no “haircut” on deposits at banks due to the
country’s financial crisis, responding to con-
cerns voiced by a prominent Arab billionaire
about risks to foreign investments there.
Emirati businessman Khalaf Ahmad Al-Habtoor,
founder of the Al-Habtoor Group that has two
hotels in Beirut, posted a video of himself on
his official Twitter account asking Lebanon’s
central bank governor if there was any risk to
dollar deposits of foreign investors and
whether there could be any such haircut. “The
declared policy of the Central Bank of Lebanon
is not to bankrupt any bank thus preserving the
depositors. Also the law in Lebanon doesn’t
allow haircut,” the Banque Du Liban (BDL) said
in a Twitter post addressed to Habtoor, from
Governor Riad Salameh. “BDL is providing the
liquidity needed by banks in both Lebanese
pound and dollars, but under one condition
that the dollars lent by BDL won’t be trans-
ferred abroad.” — Reuters

Gulf Bank announces 
winners of Al-Danah 
weekly draw 
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its weekly draw on 26th
January 2020 announcing the names of the winners
for the week of 19 - 23 January 2020. The weekly
draw consists of five winners who receive KD 1,000
each, every week. 

The winners this week are:   
Bader Nasser Ali Al-Houti
Mohammed Abdullah Abdulraheem Naqi
Nawal Ahmed Hafar
Rashed Tobeekh Fahad Al-Tobeekh
Krishnanand Mukund
Gulf Bank announced that Al-Danah is now bigger,

and that the prize of the annual draw will be
KD1,500,000 as of 2020. The annual draw will be
held on 14 January 2021, and the last chance to partic-
ipate by depositing in the Al-Danah account will be
on 30 September 2020.

Gulf Bank encourages customers to increase their
chances of winning with Al-Danah by depositing
more into their Gulf Bank accounts using the new
ePay (Self-Pay) service, which is available on Gulf
Bank’s online and mobile banking services. Al-Danah
offers a number of unique services to customers,
including the Al-Danah Deposit Only ATM card,
which allows account holders to deposit money into
their accounts at their convenience. Account holders
can also calculate their chances of winning the draws
through the ‘Al-Danah Chances’ calculator available
on the Gulf Bank website and app. Furthermore, loyal
Al-Danah customers are rewarded with loyalty
chances. Loyalty chances are the total chances accu-
mulated from the previous year, which are added to
the customer’s chances the following year. Therefore,
the total chances earned by Al-Danah customers in
2019, have been added to their 2020 chances, and the
same process will take place in 2021, and so on. Terms
and conditions apply.

Central bank reassures foreign investors about deposits

BEIRUT: Anti-government protesters tend to an unconscious woman during a demonstration in
the center of the Lebanese capital Beirut yesterday. — AFP

Be the ultimate 
master while 
gaming on the 
Huawei nova 5T
KUWAIT: Are you a big gamer, but need a device to take
your gaming on the go? Or maybe you are an avid mobile
gamer who is constantly online on a variety of popular
mobile games? Be it professional, casual or even just some
light-hearted gaming to pass the time, you need a smart-
phone that can let you play for hours on end, without com-
promising on precious battery power. Meet the Huawei
nova 5T.

The latest from Huawei, the Huawei nova 5T is perfect
for today’s mobile gamers. Packed with powerful hardware
and a large 6.26 inch FHD+ display, this smartphone per-
fectly balances power and efficiency for a more immersive
and high-end smartphone gaming experience. Additionally,
the design of the phone makes it well-balanced to hold,
while the Huawei Histen 6.0 and 9.1 Virtual surround sound
promises a more premium audio experience.

Powering your next gaming session is the Huawei nova
5T’s Kirin 980 processor, one of Huawei’s fastest proces-
sors yet. Aimed at maximum performance while optimizing
battery consumption, the Kirin 980 along with its 8GB of
RAM will ensure that all your games are running at top
notch levels, so you are never going to miss a shot, lag at a
turn or have to wait for your game to load. You can also
install a wide variety of games, thanks to the 128GB of

storage on board. The phone also comes with Android 9.0
and a wide range of popular apps pre-installed.

Along with performance, the capacity of the battery
can still be a concern for most gamers. Keeping this in
mind, Huawei has packed the Huawei nova 5T with a mas-
sive 3750 mAh battery, ensuring that long gaming sessions

can be enjoyed without any interruptions or concerns
about the phone dying out. In case it does, then the 22.5W
Huawei SuperCharge can refuel the battery back up to 50
percent in just 30 minutes. To top it all off, the on-board
GPU Turbo 3.0 feature further improves your gaming per-
formance. A feature seen on Huawei’s premium devices;
GPU Turbo 3.0 enhances your gameplay by boosting
graphics for a more immersive experience.  So be it your
next action-packed fighter, adrenaline-fueled racer or
brain-testing puzzler, with the HUAWEI nova 5T all you
have to is open your favorite game for a gaming experi-
ence like no other. 

NBK announces 
winners of end of 
year cashback 
campaign 
KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) is committed to
reward its customers with exclusive promotions and out-
standing offers throughout the year. In this regard, NBK
announced the winners of the up to 50 percent cashback
campaign, as 20 participants won KD 500 each.

The winners of KD 500 in the Cashback campaign
were:

● Sabah Khaled Zeghayer Al-Shemari
● Lulwah Mustafa Marzouq Al-Marzouq
● Kasem Mohammad Ali Elfadli
● Ali Abdulla Mohammed Al-Sabah
● Ahmad Mohammed Othman Al-Mousa

● Issam Hage Ali
● Birjesh Tyagi
● Mashari Ahmad Mohammad Al-Subaihi
● Stephen Kibwana
● Omar Mohamed Abdullatief Ganawi
● Tareq Abdulkareem Zamel Al-Zamel
● Sarah Fahad Marzouq Alsuwailan
● Ahmed Ezzel Din Mahmoud Ibrahim
● Schalia Luchrece Elangmane Aminisha
● Fouad Fawzi Abed Alkhadra
● Abdulla Ahmad Sabah Alsalem Al-Sabah
● Ali Mohamed Haji Ghuloum Akbar
● Faisal Fahad Abdulaziz Almuzaini
● Rawyah Shaker Abdel Majeed Alkazemi
● Basem Jabrah Eissa Shuhaibar
NBK Customers enjoyed up to 50 percent guaranteed

cashback on purchases made using their eligible NBK Visa
Credit Cards at selected merchants. The cashback cam-
paign ran until December 31, 2019.

“We launched the cashback campaign last October, where
customers had the chance to receive up to 50 percent cash-
back on their daily purchases, as well as the chance to enter a
draw and win KD 500. We are happy to announce the win-

ners of KD 500,” stated Bader
Al-Janah, Consumer Banking
Group, National Bank of
Kuwait, commenting on the
winners’ announcement.

“The campaign received a
great response from cus-
tomers, as it fits in line with
the bank’s effort to communi-
cate with customers, learn
about their preferences, and
meet their aspirations with
products that match their
diversified lifestyles,” Al-Janah
added. “NBK Credit Cards
offer an exceptional experi-

ence and we aim to provide our customers with more exclu-
sive and unique campaigns in 2020.” Al-Janah concluded.
NBK Credit Cards are the best and the most convenient
method to make payments; they grant customers various
privileges when used in shopping, including the NBK
Rewards Program, NBK Miles Program, NBK Secure
Shopping, and extended warranty on new purchases. 

Bader Al-Janah

CBK bonds and 
related Tawarruq
KUWAIT: The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) announced
the most recent issues of CBK Bonds and related
Tawarruq at a total value of KD 200 million for three
months with rate of return of 2.750 percent.
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KFH realizes a net profit of KD 251m 
in 2019 for shareholders: Al-Marzouq

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) Chairman 
Hamad Abdulmohsen Al-Marzouq, said that KFH 
has, by the grace of Allah, realized a net profit of 
KD 251.0 million for the year 2019 for KFH share-
holders compared to KD 227.4 million last year i.e. 
an increase of 10.4 percent.  Financing income 
reached KD 931.6 million, i.e. an increase of 8.1 per-
cent compared to last year. Net operating income 
increased to reach KD 510.1 million, i.e. a growth of 
12.5 percent over the last year. 

Cost to income ratio dropped to reach 37.36 
percent for the year 2019, compared to 39.20 per-
cent last year. Earnings per share for 2019 reached 
36.45 fils compared to 33.06 fils in 2018 i.e. an 
increase of 10.3 percent. KFH distributions for the 
year 2019 were as follows: 3.120 percent for “Al-
Khumasiya” investment deposit, 2.620 percent for 
“Al-Mustamera” investment deposit, 2.075 percent 
for “Al-Sedra” investment deposit, 2.475 percent for 
the 12-month Dimah investment deposit, 2.150 per-
cent for the 6-month Dimah investment deposit, 
2.100 percent for long term investment plans and 
0.800 percent for saving investment account.  

The Board of Directors has proposed 20 percent 
cash dividends to shareholders and 10 percent 
bonus shares subject to general assembly and con-
cerned authorities’ approval. Total assets increased 
to reach KD 19.391 billion, i.e. an increase of KD 
1.621 billion or 9.1 percent compared to 2018. 

Financing portfolio increased to reach KD 9.337 
billion, i.e. an increase of KD 146 million or 1.6 
percent compared to 2018. Investment in Sukuk 
reached KD 2.276 billion an increase of KD 713 
million i.e. a growth of 45.6 percent compared to 
end of last year and the majority of the balance 
represents sovereign sukuk. Depositors’ accounts 
increased to reach KD 13.553 bi l l ion, i .e . an 
increase of KD 1.772 billion or 15.0 percent com-
pared to 2018. 

Shareholders’ equity increased to reach KD 
2.060 billion i.e. an increase of KD 166 million or 
8.8 percent compared to 2018. KFH’s capital ade-
quacy ratio (CAR) reached 17.67 percent, (after the 
proposed dividends) i.e. higher than the required 
limit of 15 percent, thus reiterating the strength of 
KFH financial position. 

 
Sound performance 

Al-Marzouq added in a press release that the 
sound financial statements KFH achieved in 2019 
clearly show that it has succeeded in enhancing its 
world- leading position in the Islamic finance 
industry, confirming its strength and financials and 
achieving rewarding returns for shareholders and 
depositors. Also, KFH succeeded in achieving the 
highest levels of innovation and excellence in cus-

tomer service. 
“These strong results confirm KFH’s ability to 

adapt to conditions and challenges that the regional 
and global markets witnessed in 2019. The prudent 
and conservative approach that KFH follows in risk 
management created strong buffers against market 
fluctuations and geopolitical developments region-
ally and globally.” He noted. 

 
Ambitious Strategy... Acquisition  brings several 

benefits 
Al-Marzouq confirmed that KFH’s growing finan-

cial indicators are in line with the Group ambitious 
strategy and its performance in general. They also 
reflect KFH’s strong activity, high cost efficiency, its 
successful strategy of achieving sustainable growth 
by focusing on the core banking activities.  

He added that the KFH achieved continuous 
growth in net 
income, supported 
by the increase in 
operat ing income 
and net profit. Al-
Marzouq said that 
KFH succeeded in 
offering a wide 
range of services, 
products and finan-
cial solutions that 
are unique to the 
Kuwaiti market and 
a new addition to 
the competit ive 
advantages KFH 
enjoys. 

Al-Marzouq said that KFH’s acquisition of Ahli 
United Bank B.S.C. (AUB) brings many benefits in 
terms of improving profitability. Studies prepared 
by consultants have shown that the expected 
increase in future earnings per share as a result of 
this acquisition (EPS Accretion) will be the highest 
compared to the acquisition deals in the Gulf region 
and the Middle East. In addition, the merger will 
have positive effects for KFH shareholders due to 
the expected increase in profits and dividends. 

He confirmed that the acquisition will improve 
the quality of the new entity’s assets, high capital 
base, liquidity levels, and capital efficiency at rates 
that exceed the regulatory requirements. The deal 
will also generate the largest and best Islamic bank 
in the world in terms of assets, as KFH will occupy 
leading deserved position with a value of assets of 
about $ 101 billion. 

 
Group subsidiaries... Strength elements 

Al-Marzouq highlighted that the high liquidity 

levels  that  KFH enjoys are  one of  i ts  main 
strengths along with Group’s geographical spread 
in Turkey, Germany, Bahrain, Malaysia and Saudi 
Arabia as well as the diversified investment and 
banking services that are aligned with latest finan-
cial technology.  

 
Digital transformation 

Al-Marzouq said: “KFH has made qualitative 
leaps in implementing the strategy of digital trans-
formation, by adopting the latest financial technolo-
gy innovations in FinTech, AI and banking robotics 
while achieving excellence in Mobile Banking serv-
ice in accordance with the highest standards of 
quality and professionalism.  These advanced steps 
contribute to providing the customer with an excep-
tional and sustainable digital experience and drives 
the digital development in the banking industry.”  

“Located in dif-
ferent prominent 
areas, KFH opened 
10 Digital Self-
Banking Stations 
“KFH Go” which 
won the “Best 
Product in the 
Middle East” Award 
from EMEA Finance 
magazine in recog-
nition of KFH’s effi-
cient services in 
response to cus-
tomer expecta-
tions.” He added. 

Al-Marzouq emphasized that KFH invests in 
technology to enhance its digital capabilities, 
adding that digitization and advanced services and 
products serve customers and contribute to the 
development of the local banking sector as well as 
intersect with Kuwait Vision 2035 which seeks to 
transform the country into a knowledge-driven 
economy based on innovation and technology.  

 
High credit ratings  

He pointed out to the high credit ratings with 
positive outlook of KFH from the international rat-
ing agencies, indicating Moody’s Investors Service, 
(“Moody’s”) has affirmed the A1 / Prime-1 long and 
short-term domestic and foreign currency deposit 
ratings of KFH. The rating agency has also affirmed 
KFH’s Baseline Credit Assessments (BCA) and 
Adjusted BCAs at baa3. The outlook on KFH’s long-
term ratings has been changed to positive from sta-
ble following KFH’s shareholders approving the 
acquisition of Ahli United Bank B.S.C. 

 

Development projects and Kuwait Vision 2035 
Emphasizing the role of the private sector in the 

Kuwaiti economy, Al-Marzouq pointed out the 
leading role of KFH in supporting the local econo-
my and the National Development Plan through 
financing mega projects. This is particularly part of 
Kuwait Vision 2035 to transform the country into a 
regional and global financial and commercial hub.  
He added that “KFH has a diversified financing 
portfolio including various vital sectors such as 
energy, water, power, infrastructure and construc-
tion. Al-Marzouq pointed out KFH’s leading role in 
Sukuk issuances for local and international compa-
nies and governments, stressing the full readiness to 
continue financing public development projects. 

 
Attracting Kuwaiti talents 

Al-Marzouq said that KFH has achieved remark-
able progress in the implementation of the human 
resources strategy, where 98 percent of new hires 
during 2019 were Kuwaitis. Total hires of Kuwaitis 
were 337 out of 343. Moreover, 84 percent of new 
hires were Kuwaitis below 30 years of age in 2019. 

“Under training programs, KFH offered 15,856 
seats for 3120 staff during 2019. This confirms its 
leadership as the most prominent private sector 
institution in recruiting and qualifying Kuwaiti 
youth, as part of a comprehensive strategy for tal-
ent training and development.” He said. 

 
Sustainable community development 

Al-Marzouq explained that “KFH” has made 
great achievements on the level of social responsi-
bility and sustainable development strategy. In 
2019, KFH’s social initiatives included various 
aspects such as society, environment, health, educa-
tion, people with special needs, youth, sports, inno-
vation, entrepreneurship as well as the volunteering 
activities. In this regard, KFH won prestigious 
awards. 

 
Global awards 

Al-Marzouq said that KFH won prestigious 
awards from international magazines and institu-
tions such as the Euromoney Award for Excellence 
2019 - “Best Bank in Kuwait” and the World’s Best 
Islamic Financial Institution 2019 award from Global 
Finance Magazine and many other global awards. 
Al-Marzouq expressed his confidence that KFH will 
continue to boost its financial results and strong 
performance, extending his thanks to stakeholders 
and customers for their support and trust in KFH’s 
operations and activities and to the regulatory 
authorities. He commended the executive manage-
ment and staff for their outstanding efforts, stress-
ing the need to maintain KFH leadership. 

20% cash dividends, 10% bonus shares, and 36.45 fils earnings per share

•Financing income increased by 8.1 % to reach KD 931.6 million 
•Net operating income increased by 12.5% to reach KD 510.1 million 
• Sustainable growth is in line with the ambitious strategy and sound activities 
• High credit ratings and positive outlook  
• The highest levels of innovation and excellence in customer service 
• Prudent risk management and strong buffers against market fluctuations 
• The first to offer innovative financial solutions  
• High liquidity and geographical spread 
• Qualitative leaps in the adoption of “FinTech” technology  
• 98% of new hires during 2019 were Kuwaitis 
• A prominent role in sustainable community development 

Hamad Al-Marzouq

KFH’s acquisition 
of Ahli United Bank 
B.S.C. (AUB) brings 

many benefits in 
terms of improving 

profitability
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KUWAIT: Subdued oil prices and output are weighing on
near-term growth prospects and external and fiscal bal-
ances. The current conjuncture and the exhaustible nature
of oil underscore the need to diversify the economy and
ensure adequate savings for future generations. While large
financial assets, low debt, and a sound banking sector
underpin Kuwait’s resilience, the recent run-up in spending
has worsened the fiscal position and eroded liquid buffers.
Without a course correction, the fiscal and financing chal-
lenges would intensify and the window of opportunity to
proceed at a measured pace would narrow. 

The Kuwaiti authorities have embarked on financial and
structural reforms to boost private sector growth and
employment of Kuwaitis. They are undertaking reforms to
improve the business climate, strengthen competition,
reduce the role of the state in the economy, deepen capital
markets, and foster the development of small and medium
enterprises. The needed fiscal adjustment however is prov-
ing difficult due to opposition to reducing the public wage
bill, subsidies, and transfers, or introducing new taxes. To
build broad support, the adjustment should be: (i) designed
in a growth-friendly and socially equitable manner; (ii) sup-
plemented by reforms to cut waste, improve the quality of
public services, and strengthen government accountability
and transparency; and (iii) accompanied by a vigorous
communication campaign. 

The IMF mission highly values the candid discussions
with the authorities and expresses its gratitude for their
hospitality and excellent cooperation. 

Recent Macro-Financial Developments 
1. Nonoil growth strengthened in 2019, but lower oil

prices and output are weighing on the oil sector. Nonoil
growth was propelled by strong government and consumer
spending, the latter on the back of a credit recovery. Oil
output however is expected to contract by 1 percent,
broadly in line with the OPEC+ agreement. Taken together,
this would bring overall growth to about 0.7 percent in
2019 from 1.2 percent in 2018. The current account surplus
is estimated to have narrowed to 81/2 percent of GDP in
2019 on account of lower oil exports. Inflation rose to 1.1
percent, reflecting higher food and transport prices and
slower housing rent deflation. 

2. While the consolidated fiscal balance improved in
FY2018/19, the underlying fiscal position weakened. The
nonoil balance excluding investment income fell by about 6
percentage points of nonoil GDP as government spending
rose significantly. It grew by almost 25 percent in dinar
terms from FY2016/17 to FY2018/19, mostly in hard-to-
reverse expenditure categories. The public wage bill has
grown by about 6 percent annually (despite low inflation)
over the same period, as the government was compelled to
absorb new graduates into the already oversized public
sector. To make room for new labor force entrants, the
retirement age for civil servants was lowered by 5 years,
widening the state pension fund’s actuarial gap to about 45
percent of GDP. 

3. Fiscal financing needs have remained large. The con-
solidated balance after mandatory transfers to the Future
Generations Fund (FGF) and excluding investment income
amounted to a deficit of about 8 percent of GDP in
FY2018/19. With the new debt law awaiting parliamentary
approval, the government has been unable to issue debt
since October 2017. Instead, it has continued to rely on the
General Reserves Fund (GRF) for financing. 

4. Kuwait’s financial assets continued to grow, but readi-
ly available buffers declined. According to the mission’s
estimates, assets of the Kuwait Investment Authority (KIA)
surpassed 410 percent of GDP by end-2019, as the FGF
continued to receive mandatory transfers from the govern-
ment and generated strong returns on its assets. However,
the continued drawdown from the GRF for fiscal financing
reduced its estimated total and liquid balances to 56 and 24
percent of GDP by June 2019. 

5. Credit has rebounded thanks to supportive prudential
and monetary conditions. Credit growth accelerated,
spurred by Central Bank of Kuwait’s (CBK) decision in late
2018 to increase ceilings on personal loans and supported
by favorable monetary conditions. The CBK skillfully
deployed various monetary policy instruments to support
lending to the economy while maintaining the attractiveness
of the dinar. As the Fed Funds rate rose in 2018, the CBK
kept its policy lending rate unchanged (except in March),
raising only the repo rate (a benchmark for deposits). While
the CBK skipped the first two U.S. Federal Reserve interest
rate cuts in 2019, it followed suit after the October cut. As a
result, bank lending rates have remained broadly
unchanged since 2018. 

6. The banking system remains sound. The system-
wide capital adequacy ratio (CAR) reached 17.6 percent
in September 2019, and banks have plentiful short-term
liquidity. Nonperforming loans net of specific provisions
stood at 1.2 percent, while loan-loss provisioning is high
at 229 percent. Net interest income has declined due to a
narrowing spread between bank lending rates and the
cost of funds.

7. Equity markets outperformed. Equity markets have
staged a recovery since mid-2016, in part benefitting from
portfolio inflows thanks to the inclusion of Kuwaiti equities
in the FTSE Russel and MSCI EM (expected in 2020)
indices. MSCI Kuwait surged 29 percent in 2019, compared
to 15 percent for MSCI GCC and MSCI EM, with market
capitalization reaching an all-time high of US$35 billion in
December 2019. 

Macroeconomic Outlook and Risks 
Subdued oil prices and output are weighing on near-

term prospects 
8. Growth is expected to strengthen, but lower oil prices

and uncertain output cloud the outlook. The mission’s pro-
jections are built on oil prices declining from $62 per barrel
in 2019 to about $56 per barrel in 2023 and remaining
broadly unchanged thereafter. The mission has assumed a
small increase in oil output in 2020 consistent with the
extension of the OPEC+ agreement through the year.
Supported by government spending, employment, and
credit growth, nonoil GDP could expand by 3 percent in
2020 and accelerate to 31/2 percent over the medium term.
With oil exports broadly flat and imports rising, the current
account surplus would dissipate over the projection hori-
zon. Inflation is expected to increase to 1.8 percent in 2020
as housing rents start to recover. 

9. Credit is expected to accelerate, and further capital
inflows are likely. As growth strengthens and capital proj-
ects come on stream, credit growth could pick up, support-
ed by ample bank liquidity. The MSCI inclusion in May is
expected to bring in about $3.5 billion inflows (2.3 percent
of GDP), of which $2.6 billion would be passive inflows. 

10. Risks to the outlook are to the downside, mainly
from delays in reforms and a sustained drop in oil prices.
Delays in fiscal reforms would further amplify fiscal financ-
ing needs while slow progress on the structural front would
dampen growth. Weaker-than-expected global growth,
including due to escalating trade tensions, could drive oil
prices lower. If so, the OPEC+ agreement may linger
longer than expected, and the oil output recovery project-
ed after 2020 may not materialize. A sustained drop in oil
prices would generate unfavorable macro-financial dynam-
ics, with weakening fiscal and current account balances and
widening financing needs. Heightened security tensions and
a challenging geopolitical environment in the region could
weigh on confidence, investment, and growth. 

Fiscal and financing challenges would intensify without
a course correction 

11. Fiscal measures envisaged by the government in the
near-term are modest. Given the challenging context, the
government is focusing on measures that are under its con-
trol and do not require legislative changes. It has identified
a menu of streamlining options, which include: (i) closing
loopholes in various social transfer programs, (ii) repriori-
tizing capital expenditure, and (iii) reducing waste, includ-
ing by improving procurement. It also plans to raise nonoil
revenue by: (i) introducing the long-planned excise on
tobacco and sugary drinks, (ii) repricing government serv-
ices, and (iii) strengthening revenue collection, especially
utility payments. 

12. Against this backdrop, the government’s financing
needs are projected to grow rapidly. The consolidated fis-
cal balance would turn from a surplus of 51/2 percent of
GDP in 2019 to a deficit of a similar magnitude by 2025.
After compulsory transfers to the FGF and excluding
investment income, this would give rise to average annual
financing needs of 20 percent of GDP or, cumulatively,
some KD55 billion ($180 billion) over the next 6 years. 

13. Covering such large financing needs will present a
challenge. Under the current arrangement with respect to
the FGF and without recourse to other financing sources,
GRF’s readily available assets would be exhausted in less
than two years. Total KIA assets however would continue
to increase. The government is hopeful that parliament will
approve the new debt law this fiscal year, which is reflected
in mission’s projections. This should pave the way for the
government to resume domestic borrowing almost immedi-
ately and tap international markets next year. Borrowing
would help reduce drawdowns from the GRF allowing it to
last longer. Assuming no legal restriction on borrowing, to
finance the remaining gap, government debt would have to
rise to over 70 percent of GDP in 2025 from 15 percent in
2019. While Kuwait’s very strong credit rating can underpin
external borrowing and ample bank liquidity can be tapped
through domestic issuance, the borrowing envelope over
the medium term would be unprecedented. 

Policy Discussions 
A. Ensuring Long-Term Fiscal Sustainability 

14. The mission underscores the urgency of adjustment
to put the fiscal position on a sounder path. The looming
depletion of liquid GRF assets is a symptom of the fiscal
position being too weak to meet savings obligations with
respect to the FGF.  The mission estimates that larger trans-
fers than currently set aside in the FGF would be needed to
ensure equally high living standards for future generations.
Even under an estimation approach that allows the current
generation to run a somewhat higher deficit (i.e., consume a
higher share of oil wealth), the nonoil balance in FY2025/26
would fall about 16 percentage points of nonoil GDP short
of the level needed to ensure adequate savings for future
generations. The mission therefore calls for a well-paced
fiscal adjustment over the medium term to close this inter-
generational savings’ gap and reduce financing needs. 

15. The mission proposes an adjustment path that would
close the intergenerational savings’ gap in 10 years. Under
such scenario, total spending would decline to about 75
percent of non-oil GDP (from 100 percent now) - a level
broadly consistent with that experienced during 2000-10.
The proposed adjustment would weigh on growth, but the
effect would dissipate over time as higher investment and
structural reforms to unlock the private sector’s potential
bear dividends. 

• Curtailing the public wage bill over time. To achieve
this, the availability and attractiveness of public sector jobs
should be reduced by more closely aligning public sector
wages with those in the private sector and containing
future wage growth. Harmonizing the public wage grid
structure, fostering merit-based compensation, and reduc-
ing the very high public-private wage premia would gener-
ate sizeable savings. It would also incentivize nationals to
seek opportunities and create jobs in the private sector,
thereby boosting competitiveness and productivity. 

• Phasing out generalized subsidies and reforming trans-
fers. At almost 71/2 percent of GDP, fuel, electricity, and
water subsidies and transfers are large. In addition to being
costly to the budget, subsidies encourage excessive con-
sumption and investment and disproportionately benefit
the rich. Utility prices should be raised to cost recovery
levels and various transfers rationalized through consolida-
tion and strict eligibility enforcement. Doing so would result
in savings and more efficient use of resources. Targeted
cash transfers should be introduced in parallel to offset the
adverse impact of reforms on lower-income households. 

• Increasing growth-enhancing public investment and
improving its efficiency will be essential for closing infra-
structure gaps with GCC peers and raising the long-term
growth potential. This would also help counteract the drag
on growth from fiscal consolidation. Higher capital spend-
ing should be accompanied by reforms focused on improv-
ing project selection, planning, and implementation. 

• Introducing a 5-percent value added tax (VAT) would
broaden the tax base, yield stable revenue, help upgrade
tax administration capacity, and contribute to a deeper
understanding of the input-output structure of the econo-
my. This would also bring Kuwait in line with Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates which have recently

implemented the tax as part of the GCC-wide agreement. 
• Broadening the coverage of the profit tax and intro-

ducing excises on luxury goods. In addition to generating
revenue, extending the business profit tax coverage to
domestic companies would level the playing field and
encourage FDI. Excises on luxury goods or, alternatively, a
personal income tax on high earners would contribute to a
more socially-balanced adjustment mix, helping increase its
acceptance among the middle class. 

16. The government needs to build consensus for fiscal
adjustment. To gain broad support, the proposed fiscal
measures should be part of a comprehensive reform pack-
age that fosters private sector growth and jobs, reduces
waste and improves the quality of public services, and
strengthens government accountability and transparency.
Experience in other countries shows the need for pro-
active and transparent communication to explain the
rationale for adjustment, proposed measures, their expect-
ed costs and benefits, including distributional impact. 

B. Putting Robust Policy Frameworks in Place 
Fiscal framework 

17. The mission recommends adopting a rules-based fis-
cal framework. The volatile and exhaustible nature of oil
revenues poses a challenge to fiscal policy due to the inher-
ent tension between long-term savings and near-term eco-
nomic stabilization objectives. The current arrangement
whereby 10 percent of revenue is transferred to the FGF,
with remaining surpluses going to the GRF, allowed Kuwait
to accumulate substantial savings. However, the arrange-
ment does not ensure adequate savings for future genera-
tions. It imposes no constraint on “above the line” fiscal
policy, with available financing acting as the only check. 

18. The mission discussed a menu of fiscal rule options
with the authorities. A well-calibrated rule would ensure
that future generations enjoy a broadly similar standard of
living as the current one. It would also help insulate the
economy from oil price fluctuations by preventing spend-
ing run-ups during episodes of high oil prices and protect
government spending decisions from political pressures.
The mission emphasizes that for any rule to be effective, it
should be enshrined in a sound institutional framework that
includes political commitment, sound public financial man-
agement, comprehensive budget reporting, and transparent
accounting practices. 

19. The current arrangement with respect to the FGF
should be maintained until a properly calibrated fiscal rule
is firmly in place. Even as the new rule is implemented, the
stock of FGF assets should not be tapped. This is crucial for
preserving the nation’s oil wealth for future generations.
While the FGF was tapped for the reconstruction after the
Iraq war, doing so in normal times would set an unfortunate
precedent and postpone fiscal consolidation. 

20. The mission encourages the authorities to continue
strengthening fiscal governance. Addressing remaining
governance weaknesses can help improve the efficiency of
spending and reduce vulnerabilities to corruption. The
authorities are strengthening independence and building
capacity of the Anti-Corruption Agency, which administers
the asset declaration regime where compliance reached 91
percent in 2019. The mission calls for renewed efforts to
accelerate the implementation of the procurement law
adopted in 2017, including launching e-procurement. To
that end, the government plans to review procurement
practices with the help of the World Bank. It is also consid-
ering conducting a public expenditure review in the health
sector. Undertaking a public investment management
assessment (PIMA) and a Fiscal Transparency Evaluation
would provide a comprehensive roadmap for strengthening
governance of public investment and fiscal transparency.
The mission encourages the authorities to further improve
transparency of oil wealth management, by disclosing infor-
mation on the value chain from the point of extraction to
how revenues make their way through the government and
KIA’s financials. 

21. There is a need to improve the management of fiscal
risks stemming from state-owned enterprises (SOEs) and
public-private partnership (PPPs). As a first step toward
enhanced oversight of SOEs, the Ministry of Finance (MoF)
should systematically analyze fiscal risks stemming from
their activities, including borrowing. The MoF should also
gather comprehensive information on PPPs and quantify
related contingent liabilities. 

Monetary and financial sector frameworks 
22. The mission considers the pegged exchange rate

regime to be appropriate. The peg to an undisclosed bas-
ket has provided an effective nominal anchor and limited
exchange rate flexibility during a period of dollar strength.
The pegged exchange rate puts a greater onus on fiscal
policy to support stability and facilitate external adjust-
ment. The mission’s external sector assessment shows that
the estimated current account gap would close under the
proposed fiscal adjustment. The mission notes that, as the
economy becomes diversified, the arrangement should be
periodically reviewed to ensure that it continues to serve
Kuwait well. 

23. The mission commends the CBK for prudent regu-
lation and supervision which have helped keep the bank-
ing sector resilient. The mission supports CBK’s plans to

conduct a comprehensive inventory of macroprudential
tools to ensure that they continue to promote financial
sector resilience, prevent buildup of systemic risks, and
carefully balance financial stability and growth objectives.
Plans to upgrade stress-testing techniques and early
warning indicators are welcome. The mission supports the
recent decision to remove preferential (zero) risk weights
for exposures to GCC sovereigns in the calculation of
risk-weighted assets. 

24. The mission supports ongoing efforts to strengthen
supervisory and regulatory frameworks. To enhance risk-
based supervision, the CBK is planning to better integrate
its on- and off-site supervision functions, including through
cross-training of staff. The mission welcomes progress
towards establishing a centralized Shariah Board at the
CBK, as this would reduce risks from inconsistent interpre-
tation of Shariah law in Islamic banks. 

25. The authorities should continue efforts to strengthen
crisis management and resolution framework. Reforms
should focus on revamping the existing framework to pro-
mote orderly resolution of banks, reduce moral hazard,
promote market discipline, and help safeguard fiscal
resources. To that end, the authorities have prepared a draft
law on banking resolution, currently in the cabinet, and ini-
tiated internal discussions on the appropriate setup for a
deposit insurance scheme in Kuwait. To promote greater
coordination between agencies overseeing the financial
sector, the CBK has updated the memoranda of under-
standing with the Capital Markets Authority and the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. A draft law, currently
in parliament, assigning the CBK an explicit financial stabil-
ity mandate and establishing a Financial Stability
Committee (FSC) would create a more structured frame-
work for supervision and crisis resolution. Given the banks’
dominant share in the financial system, the CBK should take
a leading role in the technical work of the FSC. 

26. The mission sees scope to further enhance the liq-
uidity management framework. With IMF assistance, the
CBK has operationalized its liquidity forecasting tool,
including through formalization of information sharing
agreements with relevant entities. The mission is encour-
aged by progress in extending the forecasting framework
beyond the short-run horizon. This has allowed the CBK to
better anticipate potential system-wide pressures. The mis-
sion recommends further refinements in the liquidity man-
agement framework to allow market forces to play a bigger
role in the pricing and allocation of liquidity. 

27. The mission recommends a gradual relaxation of
lending rate caps. While established corporations already
borrow at below the applicable lending rate cap, a gradual
relaxation could expand access to credit to a wider segment
of the corporate sector and SMEs. It would also reduce
concentration of loans over time and promote lending at
longer maturities, which would encourage investment. The
mission welcomes recent amendments to the law on credit
information that have enabled the credit bureau to start
gathering credit information on businesses and enhance
data collection on retail borrowers. As a comprehensive
nationwide rating system is established and banks are better
able to price risk, the CBK could consider gradually relaxing
the interest rate cap on consumer loans as well. The mission
believes that the CBK has a wide menu of macro- and
micro-prudential tools to arrest potential risks to financial
stability, while its commendable efforts in strengthening
consumer protection, including by enhancing financial liter-
acy, would help mitigate risk to individual borrowers. 

Statistics 
28. The mission welcomes efforts to enhance the cover-

age and quality of statistics. The mission commends the
Central Statistical Bureau (CSB) for starting to disseminate
quarterly national accounts data. The CSB is conducting a
household consumption and expenditure survey and laying
the groundwork for the 2020 establishment census, which
will help to more accurately capture economic activity and
update the base year of the national accounts. 

C. Promoting Private Sector-Led Growth and
Economic Diversification 

29. Weaning the economy off oil hinges on the emer-
gence of a vibrant nonoil sector that creates jobs for the
growing labor force. With scope for public sector employ-
ment growth limited, the private sector needs to absorb
most of 100 thousand Kuwaiti nationals (22 percent of the
current Kuwaiti labor force) expected to enter the job
market in the next 5 years. To tip the balance toward
greater private sector employment of Kuwaitis, the large
public-private wage premium should be reduced and
accompanied by education reforms to address skill mis-
matches. The mission welcomes authorities’ efforts to pro-
mote SMEs given their potential to create jobs, including
launching a comprehensive assessment of barriers to SME
development. 

30. Reducing the role of the state is paramount for
improving economic efficiency, competitiveness, and diver-
sification. The government is looking into PPPs and privati-
zation as a way to raise productivity and encourage a
greater role of the private sector. To ensure that PPPs pro-
vide value for money, they must be implemented transpar-
ently and competitively, and fiscal risks should be limited.
The mission encourages the authorities to more effectively
address anti-competitive practices and promote competi-
tion, including by empowering and strengthening the oper-
ational independence of the Competition Promotion
Agency. The competition framework should aim for a
“competitive neutrality” to even the playing field between
private firms and government-owned commercial entities
which are currently exempt from the competition law. 

31. The mission welcomes sustained progress in
improving the business environment. Kuwait jumped in the
2020 Ease of Doing Business ranking thanks to improve-
ments in starting a business, getting electricity, access to
credit, and trading across borders. The mission is encour-
aged by authorities’ plans to further streamline registra-
tion, expedite the issuance of business and import licenses,
and remove regulatory barriers to FDI. More action is
needed to improve the efficiency of courts in ruling over
commercial cases and expedite contract enforcement.
When passed, the draft insolvency law that aims to revamp
insolvency regulations and modernize bankruptcy pro-
ceedings would remove an important obstacle to doing
business in Kuwait.

Subdued oil prices, output weighing on 
Kuwait’s near-term growth prospects 

IMF’s concluding statement of the 2020 Article IV Mission 
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LuLu Hypermarket, the leading hypermarket
chain in the region, launched its ‘India Utsav
2020’ promotion on 23 January, at its Al Rai

out let . The event was inaugurated by Indian
Ambassador to Kuwait  K. Jeeva Sagar in the pres-
ence of top LuLu Hypermarket management, offi-
cials, special invitees and a large gathering of well-

wishers. 
During the week-long promotional campaign, held

at all Lulu outlets from 22 to 28 January, a range of
Indian products, including fashion clothing, are on
offer at very special prices.

A major attraction of the ‘India Utsav 2020’ pro-
motion are the various Indian food stalls offering a

variety of delicious Indian dishes. The different out-
lets of LuLu Hypermarket have also been decked-out
with cardboard cutouts of traditional Indian monu-
ments from around the country to reveal the huge
tourism potential of the country.

Promotions such as the ‘India Utsav 2020’, which
provide shoppers with an opportunity to avail of a

wide variety of Indian products at very competitive
prices, further cements LuLu Hypermarket’s reputa-
tion for providing high-quality products at attractive
prices. The campaign also underlines the hypermar-
ket’s commitment to a customer-centric approach
that has made it the destination of choice for dis-
cerning shoppers in the country.

LuLu Hypermarket launches ‘India Utsav 2020’

The chefs of Sheraton Kuwait Hotel were once
more crowned with the highest number of gold
medals in this year’s hospitality exhibition

“HORECA Kuwait 2020”, which was attended by
numerous Chefs. Like every year, culinary experts from
around the world participated in this exhibition, along
with VIP guests and attendees.

Cluster Executive Chef Joachim Textor and Cluster
Director Food & Beverage Frank Noack with the Chef’s
team created and presented everything with luxurious
touches, the highly acclaimed performance of the

Sheraton Kuwait team stood out during the event.
All the attending judges unanimously agreed that the

culinary team’s performance was excellent while pre-
senting their winning creations with elegance, due to
the top quality materials and standards that were
exhibited by them while competing.  

Sheraton Kuwait has been awarded a trophy for
winning the overall battle of HORECA. Gathering over
8 gold, 7 silver, and 16 bronze medals along with
numerous appreciation certificates that were distrib-
uted over by the organizers to the participating Chefs.

Fahed Abushaar - Complex General Manager of
Sheraton Kuwait, Mounir Amer - General Manager of
Four Points by Sheraton Kuwait, and all the Department
Heads commended the Culinary Team that participated
in the HORECA Exhibition. All efforts were highly
praised for the exceptional performance and outstand-
ing skills. Abushaar especially recognized the efforts of
Chef Joachim Textor and Frank Noack for their suc-
cessful team management and guidance which
strengthened the presence of Sheraton Kuwait and
maintained the highest level of performance.

Sheraton Kuwait wins first rank at HORECA Kuwait 2020 

MoneyGram International, Inc. a global leader in
cross-border P2P payments and money trans-
fers announced that it has entered into a

strategic partnership with LuLu Money, a leading name
in the world of non-banking finance, dealing primarily
in foreign exchange and global money transfers. 

LuLu Money will utilize the MoneyGram API-dri-
ven platform to gain access to leading consumer-cen-
tric capabilities and further its global network. The
partnership is predicted to capture the majority of the
market share in these locations. 

The new agreement will extend the MoneyGram
and LuLu Money presence in the Asia-Pacific region
and Oman, as MoneyGram money transfers will be
available through an extensive network of Lulu
Money branches, liaison offices, and 50,000+ trusted
agents. Currently, remittance outflows to East Asia
and the Pacific account for $149 billion and are fore-
casted to increase in the coming years. Additionally,
according to a recent UN Report, technological inno-
vation in the remittance marketplace could help
enable financial inclusion for hundreds of millions of
people in the Asia-Pacific region. 

“This partnership will revolutionize how the region
manages its high volume of remittances, launching
unique services into the market, changing the way peo-
ple approach digital transactions and remittances. We
believe this marks a new era for digital money transfers
and remittances in the Asia-Pacific region and the
world,” said Adeeb Ahmed, Managing Director of LuLu
Financial Group. 

Speaking on the sidelines of the signing, Alex Holmes,
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer at MoneyGram
said, “LuLu Money has made a major push to digitize its
money transfer business through this partnership.
MoneyGram looks forward to working with them to
create new innovative products and services that extend
our digital reach and bring financial inclusion to cus-
tomers throughout the Asia-Pacific market.” 

This digital transformation will complement LuLu
Money to help with customer acquisition and busi-
ness volume growth.

MoneyGram 
partners with LuLu
Financial Holdings

Grand Hyper opens
its 19th store
in Kuwait

Grand Hyper, the retail wing of Regency Group
opened their 61st outlet as a part of their
aggressive expansion in the GCC region.

Grand currently has 18 outlets in Kuwait and Salmiya
Hypermarket is the 19th store. Situated on Salem Al
Mubarak street, Block 7, Salmiya with an area of
22,000 sqft, the store celebrated the grand opening
on Wednesday, January 22, 2020 at 4:00 pm.

On the date of opening of the new outlet, Anvar
Ameen, Managing Director said “It gives us much
pleasure to announce the opening of our new store at
Salmiya which is yet another milestone achievement
of Grand Hyper. Kuwait has always been the favorite
country for the group and the group has big plans of
expansion just for this country thereby recalled as the
most preferred brand partner of any customer for
their domestic purchase at any point of time. 

Ayyoob Kachery, Regional Director said “With 19
stores in count, the vision and mission of the brand
remain focused on unparalleled customer service and
customer delight, thereby yielding equal acceptance
by both Kuwaiti nationals and expats. This has
inspired the Group to further expand its reach in
Kuwait.” Mohammed Suneer, Chief Executive officer -
Kuwait region said, “This new store at Salmiya is a
New Year’s gift from the group to the people of
Kuwait at a much-welcomed location that would cater
the majority of expats who live in the country.”

Rahil Bassim, Chief Operating Officer, said “The
new milestone achieved is just because of the focus
we have in fetching the best products around the

globe under one roof and making it available to the
customers at a much competitive price.” 

Thehaseer Ali, General Manager, said “This is
indeed a part of our expansion plan with a vision to
have the store presence at every nook and corner of
the country enabling customers to reach the Grand
store for their convenient purchase.”

The promoters conveyed their sincere gratitude
and best wishes to His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, generous Kuwaiti public
and business friendly systems.  His Highness Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah’s wise leadership has
steered Kuwait to self-sufficient and investor friendly
destination, one of many reasons for promoters to
favor Kuwait over other GCC countries.  

Grand Hypermarket has a strong reputation and
trust in Kuwait market as a brand, and has been work-
ing towards extending a strong presence across the
GCC and continues striving towards being the most
preferred retailer among customers. The foremost

focus remains providing customers with a wide range
of products including food stuffs, world-class elec-
tronic appliances, home appliances, footwear, health
and beauty items and fashion wears and accessories
from leading European designers among others.
Perishable goods, farm produces and meat are
shipped by air on a daily basis to ensure they are
available fresh to the end users. These are procured
from internationally-recognized farms to ensure
world-class standards. Making high quality products
affordable for the everyday consumer is what sets
Grand Hypermarket apart from the rest.  The wide
network of stores helps the brands stays close to its
valued customers in Kuwait.

The new store at Salmiya, delivers a delightful
shopping environment by providing a wide range of
high-quality products at much competitive price, fur-
ther entrenching Grand Hypermart’s position as one
of the finest and most preferred brands for purchase
among the expats and locals in the State of Kuwait.
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AVEVA reveals key investment priorities for
organizational digital transformation agendas

ABU DHABI: AVEVA, a global leader in engineering and
industrial software, reveals global survey findings identifying
the key investment drivers of digital transformation across
1,240 EMEA, North America and APAC decision makers
across nine industry verticals.

Middle East Organizations Demonstrate Lower Demand
for AI than Global Trend 

The Middle East demonstrated less demand for AI (45
percent vs global mean 75 percent) and Advanced Process
and Engineering Design (44 percent vs global mean 74 per-
cent) yet led global demand in five technologies, more than
any other nation: 

● 3D Visualization (59 percent vs global mean 27 percent)
● IoT / Edge (56 percent vs global mean 30 percent)
● Enterprise mobility (51 percent vs global mean 31 percent)
● Model Simulations (50 percent vs global mean 25 percent)
● Laser Scanning (41 percent vs global mean 21 percent)
“New emerging technologies like AI are taking time to

gain traction in the Middle East so the research findings mir-
ror what we are witnessing in the market. AI has the potential
to disrupt markets in the Middle East by creating innovative
new services and entirely new business models. We are
already witnessing its impact in Europe and North America
across several industries and market sectors and we are con-
fident that the trend will follow in the Middle East region.
With the eruption of AI, some of the market leaders five to ten
years’ time may be organizations that are not even key play-
ers today,” commented Mohamad Awad, Regional VP for the
Middle East, AVEVA.

Global Findings Unveiled:
The research also identified three key global investment

priorities for organizations when it comes to embarking upon
the digital transformation journey:

1. Making sense of data utilising artificial intelligence and
real time data visualization

● The research highlighted a strong demand for technolo-
gies that provide predictive outputs from large data flows,
with AI and Analytics listed as the most important enabler (75
percent), closely followed by Real-Time Data Visualization (64
percent), Augmented, Virtual or Mixed Reality (60 percent)
and Big Data Processing (59 percent).

● AI was a top three enabler across all industries globally,
with the greatest importance assigned in Power and Utilities
(81 percent) and Oil & Gas (particularly upstream 79 percent
and midstream 78 percent). 

● Japan (88 percent) and China (84 percent) prioritised AI
highest, with the UK (79 percent) and US (77 percent) fol-
lowing closely behind.

2. Fostering collaboration through Advanced Process and
Engineering Design

● Advanced Process and Engineering Design was the sec-
ond most important technology (74 percent) and was in the
top three technology priorities across all industries globally,
scoring highest among Engineering, Procurement and
Construction professionals.

● This was perceived as an essential technology for global
production, ranked as the most important enabler for Marine
Ship Building (75 percent), Buildings/Infrastructure (74 per-
cent) and Packaged Goods (73 percent), with Oil and Gas and
Energy all ranking the technology highly.

● Japan (85 percent) and Germany (82 percent) are early
adopters with high importance attributed across all regions.

3. Stepping up cyber security and safety capabilities
● Cyber security was the third most prioritised technology

enabler (71 percent) and in particular a focus for Mining (76
percent), Downstream Oil and Gas (75 percent), Power &

Utilities (70 percent) and
Marine (70 percent) and the
highest priority for Planning &
Scheduling specialists.

● Improving Safety and
Security through technology
investment was a priority
across all regions, with the
Middle East (68 percent),
Australia (63 percent) and
India (60 percent) particularly
highlighting this issue.

For global corporates the
two most valuable assets are
their people and their data.
Businesses today have great

responsibility to protect employees and customers, with tech-
nology that provides the foresight to critical failures before
they occur. Lisa Johnston, CMO, AVEVA commented, “As
digital transformation moves to the forefront of the industrial
agenda, the power of technology to unify data and break silos
is allowing specialists to collaborate and change business
models. The world’s most capital-intensive projects, from sus-
tainable energy production and mining to smart factories and
connected cities are now being designed, planned and deliv-
ered by global multidisciplinary teams all connected seam-
lessly through technology.”

Other findings from the research included:
● Asset Performance Managers (APM) were found to have

the most demanding desires for technology investment, requir-
ing a far-reaching product set and visionary approach. APM
was set apart from all other professional categories in the
strength of their demand for technology to create new services
or products; use data to drive new revenue streams; and to

enable collaboration with AI and Analytics their most important
enabler. APM also identified technology as providing a great
potential to upgrade both safety and security and emergency
response times.

● Face to face engagement and trust remain key vectors for
driving sales success. Face to face meetings with a vendor,
either at a vendor event or as an introductory meeting, are most
influential across all categories, with personal referrals also par-
ticularly meaningful. Experience with a vendor is highly priori-
tized in UK, China and India while France, Japan and Australia
place considerable weight on case studies from the vendor.

● Remote Operations Centers and Learning Management
and Training scored highest for relevance across global indus-
tries. China and Japan see a Command Center as most relevant,
while the US and Australia cite Supply Chain Optimization is
key to their business.

● Delivering cost reduction and enhancing safety priori-
tized by high growth organizations. The countries prioritizing
cost reduction have been fast to scale over the past decades -
China (61 percent), India (58 percent) and the Middle East
(60 percent) indicated that significant margin improvement is
possible in these geographies from software solutions. This
demand for greater efficiency mirrored a requirement to
invest in technology to promote safety as these economies
continue to mature (China 51 percent, UAE 68 percent and
India 60 percent). 

“This research was an opportunity to hear from both our
existing as well as potential new customers across the globe
and our findings mirror the growing demands for technology
solutions in the market globally today. Emerging technologies
like AI, Machine Learning and Edge Computing which are
transforming the technology landscape with vast data streams
delivering operable output as well as true business outcomes
for our customers today,” concluded Lisa Johnston. 

Mohamad Awad
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A conflict between career obligations and home responsibilities could present itself 
today, Aries. You're likely to feel totally powerless in the situation, so it could cause 
you to feel irritable and be more snappish than usual. Try to think clearly and find a 
solution for your conundrum, then act on it. Avoid the temptation to quarrel with 
others. In the evening, go out dancing! Work off some of that frustrated energy.

CROSSWORD 2421

ACROSS 
1. (Irish) Mother of the ancient Irish gods. 
4. A gift or money given (as for service or out of 
benevolence). 
12. The compass point that is one point south of 
due east. 
15. The month following February and preceding 
April. 
16. Excessively fastidious and easily disgusted. 
17. Resinlike substance secreted by certain lac 
insects. 
18. A condition (mostly in boys) characterized by 
behavioral and learning disorders. 
19. Relating to or characteristic of cubism. 
20. A master's degree in business. 
21. Relating to the blood vessels or blood. 
23. Any of various minerals consisting of hydrous 
silicates of aluminum or potassium etc. that crys-
tallize in forms that allow perfect cleavage into 
very thin leaves. 
25. The blood group whose red cells carry both 
the A and B antigens. 
26. Strong lightweight wood of the balsa tree 
used especially for floats. 
28. Any of several sorghums cultivated as a 
source of syrup. 
31. A colorless and odorless inert gas. 
33. An intuitive awareness. 
34. Stem of the rattan palm used for making 
canes and umbrella handles. 
37. A sock with a separation for the big toe. 
39. (computer science) A measure of how dense-
ly information is packed on a storage medium. 
42. A river in north central Switzerland that runs 
northeast into the Rhine. 
43. Any of various strong liquors distilled from 
the fermented sap of toddy palms or from fer-
mented molasses. 
45. Consisting of or made of wood of the oak 
tree. 
48. A unit of luminous flux equal to the amount 
of light given out through a solid angle of 1 
steradian by a point source of 1 candela intensity 
radiating uniformly in all directions. 
49. The former capital and 2nd largest city of 
Brazil. 
53. Lighted up by or as by fire or flame. 
55. Jordan's port. 
56. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind. 
57. Carpenter bees. 
59. North American republic containing 50 states 
- 48 conterminous states in North America plus 
Alaska in northwest North America and the 
Hawaiian Islands in the Pacific Ocean. 
61. An informal conversation. 
62. A nucleic acid that transmits genetic informa-
tion from DNA to the cytoplasm. 
63. A branch of the Tai languages. 
66. A legally binding command or decision 
entered on the court record (as if issued by a 
court or judge). 
72. African mahogany trees. 
74. Informal language consisting of words and 
expressions that are not considered appropriate 
for formal occasions. 
76. A contagious skin infection caused by the 
itch mite. 
77. The sense organ for hearing and equilibrium. 
78. Type genus of the Sciaenidae. 
80. Made by polymerizing butadiene. 
81. The compass point that is one point north of 
due west. 
82. A diver who searches for molluscs containing 
pearls. 
83. A primeval personification of air and breath. 

DOWN 
1. A woman hired to suckle a child of someone 
else. 
2. A quantity of no importance. 
3. A unit of dry measure used in Egypt. 
4. The scene of any event or action (especially 
the place of a meeting). 
5. Separate by avulsion. 
6. (informal) `johnny' was applied as a nickname 
for Confederate soldiers by the Federal soldiers 
in the American Civil War. 
7. Not to be placated or appeased or moved by 
entreaty. 
8. Razor clams. 
9. A situation comedy. 
10. Minute blackish gregarious flies destructive 
to mushrooms and seedlings. 
11. An international organization of European 
countries formed after World War II to reduce 
trade barriers and increase cooperation among 
its members. 
12. Any of various trees of the genus Ulmus. 
13. A small cake leavened with yeast. 
14. Someone who works (or provides workers) 
during a strike. 
22. A crime syndicate in the United States. 
24. The federal agency that insures residential 
mortgages. 
27. A white linen liturgical vestment with sleeves. 
29. (Scottish) A narrow secluded valley (in the 
mountains). 
30. South American wood sorrel cultivated for its 
edible tubers. 
32. Make more complex, intricate, or richer. 
35. A high-crowned black cap (usually made of 
felt or sheepskin) worn by men in Turkey and 
Iran and the Caucasus. 
36. A large fleet. 
38. Cooking by direct exposure to radiant heat 
(as over a fire or under a grill). 
40. Music performed for dancing the polka. 
41. The United Nations agency concerned with 
atomic energy. 
44. Of or relating to Czechoslovakia or its people 
or their language. 
46. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a 
skewer usually with vegetables. 
47. Mild yellow Dutch cheese made in balls. 
50. Genus of North American plants with showy 
pealike flowers and an inflated pod. 
51. A river in northeastern Brazil that flows gen-
erally northward to the Atlantic Ocean. 
52. Cosmopolitan genus of ferns. 
54. Abounding in rocks or stones. 
58. An awkward stupid person. 
60. Bulky grayish-brown eagle with a short 
wedge-shaped white tail. 
64. According to the Old Testament he was a 
pagan king of Israel and husband of Jezebel (9th 
century BC). 
65. Earn on some commercial or business trans-
action. 
67. (botany) Of or relating to the axil. 
68. A unit of weight used in east Asia approxi-
mately equal to 1.3 ounces. 
69. Any culture medium that uses agar as the 
gelling agent. 
70. An inflammatory disease involving the seba-
ceous glands of the skin. 
71. A branch of the Tai languages. 
73. Of southern Europe. 
75. The compass point that is midway between 
north and northeast. 
79. A ductile gray metallic element of the lan-
thanide series.
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Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Gemini (May 21-June 20)  

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22) 

Virgo (August 23-September 22) 

Libra (September 23-October 22) 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21) 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21) 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

 Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Aquarius (January 20- February 18) 

Too many unfinished tasks or chores today might have you feeling pressured to get 
them done, creating unnecessary stress and strain. Pace yourself and don't panic if 
you have to let some of them go for today. You're probably feeling more sensitive 
than usual, Leo, so you might also pick up some moods from the people around 
you. Take periodic breaks and go out for a walk. This should clear your head and 
make things easier for you.

Emotional levels run high among members of a group you're affiliated with as dis-
agreements turn into quarrels. Stay out of this, Virgo, it won't do you any good. 
Write down your impressions and share them with the others at another time 
when tempers have cooled down. You might find yourself wanting to make one 
final push toward attaining a personal goal of your own, but you could be blocked 
by forces beyond your control. Try to remain patient!

If you're involved in a class or if you find yourself in any kind of group activity or 
social situation, be prepared for quarrels to break out among the people there. You 
could find this extremely useless and counterproductive, and you might be tempt-
ed to try to break in and put a stop to it. It's best to stay out of it, Capricorn. Get rid 
of your frustration by walking home! You'll feel better for it.

Frustration and upset with others in your circle could tempt you to go out and get 
rid of that energy by spending a lot of money. You might overindulge in food or 
drink, or you could give in to impulse buying. Treat yourself a little, Aquarius, but 
don't go overboard. You don't want to give yourself an upset stomach, and you 
won't want to take unwanted items back to the store. Instead, get some exercise or 
throw your passions into creative pursuits.

An increased level of irritability and frustration could tempt you to take it out on 
friends, children, or your significant other. You're probably feeling especially ener-
getic, with little if any outlet for that energy, Pisces. On days like this you might 
want to consider jogging, going to the gym, or taking an aerobics class. This can 
both provide an outlet and produce some endorphins that override the stress and 
strain. Go to it!

Long-distance phone calls from people living in distant states could bring some 
rather disconcerting news your way. This might arouse some anger within you, and 
you might be tempted to take it out on the caller. Don't do this! The person is proba-
bly only the messenger. Some short trips in your neighborhood could find you con-
fronted with impossible traffic. If you have to go out today, Taurus, you might get 
there more quickly by walking!

Nightmares that come your way today are likely to cause you to wake up feeling 
extremely angry for no tangible reason. You might want to take a close look at your 
dreams and try to analyze them so that you'll learn the source of your ire and how 
best to expunge it. Disconcerting news about money is likely to prove groundless, 
Gemini, so don't fly off the handle and get all stressed out when you hear it.

A partner, either your life partner or a colleague, is likely to be in an irritable mood 
today, which you could find a bit upsetting. Bear in mind that this person's mood 
probably has little if anything to do with you, Cancer, or anything you've said or 
done. Just stay out of their way until they're over it! This isn't a good day to give or 
attend social events or even accept invitations. Wait until tomorrow!

Pressures to get unfinished tasks completed and new ones begun cause emotions 
to run high. Everyone, yourself included, is likely to feel nervous and stressed out, 
and quarrels may break out. It might be best if you keep your eyes and mind 
focused on the tasks at hand and not on the petty squabbles that are going on 
around you, Libra. This keeps your blood pressure down and reassures those you 
want to impress.

Frustrated energy resulting from inability to put your plans into action could have 
your nerves on edge today, Scorpio, and you might be tempted to get into petty 
quarrels with those around you. Try to find alternative outlets for your energy so as 
to avoid this trap. There is also the danger that you might take impulsive actions 
without giving it any thought. Remember to stop and think before you act; other-
wise, your efforts might be wasted.

Overwork and the resulting stress and nerve strain might result in fevers or 
headaches today, Sagittarius. Therefore, it might be a good idea to start out the day 
pacing yourself and concentrating on whatever tasks are the most pressing. Don't 
worry if you have to leave some for later. There is a chance that others around you 
might get into some rather heated arguments. Stay out of it. This will only make you 
feel worse.
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Workers dye yarns at a traditional hand-dying workshop.

Workers dye yarns in a vat at a traditional hand-dying workshop. Workers dye yarns in a vat at a traditional hand-dying workshop. A worker carries undyed yarns to be processed at a traditional hand-dying work-
shop.

Workers carry away dyed yarns at a traditional hand-dying workshop. Salama Mahmoud Salama, an 83-year-old dye workshop owner and operator, works
with his relatives at his traditional hand-dying workshop.

In Cairo’s centuries-old Darb Al-
Ahmar district, Salama Mahmoud
Salama’s traditional dye workshop

is a multi-coloured hive of workers
busy with all kinds of fabrics. They
lay out the long, flowing threads, to
be used for everything from hand-
made shoes to rugs and drapes, and
dip them in large, hot color baths.
They have no gloves or masks to pro-
tect them from the dyes and fumes.
“We start by leveling the cotton out,

then immersing it in dye and adding
salt to get the color right,” 83-year-
old Salama says one busy morning.

The workshop in Islamic Cairo has
been going strong for almost 120
years.  “We rinse the wet threads
before flattening them out in an elec-
tric presser and then leave them out
to dry,” he adds.  Of the 23 historic
dye workshops that used to service
the city, only a handful remain. While
industrial dye factories usually work

with at least of a ton of yarn at a time,
Salama says he can color as little as
half a kilogram (just over a pound).

His loyal clients come from all over
Egypt, and even from Sudan and the
United States. But he says competi-
tion from foreign products has hurt
the homegrown textile industry.  “In a
popular store in Al-Azhar (in the
heart of Islamic Cairo) a wool sweater
sells for  200 pounds ($12.60), but
you can find something similar on the

street that’s made in China for 30
pounds ($1.90).”  The rise in the dye
prices globally has also taken a toll on
the niche industry. To stay competi-
tive, Salama has started using fire-
wood instead of fuel to heat the
baths. Still, he is optimistic about the
future of his craft.  “As long as people
need clothes, this job will never die,”
he says with a glint in his eye. — AFP

Mohamed Kamal, a 59-year-old dye worker, hangs dyed yarns out to dry in the sun
at a traditional hand-dying workshop in the Egyptian capital Cairo’s centuries old
district of Darb Al-Ahmar. — AFP photos

Host US singer-songwriter Alicia Keys speaks about late NBA legend Kobe Bryant during the 62nd Annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles. — AFP 
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Images for the late Nipsey Hussle and Kobe Bryant are projected onto a screen while YG, John Legend, Kirk Franklin, DJ Khaled, Meek Mill, and Roddy Ricch perform onstage during the 62nd Annual GRAMMY Awards. — AFP photos

US singer-songwriter Billie Eilish (left) and brother US producer
Finneas accept the award for Song Of The Year for ‘Bad Guy’.

US singer-songwriter Billie Eilish (left) and Finneas O’Connell pose in the press
room with the awards for Album Of The Year, Record Of The Year, Best New Artist,
Song Of The Year and Best Pop Vocal Album during the 62nd Annual Grammy
Awards.

US rapper Lil Nas X (right) and US singer-songwriter Billy Ray Cyrus perform
onstage.

US rapper Lil Nas X performs onstage.

Pop iconoclast Billie Eilish cleaned up
at the Grammys on Sunday, winning
five awards, as the music world

mourned the loss of LA’s hometown bas-
ketball hero Kobe Bryant with a series of
emotional tributes. Eilish, 18, swept the
“big four” prizes-Album of the Year, Song
of the Year, Record of the Year and Best
New Artist-in an industry acknowledge-
ment of her wave-making role as the new
reference point for pop’s future. “What’s
next? I don’t know-be in this moment is all
I’m thinking about,” Eilish told reporters
backstage.

Lizzo-one of her main competitors,
who won three awards-kicked off the
glitzy gala at the Staples Center by dedi-
cating it to Bryant, in the very arena
where the NBA icon made history with
the Los Angeles Lakers. “Tonight is for
Kobe,” shouted the 31-year-old twerking
flautist, hours after his death in a helicop-
ter crash was confirmed. His 13-year-old
daughter and seven others also died in the
incident.

Lizzo then launched into an eye-pop-
ping medley performance of her top hits
that set the tone for the night. She handed
over to host Alicia Keys, who offered
another love letter to Bryant’s memory:

“We’re all feeling crazy sadness right now.
Earlier today, Los Angeles, America and
the whole wide world lost a hero.”

“And we’re literally standing here
heartbroken in the house that Kobe Bryant
built,” said Keys, before launching into a
soulful rendition of “It’s So Hard to Say
Goodbye (To Yesterday)” with the group
Boyz II Men. “He would want us to keep
the vibrations high,” Keys later said,
before singing a humorous yet soothing
opening monologue at the piano. A mush-
rooming crowd of people, many of them in
tears, gathered near the arena to mourn
the 41-year-old Bryant. Flags were flying
at half-mast.

‘Lift each other up’ 
But the show went on, with an under-

stated performance from Eilish who
thanked her fans-and fellow nominee
Ariana Grande-in accepting her haul of
trophies. “Mainly I think the fans deserve
everything,” she said, standing alongside
her brother Finneas O’Connell, who
shared in her Grammy glory while also
winning his own producing and engineer-
ing awards.  “I feel like they have not been
talked about enough tonight because
they’re the only reason any of us are here
at all. So thanks to the fans.” And she gave
a shoutout to Grande, who despite five
nominations went home empty-handed,
saying that Grande’s “thank u, next,” had
been a lifesaver for her. “I think it deserves
more than anything in the world, I love
you so much,” Eilish said.

Lil Nas X took home two Grammys for
his pop culture phenomenon “Old Town
Road,” while Lizzo won three out of her
eight nominations. “This whole week, I’d
be lost in my problems, stressed out-and
then in an instant all of that can go away
and your priorities really shift,” the 31-
year-old superstar said, alluding to
Bryant’s death.  “Let’s continue to reach

out, hold each other down and lift each
other up.” The veterans were not shut out-
Lady Gaga won two Grammys for her
soundtrack for the hit film “A Star Is
Born,” and one went to Beyonce, who
nabbed the prize for best music film for
“Homecoming.”

(From left) YG, John Legend, Kirk Franklin and DJ Khaled perform onstage.

US rapper Lil Nas X poses in the press room with the awards for Best Music Video
and Best Pop Duo/Group Performance.

US rapper Lil Nas X (cen-
ter) and South Korean boy

band BTS perform
onstage.

Billie Eilish performs onstage.



Tuesday, January 28, 2020L i f e s t y l e

Established 1961 21
A w a r d s

Dj Khaled poses in the press room with the award for Best
Rap/Sung Performance.

US rapper Tyler, the Creator poses in the press room with the
award for Best Rap Album for “Igor”.

US musician Gary Clark Jr. poses in the press room for Best Rock
Song, Best Rock Performance and Best Contemporary Blues
Album.

Rosalia performs onstage.US rock band Vampire Weekend accepts the award for Best Alternative Music Album for ‘Father of
the Bride’.

US musical duo Dan + Shay pose in the press room with the
award for Best Country Duo/Group Performance.

Lizzo, winner of Best Pop Solo Performance, Best Traditional R&B
Performance and Best Urban Contemporary Album, poses in the
press room.

US singer-songwriter Lizzo performs onstage.
Angelique Smith and Samiel Asghedom, mother and brother of the late rapper Nipsey Hussle, and
Hit-Boy accept Best Rap Performance for ‘Racks in the Middle’ onstage.

Video director Calmatic (second left), Saul Levitz (left), Candice Dragonas (second right) and Melissa
Larsen pose in the press room with the award for Best Music Video for ‘Old Town Road’ (Lil Nas X
and Billy Ray Cyrus.

US producer Finneas accepts the award for
Producer of the Year, Non-Classical.

Cuban singer Aymee Nuviola poses in the press
room with the award for Best Tropical Latin
Album for ‘A journey through Cuban music’.

Danny Carey (left) and Justin Chancellor of Tool, pose in the press
room with the award for Best Metal Performance for ‘7empest’.

RECORD OF THE YEAR
Billie Eilish - Bad Guy 

ALBUM OF THE YEAR
Billie Eilish - When We All Fall Asleep, Where
Do We Go? 

BEST NEW ARTIST
Billie Eilish 

BEST RAP/SUNG PERFORMANCE
DJ Khaled featuring Nipsey Hussle & John
Legend - Higher 

SONG OF THE YEAR
Billie Eilish - Bad Guy 

BEST RAP ALBUM
Tyler, The Creator - Igor 

BEST COMEDY ALBUM
Dave Chappelle - Sticks & Stones 

BEST COUNTRY DUO / GROUP 
PERFORMANCE
Dan + Shay - Speechless 

POP SOLO PERFORMANCE OF THE YEAR
Lizzo - Truth Hurts 

BEST POP DUO/GROUP PERFORMANCE
Lil Nas X featuring Billy Ray Cyrus - Old Town
Road 

BEST POP VOCAL ALBUM 
Billie Eilish - When We All Fall Asleep, Where
Do We Go? 

BEST DANCE/ELECTRONIC ALBUM
The Chemical Brothers - No Geography 

BEST ROCK PERFORMANCE
Gary Clark Jr - This Land 

BEST ROCK SONG
Gary Clark Jr - This Land 

BEST METAL PERFORMANCE
Tool - 7empest 

BEST ROCK ALBUM
Cage The Elephant - Social Cues 

BEST ALTERNATIVE MUSIC ALBUM
Vampire Weekend - Father of the Bride 

BEST R&B PERFORMANCE
Anderson .Paak featuring Andre 3000 - Come
Home 

BEST TRADITIONAL R&B ALBUM
Lizzo - Jerome 

BEST URBAN CONTEMPORARY ALBUM
Lizzo - Cuz I Love You (Deluxe) 

BEST R&B ALBUM
Anderson .Paak - Ventura 

BEST RAP PERFORMANCE
Nipsey Hussle featuring Roddy Ricch & Hit-
Boy - Racks In The Middle 

BEST RAP SONG
21 Savage featuring J. Cole - A Lot 

BEST COUNTRY SOLO PERFORMANCE
Willie Nelson - Ride Me Back Home 

BEST COUNTRY SONG
Tanya Tucker - Bring My Flowers Now 

BEST COUNTRY ALBUM
Tanya Tucker - While I’m Livin’ 

BEST LATIN POP ALBUM
Alejandro Sanz - #Eldisco 

BEST LATIN ROCK, URBAN OR ALTERNA-
TIVE ALBUM
Rosalia - El Mal Querer 

BEST TROPICAL LATIN ALBUM
Marc Anthony - Opus  (TIE)
Aymee Nuviola - A Journey Through Cuban
Music (TIE)

PRODUCER OF THE YEAR, 
NON-CLASSICAL
Finneas 

BEST GOSPEL ALBUM
Kirk Franklin - Long Live Love 

BEST CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN
ALBUM for KING & COUNTRY - 
Burn The Ships 

BEST COMPILATION SOUNDTRACK FOR
VISUAL MEDIA
Lady Gaga & Bradley Cooper - A Star Is Born 

BEST WORLD MUSIC ALBUM
Angelique Kidjo, “Celia”

Backstage controversy 
A message of love pervaded the

night, particularly in light of Bryant’s
death and a moving all-star tribute to
the late rapper Nipsey Hussle. That
message overpowered the consider-
able pre-show backstage drama. Just
days before the gala, the Recording
Academy’s suspended CEO Deborah
Dugan-the first woman to lead the
embattled institution behind the
Grammys-filed an explosive discrim-
ination complaint with the Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission.

She says she was suspended after
raising concerns over sexual harass-
ment, voting irregularities and other
misconduct within the Academy-one
of music’s most influential organiza-
tions, but one long accused of

favoritism and a lack of diversity.
Dugan also alleged that her prede-
cessor, Neil Portnow, had raped a
foreign female musician-an allega-
tion he has rejected as “ludicrous
and untrue.” The controversy went
more or less unmentioned on
Sunday, with only a few vague
onstage allusions to the crisis.

Stage on fire 
Often remembered as much for its

performances as its winners, the
Grammys included a boudoir-
inspired medley show from Grande,
along with a rollicking genre-blend-
ing rendition of “Old Town Road”
that featured K-pop sensation BTS,
country star Billy Ray Cyrus and the
eclectic DJ Diplo. Gary Clark Jr, who
won three Grammys including best

rock song for his anti-racist “This
Land,” gave several showstopping
performances, and his success was
seen by many as an overdue recog-
nition of black influence on rock.

Wearing a blond bowl-cut wig,
Tyler, the Creator delivered an
intriguing art-pop rap performance
complete with stage-shaking camera
work and pyrotechnics. Usher drove
the crowd crazy in leading a tribute
to the late legend Prince, performing
songs including “Little Red
Corvette,” “When Doves Cry” and
“Kiss.” FKA Twigs joined him in lin-
gerie to deliver a pole-dancing per-
formance-and none other than
Prince’s protegee Sheila E was on
the drums. — AFP

Lil Nas X, Lady Gaga, Beyonce and... Michelle
Obama? Yep. The former first lady can now
add Grammy winner to her resume, after

snagging the award on music’s biggest night for
Best Spoken Word Album, for the audiobook of
her memoir “Becoming.” Her win on Sunday gives
the Obama household its third Grammy: former
president Barack Obama has already snagged two
Grammys in the same category for his books.

She faced an eccentric group of rivals that

include Michael Diamond and Adam Horovitz of
the Beastie Boys for “Beastie Boys Book” and John
Waters, the director-performer known for his
transgressive cult films, for “Mr. Know-It-All.”
Released in late 2018, “Becoming” saw the former
first lady slam President Donald Trump for ques-
tioning her husband’s citizenship and promoting
the notion that he was born abroad.

“The whole [birther] thing was crazy and
mean-spirited, of course, its underlying bigotry

and xenophobia hardly concealed,” Obama
wrote. America’s first black first lady also dug
into her personal life in her book, expounding on
issues including a miscarriage, using in-vitro fer-
tilization to conceive her daughters and marriage
counseling. — AFP

In this file photo former US first lady Michelle
Obama attends the United State of Women Summit

at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles. — AFP

Gary Clark Jr.
performs
onstage.
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File photos shows Cameroonian fashion designer Imane Ayissi acknowledges the audience at the end of the Women’s Spring-Summer 2020 Haute Couture collection
fashion show in Paris. — AFP photos

File photo shows Indian fashion designer Rahul Mishra acknowledges the audience at the end of
the Women’s Spring-Summer 2020 Haute Couture collection fashion show.

Models present creations by Imane Ayissi. Models present creations by Rahul Mishra.

It is the annual event that has accomplished
chefs quaking in their toques: Yesterday’s
2020 edition of the Michelin restaurant guide

for France reveals the winners and losers of its
coveted ratings stars. This year’s edition of the
so-called gastronomy “bible” caused a stir even
before its official release, when it was revealed
Michelin has stripped renowned chef Paul
Bocuse’s flagship restaurant of one of its three
stars.

The red guide, which can make or break culi-
nary reputations, angered many in the industry
by downgrading the iconic Auberge du Pont de
Collonges-the oldest three-starred restaurant in
the world created by Bocuse, nicknamed the
“pope” of French cuisine. He died in 2018. But
Michelin boss Gwendal Poullennec defended the
move by insisting stars are not “inherited”, and
“must be earned every year”. “We obviously
understand the emotion that the loss of a star
can provoke, but there is no exceptional treat-
ment,” he told AFP.

“All establishments are evaluated anony-
mously by our inspectors every year... whether
you are an iconic chef or a young chef who takes
the risk of being plunged into debt by opening a
restaurant.” Poullennec told AFP no other three-
starred restaurants ran the risk of being down-
graded in this year’s guide.

According to Michelin, restaurants are
selected on four criteria: the quality of the ingre-
dients used, mastery of flavour and cooking
techniques, the personality of the chef reflected
in their cuisine, and lastly value for money and
consistency between visits. One star denotes
“high quality cooking”, two stars “excellent
cooking”, and three stars “exceptional cuisine”.

Cooking under pressure 
Of 30,000 restaurants listed worldwide, only

about 130 have attained the highest distinction.
Critics say the process has rendered Michelin
stars untenable as more and more diners baulk
at spending a fortune on a meal. A handful of

French restaurateurs have in recent years relin-
quished their prized three-star status because of
the stress of being judged by Michelin inspec-
tors. The 2003 suicide of three-star chef
Bernard Loiseau was linked, among other rea-
sons, to speculation that his restaurant was
about to lose its three-star status.

Last year, Michelin downgraded three three-
starred restaurants: the Auberge de L’Ill in
Alsace, which held the highest accolade for half
a century, Pascal Barbot’s Parisian restaurant
l’Astrance, and Marc Veyrat’s Alpine restaurant
the Maison des Bois, which was awarded its
third star just a year earlier. Veyrat sued the
guide for suggesting-wrongly, he insists-that he
had used cheddar cheese in a souffle. His lawsuit
was rejected.

From France to Japan 
The guide was born in a very different guise,

when brothers Andre and Edouard Michelin,
founders of the eponymous tyre company,

brought out a travel guide in 1900 to encourage
motorists to take to the road and so boost busi-
ness. There were fewer than 3,000 cars in
France at the time. Initially free, the red guide-
book included maps, a how-to on changing
tyres and lists of petrol stops, mechanics, hotels
and eateries along the route.

The first run of 35,000 copies was such a
success that guides for Belgium, Germany,
Portugal and Spain followed. The three-star
ranking for restaurants was introduced in
1931. In 2005, the Michelin Guide branched
out of Europe with a New York guide, fol-
lowed in 2007 by editions for San Francisco
then Las Vegas and Los Angeles. It moved to
Asia with a Tokyo version in 2008 when
90,000 copies, in English and Japanese, flew
off the shelves in 48 hours. More than 30 mil-
lion Michelin Guides have been sold, accord-
ing to its website. — AFP Michelin guide international Director

Gwendal Poullenec poses during a photo
session. — AFP

Rahul Mishra and Imane Ayissi
made history Thursday by
becoming the first Indian and

black African designers to show their
clothes on the elite Paris haute couture
catwalk. Only a little more than a dozen
of the world’s most prestigious luxury
labels-including Dior, Chanel and
Givenchy-have a right to call their
clothes haute couture. All the clothes
must be handmade-and go on to sell for
tens of thousands of euros (dollars) to
some of the richest and most famous
women in the world. Mishra, an advo-
cate of ethical “slow fashion” who
blames mechanisation for much of the
world’s ills, said “it felt amazing and
very surreal to be the first Indian to be
chosen.”

“They see a great future for us-
which will make us push ourselves even
harder,” the 40-year-old told AFP after
his debut show was cheered by fash-
ionistas. Both Mishra and Cameroon-
born Ayissi, 51, are champions of tradi-
tional fabrics and techniques from their
homelands and are famous for their
classy lines.

‘Immense’ for Africa 
Ayissi said his selection was

“immense” both for Africa and himself.
“I am so proud that I can show my
work and showcase real African fabrics
and African heritage,” he told AFP
backstage as celebrities, including the
chic head of Unesco, Audrey Azoulay,
congratulated him. Mishra broke
through on the Paris ready-to-wear
scene after winning the International
Woolmark Prize in 2014, the top award
that also launched the careers of such
greats as Karl Lagerfeld and Yves Saint
Laurent.

The purity of his often white cre-
ations with their detailed but understat-
ed embroidery has won him many fans,
including Vogue’s legendary critic Suzy
Menkes. The doyenne of fashion’s front
row called him an Indian “national
treasure”. But this time, Mishra turned
up the color palette somewhat with
dresses that subtly evoked the jungle
paradises and pristine underwater
world off the Maldives he worries that
one day we might lose.

Delhi smoke dreams 
Appalled by the smoke and pollution

that meant he had to keep his four-
year-old daughter indoors in Delhi for
nearly 20 days in November, Mishra

said he imagined a “pure virginal and
untamed planet... with ecosystems
crafted out of embroidered flora and
fauna”. “I am very emotional about it.
Sometimes it makes me cry. All our chil-
dren should be growing up in a better
world,” he added. “When I take Aarna
(his daughter) to the foothills of the
Himalayas and the sky turns blue, she is
so happy.  “Once, when she saw the
River Ganges, she said: ‘Can you please
clean it for us so can go for a swim?’”

Mishra said he was reducing the
quantity of clothes he was producing
while at the same time increasing their
quality, with humming birds, koalas and
other animals hidden in the hundreds of
hand worked embroidered leaves and
flowers of his “jungle dresses”. The
designer has won ethical and sustain-
ability awards for his work supporting
local crafts people in rural India. “My
objective is to create jobs which help
people in their own villages,” Mishra
said. “If villages are stronger, you will
have a stronger country, a stronger
nation, and a stronger world,” he
added.

Making a stand 
Ayissi takes a similar stand, refusing

to use wax prints popular in West
Africa which he dismisses as “colonial”.
Dutch mills flooded Africa with cotton
printed with colorful patterns borrowed
from Indonesian batik in the 19th cen-
tury, and still dominate the market.
“When we talk about African fashion,
it’s always wax, which is a real pity,” he
told AFP, “because it’s killing our own
African heritage.”

Ayissi, a former dancer who worked
with singers such as Sting and Seal, told
AFP he wanted to open up “a new path
for Africa” and find an “alternative way
of doing luxury fashion”. He has gone
back to using prestigious local materi-
als, like the strip fabric kente woven by
the Akan people of Ghana and the
Ivory Coast, which was originally worn
only by nobles.

The son of an undefeated African
boxing champ and a former Miss
Cameroon, he also uses appliqued
techniques from Benin and Ghana.
Haute couture shows only take place in
Paris and the criteria to enter and
remain in fashion’s elite club are strictly
enforced by French law. — AFP
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Arrival Flights on Tuesday 28/1/ 2020 
Airlines Flt Route Time 
IGO 1757 Kochi 00:10 
AIC 989 Mumbai 00:10 
JZR 716 Sohag 00:35 
JZR 254 Amman 00:45 
JZR 734 Cairo 00:50 
THY 772 Istanbul 00:50 
PGT 858 Istanbul 00:55 
KAC 102 London 01:25 
DLH 625 Dammam 01:30 
RJA 642 Amman 01:40 
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50 
JZR 722 Alexandria 01:55 
IGO 1759 Delhi 01:55 
UAE 853 Dubai 02:15 
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15 
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:30 
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30 
QTR 1086 Doha 02:40 
OMA 643 Muscat 02:55 
KKK 1268 Istanbul 03:05 
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:05 
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10 
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15 
JZR 404 Hyderabad 04:00 
KAC 414 Bangkok 04:00 
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00 
QTR 1076 Doha 04:00 
IGO 1751 Chennai 04:10 
KAC 418 Manila 04:25 
OHY 352 Istanbul 04:30 
KAC 302 Mumbai 04:40 
JZR 540 KTM 04:45 
JZR 702 Asyut 04:50 
JZR 508 KHI 05:00 
FDB 069 Dubai 05:00 
KAC 358 Kochi 05:10 
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10 
KAC 382 Delhi 05:20 
KAC 784 Jeddah 05:20 
THY 770 Istanbul 05:25 
JPJ 3730 KSQ 05:30 
JZR 112 Doha 05:35 
KAC 284 Dhaka 05:35 
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 05:45 
JZR 216 Jeddah 05:50 
KAC 106 London 06:00 
JZR 402 Mumbai 06:05 
KAC 332 Trivandrum 06:05 
FEG 341 Sohag 06:05 
KAC 362 Colombo 06:30 
THY 6376 ISL 06:30 
KAC 544 Cairo 07:00 
JZR 120 Dubai 07:00 
KAC 678 Dubai 07:05 
BAW 157 London 07:05 
IGO 1766 Mumbai 07:10 
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50 
QTR 1084 Doha 08:00 
KAC 354 Bengaluru 08:10 
KAC 622 Doha 08:30 
UAE 855 Dubai 08:35 
JZR 102 Bahrain 08:55 
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55 
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05 
KAC 384 Delhi 09:30 
KAC 304 Mumbai 09:30 
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40 
IGO 1753 Ahmedabad 09:40 
IRA 675 Lar 09:40 
QTR 1070 Doha 09:45 
JZR 410 Delhi 10:00 
NIA 361 Alexandria 10:00 
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00 
JZR 114 Doha 10:20 
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40 
AXB 789 CNN/Bahrain 10:40 
JZR 714 Sohag 10:50 
JZR 122 Dubai 11:15 
QTR 1074 Doha 11:35 
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55 
GFA 209 Bahrain 12:05 
MSR 610 Cairo 12:25 
SAW 701 Damascus 12:30 
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50 
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:15 

QTR 1078 Doha 13:35 
KAC 614 Bahrain 13:50 
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20 
KAC 742 Dammam 14:35 
KAC 672 Dubai 14:40 
KAC 774 Riyadh 14:40 
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40 
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45 
KAC 118 New York 14:50 
KAC 286 Dhaka 14:55 
KAC 692 Muscat 15:00 
KAC 618 Doha 15:00 
JZR 602 Baku 15:10 
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:10 
JZR 234 Taif 15:15 
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15 
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:25 
JZR 232 Dammam 15:30 
JZR 222 Riyadh 15:30 
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35 
KAC 562 Amman 15:40 
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45 
JZR 732 Cairo 15:50 
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:55 
JZR 152 Mashhad 16:00 
JZR 212 Jeddah 16:25 
FEG 241 Alexandria 16:35 
QTR 1072 Doha 16:35 
JZR 116 Doha 16:40 
KAC 502 Beirut 16:45 
KAC 546 Cairo 16:45 
FDB 051 Dubai 16:45 
KAC 516 Tehran 16:50 
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:25 
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30 
JZR 214 Jeddah 17:45 
SYR 341 Damascus 17:55 
KAC 158 Istanbul 17:55 
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00 
JZR 302 Istanbul 18:15 
FDB 063 Dubai 18:15 
JZR 124 Dubai 18:20 
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30 
QTR 1080 Doha 18:30 
FEG 441 Asyut 18:55 
RJA 640 Amman 19:10 
KAC 156 Istanbul 19:20 
RBG 555 Alexandria 19:25 
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25 
NIA 161 Cairo 19:30 
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30 
KAC 744 Dammam 19:35 
QTR 1090 Doha 19:35 
KAC 782 Jeddah 19:50 
JZR 104 Bahrain 19:55 
KAC 776 Riyadh 20:05 
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20 
QTR 1088 Doha 20:30 
KAC 616 Bahrain 20:30 
KAC 166 Rome 20:40 
DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:55 
KAC 674 Dubai 20:55 
KAC 542 Cairo 21:10 
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20 
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20 
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20 
UAE 859 Dubai 21:30 
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:30 
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45 
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:50 
KAC 164 MXP 21:55 
AZG 565 Baku 22:00 
KAC 168 Paris 22:00 
KAC 564 Amman 22:00 
KAC 620 Doha 22:00 
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05 
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15 
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25 
RBG 213 Sohag 22:30 
KAC 786 Jeddah 22:50 
BBC 043 Dhaka 23:00 
GOW 061 CNN 23:00 
JZR 002 LGW 23:05 
QTR 1092 Doha 23:10 
JZR 128 Dubai 23:15 
MSC 405 Sohag 23:15 
JZR 736 Cairo 23:30 
FDB 071 Dubai 23:40 

Departure Flights on Tuesday 28/1/ 2020 
Airlines Flt Route Time 
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05 
SVA 503 Jeddah 00:05 
JZR 215 Jeddah 00:05 
MSC 406 Sohag 00:15 
QTR 1093 Doha 00:25 
FDB 072 Dubai 00:35 
JZR 409 Delhi 00:50 
AIC 990 Mumbai 01:10 
IGO 1758 Kochi 01:10 
JZR 111 Doha 01:55 
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:00 
KAC 285 Dhaka 02:00 
JZR 119 Dubai 02:05 
KAC 677 Dubai 02:10 
THY 773 Istanbul 02:20 
DLH 625 Frankfurt 02:30 
KAC 417 Manila 02:30 
IGO 1765 Delhi 02:55 
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05 
UAE 854 Dubai 03:40 
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:55 
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55 
THY 765 Istanbul 04:00 
QTR 1087 Doha 04:00 
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:00 
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15 
KAC 621 Doha 04:20 
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:25 
JZR 713 Sohag 04:30 
KKK 1269 Istanbul 04:35 
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00 
IGO 1752 Chennai 05:10 
QTR 1077 Doha 05:30 
OHY 351 Istanbul 05:30 
JZR 101 Bahrain 05:50 
THY 771 Istanbul 06:25 
JZR 121 Dubai 06:35 
JZR 113 Doha 06:40 
RJA 643 Amman 06:55 
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05 
FEG 442 Asyut 07:05 
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15 
KAC 167 Paris 07:35 
KAC 171 Frankfurt 08:00 
IGO 1767 Mumbai 08:10 
KAC 165 Rome 08:15 
THY 6376 Dubai/ISL 08:35 
FDB 054 Dubai 08:35 
JZR 001 LGW 08:40 
JPJ 3733 Baghdad 09:00 
KAC 501 Beirut 09:00 
KAC 163 MXP 09:00 
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:00 
BAW 156 London 09:10 
KAC 157 Istanbul 09:10 
JZR 731 Cairo 09:10 
KAC 691 Muscat 09:20 
QTR 1085 Doha 09:30 
KAC 545 Cairo 09:30 
JZR 601 Baku 09:30 
KAC 671 Dubai 09:35 
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45 
KAC 101 London 09:45 
KAC 561 Amman 09:45 
JZR 233 Taif 09:50 
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 09:55 
JZR 151 Mashhad 09:55 
UAE 856 Dubai 10:00 
KAC 117 New York 10:00 
KAC 613 Bahrain 10:05 
JZR 301 Istanbul 10:05 
KAC 773 Riyadh 10:15 
KAC 155 Istanbul 10:20 
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35 
KAC 617 Doha 10:35 
IRA 674 Lar 10:40 
IGO 1754 Ahmedabad 10:40 
JZR 211 Jeddah 10:40 
NIA 362 Alexandria 10:50 
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00 
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00 
KAC 741 Dammam 11:20 
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25 
AXB 790 CNN 11:40 
JZR 221 Riyadh 12:00 

JZR 213 Jeddah 12:00 
KAC 515 Tehran 12:10 
JZR 231 Dammam 12:35 
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55 
QTR 1075 Doha 13:00 
JZR 115 Doha 13:00 
GFA 210 Bahrain 13:05 
MSR 611 Cairo 13:25 
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30 
KAC 781 Jeddah 13:30 
JZR 123 Dubai 13:40 
KAC 541 Cairo 13:45 
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15 
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:15 
QTR 1079 Doha 15:00 
FDB 060 Dubai 15:10 
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25 
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:45 
KAC 673 Dubai 15:50 
SVA 501 Jeddah 16:00 
KNE 530 Jeddah 16:00 
KAC 563 Amman 16:00 
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20 
KAC 743 Dammam 16:20 
KAC 283 Dhaka 16:25 
KAC 785 Jeddah 16:30 
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35 
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:35 
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:45 
JZR 735 Cairo 16:50 
JZR 103 Bahrain 16:50 
FEG 242 Alexandria 17:35 
KAC 619 Doha 17:35 
KAC 357 Kochi 17:35 
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45 
FDB 052 Dubai 17:45 
JZR 539 KTM 17:50 
KAC 331 Trivandrum 17:55 
QTR 1073 Doha 18:00 
KAC 343 Chennai 18:00 
JZR 733 Cairo 18:10 
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:20 
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20 
KAC 301 Mumbai 18:35 
JZR 127 Dubai 18:35 
JZR 403 Hyderabad 18:40 
KAC 381 Delhi 18:45 
SYR 342 Damascus 18:55 
JZR 721 Alexandria 18:55 
FDB 064 Dubai 19:20 
JZR 253 Amman 19:20 
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30 
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30 
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55 
FEG 342 Sohag 19:55 
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05 
RBG 556 Alexandria 20:05 
JZR 653 OSS 20:05 
RJA 641 Amman 20:10 
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15 
NIA 162 Cairo 20:30 
KAC 353 Bengaluru 20:35 
JZR 501 Lahore 20:40 
JZR 401 Mumbai 20:55 
QTR 1091 Doha 21:00 
OMA 648 Muscat 21:20 
DLH 624 Dammam 21:45 
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50 
QTR 1089 Doha 21:55 
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:15 
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20 
KAC 701 Asyut 22:20 
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:25 
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25 
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30 
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:50 
UAE 860 Dubai 22:55 
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05 
RBG 214 Sohag 23:10 
KAC 783 Jeddah 23:15 
KAC 383 Delhi 23:20 
QTR 1083 Doha 23:25 
KAC 411 Bangkok 23:25 
KAC 543 Cairo 23:30 
KAC 795 Madinah 23:30 
KAC 303 Mumbai 23:40 
GOW 062 CNN 23:55 

Classifieds
Tuesday, January 28, 2020

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100 

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

    Chest Hospital                                                  24849400

    Farwaniya Hospital                                       24892010 

    Adan Hospital                                                   23940620 

    Ibn Sina Hospital                                            24840300 

    Al-Razi Hospital                                               24846000 

   Physiotherapy Hospital                               24874330/9 

Kaizen center 25716707 

Rawda 22517733 

Adaliya 22517144 

Khaldiya 24848075 

Kaifan 24849807 

Shamiya 24848913 

Shuwaikh 24814507 

Abdullah Salem 22549134 

Nuzha 22526804 

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764 

Qadsiya 22515088 

Dasmah 22532265 

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908 

Shaab 22518752 

Qibla 22459381 

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082 

Mirqab 22456536 

Sharq 22465401 

Salmiya 25746401 

Kuwait Airways                                              171 
Jazeera Airways                                                 177 
Turkish Airlines                                              1884918 
FlyDubai                                                            22414400 
Qatar Airways                                                 22423888 
KLM                                                                     22425747 
Royal Jordanian                                             22418064/5/6 
British Airways                                               22425635 
Air France                                                         22430224 
Emirates                                                            22921555 
Air India                                                             22456700 
Air India EXPRESS                                    22438185/4   
Sri Lanka Airlines                                          22424444 
Egypt Air                                                           22421578 
Swiss Air                                                            22421516 
Saudia                                                                22426306 
Middle East Airlines                                        22423073 

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Chakrapani Megam 
holder of Indian Passport 
No. R7680229 at kuwait on 
10-05-2017 have changed 
my name to given name: 
Shaik Mahammad Yousuf 
here and after in all docu-
ments I will be known as 
Shaik Mahammad Yousuf. 
(C 5621) 
 
I, Johan Basha  S/o 
Sowkath Ali, Date of birth: 
10.05.1976, (Native District: 
Cuddalore), residing at 
Manikkam Nagar, 
Mangalam Pettai Post, 
Virudhachalam Taluk, 
Cuddalore - 606104, shall 
henceforth be known as 
John Basha S/o Sowkath Ali. 
(C 5622) 
 
I, Husain Kakumama 
Mufaddal Shabbir S/O 
Shabbir Husain Kakumama 
R/O Najampura, Sagwara 
Dist, Dungrapur, Rajasthan 
have changed my given 
name to Mufaddal Shabbir 

Airlines

Husain and surname to 
Kakumama. 
 
I, Naeema D/O Habib 
Husain Kabir R/O 
Najampura, Sagwara Dist, 
Dungarpur, Rajasthan have 
changed my given name to 
Naeema Habib Husain and 
surname to Kabir. 
 
I, Rukaiya Mufaddal 
Kakumama D/O Mufaddal 
Shabbir Husain Kakumama 
R/O Najampura, Sagwara 
Dist. Dungarpur, Rajasthan 
have changed my given 
name to Rukaiya Mufaddal 
and surname to 
Kakumama. 
 (C 5623) 
27-1-2020 
 
Shaik Baba Alaudeen S/o 
Shaik Baba, holder of Indian 
Passport No. P1094143, 
Civil ID No. 274071201684, 
shall henceforth be known 
as Shaik Baba (surname) 
Sheik Alaudeen (given 
name). (C 5620) 
26-1-2020
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Mongolia closed its vast border to vehicles from China 

while Germany urged its citizens to avoid travelling to the 
country and Malaysia banned people from central Hubei 
province, where the pneumonia-like virus emerged, from 
entering its soil. 

In a sign of the mounting official concern, Premier Li 
Keqiang visited ground zero to oversee containment 
efforts in Wuhan, a city of 11 million people where the 
disease first appeared late last month. The government 
has sealed off Wuhan and other cities in Hubei province, 
effectively trapping tens of millions of people, including 
thousands of foreigners, in a bid to contain the virus as 
the Lunar New Year holiday unfolds. 

The Communist government decided to extend the 
holiday, initially due to end on January 30, for three days 
to limit population flows and control the epidemic. US 
President Donald Trump said the United States has 
offered China “any help that is necessary” in combatting 
the virus. Beijing’s  health commission said a 50 year-
old-man who visited Wuhan died of respiratory failure 
yesterday, only 20 days after visiting the city. 

More than 700 new infections were confirmed in the 
country, while the number of suspected cases doubled 
over a 24-hour period to nearly 6,000. The youngest 
infected patient was a nine-month-old baby being treat-
ed in Beijing. In Wuhan, AFP reporters saw construction 
workers making progress in the building of one of two 
field hospitals that China is racing to complete by next 
week to relieve overcrowded facilities swamped with 
people waiting hours to see doctors. 

On day five under quarantine, residents shouted “Go 
Wuhan” from their windows, according to videos posted 
online, and AFP journalists saw a building with the words 
lit up in red in front of the Yangtze river. “I’m getting 
more concerned every day,” Do Quang Duy, a 32-year-
old Vietnamese masters student in Wuhan, told AFP. 

Landlocked Mongolia, which is heavily dependent on 
trade with China, closed the border with its huge neigh-
bor to cars. Mongolian schools and universities will be 
shut until March 2, while public gatherings involving 
sports and entertainment are also suspended. Malaysia 
banned visitors from Wuhan and its surrounding Hubei 
province. Turkey advised its citizens to avoid non-essen-

tial travel to China altogether. 
In Germany, Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said the 

government was holding crisis talks with health experts 
to discuss the spread of the virus. “Travellers should 
consider delaying or cancelling any unnecessary trips to 
China,” Maas said. A US-bound flight is scheduled to 
leave Wuhan today with consular staff and some 
American citizens. France plans to fly citizens out of the 
city in the middle of this week. Japan will also bring its 
citizens home. Belgium, Bangladesh, India and Spain said 
they were working to repatriate their nationals, while 
Germany was considering the possibility.  

The World Health Organization last week stopped 
short of declaring the outbreak a global emergency, 
which could have prompted international trade or travel 
restrictions. But the world body said yesterday that the 
global risk from the deadly virus in China was “high”, 
admitting an error in its previous reports that said it was 
“moderate”. WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
headed to Beijing for discussions with Chinese officials.  

Global stock markets and oil prices plunged yesterday 
over coronavirus fears. The virus is believed to have 
jumped to people from animals in a Wuhan market that 
sold a wide range of exotic wild game. China on Sunday 
banned all wildlife trade until the emergency subsides. The 
virus has caused global concern because of its similarity 
to Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), which 
killed hundreds across mainland China and Hong Kong in 
2002-2003 and was also traced to the wild game trade. 

Authorities around China have already imposed 
aggressive curbs on transport during the usually high-
traffic Lunar New Year season to keep the virus from 
spreading. At Beijing’s main international airport, almost 
all passengers wear masks. Fever checks are conducted 
at subway and railway stations. Typically, hundreds of 
millions of people crisscross China in jam-packed buses 
and trains during the holiday, a time for family reunions. 

But the festivities have been ruined this year by coro-
navirus, which can be transmitted between humans, with 
people told to avoid gatherings. Countless popular pub-
lic attractions and seasonal festivals have been shut 
down. Several Beijing malls shortened their opening 
hours, according to state media.  

The nationwide measures threaten to put a dent in an 
economy that was already slowing down. Beijing and 
Shanghai were among places mandating stringent 
checks and 14-day observation periods for people arriv-
ing from Hubei. Wuhan’s mayor Zhou Xianwang said 
around five million people had left the stricken city dur-
ing the new year travel rush in January, highlighting fears 
the virus could spread further. — AFP 
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peninsula, which borders Israel and which the Jewish 

state occupied for 15 years after the 1967 war. 
The spokesman said IS leader Quraishi was “deter-

mined, and has encouraged his mujahideen brothers in 
all provinces, and Muslims across the world,” to launch 
“a new phase”. That new focus “is fighting the Jews and 
reclaiming what they have stolen from the Muslims, and 
this cannot be reclaimed except through fighting”, he 
said. Islamic State has not been a player in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. But the comments appeared to be 
an attempt by the group to stay relevant and resonate 
with Muslims by sounding concerned about the issue, 
said H A Hellyer of the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. 

Trump was from yesterday hosting both Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the premier’s rival 

Benny Gantz in Washington ahead of unveiling his “peace 
plan”. The IS spokesman made a direct reference to the 
“Trump plan”, which has already been rejected by the 
Palestinians, who ironically call it the “Deal of the 
Century”. “To Muslims in Palestine and across the world... 
be the warhead in fighting Jews and foil the so-called 
‘Deal of the Century’,” Abu Hamza Al-Quraishi said. 

He urged IS fighters, especially those in Syria and 
Sinai, to turn Jewish settlements into “a testing ground” 
for their weapons. Some 600,000 Israeli settlers live in 
the West Bank and Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem 
among around 2.9 million Palestinians. Israel captured 
the Golan Heights from Syria in 1967 and annexed the 
territory in 1981. On its southern coast, Israel imposes a 
crippling blockade on the Palestinian territory of Gaza, a 
strip which is controlled by the Islamist movement 
Hamas and shares a border with Egypt’s Sinai region. 

Since coming to office, Trump has already gifted 
Netanyahu - who is running for re-election - a 
number of political presents. These include break-
ing with  d ip lomat ic  consensus to  recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, recognizing Israeli sov-
ereignty over the Golan Heights and ending US 
opposition to settlements. — Agencies  
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Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the 

Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah also sent cables to Trump extending their con-
dolences to him and the families of the deceased.  

“Laker Nation, the game of basketball & our city, 
will never be the same without Kobe,” former Los 
Angeles Lakers star Magic Johnson tweeted. American 
football star Tom Brady wrote simply: “We miss you 
already Kobe.” At the Australian Open, Australian tennis 
player Nick Kyrgios wore a Lakers jersey before he 
took on Rafael Nadal. 

At the Staples Center in Los Angeles, crowds of 
shocked fans gathered to pay tribute as the venue 
which witnessed many of Bryant’s career highlights 
hosted the music industry’s Grammy Awards. Hundreds, 
many wearing purple and gold Lakers shirts, placed 
flowers and candles at a makeshift memorial for their 
hero. “This dude is everything to me man. It makes no 
sense,” said distraught Lakers fan Bobby Jimenez. 

Singer Alicia Keys paid a somber tribute at the 
Grammys. “To be honest with you, we’re all feeling 
crazy sadness right now,” Keys told the audience. “Los 
Angeles, America and the whole wide world lost a hero. 
And we’re literally standing here heartbroken in the 
house that Kobe Bryant built.” Across the NBA, tributes 
were held at several of the eight games played Sunday. 
Denver Nuggets fans began chants of “Kobe, Kobe” as 
a minute’s silence was held before their game against 
the Houston Rockets. 

In New York, Madison Square Garden was lit up in 
purple and gold alongside a giant image of Bryant cap-
tioned: “Kobe Bryant, 1978-2020.” The crash came only 

hours after Bryant was passed by current Lakers star 
LeBron James for third on the all-time NBA scoring list 
in a Saturday game at Philadelphia. Bryant’s final post 
on social media had been a tweet congratulating James. 
“Continuing to move the game forward @KingJames,” 
Bryant wrote. “Much respect my brother #33644.”  

Bryant was a five-time NBA champion in a career 
that began in 1996 straight out of a high school and 
lasted until his retirement in 2016. He also was a two-
time Olympic gold medalist, helping spark the US 
squad of NBA stars to titles in 2008 in Beijing and 2012 
in London. Bryant bowed out of the NBA in 2016, scor-
ing 60 points in a fairytale farewell appearance at the 
Staples Center. 

The son of former NBA player Joe “Jellybean” 
Bryant, the Lakers legend was born in Philadelphia 
while his father played for the 76ers. The elder Bryant 
played from 1984 to 1991 in Italy, giving young Kobe a 
global worldview as he grew up dreaming of following 
his dad into the NBA. He would eventually join the 
ranks of professionals at the age of 17, jumping directly 
into the NBA, only the sixth player to make such a leap. 

At 18, Bryant became, at the time, the youngest play-
er or starter in an NBA game and the youngest winner 
of the NBA Slam Dunk Contest. With Bryant paired 
alongside Shaquille O’Neal, the Lakers captured three 
NBA crowns in a row from 2000-2002, returning the 
team to glory days unseen since 1988.  

Bryant’s career was almost derailed in 2003 when he 
was arrested in Colorado over a sexual assault com-
plaint filed by a 19-year-old hotel employee where 
Bryant was staying ahead of knee surgery. Bryant was 
accused of rape. He admitted to adultery but said he did 
not commit rape. The case was dropped in 2004 after 
the accuser refused to testify in a trial. A separate civil 
suit was settled under terms kept private. After his play-
ing career, Bryant successfully branched out into the 
entertainment industry. In 2018, he won an Oscar for his 
animated short film “Dear Basketball”, a love letter to 
the sport which brought him fame and fortune. — AFP 

World mourns  
Kobe Bryant...

BANGALORE/MUMBAI: Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi got a thunderous reception when he 
addressed a crowd of more than 50,000 Indian-
Americans in a stadium in the US city of Houston last 
September. But four months after the event dubbed 
“Howdy Modi!”, intended to deepen relations with the 
wealthy Indian-American minority which has influence 
in India, some members of the diaspora have been 
protesting against a new citizenship law. 

In the past month, small demonstrations from 
Harvard to San Francisco have underlined criticism of 
what detractors say are Modi’s divisive identity politics. 
The law, which was promised by Modi before he was 
re-elected and was approved in December, in effect 
granted Indian citizenship to non-Muslim religious 
groups fleeing persecution from three neighboring 
Muslim-majority countries. 

Critics say it is a prelude for the marginalization of 
Muslims and an affront to India’s secular constitution. 
“It is still only a minority, but the disenchantment (in the 
diaspora) is real and deep,” said a 50-year-old sociolo-
gist who gave her name only as Nidhi to avoid straining 
relations with older relatives who attended Modi’s rally 
in Houston. 

Nidhi emigrated to the United States when she was five 
and has taken part in demonstrations against the citizen-
ship law in the US state of Texas. “If we as Indo-Americans 
don’t raise our voice, we are complicit,” she said. The latest 
protests were outside Indian diplomatic missions on 
Sunday, India’s Republic Day. A large proportion of the ral-
lies attract student, academics and religious minorities -
groups that have long been worried by Modi’s rise. 

Many in the diaspora cheered Hindu nationalist Modi 
to an election victory in 2014, convinced he would trans-
form India into an economic powerhouse. But India’s 
economy has been sputtering because of an ailing bank-
ing sector and tepid rural demand, while protests in 
India, in which at least 25 people have been killed, have 
revived the specter of social unrest after years of stabili-
ty under Modi. Microsoft Corp’s India-born CEO, Satya 
Nadella, told Buzzfeed News this month the citizenship 
law was “bad”. Even so, a significant chunk of Indians 
abroad remain die-hard Modi supporters who have 
staged their own rallies in favor of the law. 

Vijay Chauthaiwale, chief of the foreign affairs 
department of Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), said 
overall diaspora support was intact. “People believe in 
the conviction of Mr Modi. Some transient issue will 
not affect his popularity,” Chauthaiwale said. The BJP 
has launched a social media push with the diaspora, cir-
culating testimonies from “persecuted minorities in 
Pakistan” who could benefit from the citizenship law. 

But Modi’s critics say cracks are appearing in his 
overseas support. “Those who are educated are saying, 
‘Hey, this is not what we were expecting’,” said Sam 
Pitroda, the opposition Congress party’s head of over-
seas affairs. Chicago-based Pitroda was unable to pro-
vide data, but said he was getting many calls from wor-
ried Indians abroad. 

Retired engineer Krishna Vavilala, 82, was excited 
by Modi’s rise and recounted being photographed at 
“Howdy, Modi!” - which took its name from what is a 
popular greeting in Texas - because his beard made 
him look like the Indian leader. But recent develop-

ments have given him pause. He suggested that Modi, 
who has not answered questions at a press confer-
ence in India since coming to power six years ago, 
speak to more reporters. Vavilala also urged Modi to 

clarify “perceptions” that he wants to sideline 
minorities. “His heart is in the right place,” said 
Vavilala. “But the euphoria of “Howdy, Modi!” has 
lost its shine.” — Reuters 

4 months after ‘Howdy, Modi!’,  
some Indians abroad protest 

HELSINKI: A group of Indian citizens living in Finland protest against the Indian government’s Citizenship 
Amendment Act CAA on Sunday. — AFP 

RIYADH: A picture taken Jan 20, 2020 shows family members watching Qatar’s beIN sport channel at their home 
in the Saudi capital. — AFP 

RIYADH: Diehard Barcelona fan Abdulrahman had to 
find a creative way to keep watching football matches - 
paying his subscription via Kuwait to dodge a diplomat-
ic rift between Riyadh and Doha that separates Saudis 
from their favorite sports. Subscribing to Qatar’s beIN 
Sports, the Arab world’s leading sports channel which 
has exclusive rights to Spain’s LaLiga and other key 
tournaments, has become extremely difficult for Saudi 
fans since the kingdom’s 2017 boycott of Qatar. 

Just days after Riyadh and its allies cut ties, Saudi 
Arabia banned the sale and distribution of beIN 
receivers and blocked Qatari websites as well as all 
transactions with its former ally. For Abdulrahman, a 
young lawyer who preferred to use his first name due to 
the sensitivity of the issue, the diplomatic divide became 
a major inconvenience, forcing him to search for a solu-
tion. “I had to transfer money to a friend in Kuwait so he 
can renew my subscription from there,” said 
Abdulrahman, who was fortunate enough to possess a 
receiver before the ban. 

Alongside LaLiga, the sports channel has exclusive 
football rights for the top English, Italian, German and 
French leagues, as well as the Champions League and 
World Cup. It also shows basketball’s top flight, the US 
National Basketball Association, the EuroLeague and 
many other competitions across tennis, boxing, volley-
ball and more. “beIN Sports covers all tournaments and 
championships. It is everything... in sports,” 25-year-old 
Abdulrahman told AFP. “I cannot forsake beIN Sports, 

which plays at home practically 24 hours a day.” 
Others in the kingdom, such as Egyptian national 

Abdulmonem, use a virtual private network (VPN) to 
renew their subscription online. “I bypassed the block of 
the beIN website by using a VPN and bypassed the ban 
on transactions (to Qatar) by using PayPal to renew my 
subscription,” he told AFP. Demand for beIN in Saudi 
Arabia, which itself is investing heavily in sports events 
to exert soft power and relay a more positive image 
abroad, remains high despite the boycott. To meet that 
demand, a black market for subscriptions has emerged - 
at inflated prices.  

Satellite services shops line Al-Hamdani Street in 
Riyadh, an area known for decades to conservative 
Saudis as “Devil’s Street” due to its sale of equipment 
giving access to pornographic or other illicit content. 
Salesmen, mostly Asian expatriates, swarm the area, 
muttering discreetly the same question to passersby: 
“Want to renew your beIN subscription?” 

The shops carry no signs or logos of the Qatari 
broadcaster, and while the annual cost of the subscrip-
tion should only be 1,125 riyals ($300), the best offer on 
Devil’s Street was 1,400 riyals. “We cannot deal directly 
from Saudi Arabia with the network in Qatar, so we act 
as middlemen,” said one shopkeeper, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity. “But we can renew existing sub-
scriptions through agents abroad or provide new ‘smug-
gled’ receivers,” he told AFP. 

Saudi authorities did not reply to AFP’s request for 
comment on the ban of beIN subscriptions and whether 
there was any plan to review it. beIN has alleged that 
since Aug 2017 a vast and sophisticated Saudi bootleg-
ging network known as “beoutQ” has been illicitly trans-
mitting programs via Riyadh-based satellite provider 
Arabsat - a claim Saudi Arabia denies. BeoutQ stopped 
airing on television in August but is still available online. 
Many Riyadh cafes broadcast beoutQ to meet the 
demands of their customers.— AFP 

Saudi fans navigate  
Gulf rift to keep  
sport on screens
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Aussie Leishman wins at Torrey
Pines as Rahm, McIlroy denied

25

TOKYO: Hydrogen will be used for the first time to
power the Olympic torch during its journey
through Japan, organisers said yesterday, as part of
Tokyo 2020’s efforts to hold an environmentally
friendly Games.

Organisers aim to offset all carbon emissions gen-
erated during the Games and also use the Olympics to
boost awareness of environmental issues in Japan. The
Tokyo 2020 Organising Committee said certain stages
of the torch relay will use hydrogen, which emits no
carbon dioxide when it is burned, and it will also fuel
the ceremonial Olympic Cauldron featuring in the
Games’ opening and closing ceremonies.

Hydrogen will be used to power the torch on its
journey through the prefectures of Fukushima and
Aichi, as well as parts of Tokyo, with gas used in other
stages of the relay. “During its preparations for the
Games, Tokyo 2020 has consistently promoted energy
conservation and the use of renewable energy with
the aim of supporting the realisation of a carbon-neu-
tral society,” the organisers said in a statement.

About 500 hydrogen-powered fuel cell vehicles
will also be used during the Olympics, which run from
July 24 to Aug 9. Other initiatives to cut the environ-
mental impact of the Games include beds made from
recyclable cardboard in the athletes’ village, Olympic
medals made from recycled consumer electronics and
the torches themselves, formed of aluminium waste.
The torch relay begins in Fukushima on March 26 and
will visit all 47 of Japan’s prefectures ahead of the July
24 opening ceremony. — Reuters

Tokyo 2020 to 
power Olympic 
torch with hydrogen 

Tiger Woods miss the green on his opening approach
SAN DIEGO: Australia’s Marc Leishman fired eight
birdies in a seven-under par 65 on Sunday to win the
US PGA Tour title at Torrey Pines by one stroke from
overnight leader Jon Rahm.

Leishman started the day four shots behind Spain’s
Rahm, but his storming run on Torrey Pines’ South
Course gave him a 15-under total of 273.

Rahm, meanwhile, fired a two-under 70 for 274, two
shots in front of American Brandt Snedeker and Rory
McIlroy — the Northern Ireland star who could have
regained the world number one ranking with a victory.

“Playing well helps,” said Leishman, who has come
from behind in all five of his PGA Tour victories.

“I didn’t actually hit it that well off the tee today, so I
don’t know what the knack is. Putting, always, you’re
not going to win tour events if you’re not putting well.

“I putted probably as good as I’ve ever putted
today,” added Leishman, who had five birdies on the
front nine.

He drained par-saving putts at the 12th and 14th, and
rebounded from his ony bogey of the day at 17 with a
birdie at the last that proved enough for victory.

Leishman’s victory came on Australia Day — also
the same day that fellow Aussie Lucas Herbert claimed

his first pro victory at the Dubai Desert Classic.
McIlroy and Rahm struggled in the final group,

Rahm playing his first five holes in four-over with two
bogeys and a double-bogey.

An eagle and four of his five birdies on the back nine
— including three birdies to end his round — weren’t
enough to compensate.

McIlroy, meanwhile, began bogey-bogey on the way
to 69. Tiger Woods missed the green on his opening
approach and began with a bogey but dropped his
approach inches from the cup at the second to set up a
birdie and added another tap-in birdie at the par-5
sixth to pull within three strokes of the lead.

The 15-time major champion finished with four
birdies in a two-under 70 that left him tied for ninth on
279. He remains in search of a record 83rd career PGA
Tour victory — having tied Sam Snead’s mark at the
Zozo Championship in Japan in October.

As he came off the course Woods learned of the
death in a helicopter crash of Kobe Bryant — the NBA
great who started his pro career the same year as
Woods.

“People were yelling, ‘Do it for Mamba.’ Now I
understand,” Woods said. “Unbelievably sad.” — AFP

SAN DIEGO:  Marc Leishman of Australia poses with the Torrey Pines trophy after winning the final round of the
Farmers Insurance Open at Torrey Pines South in San Diego, California. — AFP

ORLANDO: Lamar Jackson threw two touchdown passes,
Deshaun Watson and Ryan Tannehill passed for one
touchdown apiece, and the AFC held on for a 38-33 win
over the NFC on Sunday afternoon at the Pro Bowl in
Orlando, Fla.

Jackson led all signal-callers with 185 passing yards to
help the AFC win its fourth consecutive Pro Bowl since the
game returned to a head-to-head conference format. T.J.
Watt provided a defensive highlight for the AFC when he
returned a fumble 82 yards for a touchdown.

Kirk Cousins came off the bench to lead the NFC with
181 passing yards and a pair of touchdowns. He followed
Russell Wilson and Drew Brees, who threw for one touch-
down apiece but each fell short of 100 passing yards.

Jackson was named as the Pro Bowl’s offensive MVP,
while Calais Campbell was named as defensive MVP. Mark
Andrews, DJ Chark Jr., Jack Doyle and Andre Roberts
each hauled in touchdown catches for the AFC.

Davante Adams had two touchdown catches to lead the
NFC. Michael Thomas and Amari Cooper also had touch-
down receptions in a losing effort. The AFC built a 24-14
halftime lead but slipped behind 27-24 in the third quarter
after back-to-back NFC touchdowns. Tannehill completed
a 60-yard touchdown strike to Chark to put the AFC back
on top for good.

The NFC tried a Pro Bowl experimental rule after
pulling within five points late in the fourth quarter. Instead
of trying an onside kick, the NFC opted to start on its own
25-yard line for a 4th-and-15 play.

The decision did not pay off as Cousins’ long pass
attempt was intercepted by the Baltimore Ravens’ Earl
Thomas. The game kicked off shortly after news spread of
Kobe Bryant’s death in a helicopter crash. The NFL hon-
ored Bryant with a moment of silence before kickoff, and
players paid tribute to him during the game.

Packers linebacker Za’Darius Smith gathered several
NFC teammates for a Bryant tribute after a fumble recov-
ery. The players mimicked Bryant’s famous fadeaway jump
shot. “It is heartbreaking,” the Texans’ Watson said during
a sideline interview with ESPN. “For us to find out in the
locker room before we came out, a lot of guys were just
very emotional.” —  Reuters

Jackson’s two TD
passes lead AFC 
past NFC, 38-33

ST LOUIS: The NHL playoff race can turn upside down
during the stretch run, as the St. Louis Blues proved last
season. The Blues rallied from last place in the league in
January to reach the playoffs and rolled through four
postseason rounds to win the Stanley Cup. That run
provides fuel for this season’s race, which still includes
most of the league.

“With the Blues, they found their groove and they
kept going last year and rode that wave,” said Toronto
Maple Leafs forward Mitch Marner, whose team sat
four points out of the playoffs entering this season’s
All-Star break. “We need to find that groove and keep
pushing. The teams right behind us and right in front of
us are doing the same thing.”

Only the Detroit Red Wings, New Jersey Devils and
Ottawa Senators are out of the Eastern Conference
race. Only the Anaheim Ducks and Los Angeles Kings
appear to be done in the Western Conference, though
the San Jose Sharks are sinking fast.

Otherwise, postseason berths are up for grabs for
teams that can gain traction and sustain it into April.

For instance, the surprising Columbus Blue Jackets
won six consecutive games coming into the All-Star
break. They currently sit in the first wild-card spot in
the Eastern Conference.

“We’re coming together pretty nicely,” Blue Jackets
defenseman Seth Jones aid. “I think we were playing
pretty good hockey earlier in the year and we weren’t
getting the results. As of late, really the past eight
weeks, we really came into our own.”

In the Metropolitan Division, the second-place
Pittsburgh Penguins and sixth-place Philadelphia Flyers
are separated by just seven points. In the Pacific
Division, the top five teams are separated by just one

point. The Vancouver Canucks lead the division, but the
Edmonton Oilers, Calgary Flames, Arizona Coyotes and
Vegas Golden Knights are right behind them.

“We’ve been there at the top for a while now,”
Coyotes coach Rick Tocchet said. “Now we’re in a situ-
ation if we have a bad week, we could be in fifth place.
There are 31 games left and it’s all downhill. We have
some young guys, I think they understand it’s going to
be hard. If you think it’s hard now, it’s going to be really
hard.” Head-to-head games will decide the divisional
races. “You know what happens at the end of the year,
everybody starts playing each other, so that heightens
it even more,” Flames defenseman Mark Giordano said.
“The divisional games, the head-to-heads if you can
win them in regulation, it does a lot for you. Those are
emotional games. You’ve got to be able to control your
emotions, be disciplined.”

Last season, the Flames were the anti-Blues. They
dominated their side of the league for much of the sea-
son, then faded late and took a quick exit from the
playoffs. “It’s about putting it together at the right
time,” Giordano said. “I feel like last year we had a
great start and an unbelievable first half and sort of lost
that confidence that we had down the stretch and it
carried over in the playoffs. So hopefully this year is a
complete opposite.”

Winning the big head-to-head games, as the Blues
did a year ago, can solidify a team for the postseason
grind. “It’s going to be a fight to the end,” Golden
Knights winger Max Pacioretty said. “We’re expecting
these last 30 games to be really intense, but on the
bright side, if you’re able to get in, if you’re able to get
through these games, that should prepare you for the
playoffs.” — Reuters

Playoff push 
ramps up as NHL 
returns to action

ST LOUIS:  Ryan O’Reilly #90, Alex Pietrangelo #27, David Perron #57 and Jordan Binnington #50 of the St. Louis Blues
pose for photos prior to the 2020 Honda NHL All-Star Game at Enterprise Center in St Louis, Missouri. — AFP

PARIS: Sebastien Loeb has been dropped from the
Hyundai lineup for the second round of the World Rally
Championship in Sweden on February 13-16, the team
announced yesterday.  Hyundai had originally named
the 45-year-old Frenchman as one of their drivers but
have replaced him with Irishman Craig Breen.

Estonian Ott Tanak, who is reigning world champion,
and Belgian Thierry Neuville will drive the other two
cars. “We have taken the decision to add Craig to our
line-up for Rally Sweden alongside Thierry and Ott in a
bid to field the most competitive package possible for
the event with the best available options for road posi-
tion,” said Team Principal Andrea Adamo.

“We opted to bring in Craig based on his perform-
ance in Sweden in 2018 when he finished in second
place, and the potential he showed in our i20 Coupe
WRC last season.”

As in 2019, Loeb has agreed to lineup in six races
with Hyundai this season.  He finished sixth in the sea-
son-opening Monte Carlo Rally as Neuville won while
Tanak crashed out.  The Swedish rally is in doubt
because of adverse weather conditions.

“We have been forced to postpone our planned pre-
event test in Sweden, due to take place this week,
because of a lack of snow and ice currently in the
region,” Hyundai said. — AFP

MONACO: Toyota Hyundai i 20 WRC France’s Sebastien Loeb reacts on podium after the 88th Monte-Carlo Rally, the
inaugural race of the 2020 FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), in Monaco on January 26, 2020. — AFP

Hyundai bring Breen in for Loeb in Sweden

Klopp insists no 
first-teamers will 
play in Cup replay
SHREWSBURY: Liverpool manager Juergen Klopp says
no first-team players will be involved in their FA Cup
fourth-round replay with third-tier Shrewsbury Town
next month because it clashes with the inaugural
Premier League break.

Klopp’s much-changed side were forced to a replay
by third-tier Shrewsbury on Sunday as they let slip a
two-goal lead to draw 2-2 in a pulsating tie at New
Meadow. He has never taken Liverpool into the fifth
round of the FA Cup since arriving in October 2015, but
now appears ready to sacrifice the chance of ending
that poor record.

Shrewsbury’s players and fans celebrated wildly at
the prospect of a trip to Anfield, but Klopp was not
amused. The new Premier League winter break means
all clubs will have a blank weekend. Liverpool, who lead
the table by a massive 16 points, would have had no
league game between facing Southampton on Feb. 1 and
Norwich City on Feb. 15.

Now they will host Shrewsbury in the week begin-
ning Feb 3. “In April 2019, we got a letter from the
Premier League where they asked us to respect the
winter break, not to organise friendlies and not to
organise competitive games in respect of it,” Klopp told
reporters. “I have said to the boys already, two weeks
ago, that we will have a winter break, so it means we will
not be there — it will be the kids who play that game
because they cannot deal with us like nobody cares
about it. “I know it is not very popular, but that’s the way
I see it. The Premier League asked us to respect the
winter break and that’s what we’ll do. If then the FA do
not respect it then we cannot change. But we will not be
there.” Klopp also confirmed that Liverpool’s under 23s
coach Neil Critchley would manage the team in that
game. Critchley took charge of the League Cup quarter-
final tie against Aston Villa this season when Liverpool’s
first team squad were in Qatar for FIFA’s World Club
Cup. Villa won 5-0. —Reuters



Kobe’s relentless
spirit inspired 
NBA fans, players
WASHINGTON: Kobe Bryant used a ferocious com-
petitiveness and uncanny shooting touch to become an
NBA icon, leaving behind a legacy that has influenced the
newest generation of league talent and fans worldwide.

From his 81-point game, the second-best scoring
performance in NBA history, to five NBA titles in 20
years of dazzling performances with the Los Angeles
Lakers, Bryant delivered a relentless attitude that
attracted a global following before his death Sunday at
age 41 in a helicopter crash.

Bryant joined giant center Shaquille O’Neal to spark
the Lakers to NBA titles in 2000, 2001 and 2002,
becoming at the age of 23 the youngest player to cap-
ture three titles.

A bitter feud with Bryant saw “Shaq” depart, with
Bryant portrayed as never having had childish ways
while O’Neal never outgrew them. That left Bryant
without the inside force needed to capture the crown
until Spain’s Pau Gasol arrived, and the Lakers won
titles in 2009 and 2010 with Bryant in command and
later patching things up with O’Neal.

Bryant sparked the US Olympic team to gold medals
at the 2008 Beijing and 2012 London Olympics and
became a global celebrity as much for his personality
as his playmaking.

Bryant’s fierceness was legendary and led him to
nickname himself the “Black Mamba” for his ability to
strike quickly with deadly scoring accuracy. There were
spectacular nights, but nothing topped his 81-point
effort against the Toronto Raptors on January 22, 2006,
a mark surpassed only by Wilt Chamberlain’s 100-point
game in 1962.

Bryant scored 65 points in a 2007 win over Portland,
then followed with 50 points against Minnesota, 60 at
Memphis and 50 more against New Orleans — the
third-longest run of 50-point games in NBA history
behind two from Chamberlain.

Some say Bryant saved the best for last, scoring a
league season-high of 60 points against Utah in his
final NBA game in 2016, becoming the oldest player in
league history to crack that milestone at age 37.

“I love everything about this game,” Bryant famously
said. “For me, it’s not a part of life, it is life, and it’s a
part of me.” In all, Bryant finished with 33,643 points,

7,047 rebounds and 6,306 assists over 1,346 career
NBA games. He was an 18-time NBA All-Star, the 2008
NBA Most Valuable Player, the NBA Finals 2009 and
2010 NBA MVP and matched a record as a four-time
NBA All-Star Game MVP.

KOBE FACED CONTROVERSY 
But it wasn’t a smooth path to stardom. In addition

to nagging injuries that slowed his later seasons, Bryant
faced a major rape controversy that delivered a body
blow to his endorsements image.

Bryant, a father of four who married wife Vanessa in
2001, faced his darkest hour in 2003 when he was
arrested in Colorado over a sexual assault allegation
filed by a 19-year-old employee of a hotel where
Bryant was staying ahead of knee surgery.

Bryant was accused of rape. He admitted to adultery
but said he did not commit rape. In 2004, the case was
dropped after the accuser refused to testify in a trial,
and Bryant issued an apology saying he could under-
stand how she might feel there was not consent.

A separate civil suit was settled under terms kept
private. In 2011, Bryant made an apology for using a
gay slur to describe a referee and paid a $100,000 fine
imposed by the NBA. Knee and ankle injuries mounted
as years began to take a toll on Bryant. He missed most

of the 2013-14 season with a left knee injury and much
of his penultimate campaign with a torn right rotator
cuff, then announced his retirement by saying, “My
body knows it’s time to say goodbye.”

After retiring, Bryant became a children’s book writer
and wrote the movie “Dear Basketball” — last year’s
Academy Award winner for Best Animated Short Film.

BASKETBALL ‘IS LIFE’ 
Kobe Bean Bryant, the son of former NBA player Joe

“Jellybean” Bryant, was born in Philadelphia in 1978
while his father played for the NBA’s 76ers, the child
named for the Japanese beef seen on a menu and his
father’s nickname.

The elder Bryant played from 1984 to 1991 in Italy,
giving young Kobe a global worldview as he grew up
dreaming of following his dad into the NBA. “When I
was growing up in Italy, it opened up a whole new
world to me and I thought anything was possible,”
Kobe told AFP in 2009.

Bryant became one of the first NBA players to seek
out a growing fan base in China, blogging for Chinese
internet giant SINA in 2009. “As a kid growing up, I
never in my wildest dreams thought I would have this
big fan base halfway around the world in Beijing and
Shanghai,” Bryant told. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: The NBA grappled with the sudden
death of league great Kobe Bryant on Sunday, play-
ers saying they felt sick to their stomach taking to the
court without having ample time to absorb the
shocking news.

A haunting moment of si lence preceded the
Houston Rockets’ game against the Nuggets in
Denver, which tipped off just hours after the helicop-
ter crash in suburban Los Angeles in which Bryant
and his 13-year-old daughter Gianna were among
nine who perished.

In San Antonio, where the Spurs hosted the reign-
ing champions Toronto Raptors, both teams took 24-
second shot-clock violations on their first possessions
of the game in honor of Bryant — who wore the num-
ber 24 in the later years of his career.

And in a move that other NBA teams are also
expected to adopt, the Dallas Mavericks announced
that they were retiring the number 24 jersey.  Several
NBA stars said they were reluctant to step on the
court after learning the news.

“I don’t even know how we are supposed to play
this game tonight,” said Portland’s Damian Lillard
said before scoring 50 points in a 139-129 win over
Indiana. “It makes you sick to your stomach. It is
disturbing. 

“It is bigger than just our heroes and the people we
look up to dying. It goes deeper than that.” Newly-
retired Miami Heat star Dwyane Wade described
Sunday as “one of the saddest days of my lifetime,”
adding that he couldn’t believe Bryant was gone and
that his family had been sharing Kobe stories all day.

“It seems like a bad dream that you just want to
wake up from. It is a nightmare,” he said. “It is not
going to go away soon. We will weep forever.”

‘WE SHOULD HONOR HIM’ 
Eight NBA games were on tap Sunday, and the

prevailing mood in every arena was sadness and
shock. Lillard said their coach Terry Stotts told them
to go out and honor Bryant by not holding back.

“It was on all of our minds. In the time outs... it
hurt all of us in our hearts. I look up to him. He’s our
hero. It is sad man, real sad day.” Reigning NBA
finals MVP Kawhi Leonard said all of Los Angeles
was feeling the loss. 

“No words can explain the impact he had on the
floor,” said Los Angeles Clippers Leonard. “We are a
team from Los Angeles so we know the LA history
with him. It is just sad.” New Orleans Pelicans rookie
Zion Williamson was preparing to start just his third
career NBA contest against Boston when he was
floored by news of the death.

“I couldn’t focus at first when I heard the news,”
said Williamson, who was born the year Bryant won
his first NBA championship in 2000. “It was tough
getting out there. I just hate to see it happen like that
to him and his daughter.”

Clippers coach Doc Rivers spoke to reporters
before his team took on the Magic in Orlando.
“We’re all Lakers right now,” Rivers said, calling
himself “lucky” to have had a chance to coach
against Bryant — who won five NBA titles with the
Los Angeles Lakers.

“He was such a great opponent,” Rivers said. “It’s
what you want in sports. He had that DNA that very
few athletes can ever have — the Tiger Woodses and
Michael Jordans. “Looking at my young players and
seeing how devastated they are,” Rivers said as he
lost his battle to hold back his tears.

‘KILLED IN CAR SMASH’ 
One of the most moving tributes came from former

Laker Brian Shaw who played four seasons with Bryant.
In 1993, Shaw’s parents and sister were killed in a car
smash in Nevada and he wanted to share his coping
skills with the fans of the NBA star affectionately known
as the ‘Black Mamba’.  

“I want to try to help some of those who feel like I
feel right now,” said Shaw using a tissue to wipe away
the tears. “I am 53 and I’ve dealt with a lot of death in
my time.  “My family died in a car accident. One of
things that kept me going was while they were here, we
lived, and we made a lot of memories together. And now
that they are gone that’s all that you have.

“For those Kobe fans out there feeling like I feel right
now, just think of all the joy he brought to you. “Those are
the memories you are going to have to rely on going for-
ward..” Atlanta Hawks rising star Trae Young wore No. 8
— another of Bryant’s former jersey numbers — to honor
the star in the warmup before the Hawks beat Washington
152-133. Young said he was just getting to know Bryant
and his basketball-playing daughter. “This is a crazy day
to play basketball,” Young said. “I talked to him a couple
of times. “He’s only been to three games this year and two
of them were ours. His daughter was a big fan of mine.” 

Bryant was one of the best closers the NBA has ever
seen. Throughout his career, he would baffle his coach
Phil Jackson with his penchant to start games slowly
before assuming total command in the fourth quarter.
Former German all-star Dirk Nowitzki referred to
Bryant’s finishing skills in a heart-tugging written trib-
ute. “I remember coming home after games so I could
watch you dominate in the fourth quarter! You will
always be loved. Rest in Peace with your angel Gigi,”
said Nowitzki.  — AFP
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NBA plunged into mourning as Kobe 
Bryant dies in helicopter crash

LOS ANGELES: File photo taken on February 24, 2003 the
ball eludes Los Angeles Lakers’ Kobe Bryant in the first
quarter against the Los Angeles Clippers in Los Angeles,
CA. — AFP

Bryant, a 
transcendent star 
who never 
took a night off
NEW YORK: Kobe Bryant became one of the
greatest players in basketball, a transcendent star
who went straight from high school to the game’s
biggest stage and brought “Showtime” back to
the Los Angeles Lakers for two gl ittering
decades.

But Bryant, who was killed in a helicopter
crash in Southern California on Sunday at the age
of 41, was not init ial ly rated by National
Basketball Association (NBA) scouts as a can’t-
miss prospect. After deciding to skip college and
go straight to the NBA, at the time an unusual
career path, he was not taken until the 13th pick
in the 1996 draft, by the Charlotte Hornets, who
immediately traded him to the Lakers in a pre-
arranged deal.

NBA teams at the time were wary of teenagers
straight out of high school. The 1996 draft was
also particularly strong, though some of the play-
ers taken before Bryant turned out to be com-
plete busts.

Acquiring Bryant from the Hornets was one of
the best pieces of business the Lakers ever did,
as he led the team to five NBA championship
rings and was the face of the franchise during his
20-year career that ended in 2016.

A small forward and shooting guard, Bryant
made his debut at age 18 and averaged 25 points
over no less than 1,346 regular season games
while twice leading the NBA in scoring.

But he did more than just rack up points,
equally proficient in defense while playing with
an intensity night after night that few could
match. In a league with a grinding 82-game regu-
lar season, he turned up with his game face on
every time, never just mailing it in, no matter how
seemingly meaningless the game.

Bryant was an 18-times NBA All-Star who
wore the jersey numbers 24 and 8 - both of which
were retired by the Lakers - and continued the
“Showtime” tradition of the storied franchise that
has been home to the likes of Magic Johnson,
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Shaquille O’Neal.

The fourth-highest scorer in NBA history with
33,643 points, Bryant only gave up the third spot
on the list on Saturday night to LeBron James. On
Saturday, Bryant used Twitter to extend his con-
gratulations to James: “Much respect my broth-
er,” he tweeted.

A few hours later, Bryant perished in the crash.
He is survived by wife Vanessa, with whom he had
four daughters, one of whom, 13-year-old Gianna,
also died in the accident.

Born in Philadelphia, Bryant spent eight years
of his childhood living in Italy, where his father
played professionally, an upbringing that gave
him an urbane and worldly outlook that helped
him become a global superstar.

Eventually giving himself the nickname “Black
Mamba” - a venomous snake native to Africa - he
spent his entire career with the Lakers before
retiring in 2016. Apart from the five championship
rings, he made 18 All-Star teams and in 2008 was
named the NBA Most Valuable Player.

Internationally, he won two Olympic gold
medals, part of the United States team in 2008
and 2012, helping spread the gospel that has
made basketball arguably the second biggest
global sport behind soccer. Part of a legacy that
will live much longer than his 41 years. — Reuters

LOS ANGELES: People gather to pay tribute to former NBA and Los Angeles Lakers player Kobe Bryant on
January 26, 2020 following his death in a helicopter crash near Los Angeles. — AFP

Bryant’s death 
leaves sports 
world stunned
NEW YORK: The sporting world was
plunged into mourning on Sunday as news
of Kobe Bryant’s death in a helicopter
crash spread leaving the rich and famous,
presidents, Hall of Famers and ordinary
fans stunned.

A true global superstar, the depth of
Bryant’s popularity quickly surfaced as
reports were confirmed that the Los
Angeles Lakers great had been killed
along with his daughter Gianna and seven
others when his helicopter crashed in a
remote field near the city of Calabasas.

As the deaths were confirmed social
media exploded in grief while television
programming was interrupted to report
on the tragedy with video showing smoke
billowing from the crash site as first
responders put out the flames.

U.S. President Donald Trump was
among the first to take to Twitter to
express his shock. “Reports are that bas-
ketball great Kobe Bryant and three oth-

ers have been killed in a helicopter crash
in California. That is terrible news!” tweet-
ed Trump.

Trump and former U.S. President
Barack Obama agree on little but were
united in their grief over the five-time
NBA champion’s untimely passing. “Kobe
was a legend on the court and just getting
started in what would have been just as
meaningful a second act. To lose Gianna is
even more heartbreaking to us as par-
ents,” Obama wrote on Twitter.

Where Bryant’s death hit close to home
was on the basketball courts, where his
skill and personality made him one of
world’s most recognisable and popular
athletes. “The NBA family is devastated
by the tragic passing of Kobe Bryant and
his daughter, Gianna,” NBA commissioner
Adam Silver said in a statement. “For 20
seasons, Kobe showed us what is possible
when remarkable talent blends with an
absolute devotion to winning.

“He was one of the most extraordinary
players in the history of our game with
accomplishments that are legendary: five
NBA championships, an NBA MVP
award, 18 NBA All-Star selections, and
two Olympic gold medals.

“He will be remembered most for
inspiring people around the world to pick
up a basketball and compete to the very

best of their ability.” But perhaps it was
three-time NBA champion Dwyane Wade
who best expressed the disbelief and sad-
ness that washed over the league, tweet-
ing: “Nooooooooooo God please No!”

Two of the greatest players of all-time,
Hall of Famers Bill Russell and Kareem
Abdul-Jabaar, praised Bryant as one of

the best ever to set foot on the court but
noted he was an even better person.
“Most people will remember Kobe as the
magnificent athlete who inspired a whole
generation of basketball players,” tweeted
Abdul-Jabaar. “But I will always remem-
ber him as a man who was much more
than an athlete.”  —  Reuters

BHUBANESWAR: A sand sculpture by Indian artist Sudarsan Pattnaik, depicting
American professional basketball player Kobe Bryant with the message ‘we will miss
you’, is pictured at Puri beach, some 65 km away from Bhubaneswar yesterday. — AFP
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PARIS: Neymar dedicated his second goal in Paris
Saint-Germain’s 2-0 win at Lille to basketball legend
Kobe Bryant, whose death in a helicopter crash earlier
on Sunday shocked the world, as his double shot the
French champions 10 points clear at the top of Ligue 1.

The world’s most expensive player slotted home the
52nd-minute penalty and went over to television cam-
eras by the side of the Stade Pierre Mauroy pitch to
make the number 24 with his fingers in honour of
Bryant’s shirt number.

“It’s deeply saddening for the world of sport and for
all of us,” said Neymar to Canal+ after the win, which
put PSG 10 points clear at the top of the league. “Not
just for basketball fans, but for everything he did for
sport.”

He had already put his side ahead with a fine strike
in the first half before putting the game out of reach
and increasing the gap between them and second-
placed Marseille. His 12th league goal of the season
tipped the balance in the Parisians’ favour after a posi-
tive start for the home side, who were unbeaten at
home ahead of the match.

The Brazilian almost immediately slipped through
Mbappe but the onrushing Mike Maignan stopped the
France World Cup winner from clinching his 14th top-
flight effort of the campaign. Mbappe was stopped
again by Maignan when he got his body in the way of
a fierce close-range effort, but the away side were giv-
en a penalty soon after for a clear Gabriel handball just
before the forward’s shot.

Neymar squeezed his spot-kick just beyond
Maignan, who got his hand to the shot but looked on in
horror as it made its way in off the post. “We deserved
to win, I think we played well,” said PSG coach
Thomas Tuchel.

“We controlled the match and counter-attacks and
this is not easy to do against a good team like Lille.”
Lille stay seventh after the defeat, two points away
from the European places.

Neymar’s tribute came on what was already an
emotional day in French football, with Nantes and
Bordeaux also honouring their former striker Emiliano
Sala, a year after his death in a plane crash. The clubs
remembered Argentine forward Sala before the Derby
de l’Atlantique at the Stade de la Beaujoire.

Bordeaux won 1-0 courtesy of a late goal by Jimmy
Briand as Nantes played most the second half with 10
men after the dismissal of Andrei Girotto. The 28-year-
old Sala was killed last January when the small plane
taking him to join Cardiff City after being bought from
Nantes for £15 million ($19.5 million) crashed off the
Channel island of Guernsey.

Nantes wore a special white and pale blue shirt
inspired by Argentina while Bordeaux’s kit featured an
Argentine flag beneath the club crest flanked by the
player’s initials. Proceeds from the sales of the strips
will go to the two Argentine clubs Sala played for in his
youth. A portrait of Sala was also displayed in the cen-
tre circle during the warm-up and there was a minute’s
applause ahead of kick-off. Supporters laid flowers
outside the ground and broke out into a song com-
memorating Sala in the ninth minute, representing the
shirt number worn by the player which has since been
retired by Nantes.

Sala left his homeland to join Bordeaux in 2012 and
then played for Nantes between 2015 and 2019. Earlier
Karl Toko Ekambi scored on his Lyon debut Sunday in
a 3-0 victory over bottom club Toulouse.

Cameroon striker Toko Ekambi, who joined on loan
this week from Villarreal until the end of the season,
sealed the win six minutes later as Lyon climbed up to
fifth in Ligue 1.

Toko Ekambi came on as a first-half substitute after
a scary incident involving France Under-21 forward
Martin Terrier. Terrier was stretchered off after fainting
on the pitch, but Lyon said at half-time the player had
regained consciousness. — AFP

Neymar dedicates 
goal to Bryant as 
PSG go 10 pts clear

England beat South Africa by 
191 runs to take series 3-1

JOHANNESBURG: England bowled South Africa out
for 274 runs yesterday to win the fourth test at The
Wanderers by 191 runs and ensure an emphatic 3-1
series victory. Mark Wood took four wickets as the
home team crumbled in the evening session after
threatening to offer stoic resistance earlier in the day.

England completed the task with a day to spare with
South Africa falling well short of their 466 run target in
what would have been the highest fourth innings test
chase. The success is a massive boost for a young
English team who overcame several obstacles on a
tough tour and calms questions over Joe Root’s cap-
taincy.

“It took a lot to pick ourselves up after losing the
first test and that’s been extremely pleasing. It’s taken a
big effort from every one and it’s a very exciting time
for English cricket,” said Root as he took the series tro-
phy. For South Africa it marked a 108-year low as they
lost for the eighth time in their last nine tests for their
worst run since 10 defeats in 11 tests between 1910 and
1912. Wood took 4-54 — finishing with nine wickets in
the game — and Stuart Broad and Ben Stokes added
two more for England as they took the last six South
African wickets for 39 runs.

The home team were facing a near impossible target
of 466 and provided a flicker of resistance but lost
wickets at crucial intervals. “England were better than
us in every department with both ball and bat,” said
home skipper Faf du Plessis.

“We have to give them credit for being the better
team.” Rassie van der Dussen scored 98, falling agonis-

ingly short of a maiden test century, before being
tricked into offering an easy catch, just five balls after
Du Plessis had been bowled by Stokes for 35.

Their 92-run partnership for the third wicket kept
alive unlikely home hopes after South Africa were 90-2
at lunch. Quinton de Kock hit another swashbuckling
knock, but by the time he fell for 39 runs, with eight
wickets down, the contest was already over.

Van der Dussen was given out leg before wicket to
Chris Woakes with just the third ball he faced on
Monday and almost ran out of time as he dithered over
whether to review, but then won a reprieve as the ball
was shown to be missing the wickets.

He took advantage to hit 15 fours and two sixes in a
boundary-filled innings and will be livid with the way
he went out, essentially ending hopes of fairytale for
both himself and his team. — Reuters

JOHANNESBURG: England’s captain Joe Root (back row C) holds the Basil D’Olivera Test series trophy with the
England cricket team at the end of the fourth day of the fourth Test cricket match between South Africa and England
at the Wanderers Stadium in Johannesburg yesterday. — AFP

England complete task with a day to spare 

SCOREBOARD

England 400 and 248
South Africa 183 and 274 (H. van der Dussen 98; M. Wood
4-54).
Result: England won by 191 runs.
Series: England won 3-1.
Toss: England. 

England beat South Africa by 191 runs on the fourth day of the
fourth and final Test at the Wanderers Stadium yesterday.

HARARE: A fine second Test century by Sean Williams
enabled Zimbabwe to dominate the opening day of the
second Test against Sri Lanka in Harare yesterday, as
they reached 352 for six at the close.

The Zimbabwe captain, who won the toss and chose
to bat first, made 107 from 137 balls, an innings which
swung between the swashbuckling, with 10 fours and
three sixes, and the pragmatic. 

He was well backed up by Brendan Taylor who made
a run-a-ball 62 and Sikandar Raza who hit two sixes
and four fours in his 72.

Looking to bounce back from last week’s 10-wicket
defeat at the same venue in the first Test, Zimbabwe
pressed on in the evening with Regis Chakabva on 31
and debutant Tinotenda Mutombodzi on 10.

After the early losses of Prince Masvaure and Craig
Ervine, Taylor began the counter-attack, hitting 10
fours and one six over long-off from left-arm spinner
Lasith Embuldeniya in his brisk knock. 

Taylor scored the lion’s share of the runs in a 65-run
partnership with opener Kevin Kasuza who played in
spite of being ‘substituted’ for the second innings in last
week’s first Test after being hit on the head while field-
ing at short leg. Kasuza batted through the morning
before losing his off stump to Suranga Lakmal for 38.

Lakmal, who bowled superbly in the first Test, pro-
duced another fine delivery to remove Taylor, nipping
one back to peg him leg before.

Williams began swiftly galloping to 36 from just 36
balls. He slowed slightly to reach his third Test half-cen-
tury and found a handy partner in Raza.

Together they added 159 for the fifth wicket as the

Sri Lankans struggled to plug the gaps in the field. The
breakthrough came when Raza, on 72, miscued a pull
off Embuldeniya and dollied up a catch to Angelo
Mathews at long-on.

Williams went on to bring up his second Test centu-
ry — his first was against New Zealand in Bulawayo
four years ago — by sweeping Embuldeniya for four.

He gave it away in the next over, however, when he
attempted to slog a straight ball from Dhananjaya de
Silva over midwicket and was bowled.

Sri Lanka took the new ball immediately but were
unable to make further inroads as Chakabva and

Mutombodzi batted watchfully through to the close. 
The visitors had begun the day well with Lahiru

Kumara finding the edge of Masvaure’s bat for nine
before Irvine nudged De Silva to short leg where
Oshada Fernando snapped up a sharp catch.

Zimbabwe made two changes to the side that lost
the first Test with Carl Mumba replacing the injured
Kyle Jarvis and all-rounder Mutombodzi, who bowls
leg-spin, coming in for his Test debut ahead of Ainsley
Ndlovu. Sri Lanka made one change with left-arm pace
bowler Vishwa Fernando coming in for Kasun Rajitha.
Sri Lanka lead the two-Test series 1-0. —AFP

Williams century 
gives Zimbabwe 
upper hand 
against S Lanka

HARARE: Zimbabwe’s Sikandar Raza (R) plays a shot during the first day of the second Test cricket match between
Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka at the Harare Sports Club in Harare yesterday. — AFP

LAHORE: The third Twenty20 international between
Pakistan and Bangladesh was abandoned without a
ball being bowled yesterday because of bad weather
in Lahore, giving the home side a 2-0 series victory.

Murky conditions and drizzle delayed the sched-
uled 13:00 pm (0830 GMT) toss at the Gadaffi stadi-
um pitch, but play was called off three hours later.
Pakistan won the first match by five wickets on Friday
and the second by nine wickets the next day. 

The series win helped Pakistan hang on to their
number one ranking in Twenty20 internationals with
270 points, leading Australia by just one point.
Pakistan skipper Babar Azam said the series win will
help the team’s confidence.

“Our bowling was outstanding in both the games...
helped us keep them down to low totals,” said Babar
who lost 2-0 in Australia last year in his first series as
skipper. Bangladesh skipper Mahmudullah said the
loss was disappointing.

“Before the series we knew that Pakistan will be
favourites because they are world number one and
we are nine. “We managed to put a good fight in the
first match, but in the second match they won con-
vincingly because they have a good bowling side.”

Bangladesh will fly out late yesterday but return
on February 5 to play the first of two Tests, in
Rawalpindi. They play a one-day international on
April 3 in Karachi, and the second Test starting
April 7.  — AFP

VALLADOLID: Real Madrid moved top of La Liga for the
first time since October on Sunday after grinding out a 1-0
win away at Real Valladolid to make Barcelona pay for
their surprise defeat to Valencia.

It is 16 weeks since Madrid last finished a round top of
the pile and it looked like a scrappy contest at the Jose
Zorilla would end goalless until Nacho headed in the win-
ner with 12 minutes remaining. Victory means Zinedine
Zidane’s side pull three points ahead of Barca, whose 2-0
loss away at the Mestalla on Saturday under new coach
Quique Setien could prove a turning point in a nip-and-
tuck title race.

Madrid now have the luxury of hosting their struggling
city rivals Atletico Madrid, who are 10 points back after a
goalless home draw with Leganes earlier on Sunday, with
a cushion next weekend, not to mention on the back of a
19-game unbeaten run.

That streak included them drawing a game they
arguably should have won at Camp Nou in December and
then lifting the Spanish Super Cup earlier this month in
Saudi Arabia. As Barcelona pursue a more entertaining
style of football under Setien, Madrid march on, gaining
momentum with wins that based largely on solidity and a
stubborn defence.  Their form has been even more impres-
sive given the absence of key players, with Eden Hazard,
Karim Benzema and Gareth Bale starting only four times
together this season. 

Real Valladolid, who are owned by the former Brazil and
Real Madrid striker Ronaldo, are being drawn into a rele-
gation fight after winning only one of their last 12. They
stay 16th, five points above the bottom three.

Valladolid’s Joaquin Fernandez was lucky not to be sent
off early on for a two-footed challenge on Rodrygo, which
only earned him a yellow card, despite the protests of

Madrid’s players. 
Casemiro thought he had scored when he nodded in at

the back post but VAR showed him to have been just off-
side and Valladolid arguably finished the first half the
stronger. Thibaut Courtois made a good save to deny
Michel and then had to backpeddle to prevent Raul
Garcia’s cross dropping in under his crossbar.

After a scrappy opening 45 minutes, Madrid improved
in the second period as the lively Rodrygo tested Jordi
Masip and Benzema twice should have scored. First, he
failed to volley in an excellent Isco cross from close range
and then rose high to meet Rodrygo’s delivery but headed
wide of the post.

Valladolid were retreating and, in the 78th minute,
Madrid struck. Toni Kroos’ corner was cleared back out to
him and at the second time of asking, he picked out Nacho,
who diverted a smart header into the far corner.  Nacho
ran over to Zidane on the touchline to hug his coach. There
was a late siege as Valladolid came again in the final min-
utes, the stadium erupting after Sergi Guardiola tapped in
at the back post. But his outstretched right foot was off-
side, and Madrid breathed a sigh of relief.  —AFP

Pakistan,
Bangladesh 
Twenty20
rained off

Real Madrid go 
top with gritty win 
over Valladolid

VALLADOLID: Real Madrid’s Brazilian forward Rodrygo (L)
vies with Real Valladolid’s Ghanaian defender Mohammed
Salisu during the Spanish league football match Real
Valladolid FC against Real Madrid CF at the Jose Zorilla
stadium in Valladolid. — AFP
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Nadal settles Kyrgios score 

MELBOURNE: Rafael Nadal won a grudge match with
Nick Kyrgios to reach the Australian Open quarter-
finals and keep the heat on Roger Federer’s record for
Grand Slam titles yesterday. The world number one,
labelled “super salty” by Kyrgios after he criticised the
Australian’s behaviour last year, fought off a furious
challenge to go through 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (8/6), 7-6 (7/4).

As the tennis world mourned the death of Kobe
Bryant, Kyrgios arrived at Rod Laver Arena wearing an
LA Lakers shirt, and 15-year-old Coco Gauff had trib-
utes to the basketball great scrawled on her trainers
during the doubles. There was also controversy as
Australia’s Margaret Court, often criticised for her
deeply conservative views, was honoured for her 1970
calendar-year Grand Slam. Nadal and Kyrgios had been
feuding after some bad-tempered matches but the
Spaniard said he was impressed by what he’d seen from
the often-temperamental Australian at this tournament.

Kyrgios fought back to challenge Nadal in a high-

octane clash played in good spirit, with a polite hand-
shake afterwards — a far cry from some of their previ-
ous exchanges. “When he is playing like today with this
positive attitude he gives a lot of positive things to our
sport,” said the Spaniard.

“He’s one of the highest talents we have on our tour
and I like the Nick Kyrgios during the whole of this
tournament.” The 19-time Grand Slam winner will next
play Austria’s Dominic Thiem — his victim in the last
two French Open finals — as the clay king targets
Federer’s all-time record of 20 Major titles.

Elsewhere, powerful Swiss Stan Wawrinka beat fifth
seed Daniil Medvedev 6-2, 2-6, 4-6, 7-6 (7/2), 6-2 to
set up a quarter-final with Germany’s Alexander Zverev,
who overcame close friend Andrey Rublev 6-4, 6-4, 6-
4. And Simona Halep rose to number two in the world
with a 6-4, 6-4 victory over Elise Mertens, taking a big
step forward in a rapidly clearing women’s draw.

The Wimbledon champion from Romania, who

avoided an exodus of top seeds in the previous round,
will next play Estonia’s Anett Kontaveit, a 6-7 (4/7), 7-
5, 7-5 winner against Iga Swiatek of Poland.

“She’s strong. I’m here just to face any challenge I
have. So I’m not thinking negative,” Halep said of
Kontaveit. “I just want to go there and to give my best.”
Angelique Kerber, the 2016 champion, was the latest
big name to fall as she went down to Russia’s Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 (7/4), 6-2.

Pavlyuchenkova’s quarter-final will be against
Garbine Muguruza, the two-time Grand Slam champion
who is resurgent since reuniting with coach Conchita
Martinez, beating Kiki Bertens 6-3, 6-3. “It’s like cou-
ples, we all want Brad Pitt and Jennifer Aniston to get
back together, right?” joked Martinez, the 1994
Wimbledon champion.

Earlier, Martina Navratilova and John McEnroe were
among the big names to criticise Court, the 24-time
Major-winner whose 1970 sweep of the Grand Slam

titles was marked with a short ceremony at Rod Laver
Arena. Navratilova said the devout Christian’s deeply
conservative views were “actually hurting people”,
while fellow American legend McEnroe called Court a
“crazy aunt”.

The Australian once praised South Africa’s apartheid
system, said “tennis is full of lesbians” and described
transgender children as “the work of the devil”. “There’s
only one thing longer than the list of Margaret Court’s
achievements: it’s her list of offensive and homophobic
statements,” McEnroe said in a video for Eurosport.

In the quarter-finals, six-time champion Roger
Federer will play America’s Tennys Sandgren and title-
holder Novak Djokovic, going for his eighth title, is
against big-serving Canadian Milos Raonic.

Australia’s women’s world number one Ashleigh
Barty plays two-time Wimbledon winner Petra Kvitova,
and Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur, the top-ranked player from
Africa, takes on America’s Sofia Kenin. — AFP

MELBOURNE: Spain’s Rafael Nadal hits a return against Australia’s Nick Kyrgios during their men’s singles match on day eight of the Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP

Vintage Wawrinka upsets Medvedev 

NEW ORLEANS: Zion Williamson had his first double-
double as an NBA player, and the New Orleans Pelicans
won for the first time with him in the lineup, 123-108 over
the visiting Boston Celtics on Sunday. Williams, the top
pick in the 2019 NBA draft, had 21 points and 11 rebounds
in his third game after preseason knee surgery. Jrue
Holiday scored a team-high 25 points, and Derrick Favors
added 15 points and 10 rebounds. Lonzo Ball added a
career-high 15 assists to go with eight points. All-Star
guard Kemba Walker led the Celtics with 35 points,
Gordon Hayward scored 23, and Jaylen Brown, returning
from a two-game absence due to an ankle injury, added
20. Before the singing of the national anthem, the Pelicans
held a 24-second moment of silence in honor of former
Lakers star Kobe Bryant, who died along with one of his
daughters, Gianna, and seven others in a helicopter crash
near Los Angeles on Sunday morning. When the game
began, the teams followed the lead of the Spurs and
Raptors earlier in the day by dribbling out the shot clock
in Bryant’s honor on their first possessions.

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 139 - INDIANA PACERS 129
Damian Lillard continued his scoring spree with 50

points, matched his season high of 13 assists and grabbed
six rebounds to lead Portland past visiting Indiana. Lillard
made 14 of 23 shots from the field — including 8 of 12 from
3-point range — to become the first player in franchise
history to record three straight efforts of 40 points or
more. CJ McCollum scored 28 points and made six 3-
pointers for the Trail Blazers after missing the previous
three games because of an ankle injury. Jeremy Lamb

scored 28 points and Domantas Sabonis had 27 points, 14
rebounds and a career-best 11 assists for the Pacers, who
lost for just the second time in their past nine games.
Indiana dropped its 11th straight game at Portland.

ATLANTA HAWKS 152 - WASHINGTON WIZARDS 133
Trae Young responded in an emotional way to the report-

ed death of Kobe Bryant by producing 45 points and 14
assists to help Atlanta defeat visiting Washington Sunday.
Young began the game wearing No. 8, Bryant’s original jer-
sey number, before changing into his usual No. 11. Young
wore Bryant’s No. 24 on the back of his shoes. It was the
eighth time this season Young has scored 40-plus points. He
was 13 of 24 from the floor, 13 of 16 from the line and had six
rebounds. Five other players scored in double figures:
De’Andre Hunter with 25, Kevin Huerter with 18, John Collins
with 16, Bruno Fernando with 14 and Cam Reddish with 13.
Fernando had 12 rebounds. Bradley Beal had 40 points and
six assists for Washington, which had six other players score
in double figures. Troy Brown Jr. finished with 19 points.

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS 112 - ORLANDO MAGIC 97
Kawhi Leonard scored 31 points and grabbed 14

rebounds, and Landry Shamet and Montrezl Harrell added
19 points each as Los Angeles used a third-quarter charge
to notch the road victory. Lou Williams scored 15 points as
the Clippers improved to 4-1 on their season-long six
game road trip. Leonard extended his career-long streak
of 30-point games to eight. Michael Carter-Williams
scored 15 points as the Magic lost their third consecutive
game and fell for the fifth time in their past six games.
Orlando lost twice to the Clippers during that stretch,
falling 122-95 at Los Angeles on Dec. 16.

NEW YORK KNICKS 110 - BROOKLYN NETS 97
Reggie Bullock fueled a decisive third-quarter run by

hitting back-to-back 3-pointers — including the basket

that gave New York the lead for good — in its victory
against visiting Brooklyn. Julius Randle had 22 points and
15 rebounds as the Knicks won for just the third time in 13
games. Marcus Morris Sr. scored 21 points, Taj Gibson
scored 11 points and Bullock added 10 points. Mitchell
Robinson (12 points) and Frank Ntilikina (11 points) each
scored double digits off the bench. Spencer Dinwiddle
scored 23 points for the Nets, who have lost six of seven
and are 3-14 since Christmas. Taurean Prince had 14 points
while Rodions Kurucs scored 12 points. Joe Harris and
Garrett Temple added 11 points apiece.

DENVER NUGGETS 117 - HOUSTON ROCKETS 110
Nikola Jokic had 24 points, 12 rebounds and 11 assists,

Jerami Grant scored a season-high 25 points and host
Denver beat short-handed Houston. Michael Porter Jr. and
Monte Morris scored 17 points each, Will Barton had 11
and Malik Beasley 10 for Denver. The Rockets played
without NBA leading scorer James Harden due to a left
thigh contusion that head coach Mike D’Antoni said might
keep him out of Monday’s game at Utah.

TORONTO RAPTORS 110 - SAN ANTONIO SPURS 106
Pascal Siakam scored 35 points, 30 of them in a domi-

nating first half, and Fred VanVleet hit the decisive 3-
pointer in the final minute as visiting Toronto earned a vic-
tory over San Antonio. It was Toronto’s seventh straight
win, tying its season best. The last team to beat the
Raptors was San Antonio, which defeated the Raptors
105-104 in Toronto on Jan. 12. Toronto led by 19 points in
the first quarter, by a dozen at halftime but by just a point
heading into the final period. The Spurs then scored 12 of
the first 15 points of the period to take an eight-point
advantage before the Raptors answered with a 14-0 run.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 114 - PHOENIX SUNS 109
Ja Morant scored 23 points to lead three Memphis

players scoring 20-plus and the host Grizzlies held off
Phoenix. On a day with news of NBA legend Kobe
Bryant’s death, Sunday’s game opened with Memphis
taking a 24-second shot-clock violation. Phoenix recip-
rocated with an eight-second backcourt violation. The
gestures recognized Bryant’s two professional jersey
numbers, 8 and 24. Following the somber tribute,
Memphis jumped ahead 30-18 after the first quarter.
Morant, Jaren Jackson Jr. and Dillon Brooks carried much
of the scoring load from the outset, and both Jackson and
Brooks finished with 20 points. — Reuters

Pelicans get first 
win with Zion 

NEW ORLEANS:  Brandon Ingram #14 of the New Orleans
Pelicans drives against Jaylen Brown #7 of the Boston
Celtics during the second half at the Smoothie King
Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. — AFP
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