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Brexit will not
affect intel 
cooperation: 
EU official
ZAGREB: Brexit will not negatively affect cooperation
between the intelligence services in Europe, the EU’s
anti-terrorism coordinator said. “The exchange of
information is not impacted,” Gilles de Kerchove said
on the sidelines of a meeting of EU interior ministers in
Zagreb on Friday. Cooperation between the intelligence
services is already “outside the institutional framework
of the” EU, and non-members Norway and Switzerland
are already part of it, he told AFP. Britain will also be
represented within this framework after it leaves the
European Union on January 31. He said that the issue is
more whether if, and in what form, London will contin-
ue to have access to EU police data.

Britain shares intelligence through the Schengen
Information System (SIS) for law enforcement purpos-
es, although it is not part of the passport-free
Schengen zone. In recent years, the SIS information
base has become an important tool for tracking
jihadists entering Europe from Syria and Iraq. De
Kerchove was not able to say how the EU could con-
tinue to cooperate with Britain in regard to the SIS.

But “it is impossible for a non-EU member to have
the (same) degree of intimacy as that of an EU mem-
ber.” The question should be resolved in talks between
London and Brussels on their future relationship,
expected to begin in February. De Kerchove said the
EU has worked in close cooperation with the US on
law enforcement matters and “it would be absurd that
our geographically close neighbor finds itself in an infe-
rior situation to that of the Americans, particularly in
the fight against terrorism.” The Belgian EU official also
expressed concern over the situation in Iraq and Syria.

He said recent developments on the ground could
lead the Islamic State group to “rebuild” after the
defeat of its caliphate. A pullout of US troops “would
certainly weaken the capacity of the Iraqi army to fight
what remains of” the IS. He also said the fate of some
5,500 IS fighters has not been sufficiently clarified.

“A good number” of them have already returned
home, around 600 are in prisons in the region and at
least one quarter are dead. But the number of dead is
probably higher as many jihadists have been killed in
battles for the caliphate but authorities have not
received confirmation.  —AFP

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump’s lawyers prepared to
deliver his first full-throated defense in the Senate’s
historic impeachment trial, after Democratic prosecu-
tors spent three days making their case for the US
president’s removal from office.

Capping 24 total hours of arguments, Democrats
told the 100 senators that Trump abused the power of
the presidency in pressuring Ukraine to launch inves-
tigations that would help him politically, and then
sought to block efforts by Congress to investigate.
Democrats said they had met that burden of proof, as
lead House impeachment manager Adam Schiff
warned that Trump would remain an “imminent threat”
to American democracy if he stays in power.

“This is Trump first, not America first,” congressman
Schiff told the chamber. “I ask you, I implore you,” he
added, addressing Republicans who hold the power to
allow witnesses to testify, against Trump’s wishes.
“Give America a fair trial,” Schiff said. “She’s worth it.”
Trump has signalled he remains in tight control of his
party, with many Senate Republicans expressing pub-
lic support for the president despite a vigorous, com-
prehensive case outlining his misconduct.

“I don’t believe anything they’ve said so far is
impeachable,” Senator Rick Scott told reporters. 

“I’m looking forward to the White House tomorrow
starting to set the record straight, because this has just
been partisan.” Trump’s team begin their defense at
10:00 am (1500 GMT) Saturday, a timeslot which Trump,
a former reality television star, referred to in a tweet as
“Death Valley in T.V.” His side’s arguments will continue
Monday and Tuesday, before the chamber turns to ques-
tioning and then votes on whether to hear from witness-
es, something Democrats have sought from the start. 

Trump’s defense will be “much more concise” and
“easier to understand” than the prosecution argu-
ments, Republican Senator Mike Braun told Fox News.
Democrats argued that Trump’s refusal to allow top
officials to testify and to supply subpoenaed docu-
ments to the Ukraine investigation supported the sec-
ond charge against him, obstruction of Congress.

Trump blocked the executive branch from respond-
ing to 71 specific requests for documents, including
five subpoenas, related to his pressure on Kiev to help

his 2020 reelection effort, Democratic impeachment
manager Val Demings told senators. Trump also pre-
vented 12 current and former administration officials,
most of them subpoenaed, from testifying to the inves-
tigation, she said. “President Trump’s obstruction of the
impeachment inquiry was categorical, indiscriminate
and historically unprecedented,” Demings said.

‘Absolute power corrupts’ 
She said Congress could not afford to allow Trump

to reject its powers in such a wholesale manner.
“Executive power without any sort of restraint,

without oversight, and without any checks and bal-
ances, is absolute power,” she told the Senate hearing.
“And we know what has been said about absolute
power. Absolute power corrupts, absolutely.” On
Twitter, Trump dismissed the entire process. “The
Radical Left, Do Nothing Democrats have gone
crazy,” he tweeted.  “They know it’s a con, but just
can’t sell it! Public strongly against Impeachment.”
Americans appear about evenly split on whether
Trump should be impeached and removed. Several
polls show a healthy majority want the Senate to sub-
poena key witnesses for Trump’s trial.

Fight over subpoenas 
Closure of the Democrats’ opening arguments

paves the way for Trump’s team to urge acquittal in
only the third ever impeachment trial of a US presi-
dent. Trump’s clearance is virtually assured: Senate
Republicans hold a 53-47 majority, and a vote by 67
senators is required for conviction and removal. 

Democrats were hoping however to woo some
Republicans to embrace their arguments that the
Senate should subpoena four current and former
White House officials with direct knowledge of
Trump’s Ukraine machinations. There were hints that
at least two or three Republicans were considering
supporting the subpoenas, though none had commit-
ted. But without four crossovers, analysts were pre-
dicting that Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell,
a key Trump defender, would be able to bring the trial
to a vote on the charges by late next week, and see
Trump soon exculpated on a party-line vote.

‘Rebut and refute’
If Democrats gain support for subpoenas,

Republican leaders threatened to demand their own
witnesses and call Democratic presidential hopeful
Joe Biden and his son Hunter to testify, because their
connections to Ukraine had been at the heart of
Trump’s scheme to tarnish his election rivals. Trump
and McConnell also suggested the president would
claim executive privilege to reject the subpoenas,
which would lead to court challenges and ensure that
the trial could go on for weeks more.

Neither party relishes that thought as the battle
ahead of November elections intensifies. The prosecu-
tion showed senators scores of videos, internal docu-
ments and extensive witness testimony to lay out their
case that Trump abused his powers.

Before a national television audience, Democrats
detailed how Trump flagrantly undertook last year to
force Kiev to help him tarnish Biden. Trump defense
lawyer Jay Sekulow said they would open their reply
by putting on an “affirmative case” that would “rebut
and refute” those arguments. —AFP

Polls show Americans appear evenly split on impeachment move

Democrats wrap up case against 
Trump in historic impeachment trial

WASHINGTON, DC: Democratic Presidential Candidate Sen Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) (left) goes through
papers with in aide outside the Senate chamber during a recess in the impeachment trial proceedings
against President Donald Trump at the US Capitol on Friday in Washington, DC. —AFP

Mass evictions 
prompt protests 
as housing crisis 
mounts in Nigeria
LAGOS: The men in naval uniforms
charged into the Nigerian waterfront vil-
lage of Okun Glass in the morning,
chased out the residents, then called in
the bulldozers.

De facto village leader, 75-year-old
Dauda Musa, said he fled as the men
fired guns into the air. “They demolished
our homes,” he said, standing in the rub-
ble of what was once home to 3,000
people down the coast from the megaci-
ty Lagos. Nigeria’s navy said it had
moved in to clear an illegal settlement -
and accused some of the residents of
vandalizing nearby pipelines to steal
crude. “This operation was not conduct-
ed in secrecy,” naval commander Thomas
Otuji said.

Musa said his fellow villagers were

farmers and fishermen, not thieves. And
rights groups say the raid on Jan. 3 was
part of a much wider trend where the
government, backed by the military,
clears informal settlements to make way
for luxury housing and other develop-
ments. The accusations and counter-
accusations highlight an increasingly
fraught confrontation between officials,
activists and small communities, exacer-
bated by the dramatic expansion of
Nigeria’s cities, most of all Lagos - a
coastal giant that dwarfs the capital
Abuja inland. “There has been persistent
evictions across Lagos. Dozens of com-
munities on the island have been evict-
ed,” Akinrolabu Samuel, a campaigner
with the Nigeria Slum/Informal
Settlement Federation, said at a rally
against the evictions this week. “It’s
because of real estate,” he added. “It’s
for real estate development.”

Housing crisis
Around 600,000 new people arrive

in Lagos every year, according to the
stats group BudgIT, many of them pour-
ing into ramshackle settlements, joining
thousands of others impoverished fami-

lies who have lived there for generations.
The United Nations said in September
Nigeria was struggling to deal with a
mounting housing crisis - and mass evic-
tions were making the situation worse. In

2017, a coalition of communities won a
court judgement against Lagos state
government, arguing that evictions with-
out notice and resettlement were cruel,
inhumane and degrading. —Reuters

LAGOS: A woman poses for a picture at the site of demolition of the Okun Glass
community in Lagos —Reuters

Royal runaways’ 
media war 
follows them 
to Canada
LONDON: Prince Harry and his wife
Meghan may have quit Britain for a qui-
eter life in Canada but their battle with
the media has followed them to the new
front line.

Harry believes “powerful forces” in
Britain’s tabloids are waging a ruthless
propaganda war to vilify his US former
actress wife-and he is hitting back through
the lawyers.

Having struggled with media scrutiny
since their May 2018 wedding, the Duke
and Duchess of Sussex abandoned their
royal roles this month in a bid for a calmer
and more independent life.

But their bombshell departure has
made them even more of a story-and

media, including paparazzi photogra-
phers, have now flocked to their
Vancouver Island getaway.

Their lawyers have already issued warn-
ings to the press over pictures of Meghan
out walking the dogs near their luxury
seafront home. After a slew of negative sto-
ries in the British press, the couple are try-
ing to seize greater control of the narrative.

But they are not shunning all publicity-far
from it. The Sussexes will keep working with
their non-royal patronages, but now intend
to work with hand-picked media only.

Meghan has already made a couple of
visits to women’s charities in nearby
Vancouver, while they continue posting
content on Instagram, where they have 11
million followers. Their success in becoming
financially independent from the monarchy
through creating their own commercial
income will largely depend on them
remaining hot property.

‘Cloud cuckoo land’ 
Ian Murray, executive director of the

Society of Editors, which campaigns for
press freedom, said the couple could not
control media scrutiny. “If Harry and

Meghan had said: ‘we want to withdraw
completely from public life and occasional-
ly appear for good causes’, I think they

would have achieved their aim but they
seem to want to have their cake and eat it,”
he told AFP. —AFP

Amelia Brace, the North America correspondent for Australia’s Channel 7, gives
a live report in North Saanich, Vancouver Island, British Columbia. —AFP

For mother and 
daughter, Trump 
era lays bare divide
DEFIANCE, US: Donna Baldwin felt excitement when
she went to a rally for President Donald Trump but when
she got home, she was aghast-the media, she says, dis-
torted what he said. Whenever she goes on Facebook,
though, she has her own fact-checker-her daughter,
Jocelyn Evans, who doesn’t hesitate to tell her that some

of what she posts is “definitely not true.”
The mother and daughter in the bellwether state of

Ohio, like so many American families, have seen the
divergence in their core views-even their sense of what
is real-widen in an era of political polarization and
incessant social media.

But Baldwin and Evans-who bear a strong resem-
blance with their rich, dark blond hair-have also learned
to avoid confrontations as they instead prioritize pro-
viding a solid upbringing for Evans’ two children, eight
and four. As the US election season opens, a team of
AFP journalists is taking the country’s pulse by driving
from Washington to Iowa, which on February 3 holds
the country’s first contest to choose presidential candi-

dates. Defiance, Ohio, population 16,663, is home to a
General Motors engine part plant. On the road to
Defiance’s small private college, multiple fast-food
restaurants advertise job openings.

Baldwin, a realtor, sees the jobs as evidence of a
healthy economy under Trump. Her daughter, who is
studying to be an archeologist, is not convinced. “I
have friends that are married and have children and
both them and their husbands are working three of
these jobs and they still aren’t making ends meet,”
Evans, 34, said at a diner in Defiance’s historically pre-
served downtown.

Her mother, 59, calls herself “a realist,” saying, “not
everybody is cut out for college” and that too many “live

off government subsidies.”  “Now there are so many
jobs available and they won’t take any of those jobs.”

Climate divide 
Younger voters by significant margins picked

Trump’s Democratic rival Hillary Clinton in 2016,
although older people, as in past elections, went to the
polls in far higher numbers.

Baldwin and Evans do not fit neatly into political
boxes. Evans, her upper arm covered by a tadpole-
design tattoo inspired by her son, first registered as a
Republican, like her late father, and, disliking Clinton,
voted for Trump. Her mother was long a Democrat but
said, “I felt like the party left me.” —AFP


