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Spurs held at Southampton
LONDON: West Ham crashed out of the FA
Cup as their former manager Slaven Bilic led
West Bromwich Albion to a surprise 1-0 win,
while Tottenham were held to a 1-1 draw by
Southampton in yesterday’s fourth round action.
Albion boss Bilic, sacked by the Hammers in
2017, made eight changes as he prioritised the
Championship leaders’ push to return to the
Premier League.

But Albion took a shock lead at the London
Stadium when Conor Townsend drilled in his
first goal for the club after nine minutes. West
Ham, struggling in the top-flight under new boss
David Moyes and now without a win in four
games, were given a lifeline when West Brom’s
Semi Ajayi was sent off in the 72nd minute after
his push earned a second yellow card.

Sebastien Haller should have equalised with

a headed chance and Manuel Lanzini then
dragged his shot wide, but Albion held on. West
Ham were jeered off by their furious fans, while
Croatian Bilic, who also played for the east
Londoners, celebrated a sweet success with his
Albion players. “We put a strong team out. I
was well aware it was a home tie so I wanted to
try to make it work, but on the day we did not
play well enough,” Moyes said. “We gave up
opportunities in the early part of the game and
they got their goal. Too many poor passes and
not enough good play.”

At St Mary’s, Christian Eriksen was left out
amid reports in Italy suggesting the Tottenham
midfielder has agreed a move to Inter Milan,
while Gedson Fernandes made his full debut for
Jose Mourinho’s men.

Tottenham’s last visit to Southampton was a

painful one, with Harry Kane suffering a torn
hamstring in a Premier League defeat on New
Year’s Day, a clash that saw Mourinho
embroiled in a touchline row with a member of
the Saints’ coaching staff. Mourinho’s side
struck in the 58th minute on their return to the
south-coast.

South Korea forward Son Heung-min fired
home from Erik Lamela’s pass for his 12th
goal of the season. But Southampton hit back
to equalise through Sofiane Boufal’s powerful
strike from Danny Ings’ cross in the 87th
minute.

“They are a good team. They put some pres-
sure on us in the last minutes and scored. But
we are alive,” Mourinho said. “We don’t need
one more match but we have it so we are going
to fix it. It’s better to draw than to be out.”

NEWCASTLE FRUSTRATED 
Newcastle had to settle for an embarrass-

ing 0-0 draw with third tier Oxford at St
James’ Park as their wretched FA Cup form
haunted them again. Steve Bruce’s side are
looking to make the fifth round for the first
time since 2006, but they needed a replay to
beat minnows Rochdale in the previous round
and they will have to go the distance again
after this limp display.

Burnley and Norwich made a combined
total of 12 changes at Turf Moor, with the
Canaries running out 2-1 winners. Grant
Hanley’s 53rd minute goal and a 57th minute
strike from Josip Drmic put Norwich in control
before Erik Pieters reduced the deficit in the
74th minute. Cardiff fans were warned not to
sing “racist or homophobic songs” after two

incidents were reported during their 1-1 draw
at fellow Championship side Reading. Sheffield
United won 2-0 at second tier Millwall through
Muhamed Besic’s 62nd minute goal and Oliver
Norwood’s 84th minute strike. Kelechi
Iheanacho’s early goal sealed a 1-0 win for
Leicester at Championship side Brentford.
Brendan Rodgers’ team are chasing a trip to
Wembley on two fronts and the League Cup
semi-finalists took the next step in the FA Cup.

Leicester, who have never won the FA Cup,
are hoping to reach the final for the first time
since 1969. Despite Jamie Vardy’s absence
with a glute injury, it took Leicester just four
minutes to go ahead when Nigerian striker
Iheanacho met James Justin’s cross with a clin-
ical close-range finish. Chelsea travel to sec-
ond tier Hull in Saturday’s late game. —AFP

West Ham suffer FA Cup misery

LONDON: West Ham United’s French striker Sebastien Haller (C) is tackled by West Bromwich Albion’s Egyptian defender Ahmed Hegazy during the English FA Cup fourth round football match between West Ham United and
West Bromwich Albion at The London Stadium, in east London yesterday. —AFP

Kyrgios into Nadal 
grudge match as 
shocks rattle 
Australian Open
MELBOURNE: Home favourite Nick Kyrgios went five
sets to ensure an Australian Open showdown with Rafael
Nadal yesterday as a series of shocks caused carnage in
the women’s draw. Kyrgios survived the longest match of
his career to beat Russia’s Karen Khachanov 6-2, 7-6
(7/5), 6-7 (6/8), 6-7 (7/9), 7-6 (10/8), collapsing on his
back after the fifth-set tie-breaker.

“That was insane — I’ve got no words to how I’m feel-
ing right now,” he said, after the 4hr 26min marathon
marked by his trademark tweeners and exchanges with the
umpire. “This is just epic man, I don’t even know what’s
going on. My legs feel about 40 kilos each.”

The outspoken Aussie now heads into a last-16 clash
with Nadal, with whom he has history after calling him

“super salty” following criticism from the Spaniard last
year. “Whatever happens between us, he’s an amazing
player, he’s arguably the greatest of all time,” said Kyrgios.
Top seed Nadal had a comparatively easy ride against his
Davis Cup team-mate Pablo Carreno Busta, racing through
6-1, 6-2, 6-4 in what he called his “best match of the tour-
nament so far”.

While the men’s Big Three of Nadal, Roger Federer and
Novak Djokovic are all still alive, it’s a different story in the
women’s competition where six of the top 10 seeds crashed
out in the third round. After Serena Williams and title-hold-
er Naomi Osaka fell by the wayside on Friday, second seed
Karolina Pliskova bombed on Saturday with a 7-6 (7/4), 7-
6 (7/3) defeat to Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova. “I was about
40 percent today of my game,” lamented the Czech.

RESURGENT MUGURUZA 
Switzerland’s Belinda Bencic, the sixth seed, won only

one game against Estonia’s Anett Kontaveit, the world
number 31, as she went down 6-0, 6-1. And a resurgent
Garbine Muguruza, a two-time Major-winner, thrashed
fifth seed Elina Svitolina 6-1, 6-2. Tenth seed Madison
Keys lost to Maria Sakkari on Friday.

“I was very concentrated and focused on what I wanted
to do, it all went fast my way,” said Muguruza, who raced

through the first set in just 23 minutes. Croatian 19th seed
Donna Vekic also crumbled to lower-ranked opposition
when she lost 7-5, 6-3 to Poland’s Iga Swiatek, who is
returning from a stress fracture in her foot.

However, Wimbledon champion Simona Halep stayed
on course with a 6-1, 6-4 victory over Kazakhstan’s Yulia
Putintseva. “I’m sure that for you guys (media) it’s a little
bit of shock when the top-10 players are losing,” said
Halep, shrugging off the exodus of top seeds.  “But it’s life
and we cannot be 100 percent every day.” The Romanian
fourth seed will now play Belgium’s Elise Mertens, who
won in three sets against CiCi Bellis — ending the
American’s Grand Slam return from long-term injury.

Angelique Kerber, the 2016 champion, beat Camila
Giorgi 6-2, 6-7 (4/7), 6-3 to set up a meeting with
Pavlyuchenkova, the Russian 30th seed. Elsewhere,
Germany’s Alexander Zverev dismissed Fernando Verdasco
6-2, 6-2, 6-4 to set up a last-16 clash with Russia’s Andrey
Rublev, who remained unbeaten this year with his 2-6, 7-6
(7/3), 6-4, 7-6 (7/4) win over David Goffin.

Austrian fifth seed Dominic Thiem came through 6-2, 6-
4, 6-7 (5/7), 6-4 against Taylor Fritz, Gael Monfils beat
Ernests Gulbis 7-6 (7/2), 6-4, 6-3 and Stanislas Wawrinka,
the 2014 champion, progressed when John Isner retired in
the second set. —AFP

MELBOURNE: Australia’s Nick Kyrgios hits a return against
Russia’s Karen Khachanov during their men’s singles match on
day six of the Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne
yesterday. —AFP


