
Sunday, January 26, 2020N e w s

Established 1961 24

Continued from Page 1 
 
Late Thursday, a Kuwait ministry of health 

spokesman said the ministry is following up the out-
break of the coronavirus and has taken all required 
measures to confront the deadly virus. In a press 
statement, Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad assured that all sec-
tors of the ministry are ready to deal with any rele-
vant emergency. He clarified that the entire health 
sector has been equipped with all necessary equip-
ment and devices to confront and stop the spread of 
the deadly virus. 

The ministry has also issued instructions to doctors 
and health practitioners about how to deal with sus-
pected infected cases, he said. Sanad stressed that the 
ministry has, in coordination with other state bodies, 
taken all preventive and precautionary measures to 
confront the virus. The ministry is also coordinating 
with relevant international and regional organizations in 
this regard, he said. “Airport clinics and isolation rooms 
are well equipped and thermal cameras are added to 
border crossings,” the statement added. 

In Wuhan, the epicenter of the emergency, 450 mili-
tary medics were deployed to help treat patients in 
Hubei’s capital city, where a seafood and live animal 
market has been identified as the center of the out-
break. Yesterday, when they should have been celebrat-
ing the New Year, people waiting at one hospital in the 
city were angry and frustrated. “It takes at least five 
hours to see a doctor,” one woman, who didn’t want to 
be named, told AFP. One man in his 30s said some peo-
ple had to queue for two days. Many people had 
brought their own chairs for the wait. 

Wuhan authorities will race to build the second 
makeshift hospital within a fortnight, state media report-
ed, adding 1,300 new beds. They already started work 
Friday on a new field hospital, which state media said 
could be ready in just over a week. The two hospitals 
would be similar in size to the temporary facility that was 
built to tackle SARS in Beijing in 2003, when 650 people 
died from the disease in the mainland and Hong Kong. 

The army medics, who arrived on military aircraft 
late Friday, include doctors with experience combating 
SARS or Ebola and will be dispatched to hospitals that 
are reportedly short on beds due to a crush of infected 
patients and worried locals. The virus has caused global 
concern because of its similarity to SARS (Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome). The new virus has now 
infected people nationwide and in nearly a dozen other 
countries, with France saying three cases were con-
firmed there -the first known European infections. 

On the eastern outskirts of Wuhan, Hubei’s capital, 
police manning a roadblock turned away a handful of 
vehicles trying to exit the city. “Nobody can leave,” an 

officer told AFP. But the police allowed some medical 
workers who had gone home for the holidays to re-
enter the city to help at crowded hospitals. “They need 
us to go there, otherwise they will be too exhausted,” 
said one of the women, pulling a suitcase. 

Trapped residents were stocking up on masks, 
gloves and disinfectant while car traffic will be severe-
ly restricted from today. The city has a shortage of 
medical supplies including goggles and masks, 
according to the official Xinhua news agency, which 
added that the government has shipped 14,000 pro-
tective suits and 110,000 pairs of gloves to Wuhan. 
“Everyone is just trying to protect themselves,” said a 
man in a surgical mask at a busy pharmacy whose 
staff wore protective suits. 

Foreign citizens were set to be evacuated from 
Wuhan within the next few days. US Coffee chain 
Starbucks said it would shut all its stores in Hubei dur-
ing the Lunar New Year festival for the “health safety” 
of staff and customers. The government says most of 
the cases have been in Hubei and most of the deaths 
involved people who already suffered pre-existing 
health conditions. 

Underscoring fears that the virus could spread fur-
ther, overseas Chinese tour groups will be suspended 
from tomorrow while domestic trips have already been 
halted. Beijing will suspend long-distance bus service 
entering and leaving the capital of 20 million people 
from today due to “requirements of epidemic preven-
tion and control,” the official People’s Daily newspaper 
reported. The National Health Commission also ordered 
nationwide measures to detect and isolate people car-
rying the virus on planes, trains and buses across the 
country. Xinhua said yesterday that temperature 
screening checkpoints have been set up in 387 railway 
stations across the country. 

Meanwhile, tourists from Hubei in Haikou, capital of 
the island province of Hainan, were told by the city gov-
ernment they had to spend 14 days in a hotel for central-
ized medical observation, and were forbidden to leave. 
Beijing’s Forbidden City, Shanghai Disneyland and a 
section of the Great Wall are among many attractions 
that have closed as a precaution. China’s film box-office 
earnings for Lunar New Year’s Eve on Friday were just 
one-tenth of last year as people shunned crowds.  

Xi chaired the Communist Party leadership meet-
ing which urged regional governments to make “the 
safety of the masses’ lives and their physical health a 
top priority”, state media said. Xinhua said the 
Standing Committee agreed to set up a working 
group that would visit Hubei. In Hong Kong, where 
five people have tested positive for the virus so far, 
city leader Carrie Lam declared the situation an 
“emergency” and schools, currently on holiday, will 
remain closed unti l  Feb 17. The World Health 
Organization on Thursday stopped short of declaring 
a global emergency, which would have prompted 
greater international cooperation, including possible 
trade and travel restrictions. — Agencies
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at the claim that one of its air bases had been among 
those used to carry out the Jan 3 attack, KUNA said. It 
said he was referring to a statement by Brigadier-
General Amirali Hajizadeh, aerospace commander of 

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards. 
“MQ-9 UAVs (drones) were flying in the region (at 

the time of the attack) that had mostly taken off from 
Kuwait’s Ali Al-Salem” base, Hajizadeh told Iranian 
state television Thursday. Jarallah told the ambassador, 
Mohammed Irani, that Kuwait had already denied any 
role in the deadly attack in Baghdad. He said such a 
claim “risks damaging relations” between Kuwait and 
Iran. Soleimani had been at the center of power-
broking in the region for two decades as chief of Iran’s 
external operations Quds Force of the elite 
Revolutionary Guards. — Reuters 

Kuwait summons 
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HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah sent yesterday a cable of condolences to Erdogan. 
The Amir expressed deepest condolences for the families 
of the victims and wished speedy recovery for the 
injured. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also condoled with Erdogan on the 
victims of the earthquake, which also destroyed public 
and private properties. HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent a similar cable.  

The Turkish government’s disaster and emergency 
management agency (AFAD) said 42 people had been 
rescued alive from collapsed buildings in Elazig. Interior 
Minister Suleyman Soylu said earlier yesterday 22 peo-
ple were estimated to be trapped under the rubble. 
Turkish news channels showed live images of people 
rescued. Among those found alive was a woman called 
Azize who had contacted emergency authorities and 
spoken to a rescue worker by telephone, state news 
agency Anadolu reported.  

Nearly 2,000 search and rescue personnel were sent 
to the region while thousands of beds, blankets and tents 
have been provided, the presidency said. The rescue 
efforts have been taking place in freezing temperatures as 
wood and plastic were burned to keep crowds warm. 

Hundreds of people were anxiously waiting on the 
other side of police barriers including a man who gave his 
name as Mustafa. “I have three relatives in that building: 
One man, his wife and her mother. They are still under the 
rubble,” the 40-year-old told AFP. “I was home during 
the earthquake. It lasted for so long, it was like a night-
mare. I froze in the living room when it happened, my 
wife and our two children were screaming and running 
around,” he said. 

He added that some neighbors jumped out of the win-
dows in panic as families including his were forced to 
spend Friday night on the streets. Some 20 rescuers were 
on top of the remains of one collapsed building, slowly 
clearing the rubble one bucket at a time surrounded by 

broken wooden beams and concrete. 
Sivrice - a town with a population of about 4,000 - is 

situated south of Elazig city on the shores of Hazar lake - 
one of the most popular tourist spots in the region and 
the source of the Tigris river. The lake is home to a 
“Sunken City”, with archaeological traces dating back 
4,000 years in its waters. The interior minister said 18 
people were killed in Elazig while four died in Malatya. 
Among the 1,243 people injured were residents in other 
southeast provinces including Diyarbakir and Sanliurfa. 
Health minister Fahrettin Koca said no one was in a criti-
cal condition.  

Tensions were high as one resident accused the gov-
ernment of lying. “They (the government) claim that only 
four people are trapped under the rubble. It is not true. I 
have five relatives in that building,” Suat, a 45-year-old 
butcher, said. “There are four floors and three flats per 
floor. If there were five people per flat, do the math. Why 
are they lying?” Suat described the moment when the 
quake struck as he was at home in another neighborhood 
and his children “were screaming in terror”.  

The Ankara public prosecutor’s office said it had begun 
an investigation into “provocative” social media posts but 
did not give further details. Erdogan also told citizens to 
“ignore gossip and negative propaganda”. The tremor was 
felt in several parts of eastern Turkey near the Iraqi and 
Syrian borders as well as in Iran, Lebanon and Syria. 

Environment and Urbanisation Minister Murat Kurum 
told reporters in Elazig that five buildings collapsed while 
others were badly or lightly damaged. The US Geological 
Survey assessed the magnitude as 6.7, slightly lower than 
AFAD, adding that it struck near the East Anatolian Fault 
in an area that has suffered no documented large rup-
tures since an earthquake in 1875. There have been 401 
aftershocks including 14 that were above four in magni-
tude, AFAD said. 

In 1999, a devastating 7.4 magnitude earthquake hit 
Izmit in western Turkey, leaving more than 17,000 people 
dead including about 1,000 in Istanbul. Experts have long 
warned a large quake could devastate the city of 15 mil-
lion people, which has allowed widespread building with-
out safety precautions. Such fears were acutely awak-
ened in September last year when a 5.7-magnitude 
earthquake shook Istanbul, causing residents to flee 
buildings in the economic capital. — Agencies 

Rescuers scramble to  
find survivors after...

WASHINGTON: Shouts, glares and unprintable words: 
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo lost his temper and 
cursed at a journalist, repeatedly “used the F-word” in a 
shouted diatribe after she questioned him on the admin-
istration’s stance on Ukraine, a country at the heart of 
President Donald Trump’s impeachment trial. It began 
when Pompeo gave an early morning interview to NPR 
radio. Much of the discussion dealt with Iran, but jour-
nalist Mary Louise Kelly closed by asking Pompeo 
about Ukraine. 

Democrats accuse Trump of abusing his office by 
pressuring Kiev to investigate his potential election 
challenger Joe Biden, a charge for which Trump has 
been impeached and is currently facing trial in the US 
Senate. Pompeo, a close associate of Trump, has been 
accused of personally failing to defend Marie 
Yovanovitch, Washington’s former ambassador to 
Ukraine who was abruptly called home last spring after 
being subjected to a smear campaign led by Rudy 
Giuliani, the president’s personal lawyer. “Do you owe 
Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch an apology?” Kelly 
asked Pompeo. 

A tense exchange followed, wherein Pompeo said he 
had “defended every State Department official”, while 
Kelly asked, in vain, when he had publicly defended 
Yovanovitch. “I’ve said all I’m going to say today. Thank 
you,” Pompeo said finally, ending the interview. But the 
story didn’t end there, and Kelly related the rest in an 
NPR broadcast on Friday evening. She said she thanked 
the secretary, who did not reply but leaned in and 
glared at her before leaving the room. 

A staffer then invited Kelly to Pompeo’s private living 
room, without her recorder. There, Pompeo “was waiting 
and... he shouted at me for about same amount of time 
as the interview itself lasted,” Kelly said. “He was not 
happy to have been questioned about Ukraine,” Kelly 
said, adding that the secretary asked her “do you think 
Americans care about Ukraine?” while saying swear 
words. Pompeo then asked his advisers to bring out a 
map of the world without the countries labeled, to prove 
that Kelly knew where Ukraine was located. “I pointed 
to Ukraine. He put the map away,” Kelly said. “People 
will hear about this,” said Pompeo, who has publicly 
attacked journalists in the past. — Agencies  

Pompeo loses temper, curses at 
journalist over Ukraine questions 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump unveiled 
the logo of Space Force on Friday, attracting critics who 
said America’s newest military branch had boldly gone 
where Star Trek went before. With a central symbol 
resembling an arrowhead, ringed by an orbiting object 
and set to a starry backdrop, many users argued the 
design was pilfered from the famous science fiction fran-
chise. But a spokesman for the branch hit back, arguing 
the “Delta” emblem had been used by Air Force space 
organizations as early as 1961, before the first Star Trek 
show aired.  

“After consultation with our Great Military Leaders, 
designers, and others, I am pleased to present the new 
logo for the United States Space Force, the Sixth Branch 
of our Magnificent Military!” wrote Trump of the branch 
that he championed and which came into being in Dec 
2019. It drew immediate mockery among social media 
users.  “Should’ve been consulting with Gene 
Roddenberry’s lawyers,” said the popular 
“Pourmecoffee” account, referring to the late screen-
writer and producer of Star Trek’s original series and its 

first spin-off, “The Next Generation.” 
The logo bears an uncanny resemblance to the 

insignia of Starfleet - the peacekeeping and exploration 
force of the United Federation of Planets alliance, which 
is headquartered on Earth whose adversaries include 
Klingons and Romulans. It has appeared as a pin on the 
uniforms of iconic Star Trek characters such as Captain 
Kirk and Spock ever since the original series debuted in 
1966, and continues to feature in the franchise’s current 
shows and movies. — AFP 

US Space Force logo draws  
comparisons to ‘Star Trek’ 

This aerial Friday photo shows excavators at the construction site of a new hospital being built to treat patients from a deadly virus outbreak in Wuhan in China’s central Hubei province. — AFP 


